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Writing For Our City On A Hill
We appreciate the opportunity to write articles for Our City On A Hill. 2020
was our third year writing for OCOAH and the response to the articles has
been wonderful.
My thanks to Katie Ashworth Taylor, Katie Wilson and Kelly Mott for the
great job they do with Our City On A Hill and the wonderful support they
have been to me in publishing these articles.
We pray republishing them in an eBook format that people can download,
read and share will be a blessing to many in North Alabama, across the
country and around the world.

Mark McGee
&
Our City On A Hill
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“Christianity is a Ridiculous
Religion – Unless”
FEBRUARY 6, 2020

Christianity is a ridiculous religion —
Unless —
It is true.
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There’s the rub.
If Christianity is not true, then all ‘Christians’ are wasting their time
living a ‘Christian’ life and telling other people they should become
‘Christians.’
But …
If Christianity is true, then Christians are not wasting their time
living the Christian life and telling other people they should
become Christians.
Pretty simple. Right?
A prominent Christian leader put it this way many years ago —
“Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the
dead, how do some among you say that there is no
resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the
dead, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, then
our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. Yes, and
we are found false witnesses of God, because we have
testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not
raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. For if the dead do
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not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen,
your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! Then also those
who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most
pitiable.” 1 Corinthians 15:12-19
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ living in the 1st century AD, put
everything he had on one thing — the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from death. If it didn’t happen, Christians are to be pitied. If it did
happen, then what He did before and after He died and rose
again will have consequences for those who do and don’t believe
He is risen.

