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Chapter 22

Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the Lord 
confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord 
scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. 

GENESIS 11:9 

In the last part of our series we saw God confuse the language of 
humans at the Tower of Babel. People stopped building the 
tower and scattered in multiple directions. We know something 
about those directions based on what we read in Genesis 10. 
That covers the descendants of all of Noah’s sons — Japheth, 
Ham and Shem. However, the focus of Genesis following the 
confusion of language and scattering of families is on Shem and 
one line of his descendants. Why does Genesis do that?


This is the genealogy of Shem: Shem was one hundred 
years old, and begot Arphaxad two years after the flood. 
After he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five hundred years, 
and begot sons and daughters. Arphaxad lived thirty-five 
years, and begot Salah. After he begot Salah, Arphaxad 
lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and 
daughters. Salah lived thirty years, and begot Eber. After he 

https://gracelifethoughts.com/2019/08/29/the-great-reveal-our-epic-journey-through-time-space-and-eternity-part-21/
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begot Eber, Salah lived four hundred and three years, and 
begot sons and daughters. Eber lived thirty-four years, and 
begot Peleg. After he begot Peleg, Eber lived four hundred 
and thirty years, and begot sons and daughters. Peleg lived 
thirty years, and begot Reu. After he begot Reu, Peleg lived 
two hundred and nine years, and begot sons and daughters. 
Reu lived thirty-two years, and begot Serug. After he begot 
Serug, Reu lived two hundred and seven years, and begot 
sons and daughters. Serug lived thirty years, and begot 
Nahor. After he begot Nahor, Serug lived two hundred years, 
and begot sons and daughters. Nahor lived twenty-nine 
years, and begot Terah. After he begot Terah, Nahor lived 
one hundred and nineteen years, and begot sons and 
daughters. Now Terah lived seventy years, and begot 
Abram, Nahor, and Haran. GENESIS 11:10-26 

Shem became the father of many sons and daughters, but the 
Genesis account is concerned with one particular line of 
descendants –


• Shem

• Arphaxad


• Salah

• Eber
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• Peleg

• Reu

• Serug

• Nahor


• Terah

• Abram


We know that the lineage was intended to go from Shem to 
Abram because of what follows in Genesis 11 –


This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah begot Abram, Nahor, 
and Haran. Haran begot Lot. And Haran died before his 
father Terah in his native land, in Ur of the Chaldeans. Then 
Abram and Nahor took wives: the name of Abram’s wife was 
Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of 
Haran the father of Milcah and the father of Iscah. But Sarai 
was barren; she had no child. And Terah took his son Abram 
and his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-
law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they went out with them 
from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan; and 
they came to Haran and dwelt there. So the days of Terah 
were two hundred and five years, and Terah died in Haran. 
GENESIS 11:27-32 
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Abram (Abraham) 

Abram’s name is mentioned about 50 times in the Old Testament 
– most of that in Genesis. God changed Abram’s name to 
Abraham and that spelling is found more than 200 times in the 
Bible. Abraham played an integral role in God’s Eternal Plan.


The Holy Spirit of God inspired the authors of all the writings that 
became part of the Bible (e.g. 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21). 
The Spirit had a specific focus as He inspired the writers – the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Seed of 
the woman that God promised in Genesis 3:15. That was and is 
the focus of the Holy Spirit. We see Jesus Christ throughout the 
Bible because He is the reason for the writing of the Bible.


That’s why the Holy Spirit inspired Moses to follow this verse –


Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the Lord 
confused the language of all the earth; and from there the 
Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. 
GENESIS 11:9 
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With this verse and those that follow it –


This is the genealogy of Shem … GENESIS 11:10 

God introduces the reader to the next part of His Eternal Plan.


Terah 

We are led quickly from Shem through multiple generations to a 
man named Terah. That’s when the story slows down. It becomes 
obvious there’s something about Terah’s family that God wants 
us to see in greater detail.


One of the first things we should notice in the lineage from Shem 
to Terah is the huge shift in lifespans. Shem lived to be 600 years 
old. That was substantially younger than his father Noah who 
lived to be 950 years old. Terah lived to be 205 years old. That’s a 
big drop in lifespan in just nine generations.
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The next thing to observe is where Terah lived. Terah had three 
sons: Abram, Nahor and Haran. Genesis 11:27 says Haran 
became the father of Lot. That’s important to note as well 
because Lot plays a big part in the life of Abram. Haran died 
while Terah was still alive – “While his father Terah was still alive, 
Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the land of his birth.”


Archaeologists believe Ur was an important city of ancient 
Mesopotamia, located about 140 miles southeast of the ancient 
site of Babylon. That gives us some insight on the direction that 
Abram’s ancestors took following the confusion of language at 
the Tower of Babel. The modern location of the ancient city is 
believed to be Tell el-Muqayyar, Iraq.




Courtesy Penn Museum
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Ur was the capitol city of an ancient empire that developed after 
the confusion of language. Terah and his family may have lived 
during the 3rd dynasty period of Ur (22nd and 21st centuries BC). 
Archaeologists have uncovered a ziggurat (stepped pyramid 
similar to the Tower of Babel) that included a small shrine at the 
top to the moon god Nanna (Sin), the primary god of ancient Ur. 
As we read in Joshua 24, Terah and his family “worshiped other 
gods.” The moon god would certainly have been one of them.


[Read more about archaeological finds of Ur]


Terah took his son Abram, Abram’s wife Sarai, and his grandson 
Lot (son of Haran) and left Ur sometime after the death of Haran. 
They settled in ancient Harran, which is identified by 
archaeologists as an area of ancient Assyria near the Balikh River 
about 24 miles southeast of the town of Sanl iurfa 
in Turkey.  Interestingly, the chief religious cult of that time would 
have been the moon god, a religion that would have been familiar 
to Terah. Terah stayed there until he died.


https://www.penn.museum/sites/iraq/?page_id=24
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The journey from Ur to Harran was about 600 miles and probably 
took months to complete.




Courtesy FreeBibleImages.org


That long journey for Abram and his family would be followed by 
another lengthy journey – several hundred more miles from 
Harran to Canaan.


