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The Grace of God has touched every human being who has ever lived. The 
impact is Mighty. The Grace of God is the most powerful force on earth. 

The Grace of God has freed slaves, won wars, toppled nations, healed the 

sick, raised the dead and saved souls for eternity. The Grace of God is the 

reason millions of people have lived and died with hope for a better life. 

The Grace of God saved Adam and Eve from eternal damnation by 

banishing them from the Garden of Eden and keeping them out after they 

sinned against God. Following Cain’s brutal murder of his brother Abel, the 

Grace of God brought Seth and Enosh into the world to fulfill His promise of 
salvation. God’s Grace saved Noah and his family from the devastating 

flood and spared the earth from a future watery grave. God’s Grace called 

Abram out from among all the people of the world to make of him a great 

nation that would include the Messiah of Israel, Jesus Christ. The Grace of 
God opened up the barren womb of Sarah in her old age to keep the pure 

line of the Savior alive through Isaac. 

These are early Bible examples of God’s Grace. You will find hundreds as 
you read through the Old Testament. The names of Jacob, Joseph, Moses, 

Joshua, Deborah, Gideon, Samson, Ruth, Samuel, Saul, David, Solomon, 

Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, 

Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 

Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi are all people who knew personally of the 
Power of God’s Grace. 
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The Grace of God is Mighty. It is strong and influential. It makes a 
difference in each life it touches. The Old Testament is phenomenal proof 

that God is Who He says He is: The Almighty God of Creation! Here are 

several examples of the Power of God’s Grace in the Old Testament. 

Concentrate on the power of God’s actions and the Grace that caused 
them. Look for the wonderful life lessons that speak to us from each one. 

Remember as you read that God and His Grace are as powerful today as 

ever. 



The Power of Grace �  of �4 20

Noah and God’s Grace 

Noah was a man. He was not a king, warrior or magician. He was just a 

man. But he was a righteous man. He was a man who found Grace in the 
Eyes of God. God was fed up with the wickedness of the human race. He 

could have squashed the planet like a bug and ended human history, but 

He didn’t. God had made a promise to save mankind and He was bound to 

do it. He showed amazing patience and love through the Grace He 

bestowed on Noah. Read this great portion of Scripture and hear the voice 
of God, listen to the sound of rain and flood, hear the screams of the 

wicked, see the Power of God, watch His tender Grace unfold. 

“Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually. And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the 

earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So the LORD said, ‘I will 

destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both 

man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that 
I have made them.’ But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD 

… Then the LORD said to Noah, ‘Come into the ark, you and all your 

household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in 

this generation. You shall take with you seven each of every clean 
animal, a male and his female; two each of animals that are unclean, 

a male and his female; also seven each of birds of the air, male and 

female, to keep the species alive on the face of all the earth. For after 

seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and 
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forty nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living 
things that I have made.’ And Noah did according to all that the LORD 

commanded him. Noah was six hundred years old when the 

floodwaters were on the earth. So Noah, with his sons, his wife, and 

his sons’ wives, went into the ark because of the waters of the 
flood. Of clean animals, of animals that are unclean, of birds, and of 

everything that creeps on the earth, two by two they went into the ark 

to Noah, male and female, as God had commanded Noah. And it 

came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on 

the earth. In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second 
month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the 

fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of 

heaven were opened. And the rain was on the earth forty days and 

forty nights. On the very same day Noah and Noah’s sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons 

with them, entered the ark— they and every beast after its kind, all 

cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth 

after its kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every 
sort. And they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in 

which is the breath of life. So those that entered, male and female of 

all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the LORD shut 

him in. Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters 

increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The 
waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth, and the ark 

moved about on the surface of the waters. And the waters prevailed 

exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole 

heaven were covered. The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, 
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and the mountains were covered. And all flesh died that moved on 
the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that 

creeps on the earth, and every man. All in whose nostrils was the 

breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died. So He 

destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: both 
man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were 

destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in 

the ark remained alive. And the waters prevailed on the earth one 

hundred and fifty days … Then God remembered Noah, and every 

living thing, and all the animals that were with him in the ark. And God 
made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. The 

fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, 

and the rain from heaven was restrained. And the waters receded 

continually from the earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the 
waters decreased. Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the 

seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat. And the 

waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the 

tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains 
were seen. So it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah 

opened the window of the ark which he had made. Then he sent out 

a raven, which kept going to and fro until the waters had dried up 

from the earth. He also sent out from himself a dove, to see if the 

waters had receded from the face of the ground. But the dove found 
no resting place for the sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark 

to him, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth. So he put 

out his hand and took her, and drew her into the ark to himself. And 

he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove out 
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from the ark. Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, 
a freshly plucked olive leaf was in her mouth; and Noah knew that the 

waters had receded from the earth. So he waited yet another seven 

days and sent out the dove, which did not return again to him 

anymore. And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the 
first month, the first day of the month, that the waters were dried up 

from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark and 

looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry. And in the 

second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth 

was dried.  Then God spoke to Noah, saying, ‘Go out of the ark, you 
and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. Bring out 

with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle 

and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may 

abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.’ So 
Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with 

him. Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever 

creeps on the earth, according to their families, went out of the 

ark. Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean 
animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the 

altar. And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD said 

in His heart, ‘I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake, 

although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will 

I again destroy every living thing as I have done. While the earth 
remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and 

summer, And day and night Shall not cease.’” Genesis 6:5-8; 7:1-24; 

8:1-22 
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God had the Power to destroy the planet Earth and everyone and 
everything on it. He didn’t because of the Power of His Grace. He loved 

Noah. Noah found favor (Grace) in God’s eyes. God altered earth forever, 

but He left a remnant of living beings to start again. God has the Power to 

destroy a planet and the Grace to save it. He is truly an Amazing God! 
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Abraham and God’s Grace 

Abraham was also a man, just like Noah. He lived his life like all of us do. 

He had hopes and dreams. He wanted to raise a family and provide for 
them the best he could. But God had plans for Abraham that went far 

beyond anything Abraham could have ever imagined. 

“The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people and 

your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. ‘I will 
make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your 

name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless 

you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will 

be blessed through you.’ So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; 
and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set 

out from Haran. He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the 

possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired 

in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived 

there. Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great 
tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the 

land. The LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your offspring I will 

give this land.’ So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had 

appeared to him. From there he went on toward the hills east of 
Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 

east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of 

the LORD …. The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from 

him, ‘Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, 
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east and west. All the land that you see I will give to you and your 
offspring forever. I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, 

so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be 

counted. Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am 

giving it to you.’ So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the 
great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD 

…. After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: ‘Do 

not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.’ But 

Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I 

remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” And Abram said, ‘You have given me no children; so a 

servant in my household will be my heir.’ Then the word of the LORD 

came to him: ‘This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from 

your own body will be your heir.’ He took him outside and said, “Look 
up at the heavens and count the stars–if indeed you can count them.’ 

Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’ Abram believed the 

LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness …. When Abram 

was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, ‘I am 
God Almighty ; walk before me and be blameless. I will confirm my 

covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your 

numbers.’ Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, ‘As for me, this 

is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. No 

longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I 
have made you a father of many nations. I will make you very fruitful; 

I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will 

establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and 

you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to 
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be your God and the God of your descendants after you. The whole 
land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an 

everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I 

will be their God.’ …. With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, 

saying, ‘Hurry! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, 
or you will be swept away when the city is punished.’ When he 

hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of 

his two daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the LORD 

was merciful to them. As soon as they had brought them out, one of 

them said, ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t look back, and don’t stop 
anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept 

away!’ But Lot said to them, ‘No, my lords, please! Your servant has 

found favor in your eyes, and you have shown great kindness to me 

in sparing my life. But I can’t flee to the mountains; this disaster will 
overtake me, and I’ll die. Look, here is a town near enough to run to, 

and it is small. Let me flee to it–it is very small, isn’t it? Then my life 

will be spared.’ He said to him, ‘Very well, I will grant this request too; 