Truth Claims
The death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth are truth claims
of a worldview known as ‘Christianity’ – named after Jesus the
Christ (Messiah).
Paul made the truth claim about Jesus’ resurrection, so, Paul –
prove it.
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“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I
preached to you, which also you received and in which you
stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word
which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I
delivered to you first of all that which I also received … ” 1
Corinthians 15:1-3a
Paul wrote to Christians living in the Greek city of Corinth and told
them that he ‘declared’ the ‘gospel’ (good news) which ‘saved’
them. He also said that he had ‘delivered’ to them first of all what
he had also ‘received.’
The idea of declaring and delivering something that you ‘receive’
means you learned it from someone who ‘gave’ it to you. Who
‘gave’ Paul the good news he ‘declared’ to the Corinthians?
Jesus was the first to ‘give’ Paul the message he preached. It
happened many years earlier when Paul (aka Saul) was
persecuting followers of Jesus, arresting them, throwing them into
prison, and voting for them to be put to death.
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“Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to
the name of Jesus of Nazareth. This I also did in Jerusalem,
and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having received
authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to
death, I cast my vote against them. And I punished them
often in every synagogue and compelled them to
blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against them, I
persecuted them even to foreign cities. ‘While thus occupied,
as I journeyed to Damascus with authority and commission
from the chief priests, at midday, O king, along the road I
saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining
around me and those who journeyed with me. And when we
all had fallen to the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me
and saying in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’
So I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand on your feet;
for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a
minister and a witness both of the things which you have
seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you. I will
deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the
Gentiles, to whom I now send you, to open their eyes, in
order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins
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and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith
in Me.” Acts 26:9-18
Keep in mind that this happened ‘after’ Jesus was crucified on a
Roman cross. Paul believed the story Jewish leaders had made
up about the disciples of Jesus stealing Jesus’ body from the
tomb where He was buried. Paul believed Jesus was dead and
His followers needed to be punished because what they were
claiming about Jewish leaders being responsible for Jesus’ death
AND claiming that Jesus was raised from the dead and gone to
Heaven to with God the Father on His Throne.
Here’s how another apostle of Jesus (Peter) explained it to a
Jewish crowd —
“The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our
fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up
and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was
determined to let Him go. But you denied the Holy One and
the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and
killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of
which we are witnesses. And His name, through faith in His
name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know.
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Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this
perfect soundness in the presence of you all.” Acts 3:13-16
What changed Paul from persecuting followers of Jesus to
becoming a follower of Jesus himself was meeting and talking
with the resurrected Jesus. Paul may have also spent time with
Jesus in Arabia —
“But when it pleased God, who separated me from my
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to reveal
His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I
did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go
up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I
went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.” Galatians
1:15-17
Paul also ‘received’ the message he preached from followers of
Jesus. Paul spent time with Ananias and other disciples in
Damascus and with Peter and James in Jerusalem —
“Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter,
and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the
other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. (Now
concerning the things which I write to you, indeed, before
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God, I do not lie.) Afterward I went into the regions of Syria
and Cilicia.” Galatians 1:18-21
Paul also ‘received’ the message he preached directly from God
in visions and revelations —
“It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to
visions and revelations of the Lord: I know a man in Christ
who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know,
or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such
a one was caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a
man—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know,
God knows— how he was caught up into Paradise and
heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to
utter. Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast,
except in my infirmities. For though I might desire to boast, I
will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest
anyone should think of me above what he sees me to be or
hears from me.” 2 Corinthians 12:1-6
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Claim #1
It’s believed that the truth claims Paul made to the Corinthians in
chapter 15 probably came from an early Christian Church ‘creed’
that may be dated to within months of the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Paul ‘received’ it and ‘delivered’ it to the
Corinthians –
“… that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
and that He was buried …” 1 Corinthians 15:3-4a
The truth claim is that Jesus Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures. The proof for that truth claim is that Jesus was
‘buried.’
Burial of a dead body is proof of a ‘death.’ Each of the four Gospel
accounts about Jesus death on the Cross includes a mention
about His ‘burial’ in a tomb, the location of which was known to
some of Jesus’ followers.
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Claim #2
Paul’s second truth claim is that Jesus rose from the dead.
Where’s your proof, Paul?
“… and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the
twelve. After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren
at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but
some have fallen asleep. After that He was seen by James,
then by all the apostles. Then last of all He was seen by me
also, as by one born out of due time.” 1 Corinthians 15:4-8
The many ‘appearances’ of a physically alive Jesus to hundreds
of people following His crucifixion is Paul’s proof to the truth claim
that Jesus rose from the dead. See someone die and be buried,
then see that same person alive after their death and burial.
That’s ‘proof’ of the claim that Jesus ‘rose’ from the dead.
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Ridiculous?
So, is Christianity a ridiculous religion? Not according to the truth
claims and proofs of Christianity.
The truth is clear and the proof is powerful. May we live our lives
accordingly.
“O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your
victory?’ The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is
the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the
Lord.” 1 Corinthians 15:55-58
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright ©
1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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“Life Paused – Finding Strength In
The Storm”
MARCH 19, 2020

Life seems to be on pause right now. When’s the last time we saw
churches, schools, and businesses closed, major events canceled
and our economy seemingly coming to a standstill?
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Social distancing? We find directions for its use in the Bible, but
usually for individuals with specific diseases (e.g. lepers). When
did social distancing become the ‘new normal’ for all people in a
society? Remember that what we’re facing in our community is
global in scope and almost surreal.

What’s a Christian to do?

Take this opportunity to consider God’s Word, reflect on revealed
truth, pray to our great God, and find strength for the day at hand.
There are so many places in Scripture where we see people’s
lives put on pause. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses,
David, the Israelites, the disciples of Christ – all of them went
through times that included stressful pauses. Think of Joseph in
prison, Moses alone on a hillside shepherding sheep, the children
of Israel in Egyptian bondage, wilderness wandering and
Babylonian captivity, the disciples of Christ on the Saturday
before Resurrection Sunday.

Some of them used their ‘pause’ in positive ways and came out
on the other side stronger than when they went in. Some did not.
Everyone has a choice in how they respond to major societal and
social pauses like the one we’re facing now.
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God is not pacing Heaven, wringing His hands, wondering what
He’s going to do about a virus. God is sitting on His Throne, in
complete control of everything.