Now the Lord had said to Abram: ‘Get out of your country, 
From your family And from your father’s house, To a land 
that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will 
bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse 
him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth 
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shall be blessed.’ So Abram departed as the Lord had 
spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Then 
Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother’s son, and all 
their possessions that they had gathered, and the people 
whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go 
to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan. 
GENESIS 12:1-5 

Blessings 

One of the keys to God’s Eternal Plan is found in these words to 
Abram – “all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
God’s Eternal Plan is to “bless” people. Here’s a quick history of 
how God blessed people up to Genesis 12 –


Then God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful 
and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth. Genesis 1:28 

He created them male and female, and blessed them and 
called them Mankind in the day they were created. Genesis 
5:2 
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So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. Genesis 9:1 

The words bless, blessed and blessing are found hundreds of 
times in the Bible and many reference God’s Plan to bless 
people. God promised Abram that “all peoples on earth” would 
be blessed through him.
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Chapter 23


Now the Lord had said to Abram: ‘Get out of your country, 
From your family And from your father’s house, To a land 
that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will 
bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse 
him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.’ So Abram departed as the Lord had 
spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Then 
Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother’s son, and all 
their possessions that they had gathered, and the people 
whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go 
to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan. 
GENESIS 12:1-5 

In the last chapter we saw God call a man from the lineage of 
Shem, Noah’s son, to leave his country and travel to a land God 
would show him. That man’s name was Abram.
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What we see in Genesis 12 is the next big reveal in God’s eternal 
plan.


Blessings! 

It should be obvious by now in our study that God reveals His 
eternal plan ‘to’ people ‘for’ people. He revealed Himself to 
Adam and Eve, Seth, Enoch, Noah, Shem and Abram. God’s 
purpose? To ‘bless’ the people He created in His image and 
likeness.


So God created man in His own image; in the image of God 
He created him; male and female He created them. Then 
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth. Genesis 1:27-28 

So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: ‘Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. Genesis 9:1 

And he said: Blessed be the Lord, The God of Shem … 
Genesis 9:26 
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I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your 
name great; And you shall be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. Genesis 
12:2-3 

God has chosen specific people throughout the distant past to 
bless people living now. We are blessed as the human race 
through Adam and Noah. We are blessed as Christians through 
Shem and Abram.


God promised Abram that “all the families of the earth” would be 
blessed through him. How would God do that? Through the 
Seed!


The Seed 

Let’s go back to the early part of this series for a moment to 
remember the primary purpose of God’s Great Reveal.  It ties in 
perfectly with why God called Abram and promised to bless him 
and all families of the earth through him.
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Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 
nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings 
for the gospel according to the power of God, who has 
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace 
which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began. 2 
Timothy 1:8-9 

Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
according to the fa i th of God’s e lect and the 
acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness, 
in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised 
before time began, but has in due time manifested His word 
through preaching, which was committed to me according 
to the commandment of God our Savior. Titus 1:1-3 

… knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct 
received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot. He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of 
the world, but was manifest in these last times for you who 
through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead 
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and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
1 Peter 1:18-21 

Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be 
with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which 
You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation 
of the world. John 17:24 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love. Ephesians 1:3-4 

Here’s what God revealed to us about what He did before time 
began, before the foundation of the world –


• God the Father loved God the Son and the Son loved the 
Father


• God chose us in Christ


• God saved us and called us with a holy calling according to 
His own purpose and grace toward us in Christ


• God foreordained Christ’s death and resurrection

• God promised eternal life to us
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The Lord Jesus Christ is the Seed promised in Genesis 3:15 –


And I will put enmity  Between you and the woman,  And 
between your seed and her Seed;  He shall bruise your 
head, And you shall bruise His heel. GENESIS 3:15 

As soon as the first human beings sinned against God, the Lord 
revealed His eternal plan:


** God determined in unlimited, unbounded eternity that Jesus 
Christ would die on the Cross, be buried, and rise from the 
dead. ** 

When God told Satan that He would put enmity between him and 
the woman, and between his seed and the woman’s Seed, God 
was revealing His eternal plan that Jesus, the Seed of the 
woman, would die on a Roman cross, be buried, and rise from 
the dead.
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Abraham’s Seed 

God eventually changed Abram’s name to Abraham. Here’s the 
short story.


A severe famine came to the land of Canaan soon after Abram 
moved his family there. Abram moved his family south to Egypt. 
Abram was afraid that the Egyptians would kill him because they 
would want Sarai, his wife, for themselves, so Abram told the 
Egyptians she was not his wife. Some of the princes told 
Pharaoh about Sarai and the Pharaoh took Sarai into his house. 
Pharaoh treated Abram well for Sarai’s sake and gave him sheep, 
oxen, male and female donkeys, camels, and male and female 
servants. However, the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house 
because of Sarai. Pharaoh discovered that Sarai was Abram’s 
wife and sent them away from Egypt allowing Abram to keep the 
animals and servants.


God visited Abram in a vision. Abram questioned God about how 
he was ‘childless’ and how the heir of his house would be Eliezer 
of Damascus. “Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one 
born in my house is my heir!” (Genesis 15:3) God told Abram that 
the heir of his house would “come from your own 
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body.” (Genesis 15:4) Abram believed God and the Lord 
“accounted it to him for righteousness.” (Genesis 15:6)


When Abram was about 86-years-old his wife, Sarai, told Abram 
– “See now, the Lord has restrained me from bearing children. 
Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by 
her.” (Genesis 16:2)  Sarai’s maid was one of the female servants 
they received from Pharaoh in Egypt. Abram did as his wife 
asked and Hagar (Sarai’s maid) became pregnant and gave birth 
to Ishmael.


So, did God want the promised Seed to come through Ishmael? 
Was that God’s eternal plan? It was not.


13 years later, when Abram was 99, God changed Abram’s name 
to Abraham and promised him that he would be the father of 
many nations and kings would come from him.  God also 
changed Sarai’s name to Sarah and told Abraham that she would 
bear him a son. God said He would bless Sarah and she would 
be a mother of nations and that kings would come from her. 
Abraham doubted God because of his and Sarah’s age and said 
he wished God would accept Ishmael. God responded this way – 
“No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name Isaac.” (Genesis 17:19) God said that His covenant with 
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Isaac and his descendants would be “an everlasting covenant.” 
God said that Ishmael would be the father of “a great nation, But 
My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to 
you at this set time next year.” (Genesis 17:19-21)  Sarah did 
conceive and gave birth to a son who Abraham called Isaac.


God tested Abraham’s faith many years later when he told 
Abraham to take Isaac to a mountain and sacrifice him. Abraham 
was obedient, but the Angel of the Lord stopped Abraham before 
he killed Isaac.


Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for 
now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld 
your son, your only son, from Me. GENESIS 22:12 

God provided a ram for Abraham to sacrifice in place of Isaac. 
Abraham called the name of the place, “The-Lord-Will-
Provide.” (Genesis 22:14)


God promised to bless Abraham and multiply his descendants as 
the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. 
God then said – “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”
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The Apostle Paul made it clear that the ‘seed’ God mentioned to 
Abraham was Jesus Christ –


Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He 
does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as of many, but as of one, ‘And 
to your Seed,’ who is Christ. GALATIANS 3:16 

Isaac and The Seed 

God told Isaac that He would bless him and all his descendants 
and again mentioned the importance of the ‘seed’ – “And I will 
make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven; I will give 
to your descendants all these lands; and in your seed all the 
nations of the death shall be blessed; because Abraham obeyed 
My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, 
and My laws.” (Genesis 26:4-5)


Isaac married Rebekah when he was 40-years-old and was 60-
years-old when he became the father of twins – Esau and Jacob. 
Who would God bless with the ‘seed?’ Esau or Jacob?
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Rebekah felt a struggling inside her and asked God why. God 
told Rebekah that two ‘nations’ were in her womb and that two 
‘peoples’ would be separated from her body. “One people shall 
be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the 
younger.” Esau was born first, but Jacob took hold of Esau’s heel 
during their birth.


Many years later after Jacob had married and had children, God 
came to him in a dream and said – “your descendants shall be as 
the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the 
east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 28:14)


[You can read more about the story of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
in our book A History of Man’s Quest for Immorality.]


https://www.amazon.com/History-Mans-Quest-Immortality/dp/1933580364
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Chapter 24


And I will put enmity  Between you and the woman,  And 
between your seed and her Seed;  He shall bruise your 
head, And you shall bruise His heel. GENESIS 3:15 

We have followed God’s promise of the “Seed” of Eve from the 
Garden of Eden to her son Seth and his descendants including 
Noah, Shem, Abraham and Isaac. We turn next to Isaac’s son, 
Jacob, to see how God continued to move toward the eventual 
revealing of the identify of the Seed.


Path of the Seed 

God promised Abraham that all the families of the earth would be 
blessed through him (Genesis 12:3). God told Abraham that “in 
your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because 
you have obeyed My voice” (Genesis 22:18). God repeated that 
same promise to Abraham’s son, Isaac, years later –


And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of 
heaven; I will give to your descendants all these lands; and 
in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; 
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because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My 
commandments, My statutes, and My laws. GENESIS 
26:4-5 

God chose Isaac’s son Jacob to receive His special blessing and 
carry on the promise of the Seed that would bless all nations. 
God even changed Jacob’s name after his wife died giving birth 
to their last child –


Then God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from 
Padan Aram, and blessed him. And God said to him, ‘Your 
name is Jacob; your name shall not be called Jacob 
anymore, but Israel shall be your name.’ So He called his 
name Israel. GENESIS 35:9-10 

Jacob had 12 sons, so which one would carry on the promise of 
the Seed? Here are a couple of clues –


“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac 
begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 
Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot ezron, 
and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, 
Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. 
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Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, 
Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. 
Matthew 1:1-6 

And Jacob called his sons and said, ‘Gather together, that I 
may tell you what shall befall you in the last days … Judah, 
you are he whom your brothers shall praise; Your hand shall 
be on the neck of your enemies; Your father’s children shall 
bow down before you. Judah is a lion’s whelp; From the 
prey, my son, you have gone up. He bows down, he lies 
down as a lion; And as a lion, who shall rouse him? The 
scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet, Until Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be 
the obedience of the people. Binding his donkey to the vine, 
And his donkey’s colt to the choice vine, He washed his 
garments in wine, And his clothes in the blood of grapes. 
His eyes are darker than wine, And his teeth whiter than 
milk. Genesis 49:1, 8-12 
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Luke gives us another way of following the Seed from David to 
Seth –


… the son of David, the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the 
son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, the 
son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the 
son of Perez, the son of Judah, the son of Jacob, the son of 
Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of 
Nahor, the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, 
the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, the son of Cainan, the 
son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son 
of Lamech, the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the 
son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of Cainan, the 
son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of 
God. LUKE 3:31-38 

We learn more about how God protected the revelation of the 
Seed through so many generations as we study each of the 
people mentioned in the lineages of Matthew and Luke. It is 
certainly a fascinating path of the Seed.
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Israel and Judah 

The names of Israel and Judah are important in understanding 
God’s Great Reveal of His promised Seed. Israel was the name 
God gave to Jacob. Jacob gave Judah his name.


Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: the sons of Leah were 
Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, and Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Issachar, and Zebulun; the sons of Rachel were Joseph and 
Benjamin. the sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s maidservant, were 
Dan and Naphtali; and the sons of Zilpah, Leah’s 
maidservant, were Gad and Asher. These were the sons of 
Jacob who were born to him in Padan Aram. GENESIS 
35:22-26 

Israel became the name of the people of God, while Judah was 
one of the tribes of Israel. We find that consistently through the 
end of Genesis into Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, 
Joshua and Judges.


In the Book of Ruth we see Judah referred to as “the land of 
Judah” (Ruth 1:7), which may have been a reference to the land 
that belonged to the Tribe of Judah.
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As the historical record turns to 1 Samuel we see the people of 
God referred to as being Israelites living in Israel. However, we 
also see that something had changed –


When he numbered them in Bezek, the children of Israel 
were three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty 
thousand. 1 Samuel 11:18 

Now the men of Israel and Judah arose and shouted, and 
pursued the Philistines as far as the entrance of the valley 
and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the 
Philistines fell along the road to Shaaraim, even as far as 
Gath and Ekron. 1 Samuel 17:52 

But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out 
and came in before them. 1 Samuel 18:16 

We don’t see the name of any other tribe mentioned in the same 
way as Judah. The other tribes were part of Israel. Judah was 
mentioned in addition to Israel. Why? Maybe something had 
happened in alliances by the time of the judge Samuel. Or, it may 
be God’s way of signaling something significant was going to 
happen in His great reveal.
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We see this division of names in the reign of King Saul. Even 
though he was Israel’s first king, the Bible references Saul dealing 
with Israel and Judah as separate groups. In 1 Samuel 15 we see 
Samuel say to Saul –


Samuel also said to Saul, ‘The Lord sent me to anoint you 
king over His people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed the 
voice of the words of the Lord. Thus says the Lord of hosts: 
‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he 
ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt. 
Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they 
have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, 
infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’ 
So Saul gathered the people together and numbered them 
in Telaim, two hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten 
thousand men of Judah. And Saul came to a city of Amalek, 
and lay in wait in the valley. 1 SAMUEL 15:1-5 

