
Assessing the Health of the Church after 2,000 Years  of 1 40

Assessing the Health of the Church 
after 2,000 Years

By

Mark McGee



Assessing the Health of the Church after 2,000 Years  of 2 40



Assessing the Health of the Church after 2,000 Years  of 3 40

The Church is coming up on its 2,000th anniversary. 

Many New Testament scholars point to the year 30 

AD for when Jesus died on the Cross and rose from 

the dead. I thought now might be a good time to 

assess the health of the true Church of Jesus Christ.
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2,000 Years

Many historians believe Jesus probably started His earthly 
ministry about 26 AD. That means it was almost 2,000 years 
ago that Jesus came up from the waters of John’s baptism 
and the wilderness testing of Satan to declare —

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God  is at hand. 
Repent, and believe in the gospel. Mark 4:15

And so it began.

We are very close to 2,000 years since Jesus spoke those 
words in the region of Galilee (Mark 4:14).

Jesus also said –

I will build My church, and  the gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against it. Matthew 16:18
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How did Jesus build His Church? The Apostle Paul explained 
it in his letter to the Ephesian Church –

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, having been built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being  the chief cornerstone,  in whom the whole 
building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord,  in whom you also are being built together for 
a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. Ephesians 2:19-22

Jesus Christ is the Chief Cornerstone of His Church. God the 
Father sent God the Son (Jesus Christ) to die on the Cross 
and rise from the dead to “save that which is lost” (Luke 
19:10) and “take away our sins” (1 John 3:5). The Church is 
built on the foundation of the teaching ministry of the apostles 
and prophets who teach that Jesus died on the Cross and 
rose from the dead to save the lost and take away sin. 
Followers of Jesus Christ today are fellow citizens with all 
saints who have gone before us who believe that Jesus Christ 
died on the Cross and rose from the dead to save the lost and 
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take away sin. Together, we are members of the household of 
God, being fitted together and growing into a holy temple of 
the Lord, being built together for a dwelling place of God in 
the Spirit. That’s Church.
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An Honest Assessment

Many people point to the history of the Christian Church and 
call it a “failure.” They point to religious wars and thousands of 
denominations to support their accusation. They point to 
massive divisions within many of those denominations. It is 
true that there have been religious wars among people who 
called themselves followers of Jesus Christ. It is true that 
there are thousands of denominations. It is is true that there 
have been and are massive divisions within denominations. 
However, what is not true is that somehow Jesus Christ failed 
in His purpose of “building” His Church. Jesus said He would 
build “His Church,” and He has and continues to do just that. 
Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God, does not fail at anything 
He plans to do.

However …



Assessing the Health of the Church after 2,000 Years  of 8 40

What many people have called and continue to call the 
“Church” is not the Church, the Body of Christ. The Apostle 
Paul made it clear in his many writings that while there 
diversity in the Body of Christ, there is also unity.

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called 
in one hope of your calling;  one Lord,  one faith,  one 
baptism;  one God and Father of all, who  is  above all, 
and through all, and in you all. Ephesians 4:4-6

For as the body is one and has many members, but all 
the members of that one body, being many, are one 
body, so also is Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:12

Now  you are the body of Christ, and  members 
individually. 1 Corinthians 12:27

Paul knew as an apostle and prophet that unity and diversity 
in the Body of Christ would not be an easy thing to 
accomplish, but he continued to call Christians to unity so that 
together they might glorify Christ and build up each other. 
How would that happen? Here’s Jesus’ method –
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And He Himself gave some  to be  apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers,  for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry,  for the edifying of  the body of Christ,  till we all 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to  a perfect man, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer 
be  children, tossed to and fro and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the 
truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is 
the  head—Christ—  from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by what every joint supplies, according 
to the effective working by which every part does its 
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself 
in love. Ephesians 4:11-16

Jesus has been building His “Body” of believers for the last 
2,000 years. The “failure” claim that many people make is 
nothing more than a “straw man” fallacy.
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Substituting a person’s actual position or argument with a 
distorted, exaggerated, or misrepresented version of the 
position of the argument. Logically Fallacious

Jesus said He would build His Church and the “gates of 
Hades shall not  prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). On the 
night before Jesus died on the Cross, He prayed to His Father 
–

I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will 
believe in Me through their word;  that they all may be 
one, as You, Father, are  in Me, and I in You; that they 
also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that 
You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have 
given them,that they may be one just as We are one: I in 
them, and You in Me;  that they may be made perfect in 
one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, 
and have loved them as You have loved Me. John 
17:20-23

That is not a “failed” prayer.

https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/logicalfallacies/Strawman-Fallacy
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The “fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God” the Apostle Paul described is not what 
many people think of as the “church” that Jesus Christ is 
building. People do not determine the membership of the true 
Church – only Jesus Christ can do that.