David in the Storm
Remember these words of King David?

“Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; My eye
wastes away with grief, Yes, my soul and my body! For
my life is spent with grief, And my years with sighing;
My strength fails because of my iniquity, And my bones
waste away.” Psalm 31:9-10

David is going through a tough time. He’s in trouble. His eye
wastes away with grief along with his soul and body. He feels as if
his life is spent with grief and his years with sighing. His strength
failed him because of his iniquity. He believed his bones were
wasting away.
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What did David do?

•

David put his trust in God – “But as for me, I trust in You, O
Lord; I say, ‘You are my God.’ My times are in Your hand.”

•

David prayed to God and asked for help – “Deliver me from
the hand of my enemies, And from those who persecute
me.”

•

David asked God to show Himself clearly to him and save
him – “Make Your face shine upon Your servant; Save me for
Your mercies’ sake.”

•

David asked God to help him with the shame he felt and
change his circumstance – “Do not let me be ashamed, O
Lord, for I have called upon You; Let the wicked be
ashamed; Let them be silent in the grave. Let the lying lips
be put to silence.”

•

David praised God before receiving answers to his prayers –
“Oh, how great is Your goodness, Which You have laid up for
those who fear You, Which You have prepared for those who
trust in You In the presence of the sons of men!”

•

David stood strong on what he knew to be God’s unfailing
character and called on his friends to be faithful to God –
“Oh, love the Lord, all you His saints! For the Lord preserves
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the faithful … Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen
your heart, All you who hope in the Lord.” (Psalm 31)

One way we can sum up David’s process of finding strength in the
storm is this –

•

Trust God

•

Ask God for help

•

Praise God

•

Stand strong in God’s promises

•

Hope in God

David was a human just like us. He had many faults, many
troubles, but David knew how to respond to the ‘pauses’ of life
and find strength in the storm.
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Jesus in the Storm
Jesus was God and man – deity and humanity in one Person. He
was perfect, yet took on Himself the sins of the world (1 John 2:2).
Jesus faced more of life’s storms than any other person who has
ever lived. How did He do it? The same way David faced his
storms.

Jesus trusted His Heavenly Father, asked His Father for help,
praised His Father, stood strong in His Father’s promises, and
hoped in His Father. Jesus, who is God in Flesh, is our best
example.

Early in Jesus’ earthly ministry, He shared some very important
insights to how to face life’s storms – whatever they may be.

People then, as now, worry about their lives. They worry about
what they’ll have to eat and drink. They worry about clothing.
Those are some of the storms of life that we may be thinking
about right now. What did Jesus tell them?

•

Do not worry
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That’s it? Just don’t worry? No, there’s more to it than that, but
first we need to trust God. Why? Because God is our strength, our
hope, and our great provider.

“Is not life more than food and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither
sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
… Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after
all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly
Father knows that you need all these things. But seek
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added to you. Therefore do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its
own things. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble.” (Matthew 6:26-34)
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Remember, God is on His Throne at this moment. He sees you
and hears you. Trust Him. Ask Him for help. Praise God and stand
strong in His promises. Place your faith in God and seek His
Kingdom and Righteousness. And one other thing, encourage
your family and friends to trust Him, too.

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known to God; and the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever
things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if
there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy
—meditate on these things. The things which you
learned and received and heard and saw in me, these
do, and the God of peace will be with you.” Philippians
4:6-9

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright ©
1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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“Even So Come”
APRIL 2, 2020

