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“For the Father judges no one, but has committed all 

judgment to the Son, that all should honor the Son 

just as they honor the Father. He who does not 

honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent 

Him. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My 

word and believes in Him who sent Me has 

everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, 

but has passed from death into life. Most assuredly, 

I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when 

the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and 

those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in 

Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in 

Himself, and has given Him authority to execute 

judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. Do 

not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all 

who are in the graves will hear His voice and come 

forth—those who have done good, to the 

resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to 

the resurrection of condemnation. I can of Myself do 

nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is 

righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the 

will of the Father who sent Me.” John 5:22-30 
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We are currently looking at three primary views about the 
thousand-year reign of Christ – known as the Millennium. The 
first view we studied is known as Amillennialism. The second 
was Post-Millennialism. The third is Pre-Millennialism.

Pre-Millennialists believe Jesus Christ will rapture (catch up, 
snatch away, seize) members of His Body from earth to meet 
Him in the air and be with Him forever (1 Thessalonians 4). 
Those who have died in Christ will rise first, then those who 
are alive at the time will quickly follow (twinkling of an eye – 1 
Thessalonians 4; 1 Corinthians 15).

There are three views of Pre-Millennialism: Pre-Tribulation, 
Mid-Tribulation and Post-Tribulation. As you can tell by the 
names each one is identified with a particular view of Christ’s 
return for His Body based on the Tribulation Period. Let’s 
spend a few minutes reminding ourselves about the 
Tribulation Period, then we’ll look at the first of the three Pre-
Millennial views.
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The Tribulation Period

The first time we see the Tribulation Period mentioned in the 
Bible is Daniel 9:24-27 where the angel Gabriel explained a 
vision that God had shown to Daniel –

“… therefore consider the matter, and understand the 
vision: Seventy weeks are determined For your people 
and for your holy city, To finish the transgression, To 
make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for 
iniquity, To bring in everlasting righteousness, To seal 
up vision and prophecy, And to anoint  the Most Holy. 
‘Know therefore and understand, That  from the going 
forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem 
Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks 
and sixty-two weeks; The  street shall be built again, 
and the wall, Even in troublesome times. ‘And after the 
sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for 
Himself; And  the people of the prince who is to come 
Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of 
it  shall be  with a flood, And till the end of the war 
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desolat ions are determined. Then he shal l 
confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the 
middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice 
and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be 
one who makes deso la te , Even un t i l t he 
consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on 
the desolate.”

Jesus referred to this vision in Matthew 24. Notice that He 
called that period of time the ‘great tribulation.’

“Therefore when you see the  ‘abomination of 
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing 
in the holy place’ (whoever reads, let him 
understand),  ‘then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains. Let him who is on the housetop not go 
down to take anything out of his house. And let him 
who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. But 
woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are 
nursing babies in those days! And pray that your flight 
may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there 
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will be great tribulation, such as has not been since 
the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever 
shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no 
flesh would be saved;  but for the elect’s sake those 
days will be shortened.” MATTHEW 24:15-22

Jesus went on to tell His disciples something that has led 
many Christians to believe the ‘Great Tribulation’ will precede 
Christ’s physical return to earth to establish His Kingdom –

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 
the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of 
Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of 
the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory.” MATTHEW 24:29-30
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Many Bible scholars believe the period of time Gabriel 
referred to as “the middle of the week” may be the beginning 
of what Jesus called the ‘great tribulation.’ The prince making 
a covenant “with many” would be the start of the tribulation 
period, but the ‘great tribulation’ would begin in the middle of 
that seven-year period (week

With that background about the Tribulation, let’s begin looking 
at how Pre-Millennialists view the timing of Christ snatching 
up (rapturing) His Church prior to the Millennium.

Keep in mind what Paul wrote about the rapture in 1 
Thessalonians 4 and 1 Corinthians 15.
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Pre-Tribulation Rapture

Pre-Millennialists who believe the rapture will occur before the 
beginning of the Tribulation Period are known as Pre-Trib 
(Pre-Tribulation). Given the verses we’ve already seen from 
Paul, you may wonder why someone would come to that 
conclusion. Did Paul know something and say something else 
that would lead Christians to think Jesus might snatch up His 
Body prior to the beginning of the Tribulation? (You can more 
read about the Tribulation here and here.) Yes, Paul did.

