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The purpose of this study is to help parents, Christian martial arts
teachers and other adults guide children through the mine fields of life
and find God’s purpose and blessing for their lives.

[This study series first appeared in Grace Martial Arts Fellowship
newsletters during the 1990s]

Choosing Relationships Wisely
The fourth step to Teaching Wisdom To Our Children is to lead
them to make wise choices when it comes to relationships in life.
Babies are born into the world with almost no ability to care for
themselves. Doctors and nurses and other types of caregivers help in
the first days of a child’s life, but the primary responsibility for a
baby’s health and wellbeing falls to the parents. In a child’s early
years parents will look to family members, friends, neighbors,
teachers and others for assistance in giving their children direction
and protection. Parents soon learn about the many “mine fields”
facing them as they attempt to raise healthy, well-adjusted children.
The best way to look at anything in life is through God’s eyes. What
God believes is best for a child should be our main concern and He
has a lot to say about children.
Jesus Christ, God in Flesh, showed through His words and actions
what he thought about children. We gain a tremendous insight into
how God sees children through these verses.
“And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the
midst of them. And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into
the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble
himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of

Teaching	
  Wisdom	
  To	
  Our	
  Children,	
  Part	
  Three	
   5	
  
	
  

heaven. And whoso shall receive one such little child in my
name receiveth me.” Matthew 18:2-5
“Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should
put his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked
them. But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not,
to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 19:13-14
The NIV reads: “Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to
place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked
those who brought them. Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these.”
Verse 15 is also worth mentioning because we see how Jesus
expressed Himself to the children. “When he had placed his hands on
them, he went on from there.” Jesus touched them with His heart full
of love and interest in their lives. Adults then and now often treat
children with a lack of respect. Pure and proper touching shows
children how an adult cares for them.
Jesus created the natural process for children to be born and loves
them deeply. They are precious in His sight. Children are wonderful
examples of the spiritual relationship believers have with Christ. God
loves and protects children. His Word is full of insight into that love
and protection. In our study, we will see what God says about four
important relationships in every child’s life: parents, teachers, friends

and sexual relationships.
“And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and
when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them,
Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name,
receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not
me, but him that sent me.” Mark 9:36-37
Jesus Christ, the Creator of the Universe, took a young child in his
arms and spoke lovingly about the way adults should treat children.
Jesus was speaking in the context of his disciples arguing among
themselves about who would be the greatest in the Kingdom of God.
Jesus told them that if anyone desired to be first, they should be last
of all and servant of all. Then, He took the little child in His arms and
spoke the words quoted above. We do learn about the importance of
having child-like qualities as children of God, but we also get a
tremendous insight into how God wants us to treat the children He
brings into our lives.

Building Healthy Relationships
One of the important ways children will learn about how to build
healthy relationships in their lives is for parents, teachers and other
adults in their lives to model healthy relationships. People who are
good at building healthy relationships as adults often speak about
having healthy relationships with adults when they were children.
People who are not good at building healthy relationships as adults
often speak about having unhealthy relationships with adults when
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they were children.
What can we learn from that? The way we build relationships with
children in our care or sphere of influence will impact the way they
build relationships as adults.
Here are some examples of healthy vs. unhealthy functions that may
help you in building healthy relationships with children and guiding
them toward building healthy relationships in their lives.
• Loving vs. unloving
• Reality vs. unreality
• Completing vs. finding completion
• Friendship vs. victimization
• Sacrifice vs. demand for sacrifice
• Forgiveness vs. resentment
• Security vs. fear
• Vulnerability vs. defensiveness
• Honesty vs. deception
• Respect vs. disrespect
• Non-violent vs. violent
• Physical safety vs. physical abuse
• Comfort vs. intimidation
• Support vs. criticism
• Enjoy time together vs. do not make time for each other
• Communicate clearly and openly vs. ignore each other’s
communication
• Humor vs. hostility

• Stability vs. instability
What do you see in the relationships you have with children? What do
you see you can do to help children in your care or sphere of
influence to build healthy relationships instead of unhealthy
relationships?
Each of us has a wonderful opportunity to make a difference in a
child’s life and in the lives of all the people they will relate to during
their adult years. If enough of us commit to helping children develop
healthy relationships with others, we could impact many generations
for Christ.