I, like most people, will be very glad to see the end of the
Coronavirus Pandemic. The ‘pain’ of social
distancing and sheltering in place will come to an end. Some think
weeks, others think months – but most believe we will come to the
end of it.
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Perspective
I like perspective. It helps during good and bad times. Parents
and grandparents can be very helpful in supplying perspective to
their children and grandchildren because of their life experience.
My parents and grandparents shared their perspective with me
about how to face tough times. They lived through depressions,
wars, threats of wars, disease, pandemics, food shortages,
unemployment, lack of money and sometimes lack of hope. They
came out on the other side and shared their stories with family
and friends.
I believe we’ll have stories to share one day soon. Stories about
how we went through a pandemic, did our best to stay healthy
and help keep others healthy. We’ll have stories about walking
through each day praying to our God, reading His Word and
holding on tight to His promises. We will come out on the other
side one day.
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The End of Disease
Medical experts tell us we may face more disease pandemics in
the future, so what are we to make of that? Will our lives become
little more than waiting for the next disease to strike? Or could
there be more? I think more – much more.
Christians have a great hope for their future – a hope built on the
firm foundation of God’s promises – promises that bring us great
hope.
“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to
all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the
present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people,
zealous for good works.” Titus 2:11-14

Our City On A Hill 2020

29 of 57

Notice these special insights into the grace of God –
•

The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all
men

•

The grace of God teaches us to deny ungodliness and
worldly lusts

•

The grace of God teaches us we should live soberly,
righteously and godly in this present age

•

The grace of God teaches us to look for the blessed hope
and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ

•

The grace of God teaches us that Jesus gave Himself for us
that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify
for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works

God demonstrates His grace to all men every day through His
patience and provision. The most important aspect of that is the
salvation we have in Christ – the gift of eternal life.
When do we receive the fullness of His promise? At the “glorious
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” How can we
be saved? How can we receive His great promise?
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“Repent, and believe in the gospel.” Mark 1:15
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart’ (that
is, the word of faith which we preach): that if you confess
with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the
Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes on Him will not be put to
shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek,
for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.
For ‘whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Romans 10:8-13
Christians will get through anything and everything in this life and
arrive on the other side saved and victorious because Jesus
Christ died on the cross and rose from the grave. We call that
‘other side’ Heaven, our future Home.
What will Heaven be like? It will be wonderful and amazing. It will
be beyond anything we can imagine here on earth. Jesus Christ,
who came from Heaven, gave us this promise –
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“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe
also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you
may be also.” John 14:1-3
Jesus will come again and receive us to Himself that where He is
we will be –
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always
be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these
words.” 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18
Forever with Jesus in Heaven! What an amazing promise. I would
be overjoyed to be with Jesus anywhere, but that He would invite
us into His Home and actually come to get us is beyond
comprehension.
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Heaven will bring many comforts to us, which is why Paul told the
Thessalonians to comfort each other with his words.
We learn in Revelation 21 that God will wipe away every tear from
our eyes. There will be no more death, no more sorrow, no more
crying, no more pain. That includes the promise of no more
disease.
God showed the Apostle John a detailed look into what the New
Jerusalem will be like for us.
•

In Revelation 22 John saw a pure river of water of life, clear
as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the
Lamb.

•

John saw that in the middle of the street, on either side of
the river, is the tree of life – most likely the same tree that
Adam and Eve saw in the middle of the Garden of Eden. The
tree will bear twelve fruits, each yielding its fruit every month.

•

The leaves of the tree will be for the healing of the nations.

•

The curse on humanity that began in the Garden thousand
of years ago will be gone.

•

The Throne of God and the Lamb will be in it and we will
serve God forever.

•

We will see His face and His name will be on our foreheads.
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There will be no need for a lamp or light from the sun
because the Lord God will be our light.

•

We will reign with Him forever and ever.

How do we respond to that?
“And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who
hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. Whoever
desires, let him take the water of life freely … He who
testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming quickly.’
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” Revelation 22:17, 20
Come! Even so, come, Lord Jesus! That is our joyful response.
Virus? Pandemic? Economic challenges? We can face them all
because we know we are God’s people and He loves us.
“Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing
His reproach. For here we have no continuing city, but we
seek the one to come. Therefore by Him let us continually
offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips,
giving thanks to His name.” Hebrews 13:13-15

Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
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“Power of the Holy Week: What It
Means For You”
APRIL 9, 2020

