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Writing For Our City On A Hill 

We appreciate the opportunity to write articles for Our City On A Hill. 2019 

was our second year writing for OCOAH and the response to the articles 

has been wonderful. 

My thanks to Katie Ashworth Taylor, Katie Wilson and Kelly Mott for the 

great job they do with Our City On A Hill and the wonderful support they 

have been to me in publishing these articles. 

We pray republishing them in an eBook format that people can download, 

read and share will be a blessing to many in North Alabama, across the 

country and around the world. 

Mark McGee 

& 

Our City On A Hill 

http://www.ourcityonahill.net
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“If You Love Jesus, You Will…“ 
JANUARY 3, 2019 

  

 

Do you love Jesus? 

Do you love what Jesus is doing right now? 
Do you know what Jesus is doing right now? 

He is building His Church. 

Do you love that Jesus is building His Church right now? 

Do you love the Church Jesus is building? 

If you do, what are you doing to help build it? 
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After His resurrection, Jesus asked Peter an important series of questions 
– 

“So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?’ He said to 
Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’ He said to him, ‘Feed My 

lambs.’ He said to him again a second time, ‘Simon, son of Jonah, do 

you love Me?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’ 

He said to him, ‘Tend My sheep.’ He said to him the third time, 

‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me? Peter was grieved because 
He said to him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?’ And he said to Him, 

‘Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘Feed My sheep.” John 21:15-17 

Peter denied Jesus three times and Jesus asked him three times if Peter 

loved Him. That’s an important study in itself, but not the emphasis for this 

article. I want us to consider what it means to love what Jesus loves and 

invest our lives in it. 

Jesus loves His “lambs,” His “sheep.” Who are the Lord’s lambs and 

sheep? We know who they are because they are us – members of the 

Church the Lord is building. We are the sheep of His “pasture.” 

Read these next verses closely and think about why Jesus asked Peter to 

“feed” His lambs and “tend” His sheep – 
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“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by 
the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a 

robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 

To him, the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he 

calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. And when he 
brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow 

him, for they know his voice. Yet they will by no means follow a 

stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of 

strangers.’ Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand 

the things which He spoke to them. Then Jesus said to them again, 
‘Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who ever 

came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear 

them. I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and will 

go in and out and find pasture. The thief does not come except to 
steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, 

and that they may have it more abundantly. ‘I am the good shepherd. 

The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who 

is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the 

sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling 

and does not care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd; and I 

know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, 

even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And 
other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, 

and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one 

shepherd. Therefore My Father loves Me because I lay down My life 

that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of 
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Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
This command I have received from My Father … Now it was the 

Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter. And Jesus 

walked in the temple, in Solomon’s porch. Then the Jews surrounded 

Him and said to Him, ‘How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are 
the Christ, tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered them, ‘I told you, and you 

do not believe. The works that I do in My Father’s name, they bear 

witness of Me. But you do not believe, because you are not of My 

sheep, as I said to you. My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, 

and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, 

who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 

snatch them out of My Father’s hand. I and My Father are one.” John 

10:1-18, 22-30 

Jesus gave His life for His sheep and is intent on protecting His sheep. 

That’s how important we are to Jesus. 

The Power of Defeating Satan 

Protect us from what? Jesus gave Peter a clue prior to His crucifixion – 

“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father 

who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this 

rock, I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it.” Matthew 16:17-18 
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Jesus is protecting us from Satan and all the forces of his evil kingdom. 
How does Jesus do that? 

Jesus won the victory over Satan by defeating Him on the Cross – 

“And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you 

all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that 

was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of 

the way, having nailed it to the cross. Having disarmed principalities 
and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 

them in it.” Colossians 2:13-15 

“Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might 

destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and 

release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject 

to bondage.” Hebrews 2:14-15 

The Power of Feeding Sheep 

Jesus wasn’t kidding when He told Peter that if he loved Him he should 

“feed” His sheep. How would Peter do that? Jesus told him how several 
hours before His arrest and crucifixion – 
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“But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 
‘Where are You going?’ But because I have said these things to you, 

sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth. It is to 

your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will 

not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. And when He 
has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and 

of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of 

righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 

of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. ‘I still have 

many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, 
when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; 

for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He 

will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for 

He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the 
Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and 

declare it to you.” John 16:5-15 

God the Son paid the penalty for sin by dying on the Cross – 

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, according to the riches of His grace.” Ephesians 1:7 

God the Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment 
and guides Christ’s disciples “into all truth.” The Holy Spirit does that 

speaking “whatever He hears.” 

God the Father has given the Son “all things” that are His. 
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Jesus Christ has all authority in Heaven and on earth and has given us, His 
disciples, the work of making disciples and “teaching them to observe all 

things” that Christ has commanded us (Matthew 28:18-20). 

What is this “disciple-making” and “teaching to observe” all things that 
Jesus commanded us? It’s what Jesus said to Peter – 

• Feed My Lambs 

• Tend My Sheep 

• Feed My Sheep 

The Greek word translated “feed” is βόσκω and means “feed, pasture.” It’s 

what shepherds around the world do every day. They take their sheep to 

pastures where the sheep can feed (graze). 

The Greek word translated “tend” is ποιµαίνω and means “shepherding, 

protecting, guarding, guiding.” 

This is what Jesus does for us and what He commands us to do for others 

– feed and guard, pasture and shepherd. That’s why Jesus said in John 10 

– 

“The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he 
who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the 

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the 

sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling 
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and does not care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd; and I 
know My sheep, and am known by My own.” 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd and expects us to be good shepherds of His 

flock. We are not hirelings who do not care about the Lord’s sheep. That’s 
why Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him and told Peter to feed and protect 

His sheep. Jesus wanted Peter to invest his very life in the flock of God. 

Where are these “pastures” for feeding the Lord’s sheep? Wherever the 

Word of God is taught accurately and powerfully. 

“For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which 

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of 

God which He purchased with His own blood. For I know this, that 
after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not 

sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise up, 

speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 

themselves. Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did 
not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.” Acts 20:27-31 

Do you love Jesus? Then feed His lambs and protect His sheep. 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by 
Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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“The One for Whom Jesus Died” 
APRIL 18, 2019 

  

 

“But you have a custom that I should release someone to you at the 
Passover. Do you therefore want me to release to you the King of the 
Jews?’ Then they all cried again, saying, ‘Not this Man, but Barabbas!’ 
Now Barabbas was a robber.” John 18:39-40 

One of my favorite stories around Easter time is about Barabbas. Why?  