Great Advice About Healthy Relationships
For Parents
”My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the
law of thy mother: For they shall be an ornament of grace unto
thy head, and chains about thy neck.”Proverbs 1:8-9
“Hear, my children, the instruction of a father, And give
attention to know

understanding; For I give you good

doctrine: Do not forsake my law.” Proverbs 4:1-2
“Hear, my son, and receive my sayings, And the years of your
life will be many. I have taught you in the way of wisdom; I have
led you in right paths. When you walk, your steps will not be
hindered, And when you run, you will not stumble. Take firm
hold of instruction, do not let go; Keep her, for she is your life.”
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Proverbs 4:10-13
“My son, keep your father’s command, And do not forsake the
law of your mother. Bind them continually upon your heart; Tie
them around your neck. When you roam, they will lead
you; When you sleep, they will keep you; And when you awake,
they will speak with you.” Proverbs 6:20-22
“A wise son makes a glad father, But a foolish son is the grief of
his mother.” Proverbs 10:1
“A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, But a scoffer does
not listen to rebuke.” Proverbs 13:1
“Whoever curses his father or his mother, His lamp will be put
out in deep darkness.” Proverbs 20:20
“Listen to your father who begot you, And do not despise your
mother when she is old.” Proverbs 23:22
For Teachers
“And say: ‘How I have hated instruction, And my heart despised
correction! I have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, Nor
inclined my ear to those who instructed me! I was on the verge
of total ruin, In the midst of the assembly and congregation.”
Proverbs 5:12-14
“Receive my instruction, and not silver, And knowledge rather
than choice gold; For wisdom is better than rubies, And all the

things one may desire cannot be compared with her.” Proverbs
8:10-11
“Hear instruction and be wise, And do not disdain it.” Proverbs
8:33
“Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you. Give instruction to a
wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a just man, and he
will increase in learning.” Proverbs 9:8-9
“He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, But he who
refuses correction goes astray.” Proverbs 10:17
“Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge, But he who hates
correction is stupid.” Proverbs 12:1
“He who disdains instruction despises his own soul, But he who
heeds rebuke gets understanding.” Proverbs 15:32
“Listen to counsel and receive instruction, That you may be
wise in your latter days.” Proverbs 19:20
“When the scoffer is punished, the simple is made wise; But
when the wise is instructed, he receives knowledge.” Proverbs
21:11
“Apply your heart to instruction, And your ears to words of
knowledge.” Proverbs 23:12
“Buy the truth, and do not sell it, Also wisdom and instruction
and understanding.” Proverbs 23:23
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For Friendships
“My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. If they say,
Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the
innocent without cause: Let us swallow them up alive as the
grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: We shall
find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with
spoil: Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse: My
son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from
their path: For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed
blood. Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any
bird. And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for
their own lives. So are the ways of every one that is greedy of
gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof.”
Proverbs 1:10-19
“Do not envy the oppressor, And choose none of his ways; For
the perverse person is an abomination to the Lord, But His
secret counsel is with the upright. The curse of the Lord is on
the house of the wicked, But He blesses the home of the just.”
Proverbs 3:31-33
“Do not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the
way of evil. Avoid it, do not travel on it; Turn away from it and
pass on. For they do not sleep unless they have done evil; And
their sleep is taken away unless they make someone fall. For
they eat the bread of wickedness, And drink the wine of

violence. But the path of the just is like the shining sun, That
shines ever brighter unto the perfect day. The way of the
wicked is like darkness; They do not know what makes them
stumble.” Proverbs 4:14-19
“My son, if you become surety for your friend, If you have
shaken hands in pledge for a stranger, You are snared by the
words of your mouth; You are taken by the words of your
mouth. So do this, my son, and deliver yourself; For you have
come

