
GraceLife Thoughts 1  of 1 95

Part 1

By

Mark McGee



GraceLife Thoughts 1  of 2 95



GraceLife Thoughts 1  of 3 95

Why?

When we started GraceLife© in 1990 our intention was to 
teach through the Bible methodically and inductively. We 
had started doing that almost 20 years earlier in churches, 
conferences, study groups and on radio and television and 
wanted to move in the direction of publishing books and other 
materials that would help Christians in their lives and 
ministries. Then we were introduced to the World Wide Web 
in 1995 as part of a project at work. The Internet opened a 
new opportunity to publish Christian materials and GraceLife 
Thoughts was born.

GraceLife Thoughts started with short articles about living life 
based on the Grace of God. Those “short” articles grew longer 
and longer through the years and many became series and 
eBooks. Some are verse-by-verse studies of books of the 
Bible. Some are topical studies from the Bible. An important 
point in all of our studies is to think contextually. That’s the 

https://gracelifethoughts.com/gracelife-bible-study-ebooks/gracelife-ebooks-alphabetical-listing/
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foundation of methodical and inductive Bible study that leads 
to rightly dividing the Word of Truth. Text and context.

Roots

I tell you that to tell you this. We’ve decided to return to our 
“roots” and publish shorter articles as we did many years ago. 
We’ll continue to write the longer studies, including series and 
eBooks, but we thought it might be helpful to also offer shorter 
articles that can be read in just a couple of minutes.

We’ve received feedback from readers recently about wanting 
shorter studies and we want to help make that happen. 
However, our desire is not to write Christian ‘devotionals.’ 
There are plenty of devotionals available to Christians – some 
good, some not so much. What we want to do is help 
Christians think about what’s really important in living lives 
committed to God. Thinking, I think, is what Christians need 
right now. We need to think carefully and critically about what 
we believe and do.
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Here’s why I say that.

I’m concerned about the condition of modern Christianity. We 
are about eight years away from considering and celebrating 
two thousand years since Jesus Christ, the Son of God and 
Son of Man, died on the Cross, was buried, rose from the 
dead and was seen alive by hundreds of people. Those of us 
who make up the visible Church on earth need to do some 
serious thinking about where we are after two thousand years.
The fact that so many people who call themselves by the 
name “Christian” do not believe in the most basic tenets of the 
Christian Gospel is sobering, heart-breaking and dangerous. 
How did we get here? Jesus and His apostles warned us 
about times like this in the life of the Church and how to deal 
with it, so let’s pay attention.
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Serious thinking can and should lead to serious course 
adjustments for all of us. If we take an unbiased (as unbiased 
as we can as flawed human beings) look at the spiritual and 
physical condition of our world and the spiritual and physical 
condition of the Church on earth, I think we’ll find that we are 
in great need of a major course adjustment. That’s the reason 
to return to our roots as God’s people on earth and that is a 
driving force behind our published studies – short and long.
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Revelation

We also need to return to the Revelation God has given us. 
I’m often reminded of something Moses wrote and something 
Jesus said:

The secret  things belong  to the  Lord  our God, but 
those  things which are revealed belong  to us and to our 
children forever ... Deuteronomy 29:29

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches. Revelation 2 & 3

God has many secrets. Those secrets belong to Him. God 
has also revealed many things to us and those revelations 
belong to us and our children forever. The Spirit of God 
speaks those revelations to us as often as we hear them and 
think about them. Jesus repeated that phrase to all seven 
churches in Revelation – those that were obedient and those 
that were not obedient. What do you think Jesus is saying 
now? If you have an ear, if you’re listening, “hear what the 
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Spirit says.” When the Eternal Son of God repeats something 
like that seven times to seven churches in the same context – 
it’s probably wise to pay attention and do what He says.

Revelation is simply that which is revealed. Whatever God 
has revealed to us belongs to us and to our children. Our 
prayer is that both our longer and shorter articles will inspire 
you to think carefully and critically and to “hear what the Spirit 
says.” Our prayer is that pastors and other church leaders 
take stock of where they are leading the Church that God’s 
Son is building. We need to work “with” Jesus – not “against” 
Him.
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Regular

How often will we publish shorter GraceLife Thoughts 
articles? Our objective is to be regular with them. Our goal is 
every other week – probably on Tuesdays.