Keep in mind that the Apostle Paul had unique insights into 
future events –

“It is  doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will 
come to visions and revelations of the Lord:  I know a 
man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the 
body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not 
know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the 
third heaven. And I know such a man—whether in the 
body or out of the body I do not know, God knows

https://gracelifethoughts.com/2020/09/10/can-christians-prosper-in-the-new-normal-part-four/
https://gracelifethoughts.com/2018/10/04/one-judge-god-on-his-throne/
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—  how he was caught up into  Paradise and heard 
inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to 
utter. Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will 
not boast, except in my infirmities. For though I might 
desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the 
truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me 
above what he sees me  to be  or hears from me.” 2 
CORINTHIANS 12:1-6

God gave Paul special visions and revelations in Paradise 
several years before he began preaching at Antioch in Syria 
and his missionary journeys with Barnabas and Silas. He 
“heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to 
utter,” but those visions and revelations certainly gave him 
tremendous insight into the glory that is to come for 
Christians. The Holy Spirit also inspired Paul to write his 
letters, so we are assured that what he wrote is true.
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Several months after writing his first letter to the 
Thessalonians where he described the rapture (caught up 
together with them  in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air), 
Paul wrote a second letter. The Christians there were 
enduring persecutions and tribulations (trouble and trials) and 
Paul wrote to tell them that God would repay the people who 
troubled them –

“We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, 
as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, 
and the love of every one of you all abounds toward 
each other, so that we ourselves boast of you among 
the churches of God  for your patience and faith  in all 
your persecutions and  tr ibulations that you 
endure,  which is manifest  evidence of the righteous 
judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of 
the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; since it 
is a righteous thing with God to repay with  tribulation 
those who trouble you,  and to  give  you who are 
troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire 
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taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and 
on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of His power, when He comes, in that Day,  to 
be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all 
those who believe, because our testimony among you 
was believed.” 2 THESSALONIANS 1:3-10

Paul then wrote about “the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ  and our gathering together to Him” (2 Thessalonians 
2:1). The Greek word for gathering together is ἐπισυναγωγῆς 
(episunagōgēs) and means “an assembling together, a 
grouping together, a gathering together.” Paul went on to write 
that the time of that gathering (the saints resurrection) had not 
yet happened and that it would not happen until a particular 
thing happened –
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“… not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either 
by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as 
though the day of  Christ had come.  Let no one 
deceive you by any means; for  that Day will not 
come unless the falling away comes first, and the man 
of sin is revealed,  the son of perdition, who opposes 
and exalts himself above all that is called God or that 
is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of 
God, showing h imse l f tha t he is God. ” 2 
THESSALONIANS 2:2-4

Before the “day of Christ” there will be “the falling away comes 
first.” The Greek word used there is ἀποστασία (apostasia). 
The word means “revolt, defection.” It literally means “a 
leaving from a previous standing, departure, desertion.” We 
know that the “day of Christ” is the return of the Lord to 
“gather” His people because of what he wrote in verse 1.
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Paul also wrote something else that might help us determine 
a timing for the gathering together (rapture).

“Do you not remember that when I was still with you I 
told you these things?  And now you know what is 
restraining, that he may be revealed in his own 
time.  For  the  mystery of lawlessness is already at 
work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is 
taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be 
revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath 
of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His 
coming. The coming of the lawless one is according to 
the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying 
wonders,  and with all unrighteous deception 
among  those who perish, because they did not 
receive  the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved. And  for this reason God will send them strong 
delusion,  that they should believe the lie,  that they all 
may be condemned who did not believe the truth 
bu t  had p l easu re i n un r i gh teousness . ” 2 
THESSALONIANS 2:5-11
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Many Bible scholars believe the “lawless one” of 2 
Thessalonians is the same person Gabriel mentioned in 
Daniel 9 (“the prince who is to come”), Jesus mentioned in 
Matthew 24 (“abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, standing in the holy place”), and the Apostle John 
pointed to in 1 John 2 (“as you have heard that the Antichrist 
is coming”) and the Book of Revelation (“the beast”).