King Saul gathered the ‘people’ together and numbered them in 
Telaim (most likely located in southern Judah near the border 
with Amalek). He numbered 200,000 foot soldiers and “ten 
thousand men of Judah”. That was similar to when Saul 
numbered soldiers in Bezek to fight against the Ammonites.
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Saul was the first king of the united tribes of Israel. However, he 
died during a battle with the Philistines. He was severely 
wounded by archers and fell on his own sword. “So Saul, his 
three sons, his armor bearer, and all his men died together that 
same day.” (1 Samuel 31:6)


What happened next is telling about differences between Israel 
and Judah. 2 Samuel 2 introduces us to three important events:


1. David was anointed king over the house of Judah

2. Ishbosheth (another son of Saul) was made king over Israel

3. Israel and Judah fought against each other


2 Samuel 2:10-11 reads – “Only the house of Judah followed 
David. And the time that David was king in Hebron over the 
house of Judah was seven years and six months.”


It was after the murder of Ishbosheth that the tribes of Israel 
came to David at Hebron and said –


Indeed we are your bone and your flesh. Also, in time past, 
when Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel 
out and brought them in; and the Lord said to you, ‘You shall 
shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over Israel.’ 



The Great Reveal  of 34 81

 Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, 
and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron 
before the Lord. And they anointed David king over Israel. 
David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned forty years. In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven 
years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-
three years over all Israel and Judah. 2 SAMUEL 5:1-5 

Jerusalem became the capitol city of the new United Kingdom of 
Israel after David and his soldiers defeated the Jebusites and 
took the city. Jerusalem became known as the City of David.


[You can read more about the story of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
in our book A History of Man’s Quest for Immorality.]


https://www.amazon.com/History-Mans-Quest-Immortality/dp/1933580364
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Chapter 25


In the last chapter we looked at the path of the Seed that God 
promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and how it made its way 
to King David centuries later.


Now we’ll look at the importance of the Seed of David as our 
series on The Great Reveal continues.


Seed of David 

The name David is mentioned more than a thousand times in the 
Bible – more than Abraham, more than Moses. There’s a reason 
for that.


Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the 
seed of David and from the town of Bethlehem, where David 
was? JOHN 7:42 

Jews living in Israel in the 1st century AD knew that Messiah (the 
Christ) would come from the seed of David. They knew that 
Messiah would be from the town of Bethlehem, but didn’t know 
that Jesus had been born in Bethlehem. They thought Nazareth 
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was His birthplace. The point is that Jews expected Messiah to 
come from the seed of David.


We know from the Gospels that Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
from the seed of David.


The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
David, the Son of Abraham:  Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac 
begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 
Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, 
and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, 
Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. 
Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, 
Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. 
Matthew 1:1-6 

Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years 
of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, the son 
of Heli, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of 
Melchi, the son of Janna, the son of Joseph, the son of 
Mattathiah, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of 
Esli, the son of Naggai, the son of Maath, the son of 
Mattathiah, the son of Semei, the son of Joseph, the son of 
Judah, the son of Joannas, the son of Rhesa, the son of 
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Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, the son of 
Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of 
Elmodam, the son of Er, the son of Jose, the son of Eliezer, 
the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son 
of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of 
Jonan, the son of Eliakim, the son of Melea, the son of 
Menan, the son of Mattathah, the son of Nathan, the son of 
David. Luke 3:23-31 

The lineage of Jesus, from both Joseph and Mary, demonstrate 
that He came from the seed of David. The Apostle Paul also 
made it abundantly clear that Jesus was born of the seed of 
David –


Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 
separated to the gospel of God which He promised before 
through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of 
God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead. Romans 1:1-4 

Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was 
raised from the dead according to my gospel. 2 Timothy 2:8 
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Okay, so Jesus came from the seed of David. What’s the big deal 
about that?


The big deal is a covenant that God made with David in 2 Samuel 
7 –


When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I 
will set up your seed after you, who will come from your 
body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house 
for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he 
commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and 
with the blows of the sons of men. But My mercy shall not 
depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed 
from before you. And your house and your kingdom shall be 
established forever before you. Your throne shall be 
established forever. 2 SAMUEL 7:12-16 

This is known as the ‘Davidic Covenant.’ God promised David 
that He would establish an everlasting kingdom through his seed 
that would come from his body. The promise began with David’s 
son Solomon who did build a house for God (the Temple in 
Jerusalem). Even though many kings would come from David’s 
seed, some who God would chasten because of their iniquity, 
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God promised David that his house and kingdom and throne 
would be established forever.


Solomon repeated the Davidic Covenant when he dedicated the 
new Temple –


Therefore, Lord God of Israel, now keep what You promised 
Your servant David my father, saying, ‘You shall not fail to 
have a man sit before Me on the throne of Israel, only if your 
sons take heed to their way, that they walk in My law as you 
have walked before Me.’ And now, O Lord God of Israel, let 
Your word come true, which You have spoken to Your 
servant David. 2 CHRONICLES 6:16-17 

It is also repeated in Psalm 132:11-12 –


The Lord has sworn in truth to David; He will not turn from it: 
‘I will set upon your throne the fruit of your body. If your sons 
will keep My covenant And My testimony which I shall teach 
them, Their sons also shall sit upon your throne forevermore. 

This ‘Davidic Covenant’ is the basis for the Messianic hope of 
Israel. The Savior of Israel would come from the seed of David.
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Son of David 

The term “Son of David” is a Messianic title that refers to 
Messiah being the ‘seed’ of David. 1st century Jews understood 
that and held the lineage (including birthplace) as part of the 
standard for identifying the Messiah when He came.


Now as they went out of Jericho, a great multitude followed 
Him. And behold, two blind men sitting by the road, when 
they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, saying, 
‘Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!’  Then the 
multitude warned them that they should be quiet; but they 
cried out all the more, saying, ‘Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
Son of David!’  So Jesus stood still and called them, and 
said, ‘What do you want Me to do for you?’  They said to 
Him, ‘Lord, that our eyes may be opened.’ So Jesus had 
compassion and touched their eyes. And immediately their 
eyes received sight, and they followed Him. MATTHEW 
20:29-34 
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Even Gentiles knew that Jesus was the promised Messiah, the 
Son of David –


Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region 
of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a woman of Canaan came 
from that region and cried out to Him, saying, ‘Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely 
demon-possessed. MATTHEW 15:21-22 

However, the Jewish leaders (e.g. Pharisees, Sadducees) either 
couldn’t or wouldn’t see that Jesus was the promised seed of 
David.