Please read and share both the short and long articles with 
family and friends as God leads. Our desire is to testify about 
the Grace of God and to glorify His Holy Name.

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches.
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It’s Christmas – Again!

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is this Saturday! Where has 
the year gone?

I think we can all agree that this year, in fact the last two 
years, have been extra stressful on everyone.

We want to offer some hopeful and helpful thoughts to you 
and your family this Christmas. These GraceLife Thoughts 
about Christmas were published many years ago, but truth 
doesn’t change even as our hope in Jesus Christ does not 
change.

Merry Christmas from GraceLife!

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/its_christmas.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/its_christmas.pdf
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Thoughts For A New Year

Someone has said that days are long, but years are short.
As I look back over my life, I see truth in that statement. I also 
think that both days and years are getting shorter as I get 
older. Maybe you feel the same way.

Whether we like it or not, we’re now at the beginning of 
another “New Year.”

We’ve written many articles about “New Years” through 
decades of publishing GraceLife Thoughts and Faith and Self 
Defense articles. Some of them are available as eBooks in 
the GraceLife Library, so we thought this would be a good 
time to share those with you.

Truth doesn’t change. Truth about how God wants us to 
spend our days, weeks, months and years does not change. 
We pray you will find positive direction and God’s peace as 
you read through these eBooks in the new year.
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May God richly bless you in the New Year!

HOLY RESOLUTIONS For A New Year

New Life In A New Year

How To Use Your Power and Authority in The New Year

Work-Walking in the New Year

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/holy_resolutions_for_a_new_year.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/new-life-in-a-newc2a0year.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/how-to-use-your-power-and-authority-in-the-new-year.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/work-walking-in-the-new-year.pdf
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Following Instructions
Following the Lord’s instructions shouldn’t be hard to do:

1. Go and make disciples from every nation (ethnos  – 
ethnic culture) in the authority of Christ

2. Baptize disciples in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit

3. Teach disciples to observe (téreó – maintain, keep intact, 
guard, watch over, preserve) all things (panta – each and 
every part) that Jesus commanded (entellomai  – 
charged, enjoined, command to reach a purpose) the 
apostles 

If Christians, and that includes church leaders, read and study 
their Bibles and do what Jesus and His apostles said to do .. 
and don’t do what Jesus and His apostles said not to do .. 
then they have accomplished the purpose Jesus has planned 
for the Church He is building.
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That shouldn’t be hard to do since most of us have access to 
Bibles and can read. However, Christians are not 
accomplishing the goal Jesus established for disciples. If we 
were, I don’t think we’d have so many people growing up in 
churches only to leave them when they get into high school or 
college. I also don’t think we’d be hearing so many of them 
complaining about Christians not caring about them, not 
listening to them, not answering their questions.

We must do better.
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Using Every Part
Christianity is about every aspect of life. That includes 
thoughts, emotions and will. It includes how we relate to God, 
ourselves and others. Jesus said we should love God “with all 
the heart, with all the understanding, with all the soul, and with 
all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself” (Mark 
12:33). In Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus said the same thing a little 
differently: “with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind … You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

God calls on His people to use every part of themselves to 
serve Him and others. Christians should engage their mind 
and emotions when learning about God and looking for ways 
to help their neighbors.

Unfortunately, many Christians are not doing either and that’s 
hurting efforts to make disciples of those people who grow up 
in churches.

We must do better.
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Our Children
I left church at the age of 16, became an atheist and didn’t 
return until I was 23 after investigating the evidence for 
Christianity. Would I have left the church if someone had 
provided me good answers to my questions and concerns? I 
might have, but I’ll never know for sure because it didn’t 
happen.

We need to love and care for our children and youth in the 
same way we would want someone to care for us. If we had 
questions and doubts, wouldn’t it be nice if someone cared 
enough to show an interest and listen? Something bad is 
going on in churches and has been for decades. 

Christians have become so entangled with the world they live 
in, that they are not spiritually sensitive to their own children 
and young people. It takes time to enter into the world of 
young people to earn their trust so they’ll share their 
concerns. When children and young people  ask tough 
questions, answer them to the best of your ability. If you are 

https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-christian-teens/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-christian-teens/
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not able to answer their questions, invite them to search for 
answers with you.