When we think of the Christian Holy Week our mind immediately
goes to how Jesus entered Jerusalem triumphantly to the
cheering of adoring crowds, how He was betrayed murderously
by a cowardly disciple, and how He was raised from death
miraculously by His Heavenly Father.
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We rejoice in what Jesus Christ accomplished in that first Holy
Week almost two-thousand years ago. It was an amazing week in
human history. However, as amazing as that was, what does it
mean for us today? Is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus
of Nazareth just an ancient story we remember once a year? Or
could it promise a unique power to change and guide our lives
every day?
The Holy Week was the culmination of God’s great plan from
eternity:
“… knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received
by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. He
indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world,
but was manifest in these last times for you who through Him
believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.” 1 Peter
1:18-21 NKJV
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Jesus did not embark on His journey to the Holy Week by whim,
deception or mistake. He traveled to Jerusalem to offer Himself as
the one Sacrifice God would accept for sin:
“Now Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples
aside on the road and said to them, ‘Behold, we are going up
to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the
chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him
to death, and deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock and to
scourge and to crucify. And the third day He will rise again.”
Matthew 20:17-19
Why did Jesus go to Jerusalem to die? He did it for you and for
me. He died for us, was buried for us, and was raised for us.
Jesus was obedient to His Father’s will and we are the
beneficiaries.
Here is what it means for you, your family, and friends.
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Rescued
We are rescued!
Jesus ‘rescued’ us through His death and resurrection. Rescued?
From what?
“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us
from the present evil age, according to the will of our God
and Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”
Galatians 1:3-5 NIV
“They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the
living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from
the coming wrath.” 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10
The death and resurrection of Jesus ‘rescued’ us from ‘the
present evil age’ and from the ‘coming wrath.’ The Greek word for
‘rescue’ is exaireó and means ‘to deliver, to take out, remove
completely.’
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No matter who we are, where we live or what we believe, all
people alive at this moment are living in the same physical and
spiritual world – ‘the present evil age.’ Christians are unique in
that they are ‘rescued’ from it. We still live in it, but are rescued
from it.
We are also rescued from ‘the coming wrath.’ God is slow to
anger, but He is angry and His wrath is coming. That’s why Jesus’
rescue is so special and important to us. We were by nature
children of wrath, but God is rich in mercy and sent His Son to
rescue us from His wrath. (Ephesians 2:1-10)
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Redeemed
We are redeemed!
“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Colossians
1:13-14
Notice that our ‘rescue’ includes something Paul called
‘redemption, the forgiveness of sins.’ The word ‘redemption’ in
Colossians 1 comes from the Greek word apolutrósis and means
“a release effected by payment of ransom, to let go free for a
ransom.” This ‘redemption’ is the process of ‘buying back from’ or
‘re-purchasing’ of what was previously lost or enslaved.
We see in John 8 that Jesus told His Jewish audience that if they
continued in His Word, they would be His disciples, and if they
were His disciples, they would know the truth and the truth would
make them free. People in that audience didn’t like what Jesus
said and replied that they were Abraham’s descendants and had
never been in bondage to anyone. The crowd asked Jesus, “How
can You say, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus replied to the crowd,
“Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of
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sin. And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son
abides forever. Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be
free indeed” (vss 31-36).
The Apostle Paul, writing to the Romans, said – “But God be
thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine to which you were
delivered” (Romans 6:17). Paul wrote those words after
explaining in great detail that “all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God” (Romans 3:23). It’s interesting that the next words
Paul wrote were – “being justified freely by His grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).
What is the ransom? What is the payment for sin? The shed
blood of Jesus Christ on the Cross –
“… whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood,
through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in
His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were
previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the
one who has faith in Jesus.” Romans 3:25-26 NKJV
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Paul wrote this to Timothy several years after writing to the
Romans –
“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and
men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for
all, to be testified in due time.” 1 Timothy 2:5-6
Every human being needs to be redeemed and there is one
Mediator between God and men who can do that, “the Man Christ
Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all.”
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Raised
We will be raised!
Jesus and His apostles taught that disciples of Christ will live with
God forever in Heaven in their physical bodies. Jesus
demonstrated that after His resurrection by showing them the
crucifixion marks on His body, eating with the disciples and having
other physical interactions with them.
The Apostle Paul wrote that Jesus will “transform our lowly body
that it may be conformed to His glorious body” (Philippians 3:21).
Our resurrection body will be like Jesus’ resurrection body. In his
letter to the Romans, Paul mentioned that we eagerly wait for the
adoption, “the redemption of our body” (Romans 8:23).
Paul also wrote this about our bodies in the resurrection. He wrote
to the Corinthians that even as their body was “sown in
corruption, it is raised in incorruption.” Even as it was “sown in
dishonor, it is raised in glory.” Even as it was “sown in weakness,
it is raised in power.” Even as it was “sown a natural body, it is
raised a spiritual body.” Paul made it clear that there is “a natural
body, and there is a spiritual body.” He concluded that the spiritual
is not first, but the natural and afterward the spiritual. Paul wrote
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that “as we have borne the image of the man of dust” (Adam), “we
shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man” (Jesus). (1
Corinthians 15:42-49)
So what does that mean for our future?
“For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption,
and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought
to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in
victory.” 1 Corinthians 15:52-54
Praise God! We will be raised! But raised to what?
Paul wrote the Ephesians that our future is with God in Heaven!
“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love
with which He loved us, even when we were dead in
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you
have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us
sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”
Ephesians 2:4-6
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Our resurrection is as sure as our salvation is sure. How do we
know that? Because of what God reveals to His children about
their promised future. We have a guarantee from God!
“In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed,
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.” Ephesians
1:13-14
There it is again – “the redemption of the purchased possession.”
That’s us!
As God’s children through faith in Jesus Christ, we
are rescued and redeemed and we will be raised. That is God’s
promise to us and to all who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.
“… that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.” Romans 10:9-10
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May this Holy Week be more than something to remember. May it
be a time of reflection, consideration, and determination as we
rejoice in what Jesus did for us and what we can do for Him
through our worship of Him and obedience to Him.
Consider the ‘power’ Jesus has given you for life and service. It
flows from the working of God’s mighty power “which He worked
in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at
His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality
and power and might and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in that which is to
come” (Ephesians 1:20-21).
May we use the power God has given us for His glory and eternal
purpose!
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“The Uniqueness of You”
JUNE 18, 2020