As Paul wrote in the middle of the 1st century AD, 
“the  mystery of lawlessness is already at work.” We can 
confirm that it still at work in the 21st century. Paul then wrote, 
“only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of 
the way.” The word “restrains” in the Greek is κατέχον 
(katechon). It means “hold fast, hold back, detain, arrest, bind, 
restrain.” Something or someone is currently restraining, 
holding back lawlessness “now, at present” until ἐκ μέσου 
γένηται – “out of the midst he might be gone.”
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Christians who believe in the Pre-Tribulation Rapture believe 
the One who is restraining lawlessness is the Holy Spirit.

Remember what Jesus told the apostles about the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the world –

“And when He has come, He will convict the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  of sin, 
because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, 
because I go to My Father and you see Me no 
more; of judgment, because  the ruler of this world is 
judged.” JOHN 16:8-11

Jesus also told the apostles that the Holy Spirit would guide 
them “into all truth” (John 16:13).
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We know that the Holy Spirit is Omnipresent, so He won’t 
disappear from the earth. However, if the Holy Spirit stopped 
convicting the world of sin, righteousness and judgment and 
no longer guided Christians into all truth, what would happen 
in the world? Why would the Holy Spirit stop guiding 
Christians into all truth on earth? Unless … all Christians were 
gone from the earth. If all believers, living and dead, were 
caught up together in the clouds to be with Jesus forever (1 
Thessalonians 4), the Spirit of God could remove His 
restraining influence from the earth. What could happen when 
He does that?

“… And then the lawless one will be revealed … The 
coming of the  lawless one  is according to the working 
of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and 
with all unrighteous deception among  those who 
perish, because they did not receive  the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved.  And  for this reason 
God will send them strong delusion,  that they should 
believe the lie,  that they all may be condemned who 
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did not believe the truth but  had pleasure in 
unrighteousness.”

The lawless one is revealed when the Holy Spirit no longer 
restrains (holds back) lawlessness on the earth. The coming 
of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan. The 
lawless one will be revealed through the power of Satan along 
with signs, lying wonders and unrighteous deception among 
those who perish. Who are those people “who perish”? They 
are the people who “did not receive the love of the truth, that 
they might be saved.” That means all non-Christians.

The rapture (caught up) of every Christian alive and dead 
would certainly grab the attention of the media and the people 
left on earth. The lawless one would use the power of Satan 
to deceive those left on earth. PLUS, “God will send them 
strong delusion,  that they should believe the lie.” Notice the 
part God plays on the people of earth after Christians are 
caught up to meet the Lord in the air. He will send the people 
remaining on earth “strong delusion.” The Greek is ἐνέργειαν 
πλάνης, “an energetic working of roaming delusion.” Why 
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does God do that? Because the people left on earth did not 
receive God’s great gift of love through His Son, Jesus Christ, 
“that they might be saved.”

Not only does the lawless one use the power of Satan to 
deceive the unsaved people on earth with “the lie,” but God 
adds to that a strong delusion that those people should 
believe “the lie.” What lie? Remember what the lawless one 
will do? He will come in the power of Satan “with all 
power,  signs, and lying wonders,  and with all unrighteous 
deception among  those who perish.” The lawless one will be 
just like his father, Satan, who is the father of all lies.

The lawless one will tell many lies during his rule on the earth, 
but one of the earliest lies may be about what happened to 
hundreds of millions of people who suddenly disappear. 
Something like that would bring great fear on people who 
were still on the earth. They would have many questions and 
the lawless one would be able, in the power of Satan, to 
deceive them. The lawless one would also tell lies about what 
the people left on earth need to do to survive after the 
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disappearance of a large number of people from the planet. 
The lawless one will use the power of Satan to convince the 
people of earth to follow him and that would begin the 
Tribulation period.
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Tribulation For Israel, Not Church

Many people who are Pre-Trib believe that the Tribulation 
period is for Israel, not the Church. They believe Daniel 9, 
Matthew 24 and most of the Book of Revelation (from 
chapters 6 to 19) are written about Israel during the 
Tribulation and that the Church is nowhere in sight because 
Christians have been caught up to be with Christ.