into

the

hand

of

your

friend: Go

and

humble

yourself; Plead with your friend.” Proverbs 6:1-3
“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way
of the wicked leads them astray.” Proverbs 12:26
“A perverse man sows strife, And a whisperer separates the
best of friends.” Proverbs 16:28
“He who covers a transgression seeks love, But he who repeats
a matter separates friends.” Proverbs 17:9
“A friend loves at all times, And a brother is born for adversity.”
Proverbs 17:7
“A

man

devoid

of

understanding

shakes

hands

in

a

pledge, And becomes surety for his friend.” Proverbs 17:18
“A man who has friends must himself be friendly, But there is a
friend who sticks closer than a brother.” Proverbs 18:24
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“Make no friendship with an angry man, And with a furious man
do not go, Lest you learn his ways And set a snare for your
soul.” Proverbs 22:24-25
“As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of
his friend.” Proverbs 27:17
For Sexual Relationships
“My son, pay attention to my wisdom; Lend your ear to my
understanding, That you may preserve discretion, And your lips
may keep knowledge. For the lips of an immoral woman drip
honey, And her mouth is smoother than oil; But in the end she
is bitter as wormwood, Sharp as a two-edged sword. Her feet
go down to death, Her steps lay hold of hell. Lest you
ponder her path of life—Her ways are unstable; You do not
know them.” Proverbs 5:1-6
“Drink water from your own cistern, And running water from
your

own

well. Should

your

fountains

be

dispersed

abroad, Streams of water in the streets? Let them be only your
own, And not for strangers with you. Let your fountain be
blessed, And rejoice with the wife of your youth. As a loving
deer and a graceful doe, Let her breasts satisfy you at all
times; And always be enraptured with her love. For why should
you, my son, be enraptured by an immoral woman, And be
embraced in the arms of a seductress?” Proverbs 5:15-20

“For the commandment is a lamp, And the law a light; Reproofs
of instruction are the way of life, To keep you from the evil
woman, From the flattering tongue of a seductress. Do not lust
after her beauty in your heart, Nor let her allure you with her
eyelids. For by means of a harlot A man is reduced to a crust of
bread; And an adulteress will prey upon his precious life. Can a
man take fire to his bosom, And his clothes not be burned? Can
one walk on hot coals, And his feet not be seared? So is he
who goes in to his neighbor’s wife; Whoever touches her shall
not be innocent.” Proverbs 6:23-29
“Whoever

commits

adultery

with

a

woman

lacks

understanding; He who does so destroys his own soul. Wounds
and dishonor he will get, And his reproach will not be wiped
away. For jealousy is a husband’s fury; Therefore he will not
spare

in

the

day

of

vengeance. He

will

accept

no

recompense, Nor will he be appeased though you give many
gifts.” Proverbs 6:32-35
“For at the window of my house I looked through my lattice, And
saw among the simple, I perceived among the youths, A young
man devoid of understanding, Passing along the street near her
corner; And he took the path to her house In the twilight, in the
evening, In the black and dark night. And there a woman met
him, With the attire of a harlot, and a crafty heart. She was loud
and rebellious, Her feet would not stay at home. At times she
was outside, at times in the open square, Lurking at every
corner. So she caught him and kissed him; With an impudent
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face she said to him: ‘I have peace offerings with me; Today I
have paid my vows. So I came out to meet you, Diligently to
seek your face, And I have found you. I have spread my bed
with tapestry, Colored coverings of Egyptian linen. I have
perfumed my bed With myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. Come, let
us take our fill of love until morning; Let us delight ourselves
with love. For my husband is not at home; He has gone on a
long journey; He has taken a bag of money with him, And will
come home on the appointed day.’ With her enticing speech
she caused him to yield, With her flattering lips she seduced
him. Immediately he went after her, as an ox goes to the
slaughter, Or as a fool to the correction of the stocks, Till an
arrow struck his liver. As a bird hastens to the snare, He did not
know

it would

cost his

life. Now

therefore,

listen

to

me, my children; Pay attention to the words of my mouth: Do
not let your heart turn aside to her ways, Do not stray into her
paths; For she has cast down many wounded, And all who
were slain by her were strong men. Her house is the way to
hell, Descending to the chambers of death.” Proverbs 7:6-27
We have much to do to teach our children wisdom. May God
guide us in this great task.