Jesus added to their confusion or disobedience with this truth 
claim –


Then Jesus answered and said, while He taught in the 
temple, ‘How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the 
Son of David? For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: ‘The 
Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your 
enemies Your footstool.’ Therefore David himself calls Him 
‘Lord’; how is He then his Son? MARK 12:35-36 
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Jesus was quoting from Psalm 110, which was about the 
promised Messiah. He answered His question in Revelation 
22:16 –


I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the 
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright 
and Morning Star. 

Jesus is both the Root and the Offspring of David! There is no 
one like Him.


[You can read more about the story of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
in our book A History of Man’s Quest for Immorality.]


https://www.amazon.com/History-Mans-Quest-Immortality/dp/1933580364
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Chapter 26


Now we’ll look at the how the ‘Seed’ of David is also the ‘Branch’ 
of David as our series on The Great Reveal continues.


Branch of David 

We learn about the Branch of David from the prophet Jeremiah –


Behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘That I will raise 
to David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign and 
prosper,  And execute judgment and righteousness in the 
earth.  In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell 
safely; Now this is His name by which He will be called: THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Jeremiah 23:5-6 

Behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘that I will 
perform that good thing which I have promised to the house 
of Israel and to the house of Judah: ‘In those days and at 
that time  I will cause to grow up to David  A Branch of 
righteousness; He shall execute judgment and righteousness 
in the earth.  In those days Judah will be saved,  And 
Jerusalem will dwell safely. And this is the name by which 
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she will be called:  THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

While the words of Jeremiah concerning the Branch of David are 
similar in the two sections, there are some subtle differences. 
One of the differences is the context of each section.


Jeremiah 23 follows prophecies against the kings of Judah, while 
Jeremiah 33 follows God’s promise to bring health and healing to 
the people of Judah and Israel. He promised to cleanse them 
from all their iniquity against God and pardon all their iniquities 
against Him.


Then it shall be to Me a name of joy, a praise, and an honor 
before all nations of the earth, who shall hear all the good 
that a I do to them; they shall fear and tremble for all the 
goodness and all the prosperity that I provide for it. 
JEREMIAH 33:9 

Another small difference in the Branch reference is that “Judah 
will be saved, And Israel will dwell safely” (Jeremiah 23) and that 
“Judah will be saved, And Jerusalem will dwell safely” (Jeremiah 
33).
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Similarities in both references are that –


• God was speaking – “Behold, the days are coming,’ says 
the Lord.”


• G o d w o u l d “ r a i s e t o D a v i d a B r a n c h o f 
righteousness” (chapter 23) and God would “grow up to 
David A Branch of righteousness” (chapter 33)


An interesting similarity/difference concerns who or what is called 
“THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” In Jeremiah 23, God said 
that “A King shall reign and prosper” and His name “will be THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” In Jeremiah 33, God said “And 
Jerusalem will dwell safely. And this is the name by which she will 
be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Both the King of 
Israel (His name) and Jerusalem (the name by which she) will be 
called THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, which demonstrates 
how linked the two are in God’s eternal plan.


The Hebrew for ‘Branch’ is צֶ֣מַח  (ṣemaḥ) and means “a sprout, 
growth.”  The term “of righteousness” is the Hebrew word צַּדִ֑יק 
(ṣaddîq) and means “just, righteous.”
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Notice in each of Jeremiah’s references that the Branch of 
righteousness would “raise to David” and “grow up to David.” 
The word ‘raise’ in Jeremiah 23 is וַהֲִקמֹתִ֥י  (wahăqimōṯî) and 
translates “that I will raise.” The meaning of the word is to cause 
someone or something to “stand up, rise up, stand.” The term 
“grow up” in Jeremiah 33   is ַאַצְמִ֥יח  (’aṣmîaḥ) and translates “I 
will cause to grow up.” The meaning of the word is to cause to 
“sprout, spring up.”


So, in the reference to the King who would reign and prosper 
(Jeremiah 23) God would cause Him to “stand up, rise up.” In the 
reference to Jerusalem dwelling safely, God would cause her to 
“spring up.”




The Great Reveal  of 49 81

Other Prophets and the Branch 

Jeremiah was not the only prophet to use the word ‘Branch’ 
when describing an important aspect of God’s eternal plan.


In the context of God’s judgment on Judah and Israel that would 
lead to future glory, Isaiah wrote this –


In that day the Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and 
glorious;  And the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and 
appealing For those of Israel who have escaped. And it shall 
come to pass that he who is left in Zion and remains in 
Jerusalem will be called holy—everyone who is recorded 
among the living in Jerusalem. ISAIAH 4:2-3 

The term ‘Branch of the Lord’ is צֶ֣מַח יְהוָ֔ה (ṣemaḥ Yahweh) and 
means “sprout, growth of Yaweh.” That ‘Branch’ will be beautiful 
and glorious.
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Isaiah spoke about this ‘Branch’ later in his prophecy. Keep in 
mind as you are reading that Jesse was the father of King David 
–


There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a 
Branch shall grow out of his roots.  The Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon Him,  The Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. His delight is in the 
fear of the Lord, And He shall not judge by the sight of His 
eyes,  Nor decide by the hearing of His ears;  But with 
righteousness He shall judge the poor,  And decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth 
with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He 
shall slay the wicked.  Righteousness shall be the belt of His 
loins, And faithfulness the belt of His waist. ISAIAH 11:1-5 

Isaiah wrote these words next. Notice the phrase ‘Root of Jesse” 
– 


The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie 
down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and 
the fatling together; And a little child shall lead them. The 
cow and the bear shall graze;  Their young ones shall lie 
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down together; And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 
nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole, And the weaned 
child shall put his hand in the viper’s den. They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord As the waters cover the 
sea. ‘And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who 
shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall 
seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious. ISAIAH 
4:6-10


It’s obvious that Isaiah was referring to a person when he 
described “a Root of Jesse.” It would seem that the Branch 
(ṣemaḥ) and the Root (šōreš) might be the same person. In fact, 
we see that the Rod from the stem of Jesse, the Branch that 
grows from the roots of Jesse, and the Root of Jesse are the 
same person.


The prophet Zechariah also referenced a Branch in his prophecy. 
Let’s get some understanding of this amazing scene first.