There are many reasons for that perspective, but here are 
several –

1. Old Testament prophets described the Tribulation period 
as “the time of Jacob’s trouble” and described it as a time 
when God would punish the nations and exalt Israel. 
(e.g. Jeremiah 30; Isaiah 54; 61; 66; Zechariah 12; 
Ezekiel 38)

2. Old Testament prophets knew nothing about the Church, 
the Body of Christ, that Jesus would “create in Himself 
one new man from the two.” (Ephesians 2:15)
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3. The Apostle Paul taught that the Church had been a 
“mystery” until the Holy Spirit revealed it – “which in other 
ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has 
now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and 
prophets: that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the 
same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ 
t h r o u g h t h e g o s p e l ,  o f w h i c h I b e c a m e a 
minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to 
me by the effective working of His power.” (Ephesians 3)

4. Paul wrote in Romans 11 about another mystery 
concerning Israel and the Church – “For I do not desire, 
brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest 
you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in 
part has happened to Israel  until the fullness of the 
Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it 
is written: ‘The Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He 
will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; For  this  is  My 
covenant with them When I take away their sins.”
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The Church (Gentiles and Jews as one new man) is being 
saved now. The Church will be full one day (fullness of the 
Gentiles has come in) and God will save Israel according to 
His promises made through the prophets. When the Church 
reaches that “fullness,” all Christians (alive and dead) will be 
caught up (raptured) to meet the Lord in the air and be with 
Him forever.

The Prophet Jeremiah called the Tribulation “the time of 
Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7). That’s consistent with what 
we see in most of the Revelation. God will judge the world 
and bring an end to the rule of nations, especially as it relates 
to Israel (Jacob). It will also be a time of judgment for Israel, 
though God will save His people through it.

“For I  am  with  you,’ says the  Lord, ‘to save you; 
Though I make a full end of all nations where I have 
scattered you, Yet I will not make a complete end of 
you. But I will correct you in justice, And will not let you 
go altogether unpunished.’” Jeremiah 30:11 
JEREMIAH 30:11
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Concerning God’s wrath poured out on the earth, Paul was 
clear that the Church would be delivered “from the wrath to 
come” (1 Thessalonians 1:10). That’s in the same letter where 
Paul reminded the Thessalonians that Jesus would return for 
them in the air and catch them up to Him “in the clouds”: 
some who had died and some who would still be alive –

“For this we say to you  by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive and  remain until the coming of 
the Lord will by no means precede those who 
are  asleep.  For  the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with  the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with 
the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these 
words.” 1 THESSALONIANS 4:15-18
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The Pre-Tribulationist would view Scripture pointing to a 
rapture (catching up) of the Church prior to the beginning of 
the Tribulation period where God would judge the Gentile 
world and rescue the Jewish people.
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There are three views of Pre-Millennialism: Pre-Tribulation, 
Mid-Tribulation and Post-Tribulation. These are based on the 
rapture (catching, seizing) of the Church to be with Jesus 
forever. We looked at the Pre-Tribulation view in the last part 
of our study . We turn now to the Mid-Tribulation view(s).
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Mid-Tribulation View(s)

The Mid-Tribulation view has some similarities with the Pre-
Tribulation view, but the timing is different. Whereas the Pre-
Tribulationist believes Jesus will return in the air to catch up 
(rapture) His Church before the beginning of the Tribulation 
Period, the Mid-Tribulationist believes Jesus will rapture His 
Church in the middle of the Tribulation Period – thus the name 
Mid-Trib. There are some differences within the Mid-Trib view 
which we will look at in a few minutes. That’s why we called 
this section Mid-Tribulation View(s).