Wisdom for the Parent-Child Relationship
We touched on this briefly in the last chapter, but let’s take a longer
look at what is probably the most important and vital relationship a
child will ever have.
The parent-child relationship should be protected and nurtured by
everyone in a community. The success or failure of that bond affects
us all. God loves children and gave them as a special gift to parents.
“Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the
womb is his reward..As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man;
so are children of the youth.” Psalms 127:3-4
God told Israel how important the home and family are to children
and impressed the responsibility parents have to do what is right for
their children.
“Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in
your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they
may be as frontlets between your eyes. And ye shall teach
them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt write them upon
the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates: That your
days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the
land which the LORD sware unto your fathers to give them, as
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the days of heaven upon the earth. For if ye shall diligently
keep all these commandments which I command you, to do
them, to love the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, and
to cleave unto him; Then will the LORD drive out all these
nations from before you, and ye shall possess greater nations
and mightier than yourselves.” Deuteronomy 11:18-23
Children need to learn how important they are to God and how
precious they are to their parents. Parents and children don’t always
know how to say what’s in their hearts to each other, so a gentle
nudge from God’s Spirit is often helpful in developing the deeper
relationships possible within families.
God speaks clearly to children about the importance of loving and
obeying their parents. It should be in reponse to parents who are
loving and obeying God. If both are true in a family relationship, God
will be praised and glorified in every city. The truth of relationships is
that parents are not always as loving as they should be and children
are not always as loving as they should be, but that is not an excuse
for disobeying God’s direction to each. The Bible says, “To do what is
right and just is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.” (Proverbs
21:3) A parent should love their children whether the love is returned
or not. The same is true for the child who has an unloving parent.
This life is not perfect and many Christians find themselves in difficult
circumstances within the walls of their own homes, but God’s Word is
true and what He tells us to do in relation to members of our family is
true. Obey God and let Him work the miracles.

Solomon, the world’s wisest person, had much to say about the
importance and benefits of children obeying their parents and their
parents raising them in the knowledge and understanding of God.
Notice both the commands and the life benefits promised.
“My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the
law of thy mother: For they shall be an ornament of grace unto
thy head, and chains about thy neck.” Proverbs 1:8-9
“My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my
commandments with thee; So that thou incline thine ear unto
wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding.” Proverbs 2:12
“My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my
commandments: For length of days, and long life, and peace,
shall they add to thee.” Proverbs 3:1-2
“Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to
know understanding. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye
not my law. For I was my father’s son, tender and only beloved
in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me,
Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and
live. Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither
decline from the words of my mouth. Forsake her not, and she
shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. Wisdom
is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy
getting get understanding. Exalt her, and she shall promote
thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace
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her. She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown
of glory shall she deliver to thee. Hear, O my son, and receive
my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many. I have
taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths.
When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when
thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. Take fast hold of
instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life.” Proverbs
4:1-13
“My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.
Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of
thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them, and
health to all their flesh.” Proverbs 4:20-22
“My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my
understanding: That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy
lips may keep knowledge.” Proverbs 5:1-2
“My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with
thee. Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the
apple of thine eye. Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon
the table of thine heart.” Proverbs 7:1-3
“The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father:
but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother.” Proverbs 10:1
“A wise son heareth his father’s instruction: but a scorner
heareth not rebuke.” Proverbs 13:1

