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Writing For Our City On A Hill
We appreciate the opportunity to write articles for Our City On A Hill. 2018
was our first year writing for OCOAH and the response to the articles has
been wonderful.
My thanks to Katie Ashworth Taylor, Katie Wilson and Kelly Mott for the
great job they do with Our City On A Hill and the wonderful support they
have been to me in publishing these articles.
We pray republishing them in an eBook format that people can download,
read and share will be a blessing to many in North Alabama and across the
country.

Mark McGee
&
Our City On A Hill
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“Me? A Christian? Don’t Count On It!”
JANUARY 11, 2018

“If God exists, I dare him to sit down in front of me right now and be
interviewed!” (Pause)
“Well, apparently God doesn’t exist or maybe he’s under the weather today
(chuckle).”
The year was 1970. I was at my peak as the most hated radio talk show
host in our area and I loved it! People called me blasphemous, filthy,
disgusting. Things couldn’t have been better. I was young, hot and on my
way to the top. But it didn’t start out that way.
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I was born to Christian parents who loved God and served Him with all their
hearts. I grew up in churches. I participated in the children and youth
programs. I made a profession of faith in Christ as a boy. I sang in the
choir. I was a teen leader. I gave my testimony in church. I won Bible drills.
I worked at a national denominational summer camp. The only problem
was, I wasn’t saved. My religion was dry and useless. I was dead in
trespasses and sins.
By 1969, I was heavily involved in sin. It brought me great, though
temporary, pleasure. My lust for sin and disgust for the church led me to a
belief that God did not and could not exist. It is certainly easier to live a life
of sin if you don’t believe in God. If there is no God, there is no sin and no
punishment.
I started as a radio talk show host and newsman in a small market after
college. I moved to a larger market the next year and quickly became a
well-known talk show host. I used the airwaves to promote my atheistic
beliefs. The Christian community bombarded me with phone calls. They
couldn’t stand the things I said about their God. They hated my views on
almost everything. I found it easy to move Christians away from intellectual
discussions about God to emotional reactions to things I said. I enjoyed
making Christians sound bad.