And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was 
cast into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:15

 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, 
or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. Revelation 21:27

Membership in the Church that Jesus Christ is building is 
based on one’s name being written in the Book of Life. Having 
our name written on the membership rolls of a local church, a 
baptismal document, or in some denominational register do 
not confer one’s name being written in the Book of Life.
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An Example to Consider

The ancient church in Sardis is one example for us to 
consider. It was one of the seven churches Jesus addressed 
in the Revelation letter He dictated to the Apostle John. Sardis 
was located northeast of Ephesus. Both were located in Asia 
Minor in the 1st century AD. The New Testament doesn’t 
reveal the founder of the church in Sardis, though some 
scholars speculate it was either the Apostle John, the Apostle 
Paul, or one of their disciples. Whoever the human founder 
may have been, Jesus Christ addressed the church as one of 
the “seven churches which are in Asia” (Revelation 1:11).

Here’s what Jesus Christ, the Chief Cornerstone of the 
Church, said to the church in Sardis –

‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God 
and the seven stars: ‘ know your works, that you have a 
name that you are alive, but you are dead. Be watchful, 
and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to 
die, for I have not found your works perfect before God. 
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Remember therefore how you have received and heard; 
hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will 
come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what 
hour I will come upon you. You have a few names even 
in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they 
shall walk with Me  in white, for they are worthy. He who 
overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will 
not  blot out his name from the Book of Life; but  I will 
confess his name before My Father and before His 
angels. ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’ Revelation 3:1-6

The key here is that this church had a name that it was alive, 
but it was really dead. However, there were “a few names in 
Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall 
walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.” I believe that is a 
good description of both many historical and modern 
churches. They have a name that they are alive, but they are 
dead. Some of them, however, have real believers in them.
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Based on the history of sudden destruction of Sardis at the 
hands of both the Persians and Greeks, the Lord’s words 
about His coming upon them as “a thief” would not have been 
lost on them. The people of Sardis had experienced great loss 
in the past because they were not vigilant. Jesus used 
wording that should have caught the attention of the church 
leaders.

Keep in mind that Jesus Christ dictated these words to the 
Apostle John in the last decade of the 1st century AD. We are 
in the early part of there 3rd decade of the 21st century. 
Though I believe the seven churches in Revelation were 
physical churches that really existed, I also believe Christians 
can and should learn lessons from what our Lord told those 
churches.

One lesson we learn from the dying church in Sardis is that 
we should not be like them. We should, as Jesus 
commanded, “hold fast and repent.” What follows that is 
important –
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He who overcomes  shall be clothed in white garments, 
and I will not  blot out his name from the Book of Life; 
but I will confess his name before My Father and before 
His angels.

Notice the “Book of Life” is mentioned in the context of the 
dying church, and that Jesus Christ had the authority of 
blotting out names “from the Book of Life.” How that works in 
the heavenly realms is a bit of a mystery, but we know Jesus 
has the authority to do it.

It’s interesting that the writer to Hebrews wrote this –

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general assembly and church 
of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the 
Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,  to 
Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood 
of sprinkling that speaks better things  than  that of Abel. 
Hebrews 12:22-24
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The Greek word translated “registered” in the NKJV is 
apogegrammenōn (perfect participle, middle or passive) and 
means “enrolled, inscribed in a register.” The word was used 
for the taking of a census in ancient times. When the heavenly 
census is taken, those who are registered, those whose 
names are written in the Book of Life, will spend all eternity 
with God.

As to the example of Sardis, the dying church. Did it die or did 
it repent? I believe some in the church may have repented or 
at least the next generation did. We don’t know the names of 
the leaders of the church in Sardis who would have received 
John’s letter (Revelation), but we do know the name of at 
least one man who became the pastor of the church in Sardis. 
His name was Melito and he became one of the great 
defenders of Christianity in the 2nd century.