“He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him
chasteneth him betimes.” Proverbs 13:24
“A fool despiseth his father’s instruction: but he that regardeth
reproof is prudent.” Proverbs 15:5
“A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish man despiseth
his mother.” Proverbs 15:20
“A foolish son is the calamity of his father …” Proverbs 19:13
“Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare
for his crying.” Proverbs 19:18
“He that wasteth his father, and chaseth away his mother, is a
son that causeth shame, and bringeth reproach. Cease, my
son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from the words of
knowledge.” Proverbs 19:26-27
“Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure,
and whether it be right.” Proverbs 20:11
“Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put
out in obscure darkness.” Proverbs 20:20
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old,
he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6
“Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of
correction shall drive it far from him.” Proverbs 22:15
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“Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him
with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod,
and shalt deliver his soul from hell.” Proverbs 23:13-14
“My son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall rejoice, even
mine.” Proverbs 23:15
“Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise not thy
mother when she is old. Buy the truth, and sell it not; also
wisdom, and instruction, and understanding. The father of the
righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he that begetteth a wise
child shall have joy of him. Thy father and thy mother shall be
glad, and she that bare thee shall rejoice. My son, give me
thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.” Proverbs
23:22-26
“My son, eat thou honey, because it is good; and the
honeycomb, which is sweet to thy taste: So shall the knowledge
of wisdom be unto thy soul: when thou hast found it, then there
shall be a reward, and thy expectation shall not be cut off.”
Proverbs 24:13-14
“My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that I may answer
him that reproacheth me.” Proverbs 27:11
“Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no
transgression; the same is the companion of a destroyer.”
Proverbs 28:24

“Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give
delight unto thy soul.” Proverbs 29:17
“There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not
bless their mother. There is a generation that are pure in their
own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness. There is a
generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are
lifted up. There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords, and
their jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off the earth,
and the needy from among men.” Proverbs 30:11-14
“The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his
mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young
eagles shall eat it.” Proverbs 30:17
The New Testament also teaches parents and children much about
the importance of their relationship.
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour
thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with
promise;) That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live
long on the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.” Ephesians 6:1-4
“Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well
pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to
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anger, lest they be discouraged.” Colossians 3:20-21
“As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged
every one of you, as a father doth his children, That ye would
walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and
glory.” 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12
“One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in
subjection with all gravity … Let the deacons be the husbands
of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.” 1
Timothy 3:4,12
“But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first
to shew piety at home, and to requite their parents: for that is
good and acceptable before God.” 1 Timothy 5:4
“If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful
children not accused of riot or unruly.” Titus 1:6
“That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love
their husbands, to love their children, To be discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that
the word of God be not blasphemed.” Titus 2:4-5
God gives fathers, mothers and children shared responsibility in the
success of the parent-child relationship. Parents and children have a
big job and need the support of family and friends to be the best they
can be for the glory of God.

Please pray for all of the families in your sphere of influence.
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Wisdom for the Teacher-Child Relationship
We touched on this briefly in a previous chapter, but let’s take a
deeper look at what is probably the most important and vital
relationship a child will ever have.
We have many teachers in life. We have teachers at school, in
church, in music, in sports, at work, in martial arts. We are constantly
learning. Teachers have a tremendous influence in the lives of
children. Most teachers teach because they love and care about
children, but parents should be involved in knowing their children’s
teachers and what drives them to teach. Unfortunately, some
teachers are involved in the lives of children for the wrong reasons.
We should be aware and careful for our children’s sake.
Parents choose most of a young child’s teachers, but children will
eventually make some of their own choices. Plus, they need to know
the difference between good and poor teachers in order to help their
parents know what’s happening in the classroom. We look to God’s
Word for guidance on how to choose the best teachers for our
children and how to guide them to make those choices as they grow
up.
The first Teacher of the human race was God. He taught Adam how
to care for the Garden of Eden. He taught Eve how to be a wife to
Adam and a mother to their children. God taught Cain and Abel how
to obey their parents and be good to each other and how to farm the