Our City On A Hill 2018

7 of 43

My parents never stopped praying for me. One day my mother told me she
was praying for me. I told her not to waste her time. She told me she was
confident I would soon receive Christ as my Savior. I laughed, placed my
arm around her and said: “Me? A Christian? Don’t count on it!” She smiled
and gave me a knowing hug.
Something very strange happened a few months later. The owner of our
station told us he was changing the format from News/Talk Radio to
Religious programming. Religious? He had to be kidding! I was between a
rock and a hard place. I had to have a job but I didn’t want to start doing
religious radio. The need for money won out and I stayed. I ended up
playing gospel music and religious programs during my on-air shift.
I was able to keep a weekly two-hour interview program, even though the
topics had to be about religion. I heard about a man who was going to lead
an expedition to Turkey to search for the remains of Noah’s Ark. I thought it
would be a hoot to interview this guy and make fun of his plans. But God
had other plans. He was about to get the best of me!
I had done a little research about the man I was going to interview. I read
he believed in a world-wide flood that killed the dinosaurs, only several
thousand years ago. He really believed God had saved the human race by
putting a man, his family and a whole lot of animals on a boat. He was
actually going to climb a mountain and look for the remains! I also read he
believed God had created the earth in six days. I was going to have a lot of
fun with this guy! Everybody knew it took millions of years for life to evolve.
He believed the human race had started with one man and one woman in a
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garden and that a snake had duped them into ruining it for everybody by
tricking them into eating an apple. I was going to make mincemeat of this
guy!
Dr. Henry M. Morris was a kind, soft-spoken man. He was intellectual and
scientific in his approach to my questions. Instead of making fun of him, I
found myself amazed at his knowledge. I was actually talking with a
Christian who knew something about science. In fact, he was a professor of
science! Dr. Morris fended off my questions as if I were just a freshman in
one of his basic college courses. His knowledge and kind spirit impressed
me.
I thanked Dr. Morris profusely at the end of the interview and wished him
luck in his search. What was happening? How could I be so easily swayed
to consider something I knew in my heart couldn’t be true? I didn’t know
what, but something had happened to me that day.
God wasn’t through answering prayers. I heard about a Christian ministry
that ran Gospel films at a drive-in theater. I thought that might be an offbeat kind of interview. I called the director of the ministry and asked him if
he would appear on my interview show. He said he would.
Terry Lytle was a kind, well-spoken, talented man. I didn’t know it then, but
later learned he was quite concerned about appearing on my show. Terry
knew my reputation as an atheist and Christian-hater. He had heard me
tear up Christians on the air. Terry depended on God to show him how to
respond to me and my questions. I found Terry’s stories about depending
on God for his life and ministry fascinating. I don’t know why, but I was nice
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to him, just like I was to Dr. Morris. I had made fools of other Christians I
had interviewed, why not them?
I kept in touch with Terry after the interview. We went out to lunch. I stopped
by his office from time to time. I advised him on his sound system at the
drive-in theater. I met his family and found them very warm and loving
people. I met Dr. Ed Hindson who worked with Terry. I spent hours asking
Terry and Ed questions about the existence of God and proof that the Bible
was real. They told me about Jesus Christ and His love for me. They told
me about how He died a cruel death for me. I knew the story, but I never
“knew” the story. It never hit me that if the Son of God had died for me, that
was the greatest love I had ever known.
They patiently dealt with me for months until one day Terry asked me a lifechanging question. He asked me if I knew of any reason why I shouldn’t
receive Christ as my Savior. I thought for a moment and told him “no”, I
couldn’t think of any reason. Terry and I went into his office. We sat down in
chairs across from each other. He led me in a simple prayer. I told God I
believed in Him. I told God I was a sinner and needed His forgiveness. I
told God I believed He had sent His Son Jesus Christ to live a perfect life
on earth and die on the cross for my sins. I asked God to forgive me my
sins. I asked Jesus to come into my heart and give me eternal life. Terry
prayed for me and my new life in Christ. I looked at Terry. He looked at me.
We smiled and shook hands. That was my spiritual beginning.
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It’s been almost 47 years since I prayed that simple prayer in Terry’s office.
God has been very good to me. He’s never let me down. He’s kept all His
promises. I’ve tasted of the Love and Grace of God. I’ve seen the mountain
top. I’ve been in the valley. I can say with no reservation that a life of
following Christ is The Greatest Life. It is the wisest of many choices.
If you are asking some of the tough questions about God and life right now,
I understand. If you’re an atheist, I understand. If you hate Christians and
the Church, I understand. Truthfully, every question you have can be
answered. Every pain you feel can be healed. God loves you and has a
wonderful plan for your life. It begins when you talk to God and tell Him you
need Him. He’s there for you. He will forgive you. He will comfort you. He’ll
love you every second of your life. God is what the world needs now. God
meets my every need. He meets the needs of millions of other people. He’ll
meet your needs, too.
(This article first appeared in Billy Graham’s Decision Magazine in 1991.
The author has revised it for online use.)
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“Easter – One Act of Righteousness”
MARCH 22, 2018

“Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all
men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s
righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in
justification of life.” Romans 5:18
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What an amazing statement! One act of righteousness on the part of Jesus
Christ was enough to bring Justification of life for all men. What was this
“righteousness” that brought about such outstanding results for the human
race?
“Righteousness” is an English translation of the Greek word dikaiomatos. It
means “a righteous act or deed.” The root word means “right, just.” Jesus
did the “right” thing and it brought life for all people.
Jesus always did the “right” thing during His life on earth. Every step He
made, every word He spoke, every action He took was “the right thing.” He
told His disciples: “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.” (Matthew 5:17). Jesus
came to earth to do everything “right.” He followed the rules. He stayed
focused on doing the “right” things. All of His “right” actions were leading to
one act of righteousness that would spell “L-I-F-E” for all people. That
moment was the Cross.
Jesus endured one of the most horrible deaths known to man: crucifixion.
People beat Him, whipped Him, mocked Him, spit on Him, cursed Him,
nailed Him to a cross, stabbed Him, cut Him, and left Him to hang for hours
in the hot sun. Jesus could have commanded an army of angels to free
Him and destroy every enemy in Jerusalem, but He didn’t. Jesus did the
“right” thing.
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At the end of His time on the cross, Jesus asked for something to quench
His thirst, then said, “It is finished.” What was finished? The task at hand.
Jesus had finished what His Heavenly Father had sent Him to accomplish:
to die for the sins of mankind. That was the one righteous act Paul wrote
about many years later.
“Righteousness” is about doing right things. It’s about finishing those right
things. It’s about obeying the One who sends you to finish those right
things. Jesus is our GREAT EXAMPLE of doing what’s right. What came
from Christ’s obedience? What came from His “one act of righteousness?”
“Justification that brings life for all men.”
The Greek word for “justification” is dikaiosin. Notice the similarities? The
words for “righteous act” and “justification” come from the same root word:
dikaio. “Justification” is the act of pronouncing someone righteous. It takes
a righteous act on the part of a righteous person to pronounce someone
else righteous. In the case of Christ, He was the righteous Person Who
performed the righteous act of shedding His blood for us. In that righteous
action, He provided a way for human beings to stand justified before the
Supreme Being.
Jesus did the tough thing. He went the distance. He kept His eye on the
goal before Him. He didn’t stop when death stood before Him. His followers
didn’t want Him to go to the cross. Peter tried to stop Him, but Jesus did the
right thing. He didn’t waver. He remained steadfast to complete the work
His Heavenly Father had given Him.
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You and I received the benefit of His righteous act. Christ’s death paid the
penalty for our sin. God’s anger against us was cooled because Jesus did
what was right. Paul wrote that we became “the righteousness of God”
because of Christ’s act.
“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 2 Corinthians
5:21
What do we learn from this? Right actions lead to right results. One of my
favorite sayings from Total Quality Management (TQM) is: “Do right things
right the first time.” That’s what Christ did. He did the right things. He did
them right and did them right the first time.
Christ is our example. You and I are not in a position to die for the sins of
anyone, but we can do “right things right” every day. Doing right things for
others will have right results. Christ is “in” us doing the Will of His Father.
God wants to bless the lives of others through us. That’s what He did with
Christ. He blessed the world through Jesus. He wants to bless the world
now through the Spirit of Christ Who is in us.
Tens of millions of Christians live on this planet. If each one of us would
obey the Spirit of Christ in us, we could do hundreds of millions of righteous
acts every day. We would make a big difference in the lives of millions of
people every day. It may be saying a kind word to a friend. It may be
sharing a word of encouragement with a neighbor. It may be spending
quality moments with our children. It may be listening to the pain of a fellow
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worker and sharing the insights of Christ. It may be praying for someone’s
loss. It may be speaking boldly in the community about doing the right
thing. It may be telling someone about Christ’s love for them and how He
did the “right thing” for them when He died on the cross centuries ago.
We never know what “right thing” we do in a day is going to have a deep
and lasting effect on the life of another person. But God does. Our
responsibility is to do right things. The Spirit of Christ in us knows what
those right things are. He will do right things through us because He is in
us.
Right actions lead to right results. Listen to the Spirit of Christ in you and
you will do the right thing.

“Scripture taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by
Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.”
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“Why Am I Here?”
MAY 31, 2018