Because it has a life-saving message for us today. 
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Barabbas is mentioned in all of the Gospel accounts. John’s is the shortest. 
Matthew, Mark and Luke go into greater detail. Why do all four Gospel 

writers include the account of Barabbas? One answer could be that it was 

pivotal to whether Jesus would die or be released. Another answer could 

be that it was one of the ways God demonstrated His great love for us. 

John wrote that Barabbas was a “robber.” According to Matthew’s account, 

Barabbas was a “notorious prisoner.”  Mark wrote that Barabbas was 

chained with his fellow rebels because they had committed murder in “the” 

rebellion. Luke also wrote that Barabbas had been thrown into prison for 
murder and for being in a rebellion in Jerusalem. 

Let’s set the scene for a moment. Marcus Pontius Pilate was the Roman 

governor of Judaea at the time Jesus was teaching, preaching and working 
miracles in that same area. Historical writings about Pilate report the Jews 

didn’t like him because of his harsh governance and pushing his paganism 

on them. Pilate had to put down many rebellions during his time in Judaea 

and Barabbas was probably one of the rebels his troops had arrested. 
Pilate obviously saw the guilt of Barabbas and the innocence of Jesus and 

may have thought the Jews would see it the same way – even though he 

knew the real reason Jesus was standing before him was because of the 

envy of the Jewish chief priests. 

The Jews had a custom that the Roman governor would release a prisoner 

to them at Passover. The custom may have been an ancient one as part of 

remembering God’s freeing His people from Egypt following the first 

Passover. Some scholars suggest it may have been part of a Roman 
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custom. Whichever it was, Pilate recognized the custom and used it as an 
attempt to free Jesus. 

“You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the 
people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I 
have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of 
which you accuse Him; no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back 
to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by 
Him. I will therefore chastise Him and release Him.” Luke 

23:14-16 

The Jews and their leaders who were gathered together for the sole 

purpose of making sure the Romans crucified Jesus would have none of 

Pilate’s offers to chastise Jesus and release Him. 

“But Pilate answered them, saying, ‘Do you want me to release 
to you the King of the Jews?’ For he knew that the chief priests 
had handed Him over because of envy. But the chief priests 
stirred up the crowd so that he should rather release Barabbas 
to them. Pilate answered and said to them again, ‘What then do 
you want me to do with Him whom you call the King of the 
Jews?’ So they cried out again, ‘Crucify Him!’ Then Pilate said to 
them, ‘Why, what evil has He done?’ But they cried out all the 
more, ‘Crucify Him!’” Mark 15:9-14 



Our City On A Hill 2019  of 17 78

Even though Pilate knew Jesus was innocent of all charges against him, 
and had been warned by his wife against harming “that just Man” because 

of a dream she had had, Pilate capitulated to the crowd. 

“So Pilate, wanting to gratify the crowd, released Barabbas to 
them; and he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, to be 
crucified.” Mark 15:15 

We know little about what happened to Barabbas after Pilate released him 

to the crowd. Barabbas was a rebel, thief and murderer and may have 
returned to that life. However, facing the death penalty and seeing an 

innocent person willingly die in his place may have had a profound impact 

on his life. The Bible and history don’t answer that question. 

We do see the Apostle Peter mention Barabbas briefly in Acts 3 – 

“The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied 
in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to 
let Him go. But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked 
for a murderer to be granted to you, and killed the Prince of life, 
whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses. And 
His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, 
whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through 
Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of 
you all.” Acts 3:13-16 
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What we do see in this brief moment of time in the life of Barabbas is that 
the innocent Jesus died in the place of the guilty rebel, thief and murderer. 

Certainly it stands as a lesson for us all. 

“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; 
yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to 
die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:6-8 

Jesus, a Just and Righteous Man who was innocent of any crime, died for 

the ungodly Barabbas and He died for you and me. Though we have no 

record of how Barabbas responded to the love of Jesus Christ, we know 

what our response should be – 

“Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His 
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His life. And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the 
reconciliation.” Romans 5:9-11 

If you have received the gracious gift of God’s love through Christ’s death 

on the Cross, rejoice! If you have not received this gift, be reconciled to 

God today through the death of God’s Son and be saved. 
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“… if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in 
your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 

10:9-10 

Those are our prayers for you and your family, in Jesus’ Name. 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by 

Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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“This Is How I Fight My Battles”  
MAY 30, 2019 

  

 

One of the more popular praise and worship songs released last year is 

“Surrounded (Fight My Battles).” It was written by Elyssa Smith. In an 
interview a year ago Smith said the idea for the song came when a prayer 

leader read from 2nd Chronicles where Jehoshaphat sent Levites in front of 

Israel’s army to sing praises that would confuse the enemy. 

https://www.newreleasetoday.com/article.php?article_id=2422
https://www.newreleasetoday.com/article.php?article_id=2422
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“You will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still 
and see the salvation of the Lord, who is with you, O Judah and 

Jerusalem!’ Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against 

them, for the Lord is with you.” 2 Chronicles 20:17 

That reminded Smith of when Elisha and his servant were surrounded by 

enemies and Elisha asked the Lord to open his servant’s eyes to see the 

host of angels that surrounded their enemy. It was that thought that led her 

to sing – “this is how I fight my battles, It may look like I’m surrounded 
but I’m surrounded by You.” 

Here’s that passage from 2nd Kings – 

“Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and 
they came by night and surrounded the city. And when the servant of 

the man of God arose early and went out, there was an army, 

surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to 

him, ‘Alas, my master! What shall we do?’ So he answered, ‘Do not 
fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with 

them.’ And Elisha prayed, and said, ‘Lord, I pray, open his eyes that 

he may see.’ Then the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and 

he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of 

fire all around Elisha. So when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha 
prayed to the Lord, and said, ‘Strike this people, I pray, with 

blindness.’ And He struck them with blindness according to the word 

of Elisha.” 2 Kings 6:14-18 
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Elisha first asked God to ‘open’ his servant’s eyes so he would see the 
mighty power of God. Elisha then asked God to ‘blind’ the eyes of his 

enemies. Elisha and his servant led the blinded Syrian soldiers to Samaria 

where they were treated compassionately and returned to their king. The 

result was that the bands of Syrian raiders came no more into the land of 
Israel (verse 23). 