I will not overthrow the town you speak of. But flee there quickly, 
because I cannot do anything until you reach it.’ (That is why the town 

was called Zoar.) By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had risen 

over the land. Then the LORD rained down burning sulfur on Sodom 

and Gomorrah–from the LORD out of the heavens. Thus he 

overthrew those cities and the entire plain, including all those living in 
the cities–and also the vegetation in the land. But Lot’s wife looked 

back, and she became a pillar of salt. Early the next morning 

Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood before 

the LORD. He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all 
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the land of the plain, and he saw dense smoke rising from the land, 
like smoke from a furnace. So when God destroyed the cities of the 

plain, he remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot out of the 

catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived.” Genesis 

12:1-8; 13:14-18; 15:1-6; 17:1-8; 19:15-29 

Abraham knew God in a way very few people ever would. He walked and 

talked with God. He knew firsthand how Gracious and Powerful is the God 

of Heaven. 
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Isaac, Jacob and God’s Grace 

God does not always bestow His Grace on good and wise people. One of 

the beauties of God’s Grace is that it’s for anyone and everyone. Isaac and 
Jacob displayed many of the basic weaknesses of human beings, but 

always carried with them the Grace and Promises of God. Watch how God 

repeatedly used His Power to overcome obstacles to keep His Plan alive in 

Isaac and Jacob. 

“Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the 

LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. Sarah became pregnant 

and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had 

promised him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore 
him….Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, 

‘Abraham!’ ‘Here I am,’ he replied. Then God said, ‘Take your son, 

your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. 

Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will 

tell you about’….When they reached the place God had told him 
about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He 

bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 

Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But 

the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, ‘Abraham! 
Abraham! ‘Here I am,’ he replied. ‘Do not lay a hand on the boy,’ he 

said. ‘Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, 

because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.’ 

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its 
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horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place The LORD 

Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD 

it will be provided.” The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from 

heaven a second time and said, ‘I swear by myself, declares the 
LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your 

son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your 

descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on 

the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of 

their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be 
blessed, because you have obeyed me’….Isaac prayed to the LORD 

on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. The LORD answered 

his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. The babies 

jostled each other within her, and she said, ‘Why is this happening to 
me?’ So she went to inquire of the LORD. The LORD said to her, 

‘Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will 

be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the 

older will serve the younger’….Now there was a famine in the land–
besides the earlier famine of Abraham’s time–and Isaac went to 

Abimelech king of the Philistines in Gerar. The LORD appeared to 

Isaac and said, ‘Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land where I tell 

you to live. Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will 

bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands 
and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. I will make 

your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give 

them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth 

will be blessed, because Abraham obeyed me and kept my 
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requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws.’ So Isaac 
stayed in Gerar….That night the LORD appeared to him and said, ‘I 

am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with 

you; I will bless you and will increase the number of your 

descendants for the sake of my servant Abraham.’ Isaac built an altar 
there and called on the name of the LORD. There he pitched his tent, 

and there his servants dug a well. Meanwhile, Abimelech had come 

to him from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his personal adviser and Phicol the 

commander of his forces. Isaac asked them, ‘Why have you come to 

me, since you were hostile to me and sent me away?’ They 
answered, ‘We saw clearly that the LORD was with you; so we said, 

`There ought to be a sworn agreement between us’–between us and 

you. Let us make a treaty with you that you will do us no harm, just as 

we did not molest you but always treated you well and sent you away 
in peace. And now you are blessed by the LORD.’ Isaac then made a 

feast for them, and they ate and drank. Early the next morning the 

men swore an oath to each other. Then Isaac sent them on their way, 

and they left him in peace….After Isaac finished blessing him and 
Jacob had scarcely left his father’s presence, his brother Esau came 

in from hunting. He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to his 

father. Then he said to him, ‘My father, sit up and eat some of my 

game, so that you may give me your blessing.’ His father Isaac asked 

him, ‘Who are you?’ ‘I am your son,’ he answered, ‘your firstborn, 
Esau.’ Isaac trembled violently and said, ‘Who was it, then, that 

hunted game and brought it to me? I ate it just before you came and I 

blessed him–and indeed he will be blessed!’ When Esau heard his 

father’s words, he burst out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his 
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father, ‘Bless me–me too, my father!’ But he said, “‘Your brother came 
deceitfully and took your blessing.’ Esau said, ‘Isn’t he rightly named 

Jacob? He has deceived me these two times: He took my birthright, 

and now he’s taken my blessing!’ Then he asked, ‘Haven’t you 

reserved any blessing for me?’ Isaac answered Esau, ‘I have made 
him lord over you and have made all his relatives his servants, and I 

have sustained him with grain and new wine. So what can I possibly 

do for you, my son?’ Esau said to his father, ‘Do you have only one 

blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!’ Then Esau wept aloud. 