One of the big questions in life is ‘why am I here’? As people who believe
God’s Word, we know He created the human race for Himself. Until we
understand that and search out its meaning for our life, we will miss out on
the abundant life Jesus came to give us.
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Say this to yourself: I am here for God. Say it again: I am here for God. Are
you comfortable with that statement? If we are ‘here for God,’ then
everything we do and say is for God. If we are ‘here for God,’ then we think
about Him, listen to Him, talk to Him, plan our lives around Him, and talk
about Him with other people. If we are ‘here for God,’ then living every day
for Him is a natural occurrence. Living every day for God is not out of the
ordinary if we are ‘here for God.’ So, what does that mean to you? What
does it mean to live your life for your Creator?
Two other questions: Are you ready to meet God today? – and – Do you
want to meet God today? We may not see each other again at church or
work or at the market or in the neighborhood this week because some or
even all of us may be in Heaven before then. We belong to God and are
here for His purpose, so He may decide to bring us home to be with Him at
any time.
People who don’t know God would say that’s crazy talk, but it’s natural for
believers. We know God made us for eternity. Going to Heaven is not a
surprise for us because it’s our eternal home. In Hebrews 11 we read that
by faith Abraham “waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder
and maker is God.” The author also wrote that Abraham and other Old
Testament believers desired a “heavenly country” and that God had
“prepared a city for them.”
This is the promise Jesus made His disciples. He has prepared a place for
us and one day will bring us home to be with Him. We know that our life on
earth is just the beginning of knowing and enjoying the Everlasting God.
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Our physical death on earth is not an end to life; it’s the door that opens up
the fullness of life forever.
The other point is wanting to be with God as soon as possible. We want to
be with the people we love the most. I understand how Paul felt when he
said he was torn between going to Heaven to be with God and staying on
earth to help believers. Going to be with God was better for him – staying
on earth was better for them. It’s also the feeling we have when a brother
or sister in Christ goes to be with God. We are sad for their family and for
ourself because we’ll miss them, but overjoyed for the one who goes to
Heaven because we know how wonderful that is for them. And it’s also
wonderful for God! He brings His children home to be with Him at just the
right time. The death of a saint is precious to God – not because they died,
but because they now stand in His Presence, fully alive, knowing God face
to face, in all His Glory.
Yet, at the same time, we know that this life we have on earth is our one
chance to serve God while living in a mortal, sin-scarred body. That may
sound a little crazy, but I think it’s important to realize that God has given us
the great privilege of demonstrating to Him just how much we love Him –
how much we appreciate what He’s done for us – by choosing to love Him
and abandon the desires of sin while still living in a sinful world.
The choices we make in Heaven will be far different than the choices we
make here on earth. Corruptible puts on incorruption and mortal puts on
immortality when we meet God in Heaven. The choices we make now for
God are made in bodies that are tempted and tested daily. Living for God in
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Heaven will be extremely easy because we will leave sin behind. “Death
will be swallowed up in victory” – “God will give us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ!” Choosing to love God and serve Him now while living in
sinful flesh is hard, but it is possible because of His Word and His Spirit
living in us. I think there’s something very special about a Christian
choosing to give God everything they are and everything they have while
on earth. This is our “proving” ground.
I’m reminded what God told the Israelites before they entered the promised
land –
“And you shall remember that the Lord your God led you all the way
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to
know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His
commandments or not … Beware that you do not forget the Lord your
God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His
statutes which I command you today, lest—when you have eaten and
are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them; and when
your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are
multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; when your heart is lifted
up, and you forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the land
of Egypt, from the house of bondage; who led you through that great
and terrible wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and scorpions
and thirsty land where there was no water; who brought water for you
out of the flinty rock; who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which
your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He
might test you, to do you good in the end— then you say in your
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heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gained me this
wealth.’ Deuteronomy 8:2, 11-17 NKJV
Was God punishing the children of Israel by testing them in the
wilderness? Not at all! He was preparing them to live the best possible life
in the promised land. He was preparing them to understand that their
wealth came from God and not from themselves. That was a vital lesson for
them and is for us as well.
Paul wrote this in his first letter to the Christians at Corinth –
“Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the
Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will
test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has
built on it endures, he will receive a reward.” 1 Corinthians 3:12-14
When we are tested in our life today, do you think God is punishing or
preparing us? Step back for a moment, take a deep breath, look at God’s
Word carefully and I believe you’ll see that what God is doing is preparing
us to live the best possible life on earth before He brings us home to our
reward.
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If we agree with what God says in His Word about life, then we will live
every day as if it could be our last day on earth. We agree with God that life
is fragile and not in our control. We agree that it is a mist that appears for
just a moment, then vanishes away. Our life on earth is temporary. Our life
with God is forever.
Jesus told His disciples not to focus on tomorrow or next week or next year.
He told them to focus on today because that’s what we have – we have
today. The promise God makes us about tomorrow is that we will be with
Him forever. What a blessing!