Most of Melito’s writings have been lost, but a few fragments 
have been found and he is quoted by other apologists of the 
same era. They show that Melito preached the Gospel of 
Christ with strength and vigor, often in the face of great 
opposition.
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“For this reason did the Father send His Son from 
heaven without a bodily form, that, when He should put 
on a body by means of the Virgin’s womb, and be born 
man, He might save man, and gather together those 
members of His which death had scattered when he 
divided man.” Discourse on Soul and Body

“On these accounts He came to us; on these accounts, 
though He was incorporeal, He formed for Himself a 
body after our fashion, -appearing as a sheep, yet still 
remaining the Shepherd; being esteemed a servant, yet 
not renouncing the Sonship; being carried in the womb of 
Mary, yet arrayed in  the nature of His Father; treading 
upon the earth, yet filling heaven; appearing as an infant, 
yet not discarding the eternity of His nature; being 
invested with a body, yet not circumscribing the unmixed 
simplicity of His Godhead; being esteemed poor, yet not 
divested of His riches; needing sustenance inasmuch as 
He was man, yet not ceasing to feed the entire world 
inasmuch as He is God; putting on the likeness of a 
servant, yet not impairing the likeness of His Father. He 
sustained every character  belonging to Him  in an 
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immutable nature: He was standing before Pilate, and at 
the same time was sitting with His Father; He was nailed 
upon the t ree, and  yet  was the Lord of a l l 
things.” Discourse on the Cross

Read more of the writings of Melito of Sardis here.

http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/melito.html
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We are looking at where the true Church of Jesus Christ 
stands in this world after 2,000 years of growth. That’s an 
historical marker for Christians around the world. It’s an 
opportunity for each of us to focus on what Jesus did for us 
and glorify His holy Name so that all nations would know He is 
King of kings and Lord of lords.



Assessing the Health of the Church after 2,000 Years  of 21 40

Church or church?

Jesus said He would build His “Church” (big C). He has been 
doing that for almost 2,000 years and is still doing that today. 
However, many people look at churches (little c) and think 
Jesus is failing because of how bad things look to them on the 
outside. They see thousands of denominations filled with all 
types of bad behavior and heretical teachings. However, 
Jesus cannot fail because He is God. So, what is it that 
people see?

The Church that Jesus is building is His Body – not “bodies.” 
Many people who claim to be in the Body of Christ are not 
members of it. Jesus did not say He would build 
“denominations.” He said He would build His Church. That 
Church is His Body. Nowhere in the New Testament do we 
read that Christ ians in Heaven wil l be identified 
denominationally. They will be identified as being members of 
One Body.



Assessing the Health of the Church after 2,000 Years  of 22 40

Here are some examples of what I mean.

For as the body is one and has many members, but all 
the members of that one body, being many, are one 
body,  so also  is  Christ.  For  by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free—and  have all been made to 
drink [a]into one Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:12-13

For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, 
a n d h a s b r o k e n d o w n t h e m i d d l e w a l l o f 
separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that 
is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so 
as to create in Himself one  new man  from  the 
two,  thus  making peace,  and that He might  reconcile 
them both to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby  putting to death the enmity. And He came and 
preached peace to you who were afar off and to those 
who were near. For through Him we both have access by 
one Spirit to the Father. Ephesians 2:14-18

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2012%3A11%2D13&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28648a
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For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for 
you Gent i les—  i f indeed you have heard of 
the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to 
me for you, how that by revelation He made known to me 
the mystery (as I have briefly written already, by which, 
when you read, you may understand my knowledge in 
the mystery of Christ), which in other ages was not made 
known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed 
by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:  that the 
Gentiles  should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and 
partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel, of 
which I became a minister  according to the gift of the 
grace of God given to me by the effective working of His 
power. Ephesians 3:1-7

And He Himself gave some  to be  apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers,  for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry,  for the edifying of  the body of Christ,  till we all 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to  a perfect man, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13
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For  the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is 
head of the church; and He is the Savior of the 
body. Ephesians 5:23

I now rejoice in my sufferings  for you, and fill up in my 
flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for  the 
sake of His body, which is the church. Colossians 1:24

It’s clear from what Jesus said and Paul wrote that the 
Church that Jesus is building is one Body – not many 
bodies. That means unity of message and purpose.

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all 
lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with 
one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit  in the bond of peace. There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all. Ephesians 4:1-6
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• One Body

• One Spirit

• One Hope of your Calling

• One Lord

• One Faith

• One Baptism

• One God and Father of all

There is ONE Body, not several bodies - not thousands of 
bodies - just One Body of Christ.

