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Teaching Notes are Bible studies written and taught 

before 1995, before GraceLife Ministries began 

publishing articles online.

Our hope is that these older studies will be a 

blessing to you in your life and ministry. Please use 

them in any way that God leads you.

[These notes are from a Bible study taught more 

than 40 years ago. The notes are in outline form.]
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I. Narrative from Matt. 21:18 – 22:46

II. Discourse from Matt. 23:1, 2

“Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his 

disciples, Saying The scribes and the Pharisees sit in 

Moses’ seat:”

1. Changes from Malachi to Matthew

2. Scribes and Pharisees and Oral Law

3. Jesus Christ and the Oral Law

a. Matt. 5:1-12

“And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a 

mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came 

unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, 

saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for 
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they shall be comforted.  Blessed are the meek: for 

they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do 

hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 

filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 

mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall 

see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall 

be called the children of God. Blessed are they which 

are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men 

shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 

manner of evil against you falsely, for my 

sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is 

your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the 

prophets which were before you.”
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b. Matt. 5:17-28

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.   For 

verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one 

jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 

all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of 

these least commandments, and shall teach men so, 

he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: 

but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same 

shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I 

say unto you, That except your righteousness shall 

exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 

Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom 

of heaven. Ye have heard that it was said of them of 

old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill 

shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, 

That whosoever is angry with his brother without a 

cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and 
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whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in 

danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou 

fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if thou 

bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that 

thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy 

gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled 

to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree 

with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way 

with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to 

the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, 

and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, 

Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou 

hast paid the uttermost farthing. Ye have heard that it 

was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit 

adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh 

on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery 

with her already in his heart.”
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c. Mark 7:1-9

“Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and 

ce r ta in o f the sc r ibes , wh ich came f rom 

Jerusalem. And when they saw some of his disciples 

eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen, 

hands, they found fault. For the Pharisees, and all the 

Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, 

holding the tradition of the elders.  And when they 

come from the market, except they wash, they eat 

not. And many other things there be, which they have 

received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, 

brasen vessels, and of tables.  Then the Pharisees 

and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples 

according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread 

with unwashen hands? He answered and said unto 

them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, 

as it is written, This people honoureth me with their 

lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in vain do 
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they worship me, teaching for doctrines the 

commandments of men.  For laying aside the 

commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, 

as the washing of pots and cups: and many other 

such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full 

well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may 

keep your own tradition.”
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III. Discourse from Matt. 23:3-7

“All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that 

observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for 

they say, and do not.  For they bind heavy burdens 

and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s 

shoulders; but they themselves will not move them 

with one of their fingers. But all their works they do for 

to be seen of men: they make broad their 

phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their 

garments, And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, 

and the chief seats in the synagogues, And greetings 

in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, 

Rabbi.”

1. Heavy loads

2. Broaden and lengthen

3. Honor and respect



Teaching Notes A Call From Within  of 11 14

IV. Discourse from Matt. 23:8-12

“But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, 

even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man 

your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, 

which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for 

one is your Master, even Christ.  But he that is 

greatest among you shall be your servant.  And 

whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he 

that shall humble himself shall be exalted.”

4. Contrast of names to the name of Christ

5. Contrast of positions to the position of Christ
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V. Interpretation

• A warning against external faith and worship

• A calling to internal faith and worship

VI. Application

A. Christianity is a religion of the heart and is meant to be 

lived out in the Spirit. Turn to II Cor. 3:4-6

“And such trust have we through Christ to God-

ward: Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think 

any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of 

God; Who also hath made us able ministers of the 

new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for 

the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.”
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B. Jesus would have us live a life filled with freedom, 

happiness and joy. Turn to Luke 4:18-21 –

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 

anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath 

sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 

deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to 

the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To 

preach the acceptable year of the Lord.  And he 

closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, 

and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in 

the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began 

to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in 

your ears.”
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Turn to John 15:11 (follows Last Supper and is His final 

teaching concerning Heaven, the coming of the Holy 

Spirit, and the peace and fruitfulness that would follow.)

“These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 

might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.”

[Thank you for reading these teaching notes from more 

than 40 years ago. My prayer is they will be a blessing to 

you, your family and your ministry.]
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