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Preparing Jesus for Burial
“Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany,
where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised
from the dead. There they made Him a supper; and Martha
served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with
Him. Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard,
anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair.
And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. But one of
His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray
Him, said, ‘Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred
denarii and given to the poor?’ This he said, not that he cared
for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money
box; and he used to take what was put in it. But Jesus said, ‘Let
her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. For the
poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have
always.’ Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was
there; and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they
might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the
dead. But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death
also, because on account of him many of the Jews went away
and believed in Jesus.” John 12:1-11
It had been building for a long time. Jesus had finally become too
much for the religious leaders of Israel. They could not stand Him.
Not only did He preach against their authority, He worked miracles
and the people loved Him for it. Jesus was more popular than the

Pharisees, Scribes and Saducees. The people were following after
Him instead of them. Then Jesus went and did it – He raised Lazarus
from the dead – a man who had been dead for 4 days. That was it.
Enough was enough. The chief priests were going to bring all this
Messiah talk to an end. They were going to kill Jesus and Lazarus.
This was no surprise for Jesus. The Lord knew He was going to die. It
was six days before the Passover and Jesus knew His day was
coming – the day He had been planning on for thousands of years.
Jesus was in Bethany, only two miles from Jerusalem. He would
leave Bethany the next day and go into Jerusalem to spend His last
week before dying for the sins of the world. Mary, led by the Spirit of
God, prepared Jesus for His burial by anointing Him with costly oil.
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Enter the King
“The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took branches of palm
trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: ‘Hosanna! Blessed is
He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ The King of Israel!” Then
Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written:
‘Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming, Sitting on a
donkey’s colt.” His disciples did not understand these things at first;
but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these
things were written about Him and that they had done these things to
Him. Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called
Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore
witness. For this reason the people also met Him, because they
heard that He had done this sign. The Pharisees therefore said
among themselves, ‘You see that you are accomplishing nothing.
Look, the world has gone after Him!” John 12:12-19
It was a big day for Jesus and His disciples. They were making the
short journey from Bethany to Jerusalem. People who were in
Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover heard that Jesus was
coming and they rushed out of the city to meet Him. They worshiped
Jesus in the street, calling Him King of Israel and quoting from one
of the Messianic Psalms -

“Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now
prosperity. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
LORD! We have blessed you from the house of the LORD.”
Psalm 118:25-26
It was an exciting day in the capital city of Israel. The people who ran
to welcome Jesus knew who He was. They knew God had sent Him
to save them. Jesus had demonstrated His amazing power in front of
them. They had seen Him change water to wine. They had seen Him
heal every disease – give sight to the blind – make the lame walk
again. They had seen Him feed thousands of people using just
enough food to feed only a few people. They had heard His amazing
teachings and witnessed His authority over evil spirits. They had seen
Him raise the dead. They knew Jesus was the Messiah, the King of
Israel. They knew God was going to save them.
Jesus fulfilled every prophecy concerning that amazing day. One of
them was about how the Messiah would enter Jerusalem and how
the people would receive Him. Jesus prepared Himself and the
disciples for that historic moment “Now when they drew near Jerusalem, to Bethphage and
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His
disciples; and He said to them, ‘Go into the village opposite
you; and as soon as you have entered it you will find a colt tied,
on which no one has sat. Loose it and bring it. And if anyone
says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need
of it,’ and immediately he will send it here.’ So they went their
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way, and found the colt tied by the door outside on the street,
and they loosed it. But some of those who stood there said to
them, ‘What are you doing, loosing the colt?’ And they spoke to
them just as Jesus had commanded. So they let them go. Then
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their clothes on it, and
He sat on it. And many spread their clothes on the road, and
others cut down leafy branches from the trees and spread them
on the road. Then those who went before and those who
followed cried out, saying: ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes
in the name of the LORD! Blessed is the kingdom of our father
David That comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest!” Mark 11:1-10
Jesus experienced triumphal worship and adoration from the crowds
that first Palm Sunday. The people loved Him that day. He was their
great hope for national blessing and prosperity, but things were going
to change – quickly. Jesus was their Messiah, their King, but there
was something He had to do for them first – and that was to die for
their sins. The crowds sang joyfully from Psalm 118, but they missed
what their King had to do first.
“The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief
cornerstone. This was the LORD’s doing; It is marvelous in our
eyes. This is the day the LORD has made; We will rejoice and
be glad in it.” Psalm 118:22-24