There is in our massive universe a small galaxy, and in that small
galaxy there is a small solar system, and in that small solar
system there is a small planet known as Earth. Earth plays host to
almost eight-billion human inhabitants of which you are one.¹
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Do those facts make you feel a bit small and insignificant?
If not, how about this?
The number of human beings who have been born since the
beginning of time is estimated to be more than 100-billion.² How
does that make you feel about yourself? Sad? Indifferent? Joyful?
I think it depends on your worldview.
If you view the world as being a random cosmic accident with no
purpose or meaning (naturalism), then you might feel sad since
you would have no purpose or meaning outside of what you make
up about yourself. No one else would have a purpose either
because there is no purpose or meaning in that worldview.
If you view the world as being created by a supernatural being
who abandoned creation to fend for itself (deism), then you might
feel indifferent. Why should you care if the designer doesn’t? No
one else would probably care either in that kind of world.
However …
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If you view the world as being designed with a wonderful purpose
and deep meaning by a loving and gracious God who sees you as
important and vital to His plan, then you should be filled with joy!

You Are Unique
You are a unique, unrepeatable miracle of God!
Let me repeat that.
You are a unique, unrepeatable miracle of God!
There is no one like you and there has never been anyone like
you. Out of the almost eight-billion people alive today, the more
than 100-billion people who have been born since the beginning
of time and the people yet to be born, you are still a ‘one-of-akind’ human being. There’s no one like you and there never will
be anyone exactly like you.
Is that just wishful thinking on my part or does that statement
have any basis in fact?
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Thanks to deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) we know a lot about why
people are different. Your ‘genetics’ are unique to you. Even
identical twins, who share the same genetic code, are not ‘exactly’
the same. Scientists have known for some time that identical
twins can have ‘genetic variations’ that affect their fingerprints and
even affect their risk for different diseases.³ Even if you have an
identical twin, you are still a unique, unrepeatable miracle of God.
There is no one like you.