The Keys to the Fight 

The keys to the fight of our lives are in the Scriptures Smith mentioned in 

the interview – 

“Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.” 

“Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, for the 

Lord is with you.” 

“And He struck them with blindness according to the word of Elisha.” 

Salvation is of the Lord, according to the Word of the prophet. What do we 

do? 

1. Position ourselves for battle 
2. Stand still 

3. See the salvation of the Lord 

4. Do not be afraid 

5. Go out and fight for the Lord is with us 
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6. Obey the word of the prophet 

This is not unlike the words of the Apostle Paul concerning spiritual battle – 

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 

against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and 

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 

the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 

heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 

stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put 

on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with 

the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of 
faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 

wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and 

supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 
perseverance and supplication for all the saints— and for me, that 

utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to 

make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 

ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to 

speak.” Ephesians 6:10-20 

Paul says we must be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. We 

must position ourselves in the battle knowing that our salvation is “of the 

Lord.” Paul says we must put on the whole armor of God so we may be 
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able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. We don’t 
need to fear for God is with us. We must obey the word of the prophet. God 

spoke His Word through the Apostle Paul to protect us and call us into 

battle with Satan. 

Our Example for Battle 

Our greatest example for fighting spiritual battles comes from the Lord 

Jesus Christ – 

“Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the 

Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted 

for forty days by the devil. And in those days He ate nothing, and 

afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry. And the devil said 
to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, command this stone to become 

bread.’ But Jesus answered him, saying, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not 

live by bread alone, but by every word of God.’ Then the devil, taking 

Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time. And the devil said to Him, ‘All this 

authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to 

me, and I give it to whomever I wish. Therefore, if You will worship 

before me, all will be Yours.’ And Jesus answered and said to him, 

‘Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord 
your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ Then he brought Him to 

Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, ‘If 

You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here. 10 For it is 

written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you,’ and, 
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‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against 
a stone.’ And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘It has been said, ‘You 

shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ Now when the devil had ended 

every temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune time.” 

Luke 4:1-13 

How did Jesus fight His face-to-face battle with Satan? He quoted God’s 

Word – “It is written …” That is the KEY to fighting our battles in life – “It is 

written.” Here’s why I say that. 

Praise and worship are both words and intent. If the words are right but the 

intent is not, there is no power for the battle. If the intent is right but the 

words are not, there is no power for the battle. Jesus had both the right 

Words and the right Intent. He won the battle. 

The First Example 

The first example of spiritual battle is found in Genesis 3 when the devil 
tested Eve – 

“Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which 

the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, ‘Has God indeed 

said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?’ And the woman 
said to the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 

but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has 

said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ Then the 

serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die. For God knows 
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that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the 

tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree 

desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also 

gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of 
them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 

sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.” Genesis 

3:1-7 

Eve may have had the right intent, but she had the wrong words. God did 
not say “nor shall you touch it.” Eve added to the Word of God. She also 

allowed the devil to sway her with his lying words – “You will not surely die. 

For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Eve got the words wrong and 
that impacted her intent and she lost the battle. 

How We Fight Our Battles 

Every Christian is involved in spiritual warfare — whether they realize it or 

not. Knowing that you are in a fight is a big part of being able to win. 

Knowing how to fight is the next part. Just as we need to know how to 

defend ourselves physically in order to win against physical attacks, we 

need to know how to fight our spiritual battles. 

How we fight our battles is to follow the example of Jesus when the devil 

tested Him. 
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How we fight our battles is to follow the “word of the prophet” and put on 
the whole armor of God, “that you may be able to stand against the wiles of 

the devil.” 

Our prayer is for your personal victory! 

“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 

your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 15:57-58 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by 

Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



Our City On A Hill 2019  of 29 78



Our City On A Hill 2019  of 30 78

“How Families Can Build Durable Faith” 
JUNE 13, 2019 

  

 

If we are to believe the new breed of atheists, Christianity will be a distant 
memory in the rearview mirror of the 21st century. Author Albert 

Williams believes the world is about to change and offers up three possible 

outcomes: 

“Religion will cease to exist, having been replaced by a new model of 
human behavior and understanding; Religion as we know it will change 

to adapt to a modern world; or Religious ideology will replace our current 

knowledge, transforming the world into a backward theocracy.” 
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On the other hand, we have these statements from Jesus Christ: 

“I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it.” Jesus Christ, Matthew 16:18 

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 
Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.” Jesus Christ, 
John 10:27-28 

Jesus Christ believes He will prevail in the 21st century and beyond. Albert 

Williams and many other atheists believe Christianity will end in less than 

100 years. Who are we to believe? As mature Christians we believe Christ 

because our faith in the evidence is strong, but what about our children? Is 
there anything we can do to ensure that their faith will be strong and endure 

to the end of their lives? 

Yes, there is much Christian parents can do to ‘faith-proof’ their children in 
this very challenging time. It begins before children are born. Christian 

couples who want to become parents should spend time learning what is 

involved in parenting as Christians. 

Parenting is far more than just the biological processes involved. Parenting 
brings a new “soul” into the world. Think about that for a moment. 

Becoming a parent means bringing a new soul into the world. That should 

be sobering to all of us. 
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A “new soul” means a new person who did not exist before conception. 
Bringing that new “person” into the world through biological processes 

carries tremendous responsibilities to parents and should not be started 

without serious consideration about the weight of those responsibilities. 

A Serious Choice 

Babies are so cute! Everybody wants to look at them, touch them, hold 

them, kiss them, love them. That’s natural and good for baby and parents. 
However, the cuteness of babies is not a good reason to become the 

parent of one. 

Babies are human beings with souls made in the image of God. If you are 

pregnant, you are carrying a human being with a soul made in the image of 
God. If you have given birth to a new child, you are the new parent of a 

human being with a soul made in the image of God. If you are the parent of 

a child of any age, you are the parent of a human being with a soul made in 

the image of God. 