Lessons for Discipleship
This week is known around the world as Holy Week and Passion
Week. Millions of Christians are focused on the last days of Jesus
Christ as He entered Jerusalem and accomplished the Work God the
Father had sent Him to finish. It was also an amazing classroom for
Jesus’ disciples. They didn’t know it then, but Jesus was going to
return to His Heavenly Throne in less than two months. Those weeks
were going to be filled with stunning lessons for the men and women
Jesus would use to preach His Gospel.
Jesus demonstrated great love for the people of Israel. As He was
riding on the back of a colt, receiving the praise of people who came
out to meet Him on what we now call Palm Sunday, Jesus saw the
city of Jerusalem and wept over it because of what was going to
happen to it.
“If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the
things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from
your eyes. For days will come upon you when your enemies will
build an embankment around you, surround you and close you
in on every side, and level you, and your children within you, to
the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon
another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”
Luke 19:42-44
What a lesson for the disciples – the deep love God has for His Holy
City, Jerusalem.
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Another lesson for the disciples was the deep passion Jesus had for
His Holy Temple. They had probably never Jesus act with such
righteous anger – an anger He had every right to express.
“Then He went into the temple and began to drive out those
who bought and sold in it, saying to them, ‘It is written, ‘My
house is a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of
thieves. And He was teaching daily in the temple. But the chief
priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people sought to
destroy Him, and were unable to do anything; for all the people
were very attentive to hear Him.” Luke 19:45-48
The chief priests, scribes and leaders of the people sought to
“destroy” Jesus, but were unable to do anything to Him because all
the people were very attentive to Him. Jesus knew Israel’s leaders
were only days from killing Him, so He again emphasized to His
disciples that He was going to die and it was going to be a good
thing. The Lord used a simple request to see Him as an opportunity
to prepare His disciples
“Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to
worship at the feast. Then they came to Philip, who was from
Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, ‘Sir, we wish to
see Jesus.’ Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew
and Philip told Jesus. But Jesus answered them, saying, ‘The
hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. Most
assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces

much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates
his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves
Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be
also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. Now My
soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from
this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour. Father,
glorify Your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘I
have both glorified it and will glorify it again.’ Therefore the
people who stood by and heard it said that it had thundered.
Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to Him.’ Jesus answered
and said, ‘This voice did not come because of Me, but for your
sake. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this
world will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all peoples to Myself.’ This He said, signifying by what
death He would die. The people answered Him, ‘We have
heard from the law that the Christ remains forever; and how can
You say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of
Man?’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘A little while longer the light is
with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake
you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is
going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you
may become sons of light.’ These things Jesus spoke, and
departed, and was hidden from them.” John 12:20-36
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Jesus was going to die by being “lifted up” on a wooden cross –
hanging between Heaven and earth – to shed His Blood for the
remission of sins. But the people who stood nearby and heard what
Jesus said wanted to argue with Him. Jesus responded as only He
could.
First lessons: 1) The Lord’s love for Israel

2) The Lord’s love for

Jerusalem 3) The Lord’s love for His Temple 4) The Lord’s love for
those who follow Him 5) The Lord’s purpose in coming to earth will
be finished.

The Lesson of Opposition
“They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking
in the temple courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law
and the elders came to him. ‘By what authority are you doing
these things?’ they asked. ‘And who gave you authority to do
this?’ Jesus replied, ‘I will ask you one question. Answer me,
and I will tell you by what authority I am doing these
things. John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or from men? Tell
me!’ They discussed it among themselves and said, ‘If we say,
‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe
him?’ But if we say, ‘From men’….’ (They feared the people, for
everyone held that John really was a prophet.) So they
answered Jesus, ‘We don’t know.’ Jesus said, ‘Neither will I tell
you by what authority I am doing these things.’ Mark 11:27-33
The relationship between Jesus and the leaders of Israel were
strained – to say the least. The Pharisees and Sadducees agreed on
very little, but they did agree about Jesus. They hated Him and
wanted Him dead. The Lord’s teachings were making them look bad
to the people – and they were afraid He would lead the people to take
away their cushy jobs. The leaders of Israel had tried for 3 years to
trip up Jesus with their questions and accusations so He would look
bad to the people. Didn’t happen. Jesus was way ahead of them on
every count. He always knew what to say.
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Jesus knew that His disciples were going to face the same opposition
to their ministry as He had to His. So, as Jesus made His way toward
the Cross, He taught them more lessons of opposition. Watch how
Jesus dealt with an attack covered in the honey of flattery.
“Then they sent to Him some of the Pharisees and the
Herodians, to catch Him in His words. When they had come,
they said to Him, ‘Teacher, we know that You are true, and care
about no one; for You do not regard the person of men, but
teach the way of God in truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to
Caesar, or not? Shall we pay, or shall we not pay?’ But He,
knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, ‘Why do you test Me?
Bring Me a denarius that I may see it.’ So they brought it. And
He said to them, ‘Whose image and inscription is this?’ They
said to Him, ‘Caesar’s.’ And Jesus answered and said to them,
‘Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.’ And they marveled at Him.” Mark 12:1317
Jesus was now under a full-court press. The leaders of Israel came at
Him from every side to find a way to make Him look bad to the
people. They believed that if the people rejected Jesus, it would be
easy to arrest the Lord and kill Him. The Sadducees came right
behind the Pharisees and Herodians with their own brand of
deception – a tactic they would later use on the disciples.