There is only “one Gospel,” not “many gospels.” Any gospel 
that is not THE Gospel is a false gospel. Notice that the 
Apostle Paul called that a perversion of the Gospel message 
and that anyone involved in perverting the true Gospel will be 
“accursed.”
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I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who 
called you in the grace of Christ, to a different 
gospel,  which is not another; but there are some  who 
trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But 
even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let 
him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say 
again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you  than 
what you have received, let him be accursed. Galatians 
1:6-9
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Warning! Warning!

The fact that individual churches and denominations are 
preaching false gospels is no surprise to a careful Bible 
student. Jesus and His apostles warned that this would 
happen.

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will 
know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from 
thornbushes or figs from thistles? Matthew 7:15-16

And then many will be offended, will betray one another, 
and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will 
rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will 
abound, the love of many will grow  cold. Matthew 
24:10-12
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Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, 
‘Look, He is there!’ do not believe it. For false christs and 
false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to 
deceive, if possible, even the elect. But take heed; see, I 
have told you all things beforehand. Mark 13:21-23

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
shepherd the church  of God which He purchased with 
His own blood.  For I know this, that after my 
departure  savage wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock. Also  from among yourselves men will 
rise up, speaking  perverse things, to draw away the 
disciples after themselves.  Therefore watch, and 
remember that  for three years I did not cease to warn 
everyone night and day with tears. Acts 20:28-31
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But know this, that  in the last days  perilous times will 
come:  For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy,  unloving,  unforgiving, 
slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of 
good,  traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God,  having a form of godliness 
but  denying its power. And  from such people turn 
away!  For  of this sort are those who creep into 
households and make captives of gullible women loaded 
down with sins, led away by various lusts,  always 
learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so 
do these also resist the truth:  men of corrupt 
minds,  disapproved concerning the faith;  but they will 
progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to 
all, as theirs also was. 2 Timothy 3:1-9
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But there were also false prophets among the people, 
even as there will be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the 
Lord who bought them,  and  bring on themselves swift 
destruction. And many will follow their destructive ways, 
because o f whom the way o f t ru th w i l l be 
blasphemed. By covetousness they will exploit you with 
deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not 
been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 2 Peter 
2:1-3

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but  test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not 
confess  that Jesus  [b]Christ has come in the flesh is not 
of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you 
have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 
1 John 4:1-3

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%204%3A1%2D3&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30607b
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Christians in Bad Churches

While it should be easy for a true Christian believer to 
recognize false teaching, many fail to see it and are part of 
churches and denominations that do not preach the true 
Gospel. Millions of people who self identify as Christians do 
not believe that Jesus is eternal and God. They believe God 
created Jesus to create the world - that there was a time 
when Jesus “was not.” That’s an ancient heresy that is still 
rearing its ugly head. Millions of people who self identify as 
Christians do not believe Jesus rose from the dead. What?
Have they not read 1 Corinthians 15? Millions of people who 
self identify as Christians believe salvation is based on 
performing good works - working your way to Heaven - rather 
than depending on God’s grace? Have they not read 
Romans? Galatians? Ephesians? Something is terribly wrong 
in today's churches.
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I highly recommend every Christian, or anyone who thinks 
they are a Christian, study Revelation chapters two and three. 
That’s because those chapters contain letters that Jesus 
Christ personally dictated to the leaders of seven churches in 
Asia Minor. While those were actual churches at the time 
Jesus dictated the letters, aspects of each church can still be 
seen somewhere in the world today.

We looked at one of those churches in the last chapter – the 
dead church of Sardis.

And to the  angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These 
things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the 
seven stars: ‘I know your works, that you have a name 
that you are alive, but you are dead. Revelation 3:1
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Even though Jesus called the church at Sardis “dead,” He 
acknowledged that some members of the dead church were 
spiritual alive.

You have  a few names  even in Sardis who have 
not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in 
white, for they are worthy. Revelation 3:4

I believe that’s still true today. There are some people in dead 
churches and denominations whose names are written in the 
Book of Life who Jesus will confess before His Father and His 
angels (verse 5).

Some churches are like the one in Ephesus where the people 
left their “first love” (Revelation 2:4).