Zechariah prophesied in Jerusalem at the end of the 6th century 
BC when many Jews were still returning from captivity in Babylon 
to help rebuild the Temple. We know the time of Zechariah’s 
prophecy because it begins with – “In the eighth month of the 
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second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah 
the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet.” (Zechariah 
1:1) On the 24th day of the eleventh month in the second year of 
Darius, Zechariah received a vision prophecy from God. Part of 
the prophecy concerned the future joy of Israel, along with a 
vision of the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord 
with Satan standing nearby to oppose him.


It is in this context that we learn about the coming Branch –


Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before 
the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand 
to oppose him. And the Lord said to Satan, The Lord rebuke 
you, Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?’ Now Joshua 
was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before 
the Angel. Then He answered and spoke to those who stood 
before Him, saying, ‘Take away the filthy garments from him.’ 
And to him He said, ‘See, I have removed your iniquity from 
you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.’ And I said, ‘Let 
them put a clean turban on his head.’ So they put a clean 
turban on his head, and they put the clothes on him. And the 
Angel of the Lord stood by.  Then the Angel of the Lord 
admonished Joshua, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘If 
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you will walk in My ways,  And if you will keep My 
command, Then you shall also judge My house, And likewise 
have charge of My courts;  I will give you places to 
walk  Among these who stand here. ‘Hear, O Joshua, the 
high priest,  You and your companions who sit before 
you, For they are a wondrous sign; For behold, I am bringing 
forth My Servant the BRANCH. For behold, the stone That I 
have laid before Joshua:  Upon the stone are seven 
eyes. Behold, I will engrave its inscription,’ Says the Lord of 
hosts, ‘And I will remove the iniquity of that land in one 
day. In that day,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘Everyone will invite 
his neighbor  Under his vine and under his fig tree.  
ZECHARIAH 3:1-10 

Zechariah received a vision of four chariots coming between two 
bronze mountains. The first chariot had red horses. The second 
chariot had black horses. The third chariot had white horses. The 
fourth chariot had dappled horses. Zechariah asked God, “What 
are these, my Lord?” The angel answered his question –


And the angel answered and said to me, ‘These are four 
spirits of heaven, who go out from their station before the 
Lord of all the earth. The one with the black horses is going 
to the north country, the white are going after them, and the 
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dappled are going toward the south country.’ Then the 
strong steeds went out, eager to go, that they might walk to 
and fro throughout the earth. And He said, ‘Go, walk to and 
fro throughout the earth.’ So they walked to and fro 
throughout the earth. And He called to me, and spoke to 
me, saying, ‘See, those who go toward the north country 
have given rest to My Spirit in the north country. 
ZECHARIAH 6:5-8 

In that context we read about again about the promised 
BRANCH –


Thus says the Lord of hosts, saying: ‘Behold, the Man whose 
name is the BRANCH! From His place He shall branch out, And 
He shall build the temple of the Lord;  Yes, He shall build the 
temple of the Lord. He shall bear the glory, And shall sit and rule 
on His throne; So He shall be a priest on His throne, And the 
counsel of peace shall be between them both. ZECHARIAH 
6:12-13 

[You can read more about the story of the Branch of David in our 
book A History of Man’s Quest for Immorality.]


https://www.amazon.com/History-Mans-Quest-Immortality/dp/1933580364
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Chapter 27


We are moving through a unique Bible study series about the 
epic journey we are on with God. It is first God’s Epic Journey. 
God invented it before He created the heavens and the earth. It’s 
His idea, His plan, from eternity (before time). We are part of it, an 
important part of it, but it is absolutely God’s idea and plan. What 
we need to do is understand what God is doing and why and join 
in on His journey through time, space and eternity.


In the last chapter we learned about the Branch of David.


The prophet Jeremiah wrote this:


Behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘That I will raise 
to David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign and 
prosper,  And execute judgment and righteousness in the 
earth.  In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell 
safely; Now this is His name by which He will be called: THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. JEREMIAH 23:5-6 
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Behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘that I will 
perform that good thing which I have promised to the house 
of Israel and to the house of Judah: ‘In those days and at 
that time  I will cause to grow up to David  A Branch of 
righteousness; He shall execute judgment and righteousness 
in the earth.  In those days Judah will be saved,  And 
Jerusalem will dwell safely. And this is the name by which 
she will be called:  THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
JEREMIAH 33:14-16 

The prophet Isaiah wrote this –


In that day the Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and 
glorious;  And the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and 
appealing For those of Israel who have escaped. And it shall 
come to pass that he who is left in Zion and remains in 
Jerusalem will be called holy—everyone who is recorded 
among the living in Jerusalem. ISAIAH 4:2-3 

There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a 
Branch shall grow out of his roots.  The Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon Him,  The Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. His delight is in the 
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fear of the Lord, And He shall not judge by the sight of His 
eyes,  Nor decide by the hearing of His ears;  But with 
righteousness He shall judge the poor,  And decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth 
with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He 
shall slay the wicked.  Righteousness shall be the belt of His 
loins, And faithfulness the belt of His waist. ISAIAH 11:1-5 

Isaiah wrote these words next. Notice the phrase ‘Root of Jesse” 
–


The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie 
down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and 
the fatling together; And a little child shall lead them. The 
cow and the bear shall graze;  Their young ones shall lie 
down together; And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 
nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole, And the weaned 
child shall put his hand in the viper’s den. They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord As the waters cover the 
sea. ‘And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who 
shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall 
seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious. ISAIAH 
4:6-10 
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It’s obvious that Isaiah was referring to a person when he 
described “a Root of Jesse.” It would seem that the Branch 
(ṣemaḥ) and the Root (šōreš) might be the same person. In fact, 
we see that the Rod from the stem of Jesse, the Branch that 
grows from the roots of Jesse, and the Root of Jesse are the 
same person.