What is my point? Parenting is a serious choice. Parents, and people 

thinking about becoming parents, need to seriously consider that choice. 

Like marriage, becoming a parent is not a decision to make lightly. 

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, The fruit of the 
womb is a reward.” Psalm 127:3 
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God has given us these precious human souls to love, nourish, protect, 
teach, discipline and guide through life. What does that mean? God holds 

parents responsible for how they love, nourish, protect, teach, discipline 

and guide their children through life. I repeat. God holds parents 

responsible and accountable to Him for how they raise the precious gift of 
children. 

Even as God holds parents responsible, He also gives parents a unique 

advantage in raising children. They get children first. Parents take their 

children home from the hospital and surround them with love and 
protection. If anyone wants to hurt our babies, they have to go through us 

first! 

Parental Opportunity 

I like telling students in our martial arts classes that they are “unique, 

unrepeatable miracles of God” and they like hearing that! Every child is 

unique. There’s no one else in the world like them. Even if some of their 
physical features are similar to another child who is alive now or lived in the 

past, their soul is unlike any other soul that ever came into being. Every 

child is truly unique and one of a kind. 

Parenting is all about building relationships. Husbands and wives build 
relationships with each other, then expand that relationship to include their 

children. Babies change families just by being alive. The family relationship 

structure changes because a new soul is added to the clan. A family with 

two children is different than it was before the second child was born into it. 
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A family with one child is different than it was before the first child was born 
into it. Children change families in ways that God intended for the growth 

and prosperity of the human race. 

“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed 
them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and 
subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” Genesis 
1:28 

Human “multiplication” is the beautiful way God designed to bring a living 

soul into the world. Parents are working with God’s purpose for life when 

they love each other and through that love conceive a living soul. 

Parenting is a wonderful opportunity to work with your child in a very 

personal way to help them learn the things God wants all of His children to 

know. Since you get the first opportunity to impact your child, you have an 
advantage on the three enemies your child will face throughout his or her 

life: 

• the world 

• the flesh 

• the devil (Ephesians 2:1-3) 
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Parents are in a unique position to help their children develop in four vital 
areas to combat the ravages of the three enemies: 

• Knowledge 

• Understanding 

• Wisdom 

• Character 

Most Christian parents I know want their children to grow in all of those 

areas, but the statistics of more than half of children from Christian homes 
leave Christianity after high school raises some important questions. Why 

are they leaving and what can parents do about it? 

The answer is readily available to each of us. It’s in our hearts and in God’s 
Word. 

A Special Love 

The first thing a new baby needs is love and lots of it! Babies need to be 

held, touched, hugged, kissed and all of the other fun stuff that parents and 

grandparents get to do with them. This love MUST continue throughout a 

child’s life to help them cope with the opposition they will face from both 

external (world and devil) and internal (flesh) challenges. 

The Apostle Paul wrote a letter to Titus telling him to impress on older 

women in the church the importance of admonishing younger women “to 

love their children” (Titus 2:4). The word for “love” that Paul used is 
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φιλοτέκνους. It comes from the Greek word for a deep, personal, intimate, 
close bond of personal affection; prizing that person based on experience. 

Researchers have discovered that children who are loved unconditionally 

by their parents usually do better in every area of life. That includes the 

size of their brain, ability to learn and relate to others, better health and 
self-esteem, and a host of other important aspects of living. ( ** ) 

Can a parent’s unconditional love help build a “durable faith” in a child’s 

life? Absolutely! Will it be easy? Absolutely not! 

Relentless 

Parenting that’s needed to help build a durable faith for your child may end 

up being the toughest thing you do as a mother or father. Remember the 
three enemies your child will face throughout his or her life? They are 

relentless and you will have to be relentless as well. 

Don’t stop. Don’t give up. Don’t give in. Be relentless. 

When does ‘parenting’ end? When they’re twelve? Sixteen? Eighteen? 

Twenty-one? 

My wife and I are the parents of two sons who are well into their forties and 
guess what? We still think of them as ‘our boys’. We highly respect them 

and their independence. We are proud of what they have accomplished in 

their lives. We raised our sons to be strong and independent, but does that 

mean we stop being parents when they leave home? No, because home is 
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not just a ‘place.’ It’s a relationship. No matter where they live, no matter 
where we live, we are their parents and they are our sons. We like that. 

No matter the age of your children now, they will always be your children. 

Parenting never stops. You can continue to have great conversations and 
experiences with them as long as you are alive. They will always be your 

children, no matter your age or their age. 

They will always need your love. They will always need your help. They will 

always need your advice. They will always need you. 

Be relentless. 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by 
Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

** Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences Early Edition: 

Maternal support in early childhood predicts larger hippocampal volumes at 
school age. 
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“The Benefit of Doubt” 
JULY 11, 2019 

  

 

“Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which 
the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, ‘Has God indeed 

said …” 

It often begins with doubt. Did God say? Is God right? Is God wrong? Is 
the Bible God’s Word? Can I really trust God? Does God care about me? 

Does God even exist? 
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Eve, the “mother of all living” (Genesis 3:20), was Satan’s first target and 
his attack was to cause Eve to doubt and disobey God. Satan uses that 

same tactic today. Many Christians have doubts about their Christian faith. 

The doubt can become so serious that some Christians even begin to 

wonder if God exists. Many Christians have walked away from their belief 
in God because of doubt. 

If you find yourself in a season of doubt about your faith in Christ, in God’s 

Word or even in God’s existence, I have some good news for you. There is 

a powerful benefit to doubt. 

Doubt leads many Christians to depression, despair or defeat in their 

spiritual lives. I’ve experienced doubt in my Christian life and believe most 

Christians have had some experience of doubting God. If that’s true, how 
can there be any benefit to doubt? 

Doubt can lead to despair, but it can also lead to discovery! 

The Greek words translated “doubt” in the New Testament have the idea of 

“shifting between positions, wavering, uncertainty, to be thoroughly 

perplexed to the point of despair.” That’s where many of us may be now in 

our relationship to God and His Word. 