Mid-Tribulationists believe Revelation teaches a tribulation 
period (small “t”) and a Tribulation period (capital “T”). They 
point to Daniel 7:25; 9:24-27; 12:7-12; Revelation 11:2-3; 
12:6, 14; and 13:5 to support their belief.
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“The tribulation will involve suffering and difficulty for 
believers and unbelievers alike, although Christians 
will be spared the wrath of God (Rom. 5:9). This 
tribulation will last three and one half years (Dan. 7:25, 
9:24-27, 12:7-12, Rev. 11:2-3, 12:6, 12:14, 13:5).” THE 
BIBLICAL CASE FOR MID-TRIBULATIONALISM, 
STEVE LEMKE, NEW ORLEANS BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

They also point to Jesus’ use of the term “great tribulation” in 
Matthew 24:21 – “For then there will be great tribulation, such 
as has not been since the beginning of the world until this 
time, no, nor ever shall be.” Jesus used the term in the 
context of the  “abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” in verse 15. 
They believe that event will occur after three-and-a-half year 
and act as a demarcation line between the small “t” tribulation 
and capitol “T” Tribulation.

Some Mid-Tribulationists also use the term “Pre-Wrath” to 
describe the timing of the rapture.
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“Midtribulationism is the view that the church will be 
present for and go through the first half (3 1/2 years) of 
the tribulation, but be raptured out at the half-way point 
and so be absent for the latter 3 1/2 years. The first 
half is seen as natural tribulation whereas the second 
half is God’s wrath. More recently, the “pre-wrath” view 
has emphasized that the rapture occurs just prior to 
the outpouring of God’s wrath.” KEY AREAS IN 
ESCHATOLOGY: DOCTRINE OF LAST THINGS, 
BRUCE A. WARE, PROFESSOR OF CHRISTIAN 
THEOLOGY, SOUTHERN SEMINARY, LOUISVILLE, 
KENTUCKY

Mid-Tribulationists believe that the seal and trumpet 
judgments in Revelation are natural events rather than divine 
judgments. That’s one reason they see no reason for the 
Church to be raptured in the first half of the Tribulation. They 
believe that the seventh and final trumpet is the beginning of 
divine wrath and that the Church would be removed from 
earth just prior to that.
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Mid-Tribulationists believe the Church will be raptured in the 
middle of the Tribulation period. If we were to put it on a 
timeline, it might look something like this –
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Three-Quarters View?

We mentioned earlier about some timing differences among 
Mid-Tribulationists. There are some who believe in what might 
be called a “three-quarter view.” Key Scriptures for their belief 
are also found in Daniel 9 and 12 –

“Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one 
week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an 
end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of 
abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even 
until the consummation, which is determined, Is 
poured out on the desolate.” DANIEL 9:27

“And from the time  that  the daily  sacrifice  is taken 
away, and the abomination of desolation is set 
up,  there shall be  one thousand two hundred and 
ninety days. Blessed  is he who waits, and comes to 
the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days.” 
DANIEL 12:11-12
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The “he” of Daniel 9:27 is believed to be the same person 
identified as the Anti-Christ, beast and “man of sin” in the New 
Testament. “Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for 
one week.” Mid-Tribulationists (including Pre-Wrath and 
Three-Quarter views) believe the Anti-Christ will make a 
covenant with Israel at the beginning of the Tribulation period. 
The “one week” view is of seven days with each day equaling 
one year. In the middle of the week (three-a-half years), the 
Anti-Christ will bring an end to sacrifice and offering. That’s 
when the “abomination of desolation is set up.” Jesus referred 
to time when He answered His disciples’ question about the 
sign of His coming and end of the age –

“Therefore when you see the  ‘abomination of 
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing 
in the holy place’ (whoever reads, let him understand), 
‘then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains.  Let him who is on the housetop not go 
down to take anything out of his house. And let him 
who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. But 
woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are 
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nursing babies in those days! And pray that your flight 
may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there 
will be great tribulation, such as has not been since 
the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever 
shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no 
flesh would be saved;  but for the elect’s sake those 
days will be shortened.” MATTHEW 24:15-22
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Three-Quarter Mid-Tribulationists move the needle a bit to the 
right of their Mid-Trib brethren. They believe the Church will 
be raptured in the middle of the second half of the Tribulation 
period. Their Pre-Wrath view might look something like this –
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They believe the Church will still be on earth to witness the 
“abomination of desolation,” but be raptured at the point God’s 
wrath is poured out on the Anti-Christ. We look to Revelation 
to see when that might happen.

