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Pleasing God

“For those who live according to the flesh set their 

minds on the things of the flesh, but those  who 

live  according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” 

Romans 8:5

“Those who live according to the sinful nature have 

their minds set on what that nature desires; but those 

who live in accordance with the Spirit have their 

minds set on what the Spirit desires.” NIV

Pleasing God is the best way to live your life. God is 

already pleased with us because Christ is “in” us and we 

are “in” Christ. Now, God wants us to follow Christ’s lead in 

our lives by obeying Him and fulfilling His desires.
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Too simple? There’s got to be more to Christianity than 

that? Sorry. Spiritual success is no more complicated than 

doing what the Spirit desires. “…those who live in 

accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what 

the Spirit desires.”

Living the Grace Life comes in two parts:

1. Rest in the power of Christ “in” you

2. Do what pleases Christ

The benefit to God seems obvious, but what’s the benefit 

to you?

“The mind governed by the flesh is death,  but the 

mind governed by the Spirit is life  and peace.” 

Romans 8:6
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How would you like to live a life of peace? Who wouldn’t! 

Obey God, do what pleases Him and the Holy Spirit will 

control your mind and give you life and peace. Sounds like 

a good deal to me.

Let’s look at some of the things that please God. Make a 

note of them, do them and reap life and peace. (Part of 

knowing what pleases God is knowing what “displeases” 

Him.)

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that 

grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who 

died to sin live any longer in it?” Romans 6:1-2

“There is  therefore now no condemnation to those 

who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to 

the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from 

the law of sin and death. For what the law could not 



The Best Way to Live Your Life  of 6 16

do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by 

sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on 

account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh,  that 

the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled 

in us who do not walk according to the flesh but 

according to the Spirit. For those who live according 

to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, 

but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of 

the Spirit. For to be carnally minded  is death, but to 

be spiritually minded  is  life and peace. Because the 

carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject 

to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God.” Romans 

8:1-8
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“So then each of us shall give account of himself to 

God. Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, 

but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or 

a cause to fall in our brother’s way.  I know and am 

convinced by the Lord Jesus that  there is  nothing 

unclean of itself; but to him who considers anything to 

be unclean, to him it is unclean.” Romans 14:12-14

“I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus 

that  there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him who 

considers anything to be unclean, to him  it 

is  unclean.  Yet if your brother is grieved because 

of your food, you are no longer walking in love. Do not 

destroy with your food the one for whom Christ 

died. Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as 

evil; for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 

but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 

Spir i t .  For he who serves Christ in these 
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things  is  acceptable to God and approved by men.” 

Romans 14:14-18

“And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to 

spiritual  people  but as to carnal, as to babes in 

Christ.  I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for 

until now you were not able  to receive it,and even 

now you are still not able; for you are still carnal. For 

where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, 

are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?” 1 

Corinthians 3:1-3

“But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord 

has called each one, so let him walk. And so I ordain 

in all the churches.  Was anyone called while 

circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. 

Was anyone called while uncircumcised? Let him not 

be circumcised.  Circumcision is nothing and 

uncircumcision is nothing, but keeping the 
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commandments of God  is what matters.” 1 

Corinthians 7:17-19

“Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have 

received mercy, we do not lose heart. But we have 

renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in 

craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, 

but by manifestation of the truth commending 

ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of 

God.” 2 Corinthians 4:1-2

“For we walk by faith, not by sight. We are confident, 

yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body 

and to be present with the Lord. Therefore we make it 

our aim, whether present or absent, to be well 

pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 

the things done in the body, according to what he has 

done, whether good or bad.” 2 Corinthians 5:7-10
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“But I beg you that when I am present I may not be 

bold with that confidence by which I intend to be bold 

against some, who think of us as if we walked 

according to the flesh.  For though we walk in the 

flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the 

weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in 

God for pulling down strongholds,  casting down 

arguments and every high thing that exalts itself 

against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought 

into captivity to the obedience of Christ,  and being 

ready to punish all disobedience when your 

obedience is fulfilled.” 2 Corinthians 10:2-6

“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do 

not  use  liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but 

through love serve one another.  For all the law is 

fulfilled in one word, even  in this: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ But if you bite and devour one 

another, beware lest you be consumed by one 
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another!  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall 

not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  For the flesh lusts 

against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and 

these are contrary to one another, so that you do not 

do the things that you wish. But if you are led by the 

Spirit, you are not under the law.” Galatians 5:13-18

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand that 

we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10

“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to 

walk worthy of the calling with which you were 

called,  with all lowliness and gentleness, with 

longsuffering, bearing with one another in love.” 

Ephesians 4:1-2
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“This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you 

should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, 

in the futility of their mind.” Ephesians 4:17

“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And 

walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 

sweet-smelling aroma.” Ephesians 5:1-2

“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in 

the Lord. Walk as children of light.” Ephesians 5:8

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools 

but as wise,  redeeming the time, because the days 

are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand 

what the will of the Lord is.” Ephesians 5:15-17
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“Brethren, join in following my example, and note 

those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern.” 

Philippians 3:17

“For this reason, since the day we heard about you, 

we have not stopped praying for you and asking God 

to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all 

spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this 

in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and 

may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every 

good work, growing in the knowledge of God.” 

Colossians 1:9-10

“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the 

Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and 

established in the faith, as you have been taught, 

abounding in it with thanksgiving. Beware lest anyone 

cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, 

according to the tradition of men, according to the 



The Best Way to Live Your Life  of 14 16

basic principles of the world, and not according to 

Christ.” Colossians 2:6-8

“Therefore put to death your members which are on 

the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil 

desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. Because 

of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the 

sons of disobedience,  in which you yourselves once 

walked when you lived in them.  But now you 

yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, 

malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your 

mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have put 

off the old man with his deeds.” Colossians 3:5-10

“Walk in wisdom toward those  who are  outside, 

redeeming the time. Let your speech always be with 

grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how 

you ought to answer each one.” Colossians 4:5-6
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“Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord 

Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as 

you received from us how you ought to walk and to 

please God;  for you know what commandments we 

gave you through the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of 

God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from 

sexual immorality; that each of you should know how 

to possess his own vessel in sanctification and 

honor, not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do 

not know God.” 1 Thessalonians 4:1-5

God wants us to please Him. He wants us to obey Him. 

God has not left us without knowledge about what pleases 

Him. He placed Christ “in” us and us “in” Christ. He 

revealed His Will for us in His Word. I encourage you to 

give “God-pleasing” your full attention in the coming days. 

My prayer is that each of us will find great success in living 

the Christian life to the fullest.
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“Scripture taken from the New King James Version. 

Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.”
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