Doubt can be debilitating, meaning it can stop us in our tracks and even 

run us off the tracks. 
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We’ve all seen it. A child raised in a Christian home and church who goes 
off to college and announces to parents that he or she no longer believes in 

God. An adult who prays passionately for something but doesn’t see God 

answering their prayers. A Christian who is deeply hurt by other Christians, 

so hurt that they denounce Christianity and choose a secular lifestyle. How 
does that happen? 

In just about every situation I’m familiar with, it started with doubt about 

God or the Bible. 

That’s where discovery comes into play. Thankfully, many Christians are 

challenged to use their doubt to push them toward discovery. 

Discovery is the process that led me from atheism to theism and 
Christianity. 

Doubt in the Bible 

Many, and I mean many, well-known people in the Bible went through 

periods of serious doubt. Many heard God’s voice or saw evidence of the 

supernatural, but still doubted. Here’s a short list to show that we’re in good 

company: 

• Abraham 

• Isaac 

• Moses 

• Children of Israel 
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• Army of Israel 
• Gideon 

• David 

• Elijah 

• Habakkuk 
• Jeremiah 

• Zechariah 

• John the Baptist 

• Jesus’ Disciples 

I don’t know about you, but I feel a little better about doubting knowing that 

many of the people God loved and used powerfully in the Bible went 

through seasons of doubt. Some of them are even mentioned in Hebrews 

11 as being faithful to God. 

How can God speak of doubters as faithful? Because God understands 

that His children are human and have doubts. God knows that we are flesh 

(Psalm 78:39) and weak (Mark 14:38). I appreciate the fact that God is 
loving, understanding and compassionate. He knows our hearts and minds 

and works with us to strengthen both when we doubt. 

How does God do that? By guiding us to discover that He is faithful. 
Discovery in the Bible 
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Let’s look at one example of how doubt led to discovery for one of Israel’s 
leaders. Keep in mind that this person was just like you and me – called by 

God but doubted because of something we all have – human weakness. 

Gideon was one of the faithful people mentioned in Hebrews 11, but here’s 

how he responded to the Angel of the Lord who called Gideon to lead the 
Israelites into battle against God’s enemies. Israel had spent years 

disobeying God and because of that were in dire straits because of the 

continual opposition of the Midianites and Amalekites. 

“And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him, and said to him, ‘The 
Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!’ Gideon said to Him, ‘O my 

lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And 

where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, 

‘Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the Lord has 
forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.” 

Judges 6:12-13 

How did the Lord respond to Gideon’s expression of doubt? 

“Then the Lord turned to him and said, ‘Go in this might of yours, and 

you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent 

you?” Judges 6:14 

The Lord told Gideon to trust Him and discover the power of God by 

winning a victory against the enemy armies. However, if you think that 

strong statement from the Lord caused Gideon to jump up and run into 

battle, think again. 
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“So he said to Him, ‘O my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my 
clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s 

house.” Judges 6:15 

Gideon saw the Lord and heard His voice, but Gideon could only see his 
weakness in the flesh – “my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the 

least in my father’s house.” 

Have you ever thought that way? God’s leading is clear to you, but you 

doubt God can do what He promised because of the weakness of your 
flesh? We’ve all been there. 

Gideon continued to question the Lord and asked for a sign. Ever done that 

– asked God for a sign? Well, Gideon did – 

“Then he said to Him, ‘If now I have found favor in Your sight, then 

show me a sign that it is You who talk with me. Do not depart from 

here, I pray, until I come to You and bring out my offering and set it 
before You.” Judges 6:17-18 

In fact, Gideon asked for another sign later – the sign of the fleece (Judges 

6:36-40). 

Gideon was a doubter and tested God. How did God respond? With love, 

compassion, and direction to discover that God is faithful. God called 

Gideon to do great things and gave him great power to discover that God 

would do all that He had called him to do. 
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Gideon did tear down the altar of Baal and with a small army of 300 men 
put the enemies of Israel to flight. Gideon eventually defeated God’s 

enemies and is remembered as one of the great leaders of Israel (Judges 7 

& 8) even though he began his leadership career as a doubter. 

Gideon doubted and tested God, then trusted God as he discovered the 

Lord’s faithfulness and went on to defeat the enemies of God. 

The same was true of so many of the people in the Bible who doubted God 

because of their own weakness. They doubted God and tested Him, which 
led to the discovery that God is real and alive and involved with every 

aspect of their lives. 

That’s how it can be for you and me. Do we doubt? Yes. Do we test God? 
Yes. Can we discover the truth that God is faithful and will do what He says 

He will do? Absolutely! 

So, what should we do when we doubt God? Walk away in despair and 
defeat? Or discover God’s faithfulness and defeat the enemies of our Lord. 

The choice is ours to make. Our prayer is that we all choose rightly – to the 

glory of God. 

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.” Hebrews 

11:1-2 
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“The Kindness of Time”  

OCTOBER 3, 2019 

  

 

Time often gets a bad rap. 

• I don’t have time to do that now 

• There’s never enough time 

• Time’s up 

• I ran out of time 

• Wish I had more time 
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• Time is really flying me by 

• Time’s been unkind to me 

I get it. I’ve said some of the same things in the past, but is there another 

way to look at time? I think so. 

The Gift 

Time is a ‘gift’ from God. God created time and gave it to all of His 
creatures. He gave it to them uniformly. Every one of God’s creatures gets 

60 seconds in every minute, 60 minutes in every hour and 24 hours in 

every day. No more. No less. 

What does differ among creatures is life expectancy. That’s how much 
potential time they have to live. Search for “life expectancy for 

_______” (e.g. dogs, cats, whales, humans) on the Internet and you can 

see how long people, animals, birds and other creatures can live. That 

information is based on scientific research, observation and experience. 
We know that some types of elephants and whales can live up to 80 years. 

Dogs, depending on the breed, can live 15 to 20 years. Insects, on the 

other hand, have very short lifespans. So, how about people? 

Human beings have a fairly long life expectancy when compared with other 
creatures on Earth. Depending on where people live on the planet they can 

expect to live into their 70s or 80s. Life expectancy in the United States is 

currently about 79 years, but many of us probably know someone who lived 

to be in their 90s or even early 100s. 
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Whether a person lives to be 75 or 105, they have the same number of 
seconds, minutes and hours in the days they are alive. That is the real 

issue we need to consider — not how long we live but how we live the time 

we have. 