When children and young people express doubts about God 
or Christianity, thank them for their openness and listen. If 
you’ve had similar doubts, tell them. Share with them how you 
deal with doubts. Teach them what it means to be a thoughtful 
follower of Jesus Christ. We do not want Christians to be 
mindless in their devotion to Christ. He deserves our minds, 
our hearts, our souls and every ounce of strength we have to 
give Him.



GraceLife Thoughts 1  of 23 95



GraceLife Thoughts 1  of 24 95

Outcomes of Justice
People often speak about the outcomes of justice as if true 
justice can be judged on the results that come from the 
opinions and actions of created beings. The original outcome 
of true justice was death — “for in the day that you eat of 
it  you shall surely  die.” God told Adam that the outcome 
(result) of disobeying His command would be Adam’s death. 

Death is more than separation from physical life. It is also 
separation from spiritual life and the God of life. Was God just 
and right in telling Adam that disobeying Him would lead to his 
physical and spiritual separation (death)? Of course He was. 
God is perfect and all His ways are just. He is a God of truth 
and without injustice.

However, and this is an  important however, even as God 
delivered judicial  punishment  to our first parents for 
disobeying His command, He also gave them a 
gracious promise. I say gracious because they didn’t deserve 
what He promised them. 
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God promised that the Seed of the woman would bruise 
(destroy) the head of the seed of the serpent, and the seed of 
the serpent would bruise the heel of the Seed of the woman. 
We know that to be the first prophecy about the atoning death 
of God’s Son on the Cross.

God did something that was both just and loving. That’s the 
outcome of true justice.
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God’s Vision
God has a Vision. He wants to accomplish something before 
time comes to a close and He shuts the door on this planet.

God wants to save people. That’s right, save people. People 
are lost. They are in desperate need of salvation. Everyone is 
lost. Nobody is without sin, except for the One and Only Son. 
He never sinned. He never did anything wrong. He was 
always right. His Rightness goes back a long time, even 
longer than time. He was the Righteous One from before time. 
That’s why He can save us. That’s how He does it.

Jesus saves us because He’s Perfect and nobody else is. No 
one other than Jesus has the Power to save anybody. That 
means everybody is hopelessly lost and alone without Jesus 
Christ.



GraceLife Thoughts 1  of 28 95

What part do we play in God’s Vision? If we are lost, He 
wants to save us. If we are saved, He wants to use us. Our 
prayer is that you play the part God has planned for you. You 
will find everything you’ve ever dreamed about – and more – 
in God’s Vision for you.
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Shining The Light
Jesus knew exactly what kind of response His Gospel would 
receive from the world, the flesh and the devil. Jesus knew 
Christians would be persecuted. Jesus knew Christians would 
suffer in this world. What He prayed to His Father was – “I do 
not pray that You should take them out of the world, but  that 
You should keep them from the evil one” (John 17:15).

God also knows what we should be doing while we’re still 
alive on the earth. He has gifted His children and given them 
ministries and spiritual energy to accomplish the goals of 
those ministries. He’s given us work to do and that work 
is making disciples of all nations. Whether things are going 
well where we live or poorly is not something that should 
impact whether we do what God has called us to do. In fact, it 
is often as Christians go through the same tough times as 
unbelievers that our light shines brightly for the world to see. 

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2021/06/23/theres-work-to-be-done-part-3/
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Let your light so shine before men,  that they may see 
your good works and  glorify your Father in heaven. 
Matthew 5:16

Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you 
may become blameless and  harmless, children of God 
without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you shine as  lights in the 
world, holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in 
the day of Christ that  I have not run in vain or labored 
in vain. Philippians 2:14-16
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https://faithandselfdefense.com/2021/06/23/theres-work-to-be-done-part-3/
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One Message
The Bible is ‘one message.’ It is about Jesus Christ 
accomplishing His Father’s purpose – “For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works 
of the devil.” 1 John 3:8

How would Jesus “destroy the works of the devil”? Through 
His death and resurrection which God “foreordained before 
the foundation of the world” and “promised before time 
began.”