“Then some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection,
came to Him; and they asked Him, saying: ‘Teacher, Moses
wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, and leaves his wife
behind, and leaves no children, his brother should take his wife
and raise up offspring for his brother. Now there were seven
brothers. The first took a wife; and dying, he left no
offspring. And the second took her, and he died; nor did he
leave any offspring. And the third likewise. So the seven had
her and left no offspring. Last of all the woman died
also. Therefore, in the resurrection, when they rise, whose wife
will she be? For all seven had her as wife.’ Jesus answered and
said to them, ‘Are you not therefore mistaken, because you do
not know the Scriptures nor the power of God? For when they
rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in
marriage, but are like angels in heaven. But concerning the
dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book of Moses, in
the burning bush passage, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living.
You are therefore greatly mistaken.” Mark 12:18-27
This response from Jesus hit the Sadducees hard. They were proud
of their “knowledge” of the Scriptures. They didn’t believe in the
resurrection of the dead and were using that to trip up Jesus in
another way. They believed that their interpretation of God’s Word
was the only right one, but here was Jesus telling them that they were
greatly mistaken and did not know the Scriptures or the power of
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God. God would raise the dead – He was the God of the living!
The Pharisees came back with a volley of their own right behind the
Sadducees. It’s so obvious to see the game they were playing with
Jesus – a game with deadly intent. This would be a game the
Pharisees and Sadducees would play with the disciples soon enough,
so Jesus taught the disciples how to deal with the constant barrage of
verbal attacks and mind games religious people play.
“But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together. Then one of them, a
lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying,
‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?’ Jesus
said to him, ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first
and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments
hang all the Law and the Prophets.’ While the Pharisees were
gathered together, Jesus asked them, saying, ‘What do you
think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?’ They said to Him,
‘The Son of David.’ He said to them, ‘How then does David in
the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying: ‘The LORD said to my Lord,
‘Sit at My right hand Till I make Your enemies Your footstool’? If
David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his Son?’ And no one
was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on did
anyone dare question Him anymore.” Matthew 22:34-46

The verbal attacks finally ended. Jesus had responded wisely to the
opposition and they were quiet. The Pharisees, Scribes and
Sadducees didn’t give up their opposition to Christ, but they no longer
tried to trip Him up before the people. That tactic failed. They would
move from trickery to brute force.
So, what did Jesus do with that momentary victory over the religious
leaders? He took full advantage of the moment and taught his
disciples and the people more about the wickedness of the
opposition. We know this as the Lord’s “Message of Woes.” It is one
of the most stunning and courageous things anyone has ever said or
done in the face of opposition.
“The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. Therefore
whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do
not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do. For
they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of
their fingers. But all their works they do to be seen by men.
They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of
their garments. They love the best places at feasts, the best
seats in the synagogues, greetings in the marketplaces, and to
be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’ But you, do not be called
‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all
brethren. Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is
your Father, He who is in heaven. And do not be called
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teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. But he who is
greatest among you shall be your servant. And whoever exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted. ‘But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither
go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go
in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers.
Therefore you will receive greater condemnation. Woe to you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea
to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice
as much a son of hell as yourselves. Woe to you, blind guides,
who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but
whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to
perform it.’ Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the
temple that sanctifies the gold? And, ‘Whoever swears by the
altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it,
he is obliged to perform it.’ Fools and blind! For which is
greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift? Therefore he
who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all things on it. He
who swears by the temple, swears by it and by Him who
dwells in it. And he who swears by heaven, swears by the
throne of God and by Him who sits on it. Woe to you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise
and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the
law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have

done, without leaving the others undone. Blind guides, who
strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup
and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and selfindulgence. Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup
and dish, that the outside of them may be clean also. Woe to
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like
whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly,
but

inside

are

full

of

dead men’s

bones

and

all

uncleanness. Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to
men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. Woe
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build
the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the
righteous, and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers,
we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the
prophets.’ Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that
you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then,
the measure of your fathers’ guilt. Serpents, brood of vipers!
How can you escape the condemnation of hell? Therefore,
indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of
them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will
scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to
city, that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the
earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of
Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the
temple and the altar. Assuredly, I say to you, all these things
will come upon this generation.” Matthew 23:1-36
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Remember that the Lord’s disciples were always close to Him – they
heard everything He said to the leaders of Israel. They saw how He
handled their opposition and tough questioning. They saw how He
was relentless in opposing sin on the part of those who were
supposed to care for the spiritual needs of God’s people. This was an
important lesson for them to learn because they would face fierce
opposition to their Gospel message after Jesus returned to His
Throne in Heaven and would need boldness in opposing sin on every
side and at every turn. It is also an important lesson for us.

The Lessons of When and What
“Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His
disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. And
Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things?
Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon
another, that shall not be thrown down. Now as He sat on the
Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying,
‘Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of
Your coming, and of the end of the age?” Matthew 24:1-3
You can imagine how many questions the disciples had for Jesus.
They had witnessed so much in a short time, but knew they had so
much more to learn. They went to Jesus privately, away from the
crowds, and asked Him for inside information about when all these
things would happen and what would be the sign of His coming and
of the end of the age. Jesus used that teachable moment to share
one of the most amazingly indepth and concise teachings about the
future for all disciples.
As you read this, remember that Jesus is just two days away from
dying for your sins as He taught the disciples. This is what was on His
Mind that day as He was preparing to die and return to Heaven – His
mighty return to earth one day to establish His Everlasting Kingdom.
“And Jesus answered and said to them: ‘Take heed that no one
deceives you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am
the Christ,’ and will deceive many. And you will hear of wars
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and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there
will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various
places. All these are the beginning of sorrows. Then they will
deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated
by all nations for My name’s sake. And then many will be
offended, will betray

one

another, and

will hate

one

another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive
many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many
will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be
saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all
the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will
come. ‘Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place’
(whoever reads, let him understand), ‘then let those who are in
Judea flee to the mountains. Let him who is on the housetop
not go down to take anything out of his house. And let him who
is in the field not go back to get his clothes. But woe to those
who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those
days! And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the
Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has
not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor
ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh
would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be
shortened. Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the

Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false
prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to
deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you
beforehand. ‘Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the
desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not
believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes
to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For
wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered
together. ‘Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars
will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven,
and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a
trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other. ’Now learn this
parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become
tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. So
you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near—at
the doors! Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no
means pass away till all these things take place. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass
away. But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the
angels of heaven, but My Father only. But as the days of
Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For
as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking,
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marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered
the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all
away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. Then
two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other
left. Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken
and the other left. Watch therefore, for you do not know what
hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of
the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would
have watched and not allowed his house to be broken
into. Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an hour you do not expect. ‘Who then is a faithful and wise
servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to
give them food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom
his master, when he comes, will find so doing. Assuredly, I say
to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods. But if that
evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his
coming,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and
drink with the drunkards, the master of that servant will come
on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he
is not aware of, and will cut him in two and appoint him his
portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened
to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom. Now five of them were wise, and five were
foolish. Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil
with them, but the wise took oil in their vessels with their

lamps. But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all
slumbered and slept. ‘And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold,
the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ Then all those
virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to
the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not
be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and
buy for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went in with him to the
wedding; and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins
came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ But he answered
and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which
the Son of Man is coming. For the kingdom of heaven is like a
man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and
delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents, to
another two, and to another one, to each according to his own
ability; and immediately he went on a journey. Then he who had
received the five talents went and traded with them, and made
another five talents. And likewise he who had received two
gained two more also. But he who had received one went and
dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a long time
the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.
‘So he who had received five talents came and brought five
other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents;
look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ His lord
said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant; you were
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faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many
things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ He also who had
received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me
two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides
them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ Then
he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown,
and gathering where you have not scattered seed. And I was
afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there
you have what is yours.’ But his lord answered and said to him,
‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I
have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. So
you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and
at my coming I would have received back my own with
interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has
ten talents. For to everyone who has, more will be given, and
he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even
what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable
servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. When the Son of Man comes in His glory,
and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne
of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He
will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his
sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right

hand, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those
on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I
was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave
Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and
you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison
and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer Him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or
thirsty and give you drink? When did we see You a stranger
and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when did we see
You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ And the King will
answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as
you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to
Me.’ Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart
from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the
devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave Me no
food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger
and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me,
sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ Then they also will
answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
minister to You?’ Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly,
I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to Me.’ And these will go away into
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Matthew 24 & 25
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Jesus presented His disciples with an awesome word picture of the
future and what it means to be a disciple of Christ. The words Jesus
spoke in this portion of Matthew’s Gospel are often repeated and
taught by Christians. They are an awesome reminder of the kind of
service He requires from us – what kind of adoration and devotion.
We are called to a high standard – set for us by the King of kings and
Lord of lords. What are the words every believer wants to hear when
they see Jesus? “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
Jesus answered His disciples’ question about “when and what” in
great detail by taking them to the Lord’s “School of the Prophets.” It
was an amazing lesson for the disciples as they were just days away
from the biggest event in their lives – and the lives of everyone who
has lived, is living, or will ever live – the Crucixion of God’s Son.
Jesus was going away – but He would return in great Victory over the
enemy to establish His Kingdom forever and ever.

The Lesson of C’s
It’s the day before Jesus will die on the Cross. He’s spending one
more evening with His disciples – a very important evening. It’s time
for the Passover Feast and Jesus is going to teach His disciples The
Lesson of the C’s. What Jesus teaches them will serve them well in
their lives and ministries. These lessons are for us as well.

Commit
“Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that
His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the
Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved
them to the end.” John 13:1
The Lord’s disciples were not recent converts – they were not on the
fence about following Jesus – they had made a serious commitment
to Christ. 11 of them (minus Judas Iscariot) had given up everything
to follow the Lord. They had been with Him for more than 3 years and
experienced all kinds of ministry. They were committed to Jesus and
He loved them for it – He was going to love them to the end. What’s
most important about this is that Jesus was committed to them. He
was so committed that He died on the Cross to save His disciples
from sin.
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for
his friends.” John 15:13
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Clean
“And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and
that He had come from God and was going to God, rose from
supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded
Himself. After that, He poured water into a basin and began to
wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with
which He was girded. Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter
said to Him, ‘Lord, are You washing my feet?’ Jesus answered
and said to him, ‘What I am doing you do not understand now,
but you will know after this.’ Peter said to Him, ‘You shall never
wash my feet!’ Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash you, you
have no part with Me.’ Simon Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, not my
feet only, but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him,
‘He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is
completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.’ For He
knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, ‘You are not all
clean.’ John 13:3-11
Jesus used this opportunity to teach His disciples that they were
clean before God – all of them except one. Jesus was cleaning them
on the outside by washing their feet, but what He would accomplish
on the Cross the next day would clean them forever on the inside. He
would make them spiritually clean and set them apart for their service

to God.
“Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He
might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the
word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should
be holy and without blemish.” Ephesians 5:25-27
Connect
“So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and
sat down again, He said to them, ‘Do you know what I have
done to you? You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well,
for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have
given you an example, that you should do as I have done to
you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than
his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent
him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.”
John 13:3-17
Jesus taught His disciples about the powerful connection He had
made with them – and the connection they would need to have with
each other and those they served. What a stunning example of a
servant’s heart. We will experience our most powerful ministry in the
lives of others as we “connect” with them through humility and
service. That service begins with other believers – then will spread
with great power throughout our community and nation. We are first
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“connected” to God the Father through God the Son – then we
connect with each other in mutual love and works of service.
“By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.” John 13:35