Maximizing the Gift 

Do you know how long you will live on earth? I don’t. I can guess, but I 

don’t know. Does anyone know? Yes. The God who created time knows 
how much time each of us has in this life. King David of Israel understood 

that – 

“Lord, make me to know my end, And what is the measure of my 

days, That I may know how frail I am. Indeed, You have made my 
days as handbreadths, And my age is as nothing before 

You; Certainly every man at his best state is but vapor. Selah” Psalm 

39:4-5 

David lived to be 70 years of age, but accomplished more in his lifetime 

than most people who live to be much older. How did David do that? He 

understood that time is much more than minutes and hours and months 

and years. He knew that time is both a gift and an opportunity. 

The Apostle Paul also understood that idea – 

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 

redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” Ephesians 5:15-16 
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Paul chose the Greek word kairos for ‘time.’ The idea is ‘time as 
opportunity.’ That’s how we need to view ‘time’ in our lives. Rather than just 

seeing the minutes and hours and days and weeks that seem to be flying 

by, we need to see the opportunities to love and serve God and others 

during those minutes and hours. 

Paul recommended that Christians ‘redeem’ those timely opportunities. The 

Greek word is exagorazomenoi and means ‘ransom, rescue from loss, buy 

up.’ We need to ‘buy up’ every opportunity we have in life with a view to the 

future. Paul’s context in Ephesians 5 is how Christians live their lives, 
walking “not as fools but as wise.” 

Time to Make a Difference 

What we do in life can impact the future in powerful ways, and I don’t just 

mean our future. That’s part of the kindness of time. What we do with and 

say to others has future implications for their lives as well. Christians have 

opportunities to make a difference in people’ lives every hour of every day. 
The difference we make has ripple effects that can impact future 

generations. Showing kindness to a person today can affect how that 

person will demonstrate kindness to others tomorrow. That’s how future 

generations can be affected – for good or for evil. As Paul wrote, 

“redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” 
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One of the best ways we can make immediate and generational 
improvement in people’s lives is by being kind. We live in a troubled world 

and kind words and deeds can go a long way in making someone else’s 

time better. We can smile at people, say kind words to people, do kind 

things for people. Jesus said, “For whoever gives you a cup of water to 
drink in My name, because you belong to Christ, assuredly, I say to you, he 

will by no means lose his reward” (Mark 9:41). 

I’m not talking about the world’s ideas about kindness that are so often 

attached to self-promotion. I’m talking about the kindness we learn from our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. His kindness is sacrificial. His kindness is 

faithful and true. His kindness is unconditional. That’s the true kindness of 
time. 

Is it easy to demonstrate kindness in this world? Not if you demonstrate 

kindness to everybody you know or meet. Some people will receive your 

words and deeds of kindness with appreciation, but many won’t. 

Remember how people treated Jesus when He was on the earth? No one 
demonstrated more kindness than Jesus, but people killed Him. Remember 

how people treated the Lord’s disciples? The apostles demonstrated 

kindness continually, yet most were martyred. God has not called us to 

demonstrate kindness to only the people who are kind to us. He has called 

us to demonstrate kindness to all people. It was that demonstration of 
kindness that turned the ancient world upside down (Acts 17:5-7). 
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Remember the words of Paul when showing kindness to someone who is 
challenging – 

“And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God in Christ forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32 

Time to Repent 

The Apostle Peter wrote — “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, 
as some count slackness, but is long-suffering toward us, not willing that 

any should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 

God is kind to give us time to “come to repentance.” He is demonstrating 

His kindness through His ‘long-suffering.’ 

We know that God is angry toward sinners. The Apostle Paul wrote in 

Romans that “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18). He wrote in Ephesians 2 that we were all 
“by nature children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3). 

Fortunately, Paul continued to write – 

“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which 
He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).” Ephesians 

2:4-5 
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As a former atheist, I am fully aware of God’s kindness towards ungodly 
and unrighteous people. It was the kindness of Christians that opened the 

door for friendly conversations that eventually led me to repent, believe and 

confess Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior (Romans 10:9-10). 

If you are reading this article and thinking about your life and what comes 

after you die, I encourage you to seriously consider God’s kind offer of 

salvation and eternal life. He loves you so much that He sent His Son to die 

for you (John 3:16). He is rich to all who call upon Him — For ‘whoever 

calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:12-13). 

“But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man 

appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on 

us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been 

justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope 

of eternal life.” Titus 3:4-7 
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“God’s Grace – My Heart”  
OCTOBER 31, 2019  

God saved me on a Monday. My heart understood what had happened on 

a Sunday. 
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It was almost 50 years ago when I completed an investigation into the truth 
claims of Christian theism. I started the investigation because a guest on 

my radio talk show presented some claims about the Bible’s credibility 

based on scientific data. As a strong atheist I found those claims an 

interesting challenge. It shouldn’t take long to debunk Christianity using 
scientific data. 

However, I found that the data actually supported truth claims about the 

existence of God. I also found that historical information supported truth 

claims concerning the credibility of the Bible and the reality of the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Monday 

The sun was beginning to appear lower in the sky as I drove up to the 

office of two Christians who were available to answer questions that were 

part of my investigation. One of the men was locking the door to the 

building when I walked up to him. He said he was heading home to eat 
supper and asked how he could help me. I asked him a couple of 

questions, then he asked me a question – a question that would put me on 

the path of an amazing journey. 

“Do you know of any reason why you shouldn’t place your faith in Jesus 
Christ as Savior?” 
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I thought for a moment and told him no. I couldn’t think of any reason. All 
my questions had been answered. He unlocked his office door and we 

went inside. We sat down in chairs across from each other. He led me in a 

simple prayer. I told God I believed in Him. I told God I was a sinner and 

needed His forgiveness. I told God I believed He had sent His Son Jesus 
Christ to live a perfect life on earth and die on the cross for my sins. I 

believed that God had raised Jesus from the dead. I asked God to forgive 

me. I asked Jesus to come into my heart and give me eternal life. That was 

my spiritual beginning. 

I went home with a sense of completion. I had spent months investigating 

whether God existed, the Bible was credible and Jesus Christ was real. I 

had finished the investigation and determined that there is a God and He is 

the God of the Bible. I had made that determination based on facts and 
investigative analysis. 