God ‘raised’ Jesus from the dead and gave Him ‘glory.’ God 
has ‘saved’ and ‘called’ us with a holy calling, not according to 
‘our works,’ but according to His own ‘purpose’ and ‘grace’ 
which He gave to us in Christ Jesus ‘before time began.’ That 
was God’s eternal plan which has now been revealed to us by 
the ‘appearing’ of our Savior Jesus Christ, who ‘abolished 
death’ and ‘brought life and immortality to light’ through the 
Gospel.
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Jesus abolished death and brought life and immortality to light 
through His death and resurrection, which is the Gospel.
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Successful Bible Study
Bible “study” basically means spending time to determine the 
meaning of what the Bible says. That means understanding 
what God meant when He inspired prophets and apostles to 
write His Word. You’ll find hundreds of different interpretations 
about what Bible verses mean, but there’s only one 
interpretation I’m interested in and that’s God’s meaning. 

Text and context are paramount in studying the Bible. What 
does each word mean? What do the words of each verse 
mean? What do the verses mean in context. That process is 
known as  exegesis  – reading “out of” the text the author’s 
meaning and intent. The opposite way of studying the Bible, 
which I highly recommend against doing, is known 
as  eisegesis  – reading “into” the text what the reader/
interpreter wants to find. That’s a dishonest and dangerous 
way of studying the Bible.
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If your desire is to be successful in your study of the Bible, I 
highly recommend exegetical – also known as “rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth.”
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Our Challenge
When Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, He was 
talking to an occupied people. The Jews in Israel were ruled 
over by the Roman Empire and by Hebrew legalists who 
cared more for themselves than the people they were 
supposed to guide and protect. Occupied people know about 
enemies. Friends don’t occupy friends. Enemies do that.

Millions of Christians around the world today live in nations 
where they are the minority. They understand what Jesus 
meant when He said, “love your enemies, bless those who 
curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those 
who spitefully use you and persecute you.” Talk with a 
Christian who lives in a country where people hate them 
because of what they believe and ask them what they think of 
what Jesus taught about loving your enemies. It can be 
challenging.
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Christians in the United States have been blessed as a 
majority group for many years, but things are changing 
quickly. The day is fast approaching when the words Jesus 
spoke about loving your enemies will take on a much deeper 
and more urgent meaning. We will have enemies who want to 
persecute us, even hurt us, and what Jesus said will still be 
true – love your enemies. That will become our challenge.
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Christ’s Return
Jesus Christ will return to earth soon. How soon we don’t 
know for sure, but by all signs it appears to be close. There is 
no stopping what is going to happen at the end of this age. 
God has spoken through His prophets and His Son (Hebrews 
1:1-2). It will be done. The question is are you ready for 
Christ’s return?

By ready, I simply mean this. Are you personally ready to 
meet Jesus Christ face to face? Everyone who is alive today, 
has ever been alive or will be alive in the future has a 
personal appointment with Jesus. Jesus is the King of kings, 
Lord of Lords and the Alpha and Omega. He is both the 
Creator and the Judge of all humanity. You may think of that 
as an empty threat, but I mean it as an offer of tremendous 
mercy. God sent His Son into this world so that we might be 
saved through Him.
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We need to be ready, prepared for Christ’s return. God’s offer 
has a time limit, so it’s best to respond earlier rather than 
later. If you have questions or comments, please  let us 
know how we can help.

mailto:gracelifethoughts@gmail.com
mailto:gracelifethoughts@gmail.com
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Obedience
Obedience is a primary way God’s judges a Christian’s 
maturity. It begins when we are literally young children:

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
‘Honor your father and mother,’  which is the first 
commandment with promise: ‘that it may be well with you 
and you may live long on the earth. Ephesians 6:1-3

Jesus exemplified obedience as a Child. Though He was God 
in Flesh, He subjected Himself to His mother and earthly step-
father.

Jesus also exemplified obedience as a Man. Though He was 
equal with God the Father, His will was to do the will of His 
Father.
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Obedience to God comes down to our  behavior, how we 
conduct ourselves every day. It’s how we behave toward God 
and others. It’s how we resist temptation and falling back into 
previous ways of thinking and acting.