Comfort
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also
in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be
also.” John 14:1-3
Jesus had been a great comfort to His disciples. He loved them and
spoke words of encouragement to them continually. He was about to
leave them, but for a good reason. He was doing what He needed to
do to prepare an eternal home for them – and He would be back!
“And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper,
that He may abide with you forever— the Spirit of truth, whom
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor
knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will
be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.” John
14:16-18

Jesus was not going to leave the disciples without continual comfort –
He was going to send them another Helper. The Holy Spirit would live
with them and be in them. And again the promise that Jesus would
return for them. Very comforting.

Commune
“Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough
for us.’ Jesus answered: ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after
I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the
Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own.
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.
Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is
in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles
themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will
do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than
these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the
Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do
it.” John 14:8-14
The heart of discipleship is continual communion with God. Jesus
taught that lesson to the disciples many times before and used
Philip’s question to remind them about the special relationship they
had with God through Jesus. Philip should have understood by now –
“‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such
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a long time?” The disciples still had more to learn for the ministry
Jesus was going to give them after His Death, Resurrection and
Ascension to Heaven. They needed to grasp the concept of being “in”
Christ and Christ being “in” the Father and the Father being “in”
Christ. The disciples were “in” God because they were “in” Christ.
God was going to do great things through the disciples – greater even
than what Jesus did – and that because Jesus was returning to be
with His Father in Heaven. Jesus would give the disciples anything
they asked in His Name, “so that the Son may bring glory to the
Father.” That’s the key – whatever brings glory to the Father. How
could it be any other way?
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31

Continue
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and
every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more
fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I have
spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.
He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without
Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is
cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and

throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in
Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire,
and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.” John 15:1-8
Jesus reminded the disciples that He had made them clean through
the Word He had spoken to them. Then Jesus told the disciples what
they needed to do in their relationship to Him - continue. That’s the
meaning of the word “abide” (Greek – meinate). Jesus used an
example that was clear to the disciples. They were all familiar with
vines and those who dressed the vines. They understood that the fruit
of the vine was grown on branches attached to the vine. The fruit took
nourishment from the branches that received nourishment from the
vine. The disciples knew that the vinedresser pruned the branches of
the vine so the branches would continually bring forth maximum
numbers of fruit from season to season. They knew that branches
that withered on the vine had to be cut and destroyed for the health of
the vine and the production of maximum fruit.
What an amazing visual lesson Jesus gave His disciples that night!
They would have the privilege of bringing glory to God by “bearing
much fruit.”
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness,

goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness,

Against such there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23

self-control.
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Jesus knew that the only thing that could take His disciples – then
and now – through all the challenges of serving God was continuing
in the special love relationship God designed for His children.
“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My
love. If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love,
just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in
His love. These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may
remain in you, and that your joy may be full. This is My
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you. Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s
life for his friends. You are My friends if you do whatever I
command you. No longer do I call you servants, for a servant
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you
friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made
known to you. You did not choose Me, but I chose you and
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your
fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My
name He may give you. These things I command you, that you
love one another.” John 15:9-17
Love is the key to everything in the Christian life. We gain our life, our
strength, our purpose, our hope – through love. We must abide in it –
continue in it – every moment. With love we will have great success –
without it great defeat.

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but
have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging
cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand
all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so
that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor,
and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it
profits me nothing. Love suffers long and is kind; love does not
envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not
behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks
no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the
truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. Love never fails.” 1 Corinthians 13:1-8

Convict
The Helper Jesus promised His disciples – the Holy Spirit – would be
a great comfort to the disciples in their ministry. He would also be the
One to do the work of convicting people about their sin and their need
for the Savior.
“And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not
believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and
you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this
world is judged.” John 16:8-11
Another vital part of the Holy Spirit’s work in the lives of the disciples
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would be guiding them into all Truth.
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot
bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has
come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on
His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He
will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of
what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has
are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and
declare it to you.” John 16:12-15
Jesus was just hours from His arrest, beating, humiliation and death –
but what was on His Mind that evening was providing for His
disciples. Yes, He was leaving them – but they would not be alone.
You and I are not alone. Jesus is thinking of us right now – providing
for us right now. We are united in Christ – united with each other –
prepared for service to our Lord and Savior.
“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe
in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You,
Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in
Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory
which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one
just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be
made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You
have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.”
John 17:20-23