I called my parents and let them know what I had done. They had been 

praying for me, even when I laughed at them for doing so. I wanted to let 
them know that I now believed in God and in His Son Jesus Christ. I was a 

Christian. They invited me church on Sunday. 
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Sunday 

I felt a little odd being in my parents’ church. Many of their friends knew me 

as an atheist on the radio who mocked Christians for their beliefs. They 

welcomed me to church and many shared how glad they were that I now 
believed in God. I told them it was only reasonable and logical to believe in 

God based on the evidence. My mind was convinced. 

One of the first hymns the church sang that morning was Amazing Grace. I 
was familiar with the song having grown up in church. I also knew it from an 

album that Judy Collins had recorded the year before. Radio stations were 

playing the song so I was familiar with the words and melody. 

What I wasn’t familiar with was what happened as I began to sing the song 
in my parents’ church. I began to tear up, then cry. Crying turned into 

weeping. I did my best to control myself in the church, but I felt as if 

something profound had happened to me. Something beyond myself was 

wringing my heart and bringing tears to my eyes. 

What in the world was happening to me? Was I sad? No. It wasn’t sadness. 

Was I overjoyed? Yes. I was overjoyed, but it was something much deeper 

than that. 



Our City On A Hill 2019  of 59 78

I believe that was the moment I grasped something of the magnitude of 
what God had done for me in sending His Son to die for me and forgiving 

me of my many, many sins. The truth of God’s existence that had been at 

the center of my intellectual investigation had permeated my heart – the 

seat of my emotions and will – and the tears flowed. 

The first verse of Amazing Grace was definitely about me. It was my life 

story. I had mocked Christians for years. I had laughed at them and called 

them stupid and ignorant because they believed in God and the Bible. I had 

been lost, but now was found. I had been blind, but now could see. God’s 
amazing Grace was so sweet to my ears and my heart. 

“Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch; like me! I 

once was lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now I see.” 

The second verse reminded me of that moment when I had first believed. 

The grace of God was so precious from the moment I confessed with my 

mouth the Lord Jesus and believed in my heart that God had raised Him 
from the dead. I was saved! 

“Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed!” 
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The third verse spoke clearly to how good God was to me. He promised to 
deliver on His promises. God promised me eternal life and I took Him at His 

Word. I went from hopeless to hopeful because of His goodness. He would 

guide and protect me through this new life I was living. 

“The Lord hath promised good to me, His word my hope secures; He will 

my shield and portion be As long as life endures.” 

The fourth verse was an amazing promise of everlasting peace. It has no 

end. I would soon experience the presence of God face to face and live in 
His presence forever. 

“When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we first begun.” 

Music and Tears 

I loved listening to Amazing Grace on the radio and at church. I teared up 
every time I heard the song. I remember driving to work with the windows 

down singing along with Judy Collins at the top of my lungs – tears 

streaming down my face. 

I also fell in love with other hymns that would lead me to tears. Some of 
them were hymns I remembered from my childhood. They meant nothing to 

me then because I was lost in trespasses and sins, as the Apostle Paul 

would say. However, those great old hymns of the faith came to have 
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special meaning to me when I sang them because I had experienced the 
forgiveness and redemption of God. 

Music still affects me the same way today. I tear up and sometimes weep 

when singing in church or listening to music on radio or online. I think it’s 
okay to cry when you have something as amazing as God’s Grace in your 

heart. They are tears of great joy because of His great love for us. 

“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He 

loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up 

together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of 

His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:4-7 

Your Heart 

That’s my experience. What about yours? We are all unique, unrepeatable 
miracles of God. God knew me inside and out. He knew how to reach my 

mind with all the answers I needed to emerge from the darkness of atheism 

to the bright light of Jesus Christ. He knew how to reach into my heart and 

experience and explore the depth of His great love for me. God knows you 

as well. How is He working in your heart and mind? 
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In answer to a scribe’s question about which of God’s commandment is 
first, Jesus responded. 

“The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, 

the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is 

the first commandment.” Mark 12:29-30 

God wants us to love Him with every part of who we are. His reward is 

great and eternal. 

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of 

man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 1 

Corinthians 2:9 
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“What Jesus Wants for Christmas” 

DECEMBER 12, 2019 
 

Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the “reason” for the season, but what 
does that mean? Is that just a cool little saying we use each December or 

does it have a deeper meaning that should impact our lives all year long? 
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We say we believe the “story” of Christmas, but what does that mean? Do 
we like the story about the baby Jesus because it’s something that fits in 

with the annual celebration or does it have a deeper meaning that should 

impact our lives all year long? 

The Bible makes an interesting claim about Jesus Christ: 

“And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over 

all things to the church,  which is His body, the fullness of Him who 

fills all in all.” Ephesians 1:22-23 

“… where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all 

and in all.” Colossians 3:11 

A professor I studied with years ago often said, “all means all and that’s all 

all means.” I think about that when I read Paul’s Church letters. He 

emphasized the “All-ness” of Jesus Christ. That was most appropriate 
given the variety of worldviews of the 1st century AD. It is still appropriate 

today as we share the Christian worldview with people. 

However, I wonder if Christians understand what we’re saying when 

we quote Scripture and claim that Jesus “fills all in all,” “Christ is all and in 
all,” “it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell,” “in 

whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” and “who is 

the head of all principality and power.” We love to focus on the “All-ness” of 

Christ’s supernatural power (e.g. All-Powerful, All-Knowing) and the impact 
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we believe that Truth should have on people, but do we honestly consider 
the impact that Truth should have on us? 

If Jesus Christ truly “fills all in all” and “is all and in all,” then that should 

weigh heavy on our minds and hearts every day. We Christians love our 
little slogans (e.g. Jesus is the Reason for the Season, What Would Jesus 

Do?, Got Jesus?, Too Blessed To Be Stressed, No King but King Jesus), 

but have we considered seriously the meaning those words have on our 

lives?  

What I want for Christmas this year is for all of us to understand what 

Christmas really means. If God really did what He said He did, then 

Christmas holds a much deeper and higher meaning than we may have 

ever understood. 