Some Mid-Tribulationists believe the rapture will occur at the 
same time the “two witnesses” are raised from the dead and 
ascend to Heaven in a cloud –

“Now after the three-and-a-half days  the breath of life 
from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, 
and great fear fell on those who saw them. And  they 
heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, ‘Come 
up here.’ And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and 
their enemies saw them. In the same hour there was a 
great earthquake,  and a tenth of the city fell. In the 
earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and 
the rest were afraid  and gave glory to the God of 
heaven.” REVELATION 13:11-13
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Some Mid-Tribulationists believe the rapture will occur after 
Satan is cast from Heaven and pours out his wrath on the 
earth (Revelation 12). They believe the Church will be on 
earth when Satan guides the “beasts” from the sea and the 
earth and Christians will have to refuse to receive the “mark” 
of the beast (Revelation 13). They point to the words of 
Revelation 14 to support their view that the Church will still be 
on the earth at that time –

“Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who 
keep the commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus. Then I heard a voice from heaven saying  to 
me, ‘Write:  ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 
from now on.’ Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest 
from their labors, and their works follow  them.” 
REVELATION 14:12-13

Some Mid-Tribulationists believe the rapture will occur when 
Jesus “reaps” the earth – “So He who sat on the cloud thrust 
in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped.” They 
believe Jesus “on the cloud” reaps (raptures) His Church.
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One of the reasons they put the rapture at Revelation 4:16 is 
because of the words that follow concerning the “great 
winepress of the wrath of God” –

“Then another angel came out of the temple which is 
in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And another 
angel came out from the altar, who had power over 
fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the 
sharp sickle, saying,  ‘Thrust in your sharp sickle and 
gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her 
grapes are fully ripe.’ So the angel thrust his sickle into 
the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and 
threw  it  into  the great winepress of the wrath of God. 
And  the winepress was trampled outside the city, and 
blood came out of the winepress,  up to the horses’ 
bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.” 
REVELATION 14:17-20
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Other Mid-Tribulationists point to the words in Revelation 15 
about angels in Heaven preparing to deliver seven golden 
bowls “full of the wrath of God” to people on earth –

“After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of 
the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened. 
And out of the temple came the seven angels having 
the seven plagues,  clothed in pure bright linen, and 
having their chests girded with golden bands.  Then 
one of the four living creatures gave to the seven 
angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of 
God who lives forever and ever. The temple was filled 
with smoke from the glory of God and from His power, 
and no one was able to enter the temple till the seven 
plagues of the seven angels were completed.” 
REVELATION 15:5-8
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These Three-Quarter Mid-Tribulationists believe the rapture of 
the Church will occur prior to Revelation 16 when the bowls of 
the wrath of God are poured out on the earth. That would 
seem to be the last point for a rapture to occur under the Pre-
Wrath view of a Pre-Millennial rapture.

The Mid-Tribulationist view of the rapture is probably the most 
complex of the three primary views. The Pre-Tribulation 
rapture begins before the Tribulation and the Post-Tribulation 
rapture begins after the Tribulation. However, the Mid-
Tribulation rapture could happen at several points during a 
mid-way point in the Tribulation. It depends on when you 
believe God’s wrath is being poured out on the earth.
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There are three views of Pre-Millennialism: Pre-Tribulation, 
Mid-Tribulation and Post-Tribulation. These are based on 
the rapture (catching, seizing) of the Church to be with Jesus 
forever. We’ve looked at the Pre-Tribulation view and the Mid-
Tribulation view(s). We move now to the Post-Tribulation view.
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Post-Tribulation View

The word Post tells us that this particular view of the rapture 
occurs at the very end of the Tribulation period. The 
Tribulation period ends and Christ returns (Post-Tribulation). 
Whereas the Pre and Mid Tribulation Rapture views present 
the idea that the rapture and return of Christ to earth are 
separate events, the Post-Tribulation view presents the idea 
that the rapture and return of Christ occur at the same time. 
Pre and Mid Tribulation raptures view Christ’s coming for His 
Church as secret in the sense of it being unseen by the world. 
The Post-Tribulation rapture view believes Christ returns once 
visibly for the entire world to see.