“Scripture taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by
Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.”
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“Trading Fear for Faith”
AUGUST 2, 2018

The idea of trading “fear for faith” is a primary principle for learning selfdefense. The full statement is –
“Don’t be ‘afraid,’ be ‘aware’ … trade ‘fear’ for ‘faith’.”
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What is this “faith” we use instead of being afraid? It’s faith in our ‘training,’
our ‘equipping,’ for defending ourselves. The hours we spend with a selfdefense instructor learning how to escape from dangerous situations is
what we would trust in if we faced an attacker for real.
The same is true for Christians. The Apostle Paul warned leaders of the
Ephesian Church about guarding Christians against the dangers they
would face –
“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the
church of God which He purchased with His own blood. For I
know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves
men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after themselves. Therefore watch, and remember that
for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day
with tears.”

Acts 20:28-31 NKJV

Paul later wrote those same leaders and the Christians in Ephesus about
the importance of training to trade fear for faith –
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the
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measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should
no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning
craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love,
may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what
every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the
edifying of itself in love.”

Ephesians 4:11-16

Notice the process — Jesus gave gifted people (apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, teachers) to His Church to equip (train) believers to
edify (build up) the Body of Christ until we all come to:
1. Unity of faith
2. Knowledge of the Son of God
3. A perfect man
4. Measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ
5. No longer children
6. Speaking the truth in love
7. Grow up in all things in Christ who is the Head of the Body
8. Joined and knit together by what every joint supplies
9. Every part doing its share
10. Causing growth of the Body for the edifying of itself in love
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Now that’s what I call “faith defense”! Jesus Christ building His Church,
Christian leaders equipping the Church, Christians training, maturing,
serving and growing up in all things in Christ.
That is the process that prepares believers to ‘trade fear for faith’.
So, how’s that working out today? We know Christ is building His Church
(Matthew 16:18), so how is the rest of the process working? Are Church
leaders equipping? Are Christians maturing and serving? If you take the ten
points from Ephesians 4 listed above and place them next to your church,
your leaders, your service, do you see any need for improvement?
My guess is that your answer is the same as mine — there is room for
improvement.
That shouldn’t be surprising given Christ’s feedback to Ephesian church
leaders about 30 years after Paul wrote his letter to them —
“To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says
He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the
midst of the seven golden lampstands: ‘I know your works, your
labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are
evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and
are not, and have found them liars; and you have persevered
and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and
have not become weary. Nevertheless I have this against you,
that you have left your first love. Remember therefore from
where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I
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will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its
place—unless you repent. But this you have, that you hate the
deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. ‘He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the
midst of the Paradise of God.’” Revelation 2:1-7
This caught my attention many years ago and hasn’t let go of my mind and
heart. Paul the Apostle preached the Gospel in Ephesus decades earlier
and spent years ministering in that city and writing to and meeting with
leaders of the Ephesian church. However, Jesus Christ, the Builder of the
Church, had something “against” the Ephesian church a generation later.
The believers at Ephesus had “left” their “first love.” Jesus called on them
to repent and return to that most-important love. He also called on
churches to “overcome.”
If Jesus dictated a letter to us today, what would He say? Would He say
that everything is fine, we’re doing a great job, no improvement necessary?
Or might our Lord point out some areas where we need to improve? Might
He tell us we had fallen in some respect and call on us to repent? Might He
warn us, as He did the Ephesians, that unless we repented He would
remove our lampstand from its place? Would He challenge us to
“overcome”?
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I think He would and is calling on church leaders and members in our city
to do just that — repent and overcome. Our Lord and Savior loves us
deeply. He wants us to trade in our earthly fears for spiritual faith in Him.
Jesus wants church leaders to love, lead and equip and believers to follow,
mature and serve.
There is so much to be done in our city and we can do it as we ‘trade fear
for faith’ — faith in our training, faith in our Lord.