How is your obedience to God? excellent? good? fair? needs 
work? Be honest with yourself. This is just between you and 
God. It’s helpful to examine your maturity in Christ.
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Loyalty

Are you loyal to God? to others? What do I mean by that? 
Ultimate loyalty expresses itself in ultimate love. Jesus 
explained it this way:

J e s u s a n s w e r e d h i m ,  ‘ T h e  fi r s t o f a l l t h e 
commandments  is:  ‘Hear, O Israel, the  Lord  our God, 
the Lord  is one. And you shall  love the Lord  your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with al l your strength. ’  This  is  the first 
commandment. And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these. Mark 12:29-31
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Being loyal to God includes being loyal to everything He says. 
What God says is true is true. What God says is false is false. 
Believing that and acting on it is at the heart of loyalty. If we 
say we love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength 
yet don’t do what He says (obedience), we are demonstrating 
disloyalty and a lack of love toward God. 

Jesus said that one of the primary marks of discipleship is to 
“observe all things that I have commanded you” (Matthew 
28:20). The Apostle John went so far to write that “by this we 
know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments” (1 
John 2:3). Obedience is at the heart of loyalty as a follower of 
Jesus Christ.
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Fruitful

Christian maturity — including obedience and loyalty to God 
— includes being fruitful. However, not everyone who names 
the name of Christ is fruitful.

Now the ones  that  fell among thorns are those who, 
when they have heard, go out and are choked with 
cares,  riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to 
maturity. But the ones  that  fell on the good ground are 
those who, having heard the word with a noble and good 
heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. Luke 8:14-15

You probably recognize those verses from Jesus explaining 
the parable of the sower to His disciples. What we see here is 
about people who hear the Word of God (“The seed is 
the  word of God.” v 11) and “go out,” but their lives are 
“choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life.” What about 
their maturity? They “bring no fruit to maturity.” 
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Out of the four types of people who hear the Gospel, only one 
group hears the word “with a noble and good heart” and “keep 
it and bear fruit with patience.” Jesus called that the “good 
ground.”

Being “fruitful” is key to Christian maturity. Mature Christians 
will “bear fruit.” It’s as simple as that.
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The Cure to False Teaching
The cure to the problem of false teaching in churches is clear. 
We must stand strong in the TRUTH of God’s Word and not 
allow anyone, whether from inside or outside, of our churches 
to teach false doctrine. That includes worship songs, Bible 
study curriculum, denominational programs and literature – 
anything that is not true.

The cure to the problem is clear, but it is not easy. It’s not 
easy to stand up to church leaders or a congregation of family 
and friends and call out false teaching for what it is – false, 
not true.

False teaching is often deceptive and challenging to point out 
to others in your church. They may not see it the way you do. 
That’s why we need to good students of the Word, ready to 
teach others the truth. Many of the people we see Sundays in 
church “will not endure sound doctrine.” Many of them will turn 
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to fables. We 
need to be ready to help them. We will need to be watchful in 
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all things, endure afflictions, use our spiritual gifts, and fulfill 
the ministry God has given us.
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Christian Living
It’s easy to romanticize what living Christian might have been 
like in Bible times. God had been manifest in the flesh. Jesus 
died and rose from the grave. The Holy Spirit came on Jesus’ 
followers with great power. The apostles preached the Gospel 
of Christ in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and many other parts 
of the Roman Empire. What a great time to be a Christian – 
right? 

Well … it depends on how you define great time. Jesus was 
always honest with His followers. Here’s what He said about 
living Christian then –

“They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is 
coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God 
service.  And  these things they will do  to you because 
they have not known the Father nor Me.” 

JOHN 16:2-3

“In the world you will have tribulation.” 
JOHN 16:33B
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I know many Christians around the world who have suffered 
for believing in Christ. Some suffered to the point of 
martyrdom, so let’s be honest here. Most of us know little 
about suffering for living Christian. But that’s changing and 
changing fast.

Living Christian is about to become very difficult for many 
Christians who are still standing for the truth of the Gospel of 
Christ. That’s why we need to dive deep into God’s Word and 
hold on to His Truth. We need to pray and depend on the 
Spirit of God who lives in every true believer. 
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Go!
We serve the Creator of the universe (e.g. John 1:3; 
Colossians 1:16-17). The Name of our Creator is Jesus Christ 
and His Name is above every other name in the universe He 
created (e.g. Ephesians 1:21; Philippians 2:9). Jesus Christ 
has “all authority” in Heaven and on earth and on the basis of 
His superior authority He tells His disciples to go.