Finishing the Lesson
All week long, Jesus has been teaching His disciples priceless
lessons about love, faith, hope and service. The time had come for
Jesus to finish those lessons and complete the great Work of
Sacrifice.
No Hollywood movie could ever portray the horror of what Jesus
faced on the day He was betrayed, arrested, tried, tortured and
crucified. What Jesus went through for us is beyond anything the
human mind can imagine or any computer animation can devise.
“Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted
and extolled and be very high. Just as many were astonished at
you, So His visage was marred more than any man, And His
form more than the sons of men; So shall He sprinkle many
nations. Kings shall shut their mouths at Him; For what had not
been told them they shall see, And what they had not heard
they shall consider.” Isaiah 52:13-15
I will admit to weeping at the image of my Lord and Savior taking the
punishment for my sins in His Body – twisted, torn, ripped, shredded,
emaciated, wounded, scarred, bloodied for me. Years ago I
wondered why I felt so deeply in my heart the wounds that were
inflicted on Jesus. I would hear Amazing Grace and immediately feel
a lump in my throat and tears fill my eyes. Then one day I realized
those tears were prompted from God’s Spirit inside me. God the
Father and God the Spirit felt more deeply than I ever could as a
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human for what God the Son did when He died for our sins. I
remember how Jesus wept for Jerusalem just days earlier as He
approached the city on what we now call Palm Sunday. I feel that
when I remember what Jesus did for me on that Day of Days.
• Judas kissed Jesus and betrayed Him
• The soldiers laid their hands on Jesus and took Him by force
• They spit on Him, blindfold Him, and beat Him
• The officers struck Jesus with the palms of their hands
• Many people bore false witness against Jesus
• The chief priests and scribes vehemently accused Him
• Herod, with his men of war, treated Jesus with contempt and
mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him
back to Pilate
• Professional soldiers with great skill in the torture of scourging
tore up the body of Jesus – barely leaving Him alive to then be
crucified
• The soldiers led Him away into the hall called Praetorium, and
they called together the whole garrison. They clothed Jesus
with purple, they twisted a crown of thorns and put it on
His head, they saluted Him and mocked Him – ‘Hail, King of the
Jews!’ – They struck Jesus on the head with a reed and spat on
Him. They continued to mock Jesus by bowing before Him and
worshiping Him. When they had finished mocking Jesus, they
took the purple robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and
led Him out to be crucified

• They forced Jesus to carry His own Cross as far as He could go
• They nailed Jesus to the Cross, lifted Him up and the Cross
slammed into the hole dug for it in the ground
• When they crucified Him, they divided His garments, casting
lots for them to determine what every man should take
• They put up over His head the accusation written against
Him: THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS
• The chief priests, scribes and elders mocked Jesus while He
hung naked on the Cross
• Those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads
and saying, ‘Aha! You who destroy the temple and build it in
three days, save Yourself, and come down from the cross!’
• Even those who were crucified with Jesus reviled Him
• “Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was
darkness over all the land. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried
out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that
is, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”
• Jesus said, ‘It is finished!’ And bowing His head, He gave up
His spirit
The beatings Jesus received for us are beyond comprehension. The
Roman Army had soldiers who were specially trained in beating
people almost to death. Those beatings – those horrible beatings –
were for His disciples and all who would believe on His Name. His
beatings were our beatings – His death was our death.
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“For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for
us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:
‘Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His
mouth; who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when
He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him
who judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in His own
body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for
righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. For you
were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” 1 Peter 2:21-25
How did Jesus respond to the horror around Him? He forgave
them – “Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34) Jesus was always the
perfect example of love for His disciples. He certainly was on
that Day of Days when He voluntarily gave His Life for us.
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for
his friends.” John 15:13
On this day, we are reminded of the Supreme Sacrifice of Christ for
us. It is a small thing for us to bow before Him and thank Him for His
unspeakable Gift of Love, Salvation, and continual Grace.

“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a
righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly
dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:6-8
It is finished! Praise God – it is finished.
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Lessons of Pain
Have you ever wondered what the disciples of Christ did on the day
after His death on the Cross? The Bible tells us very little about the
more than 24 hours between the Crucifixion and Resurrection. It’s the
silent time of personal pain for the Lord’s closest friends on earth.
Many of the Lord’s followers felt intense personal pain on the day
Jesus died. The disciples had fled when Jesus was arrested. Peter
had denied knowing the Lord three times. Most of the disciples were
in hiding, except for John.
“Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His
mother’s

sister,

Mary

the wife

of

Clopas,

and

Mary

Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the
disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother,
‘Woman, behold your son!’ Then He said to the disciple,
‘Behold your mother!’ And from that hour that disciple took her
to his own home.” John 19:25-27
I can only imagine what John and Mary said to each other after Jesus
was carried away to be buried. They had personally witnessed the
most horrible event in history – the murder of God’s Son. I don’t know
that I would have been able to get any sleep that night – and the next
day was probably no better. The leaders of Israel had convinced the
Roman government to kill Jesus. Would they be next?