“Scripture taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by
Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.”
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“Let’s Be Grandparents of Genuine Faith”
SEPTEMBER 6, 2018

Did you know that September 9, 2018 is Grandparents Day? I think that’s
pretty cool, but then I am a grandparent.
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I love being a grandparent. My wife and I have three beautiful
granddaughters and they are among our greatest joys in this world. We
moved back to Huntsville a few years ago specifically to be near them.
Why? Good question.
We became Christians a couple of years before our first child was born.
The Bible became our guide to becoming new parents. I recommend it
highly. God created the family and knows how it works best. That includes
creating a very special role for grandparents.
The Bible also became a guide to teach us how to be grandparents who
would bless and be blessed by this amazing new relationship with these
very special human beings who are made in God’s image.

Our Heritage
“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, The fruit of the womb
is a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children
of one’s youth.” Psalm 127:3-4
Remember this little saying? “First comes love, then comes marriage, then
comes the baby in the baby carriage.” I know that may sound a little old
fashioned today, but it’s how God intended things to begin in the family.
First there’s love, then marriage, then what the psalmist called “the fruit of
the womb,” a reward to parents. It also becomes a reward to grandparents!
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“Children’s children are the crown of old men, And the glory of
children is their father.” Proverbs 17:6.
I remember holding our first grandchild in the hospital. She was about an
hour old. I walked her around the room and told her how much I loved her
and that Jesus loved her even more.
“One generation shall praise Your works to another, And shall declare
Your mighty acts.” Psalm 145:4
Christian parents tell their children about the “mighty acts” of God. That’s
an important part of raising children to know that God exists and what He
has done. Christian grandparents do the same thing and that is an
important reinforcement to their children’s children.
“… when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which
dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I
am persuaded is in you also.” 2 Timothy 1:5
The Apostle Paul made an important point here that we do not want to
miss. Timothy, who played a vital role in supporting Paul’s foundational
ministry, was impacted powerfully by his grandmother and mother. Acts
16:1-3 tells us that Timothy’s mother was Jewish and his father was Greek.
Paul pointed to the importance of the “genuine” faith of his mother and
grandmother. The word genuine in the Greek means “sincere, without
hypocrisy.”
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Timothy’s grandmother lived out her faith sincerely and without hypocrisy.
Lois lived her life in such a way that her daughter Eunice and grandson
Timothy saw what genuine faith looked like. Our children and grandchildren
need to see us living a genuine Christian faith. Why?

Our Challenge
Our challenge is to model genuine Christianity in a culture that is both
disingenuous and post-truth. If we as Christian parents and grandparents
don’t model a genuine faith, where will our children see it? They won’t –
and too many aren’t.
The statistics about the number of young people raised by one or more
Christian parents “walking away from their faith” is high. Some surveys
show the drop-out rate to be as high as 80% of young people between the
ages of 17 and 19 leaving Christianity – most for a more secular view of the
world – a world that either doesn’t believe God exists or that the God who
exists is not necessary.
I dropped out of church at the age of 17 and was an atheist by the age of
19, so I can relate. I was a statistic when I dropped out in the mid-1960s,
but to my parents I was much more than that. I was their son. And that is
the point. These massive statistics have names and lives and parents and
grandparents. They are the precious children we have invested so much
time and energy in raising to believe in Jesus Christ only to see them grow
up to walk away from Him. That’s heartbreaking.
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Why is this happening? One of the primary findings of surveys by groups
like Lifeway and Barna is that many young people view Christians they
know as hypocrites – Christians who do not have a genuine faith. That was
my first response to people who asked me why I walked away from
Christianity – the hypocrisy I saw in the lives of Christians I knew. Here we
are more than 50 years later and the problem of hypocrisy is still with us
Are there other challenges? Yes. Young people surveyed said:
• the church seems to reject much of what science tells us about the world
• the church is not a safe place to express doubts
• the faith and teachings they encounter at church are shallow
• the church seems like an exclusive club
(Barna Research, Gen Z, 2018)