We are to be a people “on the go,” which means we should be 
going important places and doing important things. Why do I 
describe our going and doing as important? Because of who 
sends us! We go and do in the Name that is above every 
other name that can be named in the universe.

So, let’s go!
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Sound Doctrine
What is sound doctrine? Paul used the words ὑγιαίνω 
διδασκαλία, which mean  healthy teaching, pure and 
uncorrupted instruction. 

Many people then and now have no patience, no endurance, 
for the healthy and pure message of the Bible. That was the 
message Paul had preached, the message Timothy knew. 
The fact that Paul and Timothy both endured (suffered evil 
and afflictions) greatly from preaching that healthy, pure and 
uncorrupted message demonstrates the challenge we face 
today. Preachers and teachers who want to do the right thing 
and present the Word of God “rightly divided” (2 Timothy 2:15) 
will have to endure hardships because many of the people 
they preach to will “not endure sound doctrine.”

Why will they not endure? 
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Paul answered that question for us in the verses that follow –

“… but according to their own desires,  because  they 
have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves 
teachers;  and they will turn  their  ears away from the 
truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 
2 TIMOTHY 4:3-4

There you have it – “but according to their own 
desires, because they have itching ears.” Where do you stand 
today? Do your ears “itch” or are you focused on sound 
doctrine? The difference is important to identify for your 
spiritual health.
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Endure To The End
If you are a Bible teacher who loves the purity of God’s Word, 
keep preaching the Truth. Don’t quarrel with people who 
oppose you. Be gentle with them. Correct those who oppose 
you with a spirit of humility. Remember that the devil is 
actively involved in opposing your preaching. God may grant 
repentance to those who oppose you. He may not, but He 
may. That’s the hope that keeps us preaching and teaching 
even when it seems like there’s little reason to continue. 

God is Sovereign. He is on His Throne. Don’t give up. We will 
be judged by Christ on our faithfulness and endurance in the 
preaching of the pure Word of the Almighty God.

If you are a hearer of God’s pure Word, don’t give in to the 
passionate desire to have a false teacher tickle your ears. 
Remember that Jesus will return soon to judge. Some will 
receive penalty – some will receive reward.

Do the right thing.  Endure to the end.
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An Important Examination
I firmly believe that Christians, especially Christians who 
teach, write and speak, should examine themselves regularly 
to make sure we haven’t slipped or drifted away from what we 
knew to be true in the past. The Apostle Paul wrote the 
Corinthians that they should examine and test themselves to 
ensure whether they were “in the faith” (2 Corinthians 13:5-6). 
Paul also wrote that when we see someone “overtaken in any 
trespass,” those who are spiritual should restore that person 
“in a spirit of gentleness.” Why? “considering yourself lest you 
also be tempted.”

I take Paul’s words to heart, as should we all. We need to be 
careful that we don’t drift away from sound doctrine and that 
we are humble and gentle when helping someone who has 
drifted away.
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I say that to point out the truth that we can help each other on 
our spiritual journeys as we care for each other. If we love 
others as we love ourselves, we should want to watch out for 
how people are doing in their relationships to God and others. 
If you love God, His Word and His people, you’ll know when 
someone is spiritually falling away.
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Nature/Nurture
I bel ieve that many Chr ist ians are confused by 
God’s Nature  and His Nurture. By that, I mean the eternal 
Nature of God and the way God temporarily nurtures His 
creatures. God’s Word reveals that God’s Nature is settled. It 
is permanent and unchanging. God is who He is and has 
always been. 

God is Self-Existent. The power of His existence, His Being, is 
in Himself. God is Self-Sufficient. He depends on no one for 
His existence. God depends on nothing for His existence. 
God is Self-Existent and Self-Sufficient. God is Eternal. He 
has no beginning or ending. He always was and will always 
be. That is His Nature.