And there were others who felt deep pain about what had happened
– including leaders of Israel.
“But all His acquaintances, and the women who followed Him
from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. Now
behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member, a
good and just man. He had not consented to their decision and
deed. He was from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who himself
was also waiting for the kingdom of God. This man went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down,
wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of
the rock, where no one had ever lain before. That day was the
Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near. And the women who
had come with Him from Galilee followed after, and they
observed the tomb and how His body was laid. Then they
returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they rested
on the Sabbath according to the commandment.” Luke 23:4956
“After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but
secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take
away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission. So he
came and took the body of Jesus. And Nicodemus, who at first
came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh
and aloes, about a hundred pounds. Then they took the body of
Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the
custom of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where He was
crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in
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which no one had yet been laid. So there they laid Jesus,
because of the Jews’ Preparation Day, for the tomb was
nearby.” John 19:38-42
Joseph and Nicodemus were opposed to the killing of Jesus, so it
must have broken their hearts to see the Lord mistreated and
murdered. They did what they could to give Jesus an honorable
burial. Joseph and Nicodemus had both been secret disciples of
Christ – “for fear of the Jews” – so the Lord’s death may have
weighed even heavier on their hearts wondering if there was anything
they could have done to stop the killing frenzy. It would have certainly
been on their minds during Sabbath worship.
Notice also the women who followed Joseph and Nicodemus to the
Lord’s burial tomb. They saw where Jesus’ body was laid, then
returned to their homes to prepare spices and fragrant oils to take
back to the tomb on the morning after the Sabbath. What pain they
must have felt that night and the next day. They loved the Lord and
had such hope for what He was going to do accomplish for Israel in
the Kingdom He preached.
This was the first Sabbath in years that the disciples had not spent it
with Jesus. He was always there to teach, comfort and guide them.
The Lord always knew what to do in a tough situation. He knew how
to handle opposition. But what happened yesterday threw all the
disciples for a loop. Even though Jesus had been telling them for a
long time that He was going to Jerusalem to die, they didn’t

understand. Now they did. They probably remembered some of what
Jesus told them the night before He died.
“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it
hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its
own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out
of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the
word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his
master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If
they kept My word, they will keep yours also. But all these
things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do
not know Him who sent Me. If I had not come and spoken to
them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for
their sin. He who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not
done among them the works which no one else did, they would
have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me
and My Father. But this happened that the word might be
fulfilled which is written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a
cause’ . . . ’A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a
little while, and you will see Me, because I go to the Father.’
Then some of His disciples said among themselves, ‘What is
this that He says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me;
and again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go
to the Father’? They said therefore, ‘What is this that He says,
‘A little while’? We do not know what He is saying.’ Now Jesus
knew that they desired to ask Him, and He said to them, ‘Are
you inquiring among yourselves about what I said, ‘A little while,
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and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will
see Me’? Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and
lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but
your sorrow will be turned into joy. A woman, when she is in
labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as
she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the
anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the
world. Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again
and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from
you.” John 15:18-25 & 16:17-22
Jesus was right – the disciples were filled with sorrow – they did
weep and lament. They understood that part because they were
experiencing it just as Jesus said – but what about their sorrow being
turned into joy? They didn’t yet understand what was coming next –
what they would see with their own eyes the next morning. All they
knew at that moment was great sorrow and fear. The disciples may
have also remembered these words that Jesus spoke at the
Passover Feast “These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be
made to stumble. They will put you out of the synagogues; yes,
the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers
God service. And these things they will do to you because they
have not known the Father nor Me. But these things I have told
you, that when the time comes, you may remember that I told
you of them.” John 16:1-4

The disciples probably thought they were next in line for arrest,
beatings and death. Jesus said it would happen to them – was now
the time? Their Messiah was dead. The future of His promised
Kingdom in great doubt. What would be next for them?
The disciples may have also remembered what Jesus had said about
His leaving and sending the Holy Spirit to help them in their service to
God. Those words may have been some comfort on that Sabbath day
after the Lord’s Crucifixion.
“But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will
testify of Me. And you also will bear witness, because you have
been with Me from the beginning” . . . Nevertheless I tell you
the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send
Him to you. And when He has come, He will convict the world
of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because
they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to
My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the
ruler of this world is judged. ‘I still have many things to say to
you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the
Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He
will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He
will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify
Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All
things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will
take of Mine and declare it to you. John 15:26-27 & 16:7-15
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The Lord’s disciples had seen so much in their time with Jesus. Even
though He was dead and their future was in question, they may
talked with each other about the great promises the Lord had given
them. They believed He was God’s Anointed One – the Promised
Messiah. They believed God would do all that He said He would do.
They didn’t understand why things had happened as they did, but
they may have had some hope that God would do as He promised.

Lessons of Life!
“Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning,
they, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb
bringing the spices which they had prepared. But they found the
stone rolled away from the tomb. Then they went in and did not
find the body of the Lord Jesus. And it happened, as they were
greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by
them in shining garments. Then, as they were afraid and
bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, ‘Why do you
seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen!
Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in
Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the
hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise
again.’ And they remembered His words.” Luke 24:1-7
How quickly things can change for the better. Tears of sorrow
became tears of joy – “So they went out quickly from the tomb with
fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.” (Matthew
28:8) How many emotions these women must have felt – fear and joy
at the same time. “He is not here, but is risen!” Those words of the
two angels must have seemed like a dream to the women who came
to the tomb to attend to the body of Jesus. The stone was rolled away
from the tomb. The soldiers were gone. The body of Jesus was also
gone. The Lord was ready to teach His disciples the greatest lesson
of all – The Lesson of Life! You see, Jesus has the Power – the
Power of Life over death. Nothing can destroy Him – nothing can
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delay Him – nothing can dissuade Him. Jesus has the Power of Life
because He is Life.
Resurrection Day had come! Within minutes of discovering the empty
tomb, Jesus began the amazing process of teaching His disciples the
Lesson of Life. Watch as the Lord displays His extraordinary Grace
and Mercy in the method and terms He used to teach this Lesson.
“Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast
seven demons.” Mark 16:9
What a precious Savior we serve! He appeared first to a woman
whose life He had turned inside out and upside down – casting out
seven demons. Imagine what she had experienced in her life –
possessed by seven awful demons. Jesus had changed her life and
she was forever grateful to Him for her deliverance. Now, Jesus was
going to teach her another lesson – He had power over demons AND
death. Hallelujah!
Next, Jesus appeared “in another form” to two disciples as they
walked in the country. Mark’s Gospel gives us a quick glimpse at that
life-changing meeting. Luke the historian gives us more detail.
“Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a
village

