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I mentioned in the last newsletter that a large portion of the 
new Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 (IRA 2022) is earmarked 
for Climate Change. How large? Almost half of the $739 
Billion in the new law will go to Climate Change programs — a 
total of $369 Billion.

Anytime governments (e.g. federal, state, local) want to spend 
huge sums of taxpayer dollars, journalists need to get busy. 
Your readers, listeners, and viewers are counting on you to let 
them know how government agencies plan to spend their 
money.

Follow the money. See how the hundreds of billions of dollars 
for Climate Change in the new law will impact your state and 
local community. Report what you find and hold government 
officials accountable for spending taxpayer money correctly 
(what’s outlined in the law). Another big question to ask 
eventually is whether the investment works. Does it 
accomplish the goals outlined in the legislation and promised 
by legislators?

https://markmcgee4.substack.com/p/covering-the-inflation-reduction
https://markmcgee4.substack.com/p/follow-the-money
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Both Sides Now 

Journalists need to be sure to cover both sides of this big 
story. Supporters say that “the new law will  slash climate 
pollution by an estimated 40%  over the next decade by 
incentivizing stakeholders across sectors to Invest in Our 
Planet” (Earthday.org).

According to the international Climate Clock, we have less 
than seven years to avert a world-wide climate disaster.

The U.S. Energy Department says IRA 2022 will accomplish 
these five things by 2030 —

• double the clean energy workforce to employ nearly 1 
million Americans

• provide enough clean energy to power every American 
home

• make the air 40% cleaner than 2005 levels
• save the average American taxpayer $1,000 a year in 

energy costs

https://www.earthday.org/inflation-reduction-act/
https://climateclock.world/
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• deliver a range of tax incentives and rebates that provide 
direct, material benefits to ordinary Americans. 

This is an enormous opportunity to create good-paying 
jobs, revitalize communities, improve health, lower 
energy bills, increase our energy independence by 
transitioning from fossil fuel economy to a clean 
energy economy.  For the past 45 years the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) has played an influential 
part in developing and proving clean energy’s potential 
to deliver these goals.   DOE and its National 
Laboratories will now enjoy an historic investment for 
the resources to research, develop, demonstrate, and 
deploy the next generation of technologies required to 
complete the clean energy transition while keeping 
America on the forefront of technological progress. 
Energy.gov

https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/articles/inflation-reduction-act-2022-what-it-means-you
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On the other side of the climate debate, as an example, a 
group of more than 500 scientists and professionals in climate 
and related fields sent a letter to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations stating — “There is no climate emergency.”

The general-circulation models of climate on which 
international policy is at present founded are unfit for 
their purpose. Therefore, it is cruel as well as 
imprudent to advocate the squandering of trillions of 
dollars on the basis of results from such immature 
models. Current climate policies pointlessly and 
grievously undermine the economic system, putting 
lives at risk in countries denied access to affordable, 
reliable electrical energy.

We urge you to follow a climate policy based on sound 
science, realistic economics and genuine concern for 
those harmed by costly but unnecessary attempts at 
mitigation.

https://clintel.nl/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/ecd-letter-to-un.pdf
https://clintel.nl/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/ecd-letter-to-un.pdf
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How can all of these claims be true since they have opposing 
views? Journalists need to ask tough questions of both sides 
of the debate and follow up the answers in the coming months 
and years to get to the truth. News consumers need to know 
what you learn from your reporting.

[I’ll link at the bottom of this article to scientists and 
government officials who have differing views about climate 
change and global warming.]
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Personal Perspective 

Journalists are affected by climate like everyone else. Even 
though we shouldn’t insert our personal opinions into stories, 
we can use personal experience and perspective to guide us 
in ways to report stories that are accurate and fair. Here’s just 
one example of what I mean.

I remember struggling to go to sleep as a young boy growing 
up in the Kansas City area. It was the summer of 1954 and 
we didn’t have air conditioning. I slept with an open window 
and a fan blowing in my bedroom. The temperature hit 112 
degrees on July 13th and 111 degrees the next day. It was 
also 111 degrees four days later (July 18th), and 110 degrees 
one week later (July 24).