land and care for animals. He taught the boys how to love and
worship Him in ways that would please God. He taught Cain about
the dangers and consequences of sin.
God taught every “great” person of the Bible what to do, how to live
and what to say. One of the best examples from the Old Testament is
the man God chose to “instruct” Israel about His Law. These are
excellent insights into how God teaches His teachers to teach. Look
at this through God’s eyes. Watch how He taught Moses to teach the
nation of Israel. What does He want parents to learn about choosing
the right teachers for their children? What does God want children to
understand about choosing good teachers? What does He want
Christian martial arts instructors to learn from these examples about
being the kind of teacher God wants us to be?
• God told Moses to “teach” His people. Moses didn’t think he
could do it, so God told him how it would work. “Now therefore
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt
say.” (Exodus 4:12) Moses did as God said and taught the
people of Israel the commandments of God. “Behold, I have
taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God
commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go
to possess it.” (Deuteronomy 4:5)
God used Moses to prepare them to enter into the “promised land.”
Israel had spent generations in slavery. The people didn’t know how
to do anything for themselves. They were used to being told what to
do and being provided for by the Egyptians. They had a lot to learn
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about taking care of themselves. God told Moses to “teach” and
“show” His children what to believe and do. Another way to say that in
more modern terms is “Show and Tell.” That’s the simplest, clearest
way of teaching. What did Moses “tell” and what did he “show?”
“And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew
them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must
do.” (Exodus 18:20) The lessons were clear: teach them the truth and
show them how to live and what to do. That’s the sign of good
teaching. Does a teacher know his or her material? Are they just
reading from a book or do they “know” the truth? Is it part of the fabric
of their lives? Can they explain it clearly so their students get it? Do
they know how to help children understand how to use the
information in their lives (the way to walk and the work they must do)?
If they don’t, it might be wise to look for another teacher. Teachers
have a powerful influence on children. It’s not an experience we can
waste.
Look at what Moses told Israel about what God taught him to teach
them. This is one of the most powerful lessons ever given any class
in all of history. We can learn so much from this because it’s God’s
message presented in a way that pleased God. Notice also how
Moses reminds Israel that God expects them to take His Word
seriously in every home and for parents to teach the truths diligently
to their children. Parents were to talk the Word and walk the Word
day and night in every aspect of family life.

“Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the
judgments, which the LORD your God commanded to teach
you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess
it: That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his
statutes and his commandments, which I command thee, thou,
and thy son, and thy son’s son, all the days of thy life; and that
thy days may be prolonged. Hear therefore, O Israel, and
observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that ye may
increase mightily, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath
promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey.
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou
shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which I command
thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt
bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon
the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. And it shall be, when
the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the land which
he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob,
to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not,
And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and
wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and olive
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trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten
and be full; Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage. Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him,
and shalt swear by his name. Ye shall not go after other gods,
of the gods of the people which are round about you; (For the
LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of
the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee
from off the face of the earth. Ye shall not tempt the LORD your
God, as ye tempted him in Massah. Ye shall diligently keep the
commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies,
and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee. And thou
shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD:
that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and
possess the good land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers,
To cast out all thine enemies from before thee, as the LORD
hath spoken.” Deuteronomy 6:1-19
Moses spent the rest of his life teaching the children of Israel. God
buried Moses personally in a grave that only He knew. God loved
Moses and left these words to remind us of the great legacy this
“teacher of Israel” left for his people and for the world.
“And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses,
whom the LORD knew face to face, In all the signs and the
wonders, which the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt to
Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land, And in all

that mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Moses
shewed in the sight of all Israel.” Deuteronomy 34:10-12
God gives us an interesting example of a teacher and master
craftsman in the Book of Exodus. His name was Bezaleel and he was
from the Tribe of Judah. We can learn much about choosing the right
teachers for our children and being the right teachers for them.
“And Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the LORD
hath called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of
the tribe of Judah; And he hath filled him with the spirit of God,
in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all
manner of workmanship; And to devise curious works, to work
in gold, and in silver, and in brass, And in the cutting of stones,
to set them, and in carving of wood, to make any manner of
cunning work. And he hath put in his heart that he may teach,
both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.
Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart, to work all manner of
work, of the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of the
embroiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen,
and of the weaver, even of them that do any work, and of those
that devise cunning work.” Exodus 35:30-35
What God did for Bezaleel to fashion him into a mighty craftsman
and teacher of crafts is similar to what He wants to do for Christian
teachers today.
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1) Filled with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in
knowledge (mastering a rich relationship with God and an
understanding of how God sees life)
2) All manner of workmanship, devise curious works, work in gold,
and in silver, and in brass, and in the cutting of stones, to set
them, and in carving of wood, to make any manner of cunning
work (mastering his craft whether it be working in metals, wood
or martial arts)
3) Teaches from the heart and with the wisdom God gives them
(has a deep desire to teach and masters himself to bring praise
to God and the riches of God’s Word to the people he teaches)
4) Filled with wisdom of heart, to work all manner of work (does
his best in everything he does)
We can learn much from these examples of master teachers.
(Interesting side note that Aholiab was from the tribe of Dan.)
• The Bible gives us many examples of good teachers. We can
learn so much by studying these men and women and what
made them teachers God used to bless His people.
Joshua was the man God chose to lead Israel after Moses died. God
taught Joshua what he must know and do in order to teach and lead
God’s people. The same is true for anyone who teaches God’s
people today.
“Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest
observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant

commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left,
that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book
of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage;
be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God
is

with

thee

whithersoever

thou

goest.

Then

Joshua

commanded the officers of the people.” Joshua 1:7-10
Samuel was a great teacher of the people of Israel at a most difficult
time in its history.
“Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the
LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good
and the right way: Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth
with all your heart: for consider how great things he hath done
for you.” 1 Samuel 12:23-24
David was a great teacher of God’s people. He was also a powerful
martial artist (warrior king) and great instructor of his army. He looked
to God to be his Teacher and Strength so he could teach others.
“He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is broken
by mine arms.” Psalms 18:34
“Blessed be the LORD my strength, which teacheth my hands
to war, and my fingers to fight: My goodness, and my fortress;

Teaching	
  Wisdom	
  To	
  Our	
  Children,	
  Part	
  Three	
  

3
3	
  

	
  

my high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I
trust; who subdueth my people under me.” Psalms 144:1-2
“Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. Lead me in
thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on
thee do I wait all the day … Good and upright is the LORD:
therefore will he teach sinners in the way. The meek will he
guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way … What
man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way
that he shall choose.” Psalms 25:4-5, 8-9, 12
“Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear
of the LORD.” Psalms 34:11
“Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with
thy free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and
sinners shall be converted unto thee.” Psalms 51:12-13
“Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my
heart to fear thy name.” Psalms 86:11
“I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy
testimonies are my meditation.” Psalms 119:99
What was it that King David wanted God to teach him? The Law.
David wanted to know God’s Law in detail so he could understand it,
obey it and teach it.

“Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes. I have
declared my ways, and thou heardest me: teach me thy
statutes … Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I
shall keep it unto the end. The earth, O LORD, is full of thy
mercy: teach me thy statutes … Teach me good judgment and
knowledge: for I have believed thy commandments … Thou art
good, and doest good; teach me thy statutes … I have more
understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my
meditation … Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of
my mouth, O LORD, and teach me thy judgments … Deal with
thy servant according unto thy mercy, and teach me thy
statutes … Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; and teach
me thy statutes.” Psalms 119:12, 26, 33, 64, 66, 68, 99, 108,
124, 135
Ezra was a priest and scribe and God used him to return the hearts
of God’s people to the Lord.
“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD,
and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments …
And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God, that is in thine
hand, set magistrates and judges, which may judge all the
people that are beyond the river, all such as know the laws of
thy God; and teach ye them that know them not.” Ezra 7:10, 25
We can mention so many other great teachers in the Bible including
Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah and all the other prophets of God. We can
name Peter, Paul, James and the other apostles of God.

Teaching	
  Wisdom	
  To	
  Our	
  Children,	
  Part	
  Three	
  

3
5	
  

	
  

However, no name in the Bible comes close to the Greatest Teacher
of all time: Jesus Christ the Lord! He taught everywhere He went.
He taught in every situation of life. He was truely the Master Teacher.
We can learn so much about teaching people by observing and
following His teaching process.
“And

Jesus

went

about

all

Galilee,

teaching

in

their

synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease
among the people.” Matthew 4:23
“Whosoever

therefore

shall

break

one

of

these

least

commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and
teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven.” Matthew 5:19
“And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing every sickness and every disease among the
people.” Matthew 9:35
“And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of
commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach
and to preach in their cities.” Matthew 11:1
“And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was
gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a

ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the
sea on the land.” Mark 4:1
“And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the
synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying,
From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is
this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are
wrought by his hands? … And he marvelled because of their
unbelief. And he went round about the villages, teaching … And
Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved
with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not
having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many
things.” Mark 6:2, 6, 34
Jesus Christ called on all His disciples to become teachers of the
Gospel of God’s Grace. It is our duty, our responsibility, our privilege,
our joy.
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:19-20
Jesus also taught His disciples to depend on God’s Spirit to
teach them what to say as they taught others. May we learn
that wonderful lesson and look to the Spirit for His Wisdom.
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“For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye
ought to say.” Luke 12:12
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto
you.” John 14:26
May we be the wise teachers our children need us to be.

Beware of Bad Teachers
God also points out the dangers to His people of bad teachers. These
are people who will try to lead children away from the truth through
their bad instruction. Christian parents should be careful of these
types of teachers. Here are some examples of those kinds of
teachers.
Beware of teachers of other belief systems. Their words may sound
good, but death lies in their sounds.
“But thou shalt utterly destroy them; namely, the Hittites, and
the Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the Hivites,
and the Jebusites; as the LORD thy God hath commanded
thee: That they teach you not to do after all their abominations,
which they have done unto their gods; so should ye sin against
the LORD your God.” Deuteronomy 20:17-18

Beware of anyone who claims to speak for God but leads
people away from God’s Truth. Their purpose is not to make
things better for people. It is to make thing better for
themselves. False teachers are greedy people who want to
profit from the misery of others. Be careful not to think or say
that no one can lead children of Christian parents away from
God’s Truths. Jesus told His disciples that false Christs and
false teachers would arise and show signs and wonders to
seduce even the elect. The consequences for following false
teachers are serious and lasting. We must help our children
identify false teachers and bad teachers and help them know
how to resist them and their teachings. They must learn how to
“try the spirits” to see if they are of God.
“For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth them, neither
do they seek the LORD of hosts. Therefore the LORD will cut
off from Israel head and tail, branch and rush, in one day. The
ancient and honourable, he is the head; and the prophet that
teacheth lies, he is the tail. For the leaders of this people cause
them to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed.” Isaiah
9:13-16
“Thy

first father hath

sinned, and

thy

teachers

have

transgressed against me. Therefore I have profaned the princes
of the sanctuary, and have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel
to reproaches.” Isaiah 43:27-28

Teaching	
  Wisdom	
  To	
  Our	
  Children,	
  Part	
  Three	
  

3
9	
  

	
  

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” Matthew 7:15
“And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many …
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall
shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” Matthew 24:11, 24
“For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew
signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the
elect.” Mark 13:22
“Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure
heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned: From
which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain
jangling; Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding
neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm.” 1 Timothy 1:5-7
” If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing
nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words,
whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, Perverse
disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth,
supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.” 1
Timothy 6:3-5

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 2 Timothy
4:3-4
“For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers,
specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must be
stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they
ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake. One of themselves, even a
prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil
beasts, slow bellies. This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke
them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; Not giving
heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn
from the truth. Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them
that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their
mind and conscience is defiled. They profess that they know
God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and
disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.” Titus 1:1016
“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as
there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them,
and bring upon themselves swift destruction.” 2 Peter 2:1
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“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out
into the world.” 1 John 4:1
“And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These
things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame
of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; I know thy works, and
charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works;
and the last to be more than the first. Notwithstanding I have a
few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman
Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to
seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things
sacrificed unto idols. And I gave her space to repent of her
fornication; and she repented not. Behold, I will cast her into a
bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. And I will kill her
children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am
he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto
every one of you according to your works.” Revelation 2:18-23
Teachers have tremendous influence over the minds of children and
young people. Let us join together in prayer and purpose to stand
against those who would do bodily, mental, emotional and spiritual
harm to these precious gifts from God.
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