Our Response
How can Christian parents and grandparents respond effectively? Let’s
start with genuine faith – just like the faith of Lois and Eunice that impacted
Timothy. What does genuine faith look like? Glad you asked!
“But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting On those
who fear Him, And His righteousness to children’s children, To such
as keep His covenant, And to those who remember His
commandments to do them.” Psalm 103:17-18
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Grandparents are in a unique position in families. Their faith and practice
have a strong history with their children and that opens the opportunity to
influence the next generation – “to children’s children.” Grandparents have
lived long enough to have a powerful understanding about the mercy of
God and how important it is to fear God. That understanding is priceless in
today’s family and society.
Grandparents have the ears of their children and their grandchildren, so it’s
wise to be thoughtful and purposeful in speaking to them about what it
means to have “genuine faith.”
“Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you
forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your
heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your children and
your grandchildren.” Deuteronomy 4:9
Moses pointed out three things we grandparents need to do for our
grandchildren:
1. Take heed to ourself (Hebrew – shamar – “keep watch, preserve”)
2. Diligently keep ourself (Hebrew – shamar – “keep watch, preserve”)
3. Teach what we’ve seen and learned to our children and grandchildren
Grandparents are an important part of how families protect children and it
begins by guarding ourselves “lest you forget the things your eyes have
seen.” As we are careful to keep watch over our own lives, we can preserve
the lives of those we love most.
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Happy Grandparents Day! Let’s make a difference in our families for the
glory of God.

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by
Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Our City On A Hill 2018

39 of 43

Our City On A Hill 2018

40 of 43

“High and Lifted Up”
NOVEMBER 1, 2018

These are difficult times – times we know are going to grow even harder in
the days and months to come. So, here are some words of encouragement
as we walk together as the Body of Christ on earth.
The people of our planet have lifted themselves up high above everyone
and everything, even the God Who made them. That is the nature of man
to be high and lifted up that others may admire them, fear them, obey them.
God has allowed this behavior to continue for thousands of years –
thousands of hard years for His people – but the time of man is coming to a
close. It will soon be God’s time – God’s time to be High and Lifted Up!
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“For the day of the Lord of hosts Shall come upon everything
proud and lofty, Upon everything lifted up— And it shall be
brought low— Upon all the cedars of Lebanon that are high and
lifted up, And upon all the oaks of Bashan; Upon all the high
mountains, And upon all the hills that are lifted up; Upon every
high tower, And upon every fortified wall; Upon all the ships of
Tarshish, And upon all the beautiful sloops. The loftiness of man
shall be bowed down, And the haughtiness of men shall be
brought low; The Lord alone will be exalted in that day, But the
idols He shall utterly abolish.” Isaiah 2:12-18
I love the Book of Isaiah. What a great prophet of God. Isaiah saw things in
such an amazing way – a way in which we can also see. Isaiah saw things
from God’s perspective. We look at the proud and lofty and are envious or
afraid. We look at the loftiness of man’s accomplishments and are
overcome with wonder and awe. God looks at the proud and lofty of the
earth and sees sinful pride. He sees the day approaching when the
loftiness of man will be brought low. He sees the day when He alone will be
exalted. Isaiah saw the end of all things and was glad for it. We also see
the end of all things and rejoice with him.
God is already Ruler of the Universe, so there is no one higher than Him.
What then does it mean for God to be “high and lifted up?” It means that all
of His creation sees Him for Who He is and worships Him for what He has
done. This is a joyous hope for God’s people, but what about those who
see themselves high and lifted above Him? What of that future time will
they enjoy? None of it.
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“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was
found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great,
standing before God, and books were opened. And another book
was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were
judged according to their works, by the things which were
written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it,
and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them.
And they were judged, each one according to his works.”
Revelation 20:11-13
When I think of God high and lifted up, I think of God on His great White
Throne judging the people of all ages. The planet we now call home will
flee from God’s Face and the dead, both small and great, will stand before
God. The “books” the angels write on in Heaven will be opened and God
will judge people according to their works. Every knee will bow before God
and every tongue will confess that He is Lord (Isaiah 45; Romans 14;
Philippians 2). That includes all those who were proud and lofty during their
lives.
This year contains many surprises for all of us because of the evil that is
growing stronger in our land. As the enemy reveals his plans, let us keep
our eyes looking up for that day when God will be high and lifted up and the
whole world will know and confess “that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.”
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“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to
give to every one according to his work. I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” The
Revelation of Jesus Christ 22:12-13
We can shout with the Apostle John – “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”

“Scripture taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by
Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.”
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