Let’s look at Paul’s claim in Ephesians 1 that Jesus Christ “fills all in all” in 

the context Paul intended it. He had just presented one of the clearest and 

most powerful presentations of God’s Eternal Plan that exists in the Bible. 
Then, Paul told believers what he wanted them to do with that presentation. 

“Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love for all the saints, do not cease to give thanks for you, making 

mention of you in my prayers: that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and 

revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding 

being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, 

what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and 
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what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in 

Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right 

hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and 

might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under His 

feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is 

His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” Ephesians 1:15-23 

You might say that’s what Paul wanted for Christmas. He wanted Christians 
to “know what is the hope of His calling.” He wanted them to know “what 

are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.” He wanted them 

to know “what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who 

believe.” 

Why did Paul want them to know those spiritual truths? Because Jesus 

Christ sits at the right hand of God in Heaven, “far above all principality and 

power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in 
this age but also in that which is to come.” Because God placed all things 

under Jesus’ feet, “and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 

which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” 

If we really believe that Jesus is all of what the apostles wrote about Him, 
then we will respond to Him differently this Christmas and every Christmas 

for the rest of our lives. We will not hesitate to obey Him. We will use every 

opportunity to worship Him. We will look for every conceivable way to make 

Him known in every avenue of life. 
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Here’s one last question – what do you believe Jesus wants for Christmas 
this year? It is a celebration of His “birthday” after all. What is on His 

Christmas wish list? 

“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves 
Me.” John 14:21 

“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. If 

you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have 

kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.” John 
15:9-10 

“… make disciples of all the nations …” Matthew 28:19 

“… repent and do the first works …” Revelation 2:5 

If Jesus really is who He says he is, we will do what He tells us to do –

 every day, every time. 
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“What Jesus Wants for the New Year” 
DECEMBER 26, 2019  

 

We recently looked at what Jesus wants for Christmas. As New Years’ Day 
approaches, let’s look at what He wants for the New Year. 
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It’s the same thing He wants for Christmas! 

“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves 

Me.” John 14:21 

“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. If 

you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have 

kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.” John 

15:9-10 

“… make disciples of all the nations …” Matthew 28:19 

“… repent and do the first works …” Revelation 2:5 

If you have a red-letter Bible, you’ll notice a period of about 60 years 

between what He said to His disciples just before His Ascension and what 

He said to the Apostle John when he was on the island of Patmos. 

“And He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons 

which the Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.” Acts 1:7-8 
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“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,’ says the 
Lord, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’” 

Revelation 1:8 

Prior to His death and resurrection, Jesus told the disciples that He would 
build His Church. In His Revelation Jesus addressed the Church He was 

building. He told the pastors and elders and deacons and members of His 

Church what He wanted for the New Year in the 1st Century. We need to 

hear our Lord’s Words for the New Year in the 21st Century. 

Jesus chose to address seven individual churches that were not too far 

from Patmos. John knew the people in those churches and they knew him. 

They would know that John was writing the truth. 

Jesus said the same thing to each of the seven churches – “I know your 

works.” 

Think about that for a minute. What did Jesus say He was going to do? “I 
will build My church.” (Matthew 16:18) What did Jesus say to each church 

that He was building? “I know your works.” Do you see the connection? 

The Lord’s “Work” is building His Church. A vital part of Christ’s building His 

Church is knowing the “work” of every church. That makes sense. Jesus is 

the Chief Architect, Cornerstone and Builder of His Church, so He’s going 
to be involved in every aspect of its design and construction. 
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That’s something we in today’s “church” often forget. We are not building 
“our” church. Jesus is building “His” Church. Our job is to obey Him and do 

the “work” He has given us to do. 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

Ephesians 2:10 

Jesus commended only two of the seven churches (Smyrna and 

Philadelphia). The other five received less than a passing grade from the 
Lord of the Church. 

Ephesus – “Nevertheless I have this against you” 

Pergamos – “But I have a few things against you” 

Thyatira – “Nevertheless I have a few things against you” 

Sardis – “… you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead” 

Laodocia – “I will vomit you out of My mouth” 

While this may seem harsh on first appearance, it’s important to remember 
there are two parts to what Jesus is doing: 1) “I will build My church,” and, 

2) “the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” Jesus Christ is not 

playing games. He is serious and focused on His Father’s eternal purpose 

and plan – 
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“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which 
He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and 

raised us up together, and made us sit together in the 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might 
show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in 

Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:4-7 

“… and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which 

from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created 
all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the manifold 

wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the 

principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the 

eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 
whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in 

Him.” Ephesians 3:9-12 

What Jesus said to the seven churches in Revelation was based on the 
high standard He set by His own teaching and preaching and through the 

message of the apostles. These churches were not ignorant about what the 

Lord expected from them … and neither are we. 

What do you think Jesus would say to most churches in the United States 
and many other countries in the world today? “I know your works.” What 

we’ve done as churches and church leaders has not gone unnoticed by the 

Lord of the Church. He knows our works. He knows everything we do. 
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What else would Jesus say to His Church today? Even more pointed, what 
would Jesus say to your church and my church today? Would He say 

“Nevertheless I have this against you”? or “… you have a name that you 

are alive, but you are dead”? or “I will vomit you out of My mouth”? I’m 

afraid Jesus would say one of those to many churches in the United States. 

What I’m concerned that we would not hear often is this: 

Smyrna – “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich).” 

Revelation 2:9 

Philadelphia – “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open 

door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My 

word, and have not denied My name.” Revelation 3:8 

What does Jesus Christ want for the New Year? 

“Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the 
first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your 

lampstand from its place—unless you repent.” Revelation 2:5 

“Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them 

with the sword of My mouth.” Revelation 2:16 

“… all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds 

and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your 

works.” Revelation 2:23 
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“I have not found your works perfect before God. Remember 
therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. 

Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and 

you will not know what hour I will come upon you.” Revelation 3:2-3 

“I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be 

rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of 

your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye 

salve, that you may see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. 

Therefore be zealous and repent.” Revelation 3:18-19 

Jesus Christ is building “His Church” and what He says to pastors, elders, 

deacons and all true members of His Church is “repent and do the first 

works.” 

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is 

in the midst of the Paradise of God.” Revelation 2:7 

May this New Year truly be ‘new’ for us and our churches. 
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