Even as hot as it was that childhood summer, it wasn’t the 
hottest summer on record in Kansas City. 1936 saw the high 
temperature hit 113 degrees on August 14th. That high temp 
was preceded on August 9th and 13th at 110 degrees. It was 
also 110 on the 15th.
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Fast forward more than 80 years and the summer 
temperatures in Kansas City have not matched those record 
highs. Here’s how one weather reporting organization 
describes the average climate in Kansas City —

In Kansas City, the summers are hot, muggy, and wet; 
the winters are very cold, snowy, and windy; and it is 
partly cloudy year round. Over the course of the year, 
the temperature typically varies from 24°F to 90°F and 
is rarely below 7°F or above 99°F … The hottest 
month of the year in Kansas City is July, with an 
average high of 90°F and low of 73°F. Climate and 
Average Weather Year Round in Kansas City

Check the weather reports from previous years and you’ll see 
that the high temperatures during recent summers did not get 
close to the 112 degrees in 1954 or the record breaking 113 
degrees of 1936. That doesn’t mean people aren’t feeling hot 
in Kansas City this summer, but it helps put things into 
perspective.

https://weatherspark.com/y/9847/Average-Weather-in-Kansas-City-Missouri-United-States-Year-Round#Figures-Temperature
https://weatherspark.com/y/9847/Average-Weather-in-Kansas-City-Missouri-United-States-Year-Round#Figures-Temperature
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I realize Kansas City is just one population center in the 
United States, but you can do the same thing in your 
community. Search for the history of high temperatures in 
your news coverage area and see what comes up. You may 
find that some of the hottest summers were decades ago. So, 
what does that tell us?
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Climate Change Data 

One of the most ancient historical documents addresses 
climate change this way —

While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold and 
heat, Winter and summer, And day and night Shall not 
cease. The Bible (Genesis 8:22)

The earth has experienced climate change for thousands of 
years. It’s hot in the summer and cold in the winter. Seedtime 
is between winter and summer. Harvest is between summer 
and winter. People have understood that since the early days 
of living on Earth and responded accordingly. The question is 
whether the Earth is warming, and will continue warming, to 
the level of a true world-wide emergency.

Journalists have a lot of historical information available for 
stories about climate change. I’ve already given you an 
example from Kansas City. Kansas City was founded in the 
early 19th century, so there are lots of documents you could 
search if you want to find out about weather conditions almost 
two-hundred years ago. Those would include personal letters, 
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newspaper reports, historical records, etc. Here are some 
examples from news reports in the mid-1800s —

the drouth, from which we suffer, here, had prevailed 
severely on the Plains, accompanied, as here, by 
intensely hot weather. There is scarcely any grass to 
be found, it having been almost literally burned up by 
the heat.

The heat of yesterday was almost intolerable. It was the 
remark of every one that they had never experienced 
anything like it. The wind was dry and burning; and the 
atmosphere betokened a severe storm or hurricane. 
The thermometer stood as high as 108°

On Monday afternoon last this region of Kansas was 
visited by so extraordinary a wind storm as to seem 
out of the course of nature, except on the burning 
deserts of Africa. So suddenly did the storm come up, 
and so hot was the wind that many persons at first 
supposed some building near by them was on fire. 
Others, though the weather was very warm, closed 
their doors and windows to keep the scorching air out 
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of their houses. For some time the inmates of our 
dwelling took refuge in the cellar from the oppressive 
heat

The leaves of plants were literally parched up and killed, 
as if by a heavy frost. Three years ago the wind at 
times blew very warm about the middle of the day, but 
never before has it 'been our misfortune to experience 
such severe blasts of heated air. Every breath we drew 
seemed to almost dry up the vital moisture of our 
lungs, and leave only an inward burning sensation.