God “nurtures” because He is “relational.” God is Relational. 
He created human beings so He could have a relationship 
with them. God is Creator and Father. Creator comes from His 
Nature. Father comes from His Nurture. Fathering is how He 
nurtures what He created. God relates to humans as “Father.”
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The Nature of God must be first in our understanding of God. 
His Nature is eternal and unchanging. God will never “nurture” 
in a way that is inconsistent with His “nature.” If we look first at 
the “nurture” of God to a fallen creation rather than in light of 
His “nature,” we will misunderstand much of what goes on in 
the Bible. God “nurtures” His creatures based on His “nature.” 
That’s basic to “rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 
2:15).
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A Christian Response
How should we respond to people who disagree with us as 
Christians?

Our response should first be reasoned. That means it should 
be logically valid. It should also be informed and thoughtful.

Our response must be “informed.” What I mean by that is we 
need to know the facts about what we’re discussing before we 
respond.

Third, our response should be “thoughtful.” What I mean by 
that is how we respond to people who disagree with us. The 
concept of “thoughtful Christianity” is summed up well in 
Ephesians 4:15 where we are told to speak the truth “in love” 
and in 4:25 to “speak truth with his neighbor.” Christians 
should “speak truth,” but they should speak it “in love.” That’s 
part of presenting a thoughtful response that is reasoned and 
informed.
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Identifying False Teachers
False preachers and teachers don’t think highly of Jesus 
Christ. While they may say things publicly in praise of Christ 
to mislead Christians, they will sometimes be less guarded in 
private conversations. They will often minimize the life and 
ministry of Jesus. If they are guarded about that, they will 
sometimes struggle to give Jesus the glory and credit He 
deserves. They may or may not openly ‘deny’ Jesus Christ, 
but they will have difficulty praising Him. If they do praise Him, 
their words are often shallow.

The key is to ‘listen’ to what they say about what they believe 
about Jesus Christ. The better you know the truth about Jesus 
and the Gospel, the better you’ll be at spotting a false 
preacher or teacher.
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Apostles
Do we have apostles like those of the New Testament today? 
Despite what many teach today, the answer is clearly “no.” 
We know from Acts 1 that the Apostle Peter said an apostle 
had to be a “witness with us of His resurrection” (Acts 1:22). 
The two men who were apostolic candidates to replace Judas 
Iscariot, Justus and Matthias, qualified to be apostles. The 
apostles prayed and cast lots. The lot fell on Matthias and he 
was “numbered with the eleven apostles” (Acts 1:26). Jesus 
later personally chose Saul of Tarsus to be an apostle and 
revealed Himself to him as risen from the dead (Acts 9; 26).

There are many today who claim to be apostles, see visions, 
be taken up to Heaven physically to meet with God, be guided 
by angels, speak for God, etc. However, those claims are not 
true. They are false apostles and should be avoided. 
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The only message of the “apostles” that Christians should 
follow today is the message of apostles named in the New 
Testament. Their words as recorded in the Bible are our only 
infallible guide to truth, as promised by Jesus Christ (John 
14:15-18; 15:26-27; 16:12-14). Anything else presented as 
an apostolic message outside of Scripture should be rejected.
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Prophets
Anyone who believes Jesus has given them the gift of being a 
prophet should read 1 Corinthians 14 carefully. The Corinthian 
Christians were divided and confused about many issues, one 
of them being spiritual gifts. Paul’s message to them 
was  unity in diversity. Spiritual gifts are meant to bring 
Christians together in their service and worship of Christ 
Jesus (1 Corinthians 12). Spiritual gifts are meant to be used 
from hearts filled with the love of God for others (1 Corinthians 
13). Spiritual gifts should be used to help bring order into 
God’s service (1 Corinthians 14). Anything less than that is a 
misuse of spiritual gifts, including the gift of prophecy 
(prophet).

Even as the apostles warned about false apostles, they also 
warned about false prophets (e.g. Acts 13:6; 2 Peter 2:1; 1 
John 4:1). Jesus warned about false prophets (e.g. Matthew 
7:15; 24:11, 24; Mark 13:22). Unfortunately, Christians around 
the world today are listening to and believing  false prophets. 

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2019/06/28/a-laymans-guide-to-false-preachers-and-teachers-part-1/
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That has led to terrible theology and great division in 
Christianity, just as Jesus and the apostles warned.

If someone claims to be a prophet of God, put them to the 
New Testament test. They will pass or fail depending on both 
their theology and their practice. If they pass, listen to what 
they say and follow their example. If they fail, don’t listen to 
what they say and don’t follow their example. Be aware that 
Christian leaders can change. Even good leaders need to be 
watched carefully to see whether they continue “in the faith.” If 
they don’t, go to them with some other strong Christians to 
share your concerns. If they won’t listen to you, have nothing 
more to do with them. 