The prophet Zechariah wrote this –


Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before 
the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand 
to oppose him. And the Lord said to Satan, The Lord rebuke 
you, Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?’ Now Joshua 
was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before 
the Angel. Then He answered and spoke to those who stood 
before Him, saying, ‘Take away the filthy garments from him.’ 
And to him He said, ‘See, I have removed your iniquity from 
you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.’ And I said, ‘Let 
them put a clean turban on his head.’ So they put a clean 
turban on his head, and they put the clothes on him. And the 
Angel of the Lord stood by.  Then the Angel of the Lord 
admonished Joshua, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘If 
you will walk in My ways,  And if you will keep My 
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command, Then you shall also judge My house, And likewise 
have charge of My courts;  I will give you places to 
walk  Among these who stand here. ‘Hear, O Joshua, the 
high priest,  You and your companions who sit before 
you, For they are a wondrous sign; For behold, I am bringing 
forth My Servant the BRANCH. For behold, the stone That I 
have laid before Joshua:  Upon the stone are seven 
eyes. Behold, I will engrave its inscription,’ Says the Lord of 
hosts, ‘And I will remove the iniquity of that land in one 
day. In that day,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘Everyone will invite 
his neighbor  Under his vine and under his fig tree.  
ZECHARIAH 3:1-10 

Thus says the Lord of hosts, saying: ‘Behold, the Man 
whose name is the BRANCH!  From His place He shall 
branch out, And He shall build the temple of the Lord; Yes, 
He shall build the temple of the Lord.  He shall bear the 
glory, And shall sit and rule on His throne; So He shall be a 
priest on His throne,  And the counsel of peace shall be 
between them both. ZECHARIAH 6:12-13 
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Notice that Zechariah referred to the BRANCH as ‘the Man.’ The 
Man named ‘the BRANCH’ will ‘branch out’ and ‘build the temple 
of the Lord.’ The Man named ‘the BRANCH’ will ‘sit and rule on 
His throne.’


Who might that ‘Man’ be? We look to New Testament writings to 
see ‘the Man whose name is the BRANCH.’


New Testament Insight 

We learned in our previous Old Testament study that the ‘Seed’ 
of David is also the ‘Branch’ of David and ‘Root’ of Jesse. As we 
move from the Old Testament to the New Testament we learn 
that Jesus of Nazareth is both the ‘Seed’ of David, the ‘Branch’ 
of David and ‘Root’ of Jesse. Jesus Christ will ‘branch out’ and 
‘build the temple of the Lord.’ Jesus Christ will ‘sit and rule on 
His throne.’


The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
David, the Son of Abraham … Salmon begot Boaz by 
Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and 
Jesse begot David the king … And Jacob begot Joseph the 
husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called 
Christ. MATTHEW 1:1, 5-6, 16 



The Great Reveal  of 62 81

Then Jesus answered and said, while He taught in the 
temple, ‘How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the 
Son of David? For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: ‘The 
Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your 
enemies Your footstool.’ ’Therefore David himself calls Him 
‘Lord’; how is He then his Son?’ And the common people 
heard Him gladly. MARK 12:35-37 

Then the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His 
father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end. LUKE 
1:30-33 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who 
was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the 
days were completed for her to be delivered. And she 
brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in 
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swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn. Now there were in the 
same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel 
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is 
born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find 
a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger. 
LUKE 2:4-11 

Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years 
of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph … the 
son of Melea, the son of Menan, the son of Mattathah, the 
son of Nathan, the son of David, the son of Jesse, the son of 
Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of 
Nahshon, the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of 
Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah. LUKE 3:23, 
31-33 
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Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch 
David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with 
us to this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that 
God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his 
body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to 
sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the 
resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, 
nor did His flesh see corruption … For David did not ascend 
into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The Lord said to my 
Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool.’ ‘Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ. ACTS 2:29-31, 34-36 

After that He gave them judges for about four hundred and 
fifty years, until Samuel the prophet. And afterward they 
asked for a king; so God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a 
man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. And when He 
had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to 
whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David 
the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all 
My will.’ From this man’s seed, according to the promise, 
God raised up for Israel a Savior—Jesus— after John had 
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first preached, before His coming, the baptism of 
repentance to all the people of Israel. ACTS 13:20-24 

Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 
separated to the gospel of God which He promised before 
through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of 
God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead. ROMANS 1:1-4 

Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the 
circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises 
made to the fathers, and that the Gentiles might glorify God 
for His mercy, as it is written: ‘For this reason I will confess 
to You among the Gentiles,  And sing to Your name.’  And 
again he says: ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!’ And 
again: ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you 
peoples!’ And again, Isaiah says: ‘There shall be a root of 
Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles,  In 
Him the Gentiles shall hope. ROMANS 15:8-12 
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Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was 
raised from the dead according to my gospel. 2 TIMOTHY 
2:8 

So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open 
and read the scroll, or to look at it. But one of the elders said 
to me, ‘Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to 
loose its seven seals. REVELATION 5:4-5 

I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in 
the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the 
Bright and Morning Star. REVELATION 22:16 

Fascinating! Jesus said He is the ‘Root and the Offspring of 
David.” How can He be both? That is part of the mystery of 
God’s Eternal Plan for this epic journey we are on with Him.


Keeping in mind what Jeremiah wrote about ‘the Man whose 
name is the BRANCH! From His place He shall branch out,’ look 
at what Jesus told His disciples the night before His death –
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I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every 
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and 
every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear 
more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which 
I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in Me.’ I am the vine, you 
are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears 
much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone 
does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is 
withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, 
and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words 
abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be 
done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit; so you will be My disciples. JOHN 15:1-8 

We see in these words how the ‘Man whose name is the 
BRANCH’ would ‘branch out’ from His place. Jesus Christ is the 
‘true vine’ and from His place His disciples ‘branch out.’
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Chapter 28


God’s “Great Reveal” is often divided into two separate parts –


• Old Testament


• New Testament


That division is unfortunate in one way because many people 
think of God’s Reveal as being divided. Some people who believe 
the Old Testament is God’s Word don’t believe the New 
Testament is God’s Word. They believe God’s Reveal began and 
ended with the Old Testament. Some people believe the ‘God’ of 
the Old Testament is different than the ‘God’ of the New 
Testament. They believe God’s Reveal began and ended with the 
New Testament. Some people believe God’s Reveal goes from 
the Old Testament to the New Testament and back to the Old 
Testament.


Are any of those beliefs true?


I don’t think so – and here’s why.
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One Story 

As we have seen in previous parts of our study, Jesus of 
Nazareth is the Seed of David, the Branch of David, and the Root 
of Jesse. Those are prophetic terms from the Old Testament that 
were realized in Jesus of Nazareth in the New Testament. Jesus 
was quick after His resurrection to point His disciples to the 
fulfillment of those prophecies.


Then He said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to 
believe in all that the prophets have spoken! ‘Ought not the 
Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His 
glory?’ And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He 
expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself. LUKE 24:25-27 

Notice that Jesus began “at Moses and all the Prophets.” That 
covers the entirety of what we know as the Old Testament. When 
we see the word Scripture in New Testament writings, it refers to 
Old Testament writings. That’s because the New Testament 
writings were still being written by the apostles. They referred to 
the writings of Moses and the Prophets as Scripture. 
Interestingly, the Apostle Peter identified the writings of the 
Apostle Paul as Scripture in 2 Peter 3:16. That demonstrates how 
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quickly 1st century Christians were understanding that God was 
revealing His Word to the apostles of Christ as Scripture in the 
same way they viewed Moses and the Prophets.


