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The Preaching of Jesus

No one has ever preached the Gospel like Jesus Christ. 

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 

healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease 

among the people.” (Matthew 4:23) 

Jesus also taught His disciples to preach the Gospel in the 

same way He did. “So they departed and went through the 

t o w n s , p r e a c h i n g t h e g o s p e l a n d h e a l i n g 

everywhere.” (Luke 9:6) “But none of these things move 

me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may 

finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received 

from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of 

God.” (Acts 20:24)
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If preaching the Gospel  effectively  is something that 

interests you, here are four brief insights into our Lord’s 

method —  

Truthful … Powerful … Personal … Sacrificial
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Truthful

Jesus came to be a witness to truth. “Jesus answered, 

‘You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, 

and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should 

bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth 

hears My voice.” (John 18:37) “For the law was given 

through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ.” (John 1:17)

Everything Jesus said was “truthful.” He is Truth – “I am 

the way, the truth, and the life.” (John 14:6)  Jesus knew 

where Truth will lead anyone who follows Him – “And you 

shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

free.” (John 8:32)
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Jesus provided a sure way for His disciples to preach the 

Gospel in truth after He ascended to Heaven. “However, 

when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you 

into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but 

whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you 

things to come.” John 16:13)
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Powerful

Jesus came to be a witness to power. “Then Jesus 

returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of 

Him went out through all the surrounding region.” (Luke 

4:14) “And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for 

power went out from Him and healed them all.” Luke 6:19)

Jesus used His power to forgive to demonstrate the power 

of His message. “But that you may know that the Son of 

Man has power on earth to forgive sins’—then He said to 

the paralytic, ‘Arise, take up your bed, and go to your 

house.” (Matthew 9:6)

Jesus shared His power with His disciples so they could 

share His power with others. “Then He called His twelve 

disciples together and gave them power and authority over 

all demons, and to cure diseases. He sent them to preach 

the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.” (Luke 9:1-2) The 

disciples did minister in great power. “And with great 
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power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.” (Acts 

4:33) 
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Personal

Jesus came to witness to people. “The Son of Man came 

eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 

winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ But 

wisdom is justified by her children.” (Matthew 11:19)  “But 

go and learn what  this means: ‘I desire mercy and not 

sacrifice.’  For I did not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners, to repentance.” (Matthew 9:13)

Jesus loved real people who suffered from the real burden 

of sin.  “Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew 

near to Him to hear Him. And the Pharisees and scribes 

complained, saying, ‘This Man receives sinners and eats 

with them.’  So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 

‘What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses 

one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 

wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds 

it? And when he has found  it, he lays  it on his shoulders, 
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rejoicing.  And when he comes home, he calls 

together  his  friends and neighbors, saying to them, 

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was 

lost!’  I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

just persons who need no repentance.” (Luke 15:1-7)

Jesus sent His disciples to call people to follow Him and 

become part of His great plan for the people of the world. 

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority 

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 

end of the age.” Amen.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 
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Sacrificial

Jesus came to be a  witness to a sacrificial life. “And 

whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your 

slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 

many.” (Matthew 20:27-28) “I am the good shepherd. The 

good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” John 10:11

Jesus gave His Life so that others would receive life. “No 

one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from 

heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but  have eternal life. For God so 

loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son into the 
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world to condemn the world, but that the world through 

Him might be saved.” John 3:13-17

Jesus modeled a sacrificial life and called on His followers 

to give their lives in service to God and others. “He who 

loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life.  If anyone serves Me, let 

him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be 

also. If anyone serves Me, him  My  Father will 

honor.” (John 12:25-26) “This is My commandment, that 

you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love 

has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his 

friends. You are My friends if you do whatever I command 

you.” (John 15:12-14)

___________________________

May it be our great privilege to preach like Jesus!
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