GraceLife Thoughts 1  of 85 95



GraceLife Thoughts 1  of 86 95

A Post-Truth World?
We live in a post-truth world. Facts are no longer necessary to 
determining how we live, what we believe or how we feel 
about other people. We’ve heard the mantra for years 
that there is no objective truth. Truth is now subjective, which 
means things are in subject to each person’s determination. 
You may see a fact of life one way and another person sees 
that same fact of life another way. Who is to say who is right 
or wrong? Culturally, the answer to that question is often 
based on who is in charge of the culture at the moment.

It would appear from the worldview of naturalism that doing 
whatever we want and believing whatever we believe makes 
perfect sense. That is, if there is no supernatural. The big 
problem for naturalists is that the supernatural does exist.
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Christians are  supernaturalists. We have a supernatural 
worldview. Our worldview is based on the existence of One 
Supernatural God in Three Persons (Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit) who created the universe supernaturally: “In 
the  beginning  God created the heavens and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1). The Christian worldview is also based 
on Jesus Christ (the Son of God) creating the heavens and 
the earth: “In the beginning  was the Word, and the  Word 
was  with God, and the Word was  God.  He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and 
without Him nothing was made that was made” (John 1:1-3) 
… “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and 
that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or  dominions or  principalities or  powers. All things were 
created through Him and for Him” (Colossians 1:16).
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Changing Culture
How can we change culture on earth? Let’s begin with the 
Culture of Heaven.

Since God is the Sole Ruler of Heaven, the Culture of Heaven 
is based on God’s Character. God’s Character is revealed 
clearly in His Word (the Bible). God’s Word is what God says 
about Himself and His creation. We know from God’s Word 
that God is:

• Eternal ..

• Self-Existing ..

• Self-Sufficient ..

• All-Powerful ..

• All-Knowing ..

• Present Everywhere at the Same Time ..

• Unchanging ..

• Holy ..

• Beautiful ..

• Glorious..



GraceLife Thoughts 1  of 90 95

• Perfect in All He Does ..

• True in All He Says ..

• All-Wise ..

• Good ..

• Kind ..

• Loving ..

• Righteous ..

• Just ..

• Caring ..

• Compassionate ..

• Faithful ..

• Gracious ..

• Merciful ..

• Giving ..

• Forgiving ..
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The only way we will ever see culture change to something 
that will benefit all people living on earth is when the Culture 
of Heaven returns to earth, just like Jesus taught us to pray. 
Until that time comes, God has given each of us a choice. We 
can choose to obey His Word or disobey His Word. It’s the 
same choice God gave our oldest ancestors (Adam and Eve). 
All of us will one day face God’s judgment. What can wash 
away our sins? Nothing but the Blood of Jesus.
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Knowledge Before Time
We are not left to wonder what God knows. He knows 
everything. As the prophet Isaiah wrote about God — 
“Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there 
is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, Declaring the 
end from the beginning, And from ancient times  things  that 
are not yet done, Saying,  ‘My counsel shall stand, And I will 
do all My pleasure” (Isaiah 46:10).

God is able to declare the end from the beginning, including 
everything between, because He is All-Knowing. To know the 
end from the beginning means to know the future from the 
beginning.
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Therefore do not be ashamed of  the testimony of our 
Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the 
sufferings for the gospel according to the power of 
God,  who has saved us and called  us  with a holy 
calling, not according to our works, but according to His 
own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ 
Jesus before time began, but has now been revealed by 
the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ,  who  has 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. 2 Timothy 1:8-10

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly  places  in Christ,  just as  He chose us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before Him in love,  having 
predestined us to  adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to 
Himself,  according to the good pleasure of His will. 
Ephesians 1:3-4
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God knew the end from the beginning. In fact, God knew the 
end from before the beginning of time. God knew everything 
that was going to happen and had a plan to cover the 
sinfulness of humans who would respond to the Gospel in 
faith. Everything that has happened and will happen was 
“according to His own purpose and grace which was given to 
us in Christ Jesus before time began.”

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. 
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.
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