His father Isaac answered him, ‘Your dwelling will be away from the 
earth’s richness, away from the dew of heaven above. You will live by 

the sword and you will serve your brother. But when you grow 

restless, you will throw his yoke from off your neck.’ Esau held a 

grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given 
him. He said to himself, ‘The days of mourning for my father are near; 

then I will kill my brother Jacob.’ When Rebekah was told what her 

older son Esau had said, she sent for her younger son Jacob and 

said to him, ‘Your brother Esau is consoling himself with the thought 
of killing you. Now then, my son, do what I say: Flee at once to my 

brother Laban in Haran. Stay with him for a while until your brother’s 

fury subsides.’ Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-2, 9-18; 25:21-23; 26:1-6, 24-32; 

27:30-44 

Jacob spent many years of his life running from Esau and others. He 

wrestled with God, overcame and received God’s blessing and a new 

name, Israel. Jacob also fathered one of the greatest men of God who ever 

lived; a man who would save the life of his father and brothers, one of 
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whom would be an ancestor of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. The man was 
Joseph. 
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Joseph and God’s Grace 

“So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. But 

they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they 
plotted to kill him. ‘Here comes that dreamer!’ they said to each other. 

‘Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and 

say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes 

of his dreams.’ When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from 

their hands. ‘Let’s not take his life,’ he said. ‘Don’t shed any blood. 
Throw him into this cistern here in the desert, but don’t lay a hand on 

him.’ Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to 

his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of 

his robe–the richly ornamented robe he was wearing–and they took 
him and threw him into the cistern. Now the cistern was empty; there 

was no water in it. As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up 

and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels 

were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way 

to take them down to Egypt. Judah said to his brothers, ‘What will we 
gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? Come, let’s sell him 

to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our 

brother, our own flesh and blood. His brothers agreed. So when the 

Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of 
the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the 

Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt …. Now Joseph had been taken 

down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s 

officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites 
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who had taken him there. The LORD was with Joseph and he 
prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. When 

his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave 

him success in everything he did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and 

became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, 
and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. From the time he 

put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the 

LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. 

The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in 

the house and in the field …. Joseph’s master took him and put him 
in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined. But 

while Joseph was there in the prison, the LORD was with him; he 

showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison 

warden. So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the 
prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. The 

warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because 

the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did 

…. So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the 
dungeon. When he had shaved and changed his clothes, he came 

before Pharaoh. Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I had a dream, and no one 

can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that when you hear a 

dream you can interpret it.’ ‘I cannot do it,’ Joseph replied to Pharaoh, 

‘but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires’ …. Then Pharaoh 
said to Joseph, ‘Since God has made all this known to you, there is 

no one so discerning and wise as you. You shall be in charge of my 

palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with 

respect to the throne will I be greater than you.’ So Pharaoh said to 
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Joseph, ‘I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.’ Then 
Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s 

finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain 

around his neck. He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-

command, and men shouted before him, ‘Make way!’ Thus he put him 
in charge of the whole land of Egypt. Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I 

am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift hand or foot in all 

Egypt.’ …. Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph! Is my father still 

living?’ But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they 

were terrified at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, 
‘Come close to me.’ When they had done so, he said, ‘I am your 

brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be 

distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, 

because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two 
years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five 

years there will not be plowing and reaping. But God sent me ahead 

of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives 

by a great deliverance. ‘So then, it was not you who sent me here, 
but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household 

and ruler of all Egypt.” Genesis 37:17-28; 39:1-5, 20-23; 41:14-16, 

39-44; 45:3-8 
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