Jesus spoke to two disciples on the road to Emmaus on the 
same day He rose from the dead. After Jesus left them the 
disciples said – “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked 
with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to 
us?” (Luke 24:32) They rose up that same hour and returned to 
Jerusalem. They found the eleven disciples who were gathered 
together and told them that Jesus had risen from the dead and 
appeared to Simon. The two disciples went on to rehearse for the 
others what had happened on the road and what Jesus had said 
to them while they were eating together.


As they were talking Jesus appeared to all of them and said 
“Peace to you.” (Luke 24:36) The disciples were terrified and 
frightened thinking they had seen a spirit (ghost). Here’s how 
Jesus handled the situation. Notice carefully what He told His 
disciples about how He was not a ghost and how the Scriptures 
(our Old Testament) were about Him –
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Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. 
Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and 
bones as you see I have.’  When He had said this, He 
showed them His hands and His feet. But while they still did 
not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, ‘Have you 
any food here?’ So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish 
and some honeycomb. And He took it and ate in their 
presence. Then He said to them, ‘These are the words which 
I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must 
be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.’ And He opened 
their understanding, that they might comprehend the 
Scriptures.  Then He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, and 
thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from 
the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these 
things. Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; 
but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with 
power from on high. LUKE 24:38-49 
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Jesus Christ is the central Figure of the Old and New Testaments. 
In reality, the Bible is one Story – one Great Reveal from God. 
The Old Testament looks forward to the New and the New looks 
forward to the End and the New Beginning.


We don’t choose to believe one part of the Bible or the other. We 
also don’t retreat from the New back to the Old. We move 
forward as God so clearly does in His Word to the end game – 
His purpose for everything.


One Message 

The Bible is ‘one message.’ It is about Jesus Christ 
accomplishing His Father’s purpose – “For this purpose the Son 
of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the 
devil.” 1 John 3:8


How would Jesus “destroy the works of the devil”? Through His 
death and resurrection which God “foreordained before the 
foundation of the world” and “promised before time began” –
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And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges 
according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves 
throughout the time of your stay here in fear; knowing that 
you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or 
gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from 
your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spot. He indeed was 
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for you who through Him believe 
in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, 
so that your faith and hope are in God. 1 Peter 1:17-21 

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 
nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings 
for the gospel according to the power of God, who has 
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace 
which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 
but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 2 Timothy 1:8-10 
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Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
according to the fa i th of God’s e lect and the 
acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness, 
in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised 
before time began, but has in due time manifested His word 
through preaching, which was committed to me according 
to the commandment of God our Savior. Titus 1:1-3 

God ‘raised’ Jesus from the dead and gave Him ‘glory.’ God has 
‘saved’ and ‘called’ us with a holy calling, not according to ‘our 
works,’ but according to His own ‘purpose’ and ‘grace’ which He 
gave to us in Christ Jesus ‘before time began.’ That was God’s 
eternal plan which has now been revealed to us by the 
‘appearing’ of our Savior Jesus Christ, who ‘abolished death’ and 
‘brought life and immortality to light’ through the Gospel.


Jesus abolished death and brought life and immortality to light 
through His death and resurrection, which is the Gospel –


Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I 
preached to you, which also you received and in which you 
stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that 
word which I preached to you—unless you believed in 
vain.  For I delivered to you first of all that which I also 
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received: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again 
the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was 
seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He was seen 
by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater 
part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 
After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 
Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out 
of due time. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-8 

Jesus made very clear from what He told His disciples before 
and after He rose from the grave.
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Before the Resurrection 

From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He 
must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised the third day. Matthew 16:21 

And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. He spoke this word openly. Mark 8:31-32 

After the Resurrection 

And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He 
expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself. LUKE 24:27 

Jesus’ disciples learned directly from Jesus how the Scriptures 
(our Old Testament) pointed to Jesus coming to die and rise. 
Here are two examples from the early preaching of the Apostle 
Peter –
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Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man 
attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs 
which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves 
also know— Him, being delivered by the determined 
purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by 
lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; whom God 
raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was 
not possible that He should be held by it. For David says 
concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the Lord always before my face, 
For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. 
Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; 
Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. For You will not 
leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to 
see corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; 
You will make me full of joy in Your presence. Acts 2:22-28 

Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and 
John, all the people ran together to them in the porch which 
is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed. 1So when Peter saw it, 
he responded to the people: ‘Men of Israel, why do you 
marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by 
our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 
The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up 
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and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was 
determined to let Him go. But you denied the Holy One and 
the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and 
killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of 
which we are witnesses. And His name, through faith in His 
name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. 
Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this 
perfect soundness in the presence of you all. ‘Yet now, 
brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. But those things which God foretold by the mouth of 
all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus 
fulfilled. Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come 
from the presence of the Lord, and that He may send Jesus 
Christ, who was preached to you before, whom heaven 
must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which 
God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since 
the world began. For Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The 
Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from 
your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He 
says to you. And it shall be that every soul who will not hear 
that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the 
people.’ Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those 
who follow, as many as have spoken, have also foretold 
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these days. You are sons of the prophets, and of the 
covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to 
Abraham,  ‘And in your seed all the families of the earth shall 
be blessed.’ To you first, God, having raised up His Servant 
Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of 
you from your iniquities. Acts 3:11-26 

God used Peter to preach the Gospel to the first Gentiles and he 
referenced how “all the prophets witness that, through His name, 
whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.” (Acts 
10:43)


Another good example is Stephen’s speech just before he was 
martyred. Stephen, one of the first deacons in the Jerusalem 
church, made his case concerning the death and resurrection of 
Jesus directly from Old Testament Scripture.


As we watch the Apostle Paul travel to various cities in the 
Roman Empire, we see him speak in Jewish synagogues and 
reference the Old Testament to point to Jesus as the promised 
Messiah of Israel (e.g. Acts 13:13-41; 17:1-4, 10-12; 19:8-9)
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Next eBook 

Jesus fulfilling ‘Old Testament’ Scriptures played a pivotal role in 
the growth of 1st century Christianity, as we will see when our 
series on The Great Reveal continues in the next eBook.


[You can read more about the story of the Branch of David in our 
book A History of Man’s Quest for Immorality.]


Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 
1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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