During the past week, the weather has been hotter than 
we have ever known it before in Kansas. Last Monday 
was a terrible day. The wind blew a gale from the 
south, and was as hot as though directly from the 
mouth of a blazing furnace. Thermometers exposed to 
it in the shade ran up to 115 degrees. Such heat is 
almost insupportable. Were it not for our cool nights, 
these fierce summer heats would be most disastrous. 
Kansas Historical Society

https://www.kshs.org/p/dust-storms-part-one-1850-1860/13024
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We see videos of people enduring the heat of summer, of 
lakes and rivers drying up, crops failing because of heat and 
lack of rain, forest fires, ice caps melting, etc. However, is this 
the first time those weather problems have happened in 
history? How about what people experienced decades, 
centuries, or millennia ago? Are we about to see the end of 
the world because of climate change or has the Earth gone 
through this before? That information can be helpful in giving 
context to your reporting.

If you study ancient documentation about climate change, 
you’ll find that different parts of the world have gone through 
warmer and cooler periods — long before the Industrial Age. 
Study climatological information from many continents and 
you will see the same thing.

Do all climatologists agree about ancient climate change. No. 
Why? Good question. Ask them. That’s part of a journalist’s 
job. Find experts with different views and ask them well-
researched questions. Ask for evidence. Gather, confirm, 
report. That’s your job.

https://markmcgee4.substack.com/p/the-process-of-journalism
https://markmcgee4.substack.com/p/the-process-of-journalism
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Scientists have many ways of discovering what world-wide 
climate change has looked like during the past several 
thousand years. Geologists, archaeologists, historians, and 
climatologists are good people to talk with about climate 
change. Geologists study rock formations that were impacted 
by centuries of changing climate. Archaeologists study where 
and how people lived, how they migrated and why, the clothes 
they wore, the food they ate, the materials they used to build, 
etc. Historians study ancient writings that include information 
about weather extremes that affected families and nations 
(e.g. famines, floods, cold, heat, etc). Climatologists study the 
history of atmospheric and weather patterns by investigating 
ice cores, changing ocean patterns (e.g. La Niña, El Niño, 
etc), among others.

What many of these experts will tell you is that climate change 
has impacted civilizations for thousands of years, sometimes 
severely, long before modern technology and large 
populations. That’s not to say modern technology and an 
expanding population haven’t had an impact on climate 
change. It’s just part of the process of covering a story 
completely, fairly, and accurately.
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Professional Perspective 

Your perspective about news stories as a journalist will grow 
as your experience grows. I remember as a young journalist 
in the 1960s and 70s reporting that some climate scientists 
predicted a strong cooling trend (some even predicted a new 
ice age), while others predicted a warming trend. Since we 
had scientists on both sides of an important issue, my job as a 
journalist was to report both sides with as much information 
as I could find and confirm. I recommend the same thing now.

Interestingly, the New York Times ran an article in 1956 titled, 
“Get Out the Ear Muffs: New Ice Age Forecast.” The concern 
about a new ice age preceded the 1960s and 70s. Newsweek 
ran an article in 1975 titled, “The Cooling World.” Read 
through it to get an idea of what some scientists were 
concerned about in the mid-70s (including imminent danger to 
the food supply).

https://www.nytimes.com/1956/11/11/archives/get-out-the-ear-muffs-new-ice-age-forecast.html
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Internet Archive 

https://html1-f.scribdassets.com/yal7w1ekg3t0s2a/images/1-9c290725b9.jpg
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I worked in Florida and Michigan during the 1960s and 70s 
and didn’t find the weather to be too different than previous 
years. Summers in Florida were hot and winters in Michigan 
were cold. Pretty simple observation. As far as a new ice age? 
I didn’t see it, even in Michigan. We had hot summers and 
mild summers. We had cold winters and mild winters. I do 
remember a particularly bad blizzard in 1978 that many 
people said was one of the worst they had ever seen, except 
for one they remembered from 1967. That’s often the way it is 
when you talk with people about weather events. They 
remember living through times that were as bad or worse than 
present conditions. It’s good to talk with older people who 
have more experience with climate change in their 
community.