called

Emmaus,

which

was

seven

miles from

Jerusalem. And they talked together of all these things which
had happened. So it was, while they conversed and reasoned,

that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. But their
eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him. And He
said to them, ‘What kind of conversation is this that you have
with one another as you walk and are sad?’ Then the one
whose name was Cleopas answered and said to Him, ’Are You
the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the
things which happened there in these days?’ And He said to
them, What things? So they said to Him, ‘The things concerning
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people, and how the chief priests
and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and
crucified Him. But we were hoping that it was He who was
going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the
third day since these things happened. Yes, and certain women
of our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished
us. When they did not find His body, they came saying that they
had also seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. And
certain of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it
just as the women had said; but Him they did not see.’ Then He
said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all
that the prophets have spoken! Ought not the Christ to have
suffered these things and to enter into His glory?’ And
beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. Then
they drew near to the village where they were going, and He
indicated that He would have gone farther. But they constrained
Him, saying, Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day
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is far spent.’ And He went in to stay with them. Now it came to
pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were
opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their
sight. And they said to one another, ‘Did not our heart burn
within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He
opened the Scriptures to us?’ Luke 24:13-32
Isn’t that an amazing act by our Lord? Here He is – risen from the
dead – the most monumental evidence of God’s Love and Power
since Creation – and Jesus takes time out to talk personally with
Mary Magdalene, then appear to two disciples miles away and spend
time with them to teach them from the Law and Prophets that He was
to suffer and to enter into His glory. Their lesson that day was that
everything in the Holy Scriptures pointed to Jesus!
Here’s another wonderful display of God’s Grace. It’s found in Mark
16 “But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See
the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples—and
Peter—that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will
see Him, as He said to you.’ So they went out quickly and fled
from the tomb, for they trembled and were amazed. And they
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” Mark 16:6-8

Do you see what Jesus did? He gave the angels specific instructions
to mention Peter by name – “But go, tell His disciples—and Peter.”
How wonderful is that? Jesus knew the great pain Peter had suffered
– his denial of the Lord – the humiliation – the guilt Peter must have
felt. Jesus wanted Peter to know that he was forgiven. Jesus loved
him and had a wonderful purpose for his life. He pointed Peter to that
purpose days later after breakfast on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.
“So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?’ He
said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’ He said to
him, ‘Feed My lambs.’ He said to him again a second time,
‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes,
Lord; You know that I love You.’ He said to him, ‘Tend My
sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of Jonah, do
you love Me?’ Peter was grieved because He said to him the
third time, ‘Do you love Me?’ And he said to Him, ‘Lord, You
know all things; You know that I love You.’ Jesus said to him,
‘Feed My sheep. Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were
younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but
when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another
will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.’ This He
spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And
when He had spoken this, He said to him, ‘Follow Me.” John
21:15-19
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Mary Magdalene told Peter and the disciples what Jesus had said to
her. The two disciples Jesus walked with in the country told Peter and
the others what Jesus had said to them. But the disciples were still
having difficulty believing what they were saying – that is – until Jesus
appeared to them as well.
“Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week,
when the doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the
midst, and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ When He had
said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to
them again, ‘Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also
send you.’ And when He had said this, He breathed on them,
and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.” John 20:19-23
What a lesson Jesus taught them that moment! Everything He had
ever said to them was true. Everything He told them was going to
happen was happening in front of their eyes. Jesus promised to give
them the Holy Spirit and He did. Can you imagine what the Lord’s
disciples – his students – learned that day? They learned that they
served the Living God! Jesus had Supreme Power over life and death
and He was giving them His Authority to preach the Gospel of the
Kingdom of God!

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.’ Amen.” Matthew
28:18-20
Ah, the many lessons Jesus taught them that day and for more than a
month before He ascended to Heaven. But the greatest lesson of all
– Jesus loved them with an eternal love and would never leave them,
never forsake them. They belonged to Him – forever!
The Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ are fundamental and
central to our Faith as Christians. These are not just words to a
believer – they are life and hope.
“For if we have been united together in the likeness of His
death,

certainly

we

also

shall

be in

the

likeness

of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified
with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has
been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that
we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been
raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has
dominion over Him. For the death that He died, He died to sin
once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. Likewise
you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive
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to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:5-11
As you worship God today – this Resurrection Day – remember these
words from the Apostle Paul – “reckon yourselves to be dead indeed
to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” That is our joy – our
hope – on this Easter Sunday.
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