Your Uniqueness In Heaven
So, what does that say about your future in Heaven? Even though
you are unique on Earth, will you have any uniqueness in
Heaven? I believe you will and here’s why.
I never knew anyone with my name (first and last) until I logged
onto the Internet for the first time 25 years ago. I found two other
people with my same first and last name. Today, I can find
hundreds of people on the Internet with my name. I could say, ‘oh,
well, so much for having a unique name and identity.” But then I
read this –
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“And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new
name written which no one knows except him who receives
it.” REVELATION 2:17b
This is one of the promises Jesus Christ made to the seven
churches in Revelation. After Jesus spoke stridently to the church
in Pergamos, He said –
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the
hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and
on the stone a new name written which no one knows except
him who receives it.” REVELATION 2:17
The promise is in the context of those who overcome. Remember
what the Lord told His disciples the night before He was crucified?
“In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.” (John 16:33)
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Because Jesus overcame the world, so can we –
•

“I write to you, young men, Because you have overcome the
wicked one.” 1 John 2:13

•

“You are of God, little children, and have overcome them,
because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world.” 1 John 4:4

•

“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this
is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is
he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus
is the Son of God?” 1 John 5:4-5

Are you an overcomer? If so, you can receive the Lord’s promise
of a “white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no
one knows except him who receives it.“
Why a ‘white stone’? While there are several possibilities, I think
the best answer may be that in ancient times a winning athlete
received a white stone with his name on it. The athlete would use
the stone for admittance to the winners’ celebration. My guess is
that Christians from the 1st and 2nd centuries who read
Revelation knew what it meant and would have understood its
importance in light of the promise Jesus made to them. Jesus
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promised them entrance to the celebration He will throw for all of
His children.
However you view your identity here on earth, know that in
Heaven every disciple of Jesus Christ will receive admittance to
the great celebration dinner along with a new name only they will
know.
Even as Christians receive a special white stone with a new name
on it, Jesus said He would write on them “My new
name” (Revelation 3:12). How amazing is that! Jesus will know us
by our new name and we will know Him by His new name. We cry
out together “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”

Why Tell Us Now?
Why do you think Jesus told Christians more than 19 centuries
ago about the ‘new name’ they’ll receive in Heaven? Why not wait
until we get to Heaven and surprise us?
I think it’s because our Lord wants that fact to impact how we
serve Him in this pre-Heaven part of our life. God created us to
both serve Him and reign with Him. We are co-heirs with Christ
and receiving both His new name and our new name will be part
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of our ruling with Him. If that is our future, why live in a way now
that is different than what will come? The apostles have reminded
us many times that we should “walk worthy of God who calls you
into His own kingdom and glory” (1 Thessalonians 2:12).
Think about your own children. Why do you make promises to
them? Because you love them? Yes. Because you want what’s
best for them? Yes. Because you want them to know how you
expect them to live? Yes. Letting your children know about
promises in advance can act as a positive motivation toward their
experiencing a richer and fuller life.
I believe it is the same way with Jesus Christ. He is the King of
kings and Lord of lords. How then should we conduct ourselves in
this life if we will rule with Him in the next? Jesus wants His
children to be unified and mature and to build up each other in
love (Ephesians 4:11-16).
Jesus Christ has a new name for you – one you will carry
throughout eternity. You are the only one who will have and know
that name. While we will all have our Lord’s new name written on
us as we serve Him in Heaven, each of us will continue to be a
unique, unrepeatable miracle of our loving God.
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¹ World Population Clock
² Population Reference Bureau
³ Scientific American
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“Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright ©
1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights
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