Some churches are like the one in Pergamos where the 
people compromised on the truth and held to false doctrines 
and heresies – “which thing I hate” (Revelation 2:15).
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Some churches are like the one in Thyatira where the people 
were corrupt and allowed “that woman  Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess,  to teach and seduce My servants  to 
commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols” 
(Revelation 2:20). Jesus did not mince words about what He 
would do to that type of church:

And I gave her time  to  repent of her sexual immorality, 
and she did not repent.  Indeed I will cast her into a 
sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into 
great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds.  I will 
kill her children with death, and all the churches shall 
know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. 
And I will give to each one of you according to your 
works. Revelation 2:21-23
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Some churches are like the one in Laodicea where the people 
were spiritually lukewarm.

So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor 
hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. Because you say, ‘I 
am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of 
nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, 
miserable, poor, blind, and naked. Revelation 3:16-17

There is some good news in all of this. Jesus loves His 
children, even those who have strayed from the truth and 
participated in bad churches (and denominations). However, 
the good news comes with discipline and the call to repent.

As many as I love, I rebuke and  chasten. Therefore 
be zealous and repent. Revelation 3:19
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If you find yourself in a church and/or denomination as 
described above, do what Jesus tells you to do. That may 
mean leaving the church or denomination depending on the 
circumstances of whether leadership will listen to what Christ 
commands. If do leave, be careful not to fall into another type 
of church that is as bad or worse. Listen to what the Spirit 
says. Read and study God’s Word. Learn what makes a good 
local church.

If you aren’t sure what kind of church or denomination you’re 
in, please read through other studies we’ve written about false 
preachers and teachers, church leaders leaving the faith and 
dragging followers away with them, the drift of churches and 
denominations away from the preaching of the pure Gospel of 
Christ, and doing what Jesus told churches to do.

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2021/07/living-christian-in-e28098this-present-world-part-1.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2021/07/living-christian-in-e28098this-present-world-part-1.pdf
https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-false-preachers-teachers/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-false-preachers-teachers/
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2021/07/exvangelical-whats-that.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2021/07/exvangelical-whats-that.pdf
https://faithandselfdefense.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/challenging-truth-claims-creep-and-drift-in-the-evangelical-church.pdf
https://faithandselfdefense.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/challenging-truth-claims-creep-and-drift-in-the-evangelical-church.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/the-churchs-biggest-problems.pdf
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Christians in Good Churches

It’s nice to know that there are some good churches around 
the world. Interestingly enough, however, they are often the 
ones suffering persecution for believing in Jesus Christ and 
persevering through it. Two of the seven churches Jesus 
addressed in Revelation received high marks from the Lord. 
Here’s what He dictated to John the Apostle:

And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These 
things says  the First and the Last, who was dead, and 
came to life: ‘I know your works, tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are  rich); and  I know  the blasphemy of  those 
who say they are Jews and are not, but area synagogue 
of Satan. Do not fear any of those things which you are 
about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, 
and you will have tribulation ten days.  Be faithful until 
death, and I will give you  the crown of life. ‘He who has 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
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He who overcomes shall not be hurt by  the second 
death.’ Revelation 2:8-11

And to the  angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 
‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true,  ‘He 
who has the key of David, He who opens and no one 
shuts, and shuts and no one opens’: ‘I know your works. 
See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can 
shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, 
and have not denied My name.  Indeed I will 
make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are 
Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come 
and worship before your feet, and to know that I have 
loved you. Because you have kept  My command to 
persevere,  I also will keep you from the hour of trial 
which shall come upon  the whole world, to test those 
who dwell  on the earth. Behold,  I am coming 
quickly!  Hold fast what you have, that no one may 
take your crown. He who overcomes, I will make him a 
pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall  go out no 
more.  I will write on him the name of My God and the 
name of the city of My God, the  New Jerusalem, 
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which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will 
write on him My new name. ‘He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’

Let that last sentence soak into your mind, heart, and soul. 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.” Jesus dictated those words to the seven churches 
at the end of the 1st century AD. That’s a long time ago, but 
truth is truth. Those of us living in the 21st century AD have 
been admonished by the King who is building His Church. We 
need to get on board what He is building.

And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward  is with 
Me, to give to every one according to his work. I am the 
Alpha and the Omega,  the Beginning and  the End, the 
First and the Last.’ Blessed  are  those who  do His 
commandments, that they may have the right to the tree 
of life,  and may enter through the gates into the 
city.  But  outside  are  dogs and sorcerers and sexually 
immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves 
and practices a lie. I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify 
to you these things in the churches.  I am the Root and 
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the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.’ And 
the Spirit and  the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who 
hears say, ‘Come!’  And let him who thirsts come. 
Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. 
Revelation 22:12-17

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. 
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.
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