The ice-age scare eventually passed, as so most scares do. 
Journalists should be curious and skeptical. If someone 
makes a truth claim, ask them for evidence to back up their 
claim. Don’t be afraid to ask tough questions. Be fearless. 
That’s your job and your calling.

https://markmcgee4.substack.com/p/truth-be-told-part-two
https://markmcgee4.substack.com/p/truth-be-told-part-three
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Writing About Climate Change 

When you write your story about climate change, make sure 
you are writing from a factual basis. It’s easy to say, as some 
have, that the world will end in the next ten to twenty years if 
we don’t make huge changes in human behavior and how we 
use technology (e.g. green energy instead of fossil fuels). It’s 
another thing to back those claims up with solid scientific 
evidence. If you are confident in your research, write the story. 
If not, wait to write until you are confident.

Also, don’t approach stories about climate change with your 
mind made up about what’s true and what’s not (confirmation 
bias). Approach every story with an open mind — a mind 
ready to hear, record, and analyze facts.

Once you have your facts, personalize your stories. Talk with 
real people who will be impacted by what scientists and 
government leaders say and recommend. Talk to your 
neighbors. Talk to people at the grocery store. Talk with 
people all around town. Talk with older people as well as 
younger people. People who have lived longer usually have 
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more experience with climate change than people who are 
younger. That doesn’t mean older people are always right. It 
just means they are an important part of society who have 
information you can use in writing a well-crafted story. That’s 
the job.
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Resources 

Here are some resources from both sides of the Climate 
Change debate. I recommend you use them as a beginning 
point for your research. Read all positions. Talk to experts on 
all sides of any truth claim to determine what’s true.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change — IPCC, 
United Nations

Climate change: IPCC scientists say it's 'now or never' to limit 
warming — BBC

Global Warming: Natural or Manmade? — Dr. Roy Spencer, 
Climatologist and Former NASA Scientist

Earth is Cooling…No It’s Warming — Earth Observatory, 
NASA

Do scientists agree on climate change? — Climate, NASA

Unsettled: What Climate Science Tells Us, What It Doesn't, 
and Why It Matters -Undersecretary for Science in the US 
Department of Energy under President Obama

https://www.ipcc.ch/
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-60984663
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-60984663
https://www.drroyspencer.com/global-warming-natural-or-manmade/
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/features/GISSTemperature/giss_temperature2.php
https://climate.nasa.gov/faq/17/do-scientists-agree-on-climate-change/
https://www.amazon.com/Unsettled-Climate-Science-Doesnt-Matters/dp/1950665798
https://www.amazon.com/Unsettled-Climate-Science-Doesnt-Matters/dp/1950665798
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Former Obama official: Nothing in official assessments of 
science that says climate change is existential — Fox 
Business

The 97 Percent Solution — National Review

'97% Of Climate Scientists Agree' Is 100% Wrong - Forbes

There Is No Climate Emergency, Say 500 Experts in Letter to 
the United Nations — American Enterprise Institute

Large Majority of Americans Blame Warming for Extreme 
Weather - Scientific American

The Anti-Science of Climate Change Advocates - Scientific 
Research Publishing

https://video.foxbusiness.com/v/6309851156112?dicbo=v2-3827e078391b0b1debcfd8d3fc74b2db#sp=show-clips
https://video.foxbusiness.com/v/6309851156112?dicbo=v2-3827e078391b0b1debcfd8d3fc74b2db#sp=show-clips
https://www.nationalreview.com/2015/10/climate-change-no-its-not-97-percent-consensus-ian-tuttle/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alexepstein/2015/01/06/97-of-climate-scientists-agree-is-100-wrong/?sh=3149aaa33f9f
https://www.aei.org/carpe-diem/there-is-no-climate-emergency-say-500-experts-in-letter-to-the-united-nations/
https://www.aei.org/carpe-diem/there-is-no-climate-emergency-say-500-experts-in-letter-to-the-united-nations/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/large-majority-of-americans-blame-warming-for-extreme-weather/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/large-majority-of-americans-blame-warming-for-extreme-weather/
https://www.scirp.org/journal/PaperInformation.aspx?PaperID=67248
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