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory.  And He will 
send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they will gather together His elect from the four winds, 
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from one end of heaven to the other. MATTHEW 
24:30-31

Post-Tribulationists believe that what the Apostle Paul 
described in 1 Thessalonians 4 is the future resurrection of 
those who have died in Christ to join Christ in the clouds and 
immediately return to earth for the beginning of the Lord’s 
Millennial reign.

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with  the 
trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ will rise 
first.  Then we who are alive  and  remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord. 1 THESSALONIANS 4:16-17
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Post-Tribulationists also believe that’s what Paul was pointing 
to in 1 Corinthians 15.

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit 
incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed—  in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and  this 
mortal  must  put on immortality.  So when this 
corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written:  ‘Death is swallowed up in 
victory.’ ‘O  Death, where  is  your sting? O Hades, 
where  is  your victory?’ The sting of death  is  sin, 
and  the strength of sin  is  the law. But thanks  be  to 
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:50-57
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Post-Tribulationists believe that what we read in 1 
Thessalonians and 1 Corinthians occurs at the same time as 
Revelation 19:11-21. Heaven opens, Jesus mounts a white 
horse and “in righteousness He judges and makes war.” Along 
with Jesus will be “the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean” following Him on their own white horses. 
Jesus will “strike the nations And He Himself will rule them 
with a rod of iron.” Jesus will tread “the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God” and establish His 
Millennial reign on earth.

As we read the context of the verses 1 Thessalonians 4 and 1 
Corinthians 15, we do not see Paul write anything there about 
the Millennial reign following the rapture (catching up, 
changing from corruptible to incorruptible in the twinkling of an 
eye). If he had written something that connected the rapture 
to the immediate physical return of Christ to earth, then we 
should have no need to discuss this further. The Post-
Tribulation view would have its finished support in such a 
case. However, since Paul did not connect the two we must 
continue our search for the correct view.
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Israel and/or The Church?

Pre-Tribulation and Mid-Tribulation views consider the secret 
return of Christ to be for the Church, His Body. Most in those 
camps believe Christ’s physical return at the end of the 
Tribulation is primarily for Israel. The Post-Tribulation view 
considers the single, physical return of Christ to be for His 
Church and to establish His Millennial reign on earth. We 
might think of it as a two-stage return of Christ (Pre and Mid 
Tribulation views) and a one-stage return of Christ (Post-
Tribulation view).

Much of the discussion falls to whether the Old Testament 
prophecies and what Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 24 
and Luke 21 were for Israel or for Israel and the Church. The 
Post-Tribulation view is that the prophecies are for both Israel 
and the Church. Pre and Mid Tribulationists would say that the 
only way to get to that view would be to deny the 
dispensational distinctions between Israel and the Church. Is 
it Israel and the Church, or, Israel or the Church? Let’s look at 
this in more detail.
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Daniel’s prophecy concerning the return of Messiah was 
addressed to Israel. That’s clear to see as we read Daniel 9 
and the 70 Weeks prophecy (verses 24-27). What’s clear to 
us is that the angel Gabriel came from God with an answer to 
Daniel’s prayer.

… yes, while I  was  speaking in prayer, the 
man  Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the 
beginning,  being caused to fly swiftly, reached me 
about the time of the evening offering.  And he 
informed me, and talked with me, and said, ‘O Daniel, 
I have now come forth to give you skill to 
understand.  At the beginning of your supplications 
the  command went out, and I have come to 
tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider 
the matter, and understand the vision. DANIEL 9:21-23
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Since Gabriel had come from God in answer to Daniel’s 
supplications, we need to know what Daniel prayed that led to 
God sending the angel to help the prophet “understand the 
vision.” We find the prayer in Daniel 9:2-20. Here’s what 
Daniel prayed about Israel. Notice the references to Israel, 
Jerusalem, the empty sanctuary (the Temple), Judah, Law of 
Moses, the prophets of God, kings and princes of Israel, 
fathers and people of the land of Israel, brought out of Egypt, 
the people called by God’s Name, sins of the people of Israel 
and the holy mountain of God. Notice also that no other nation 
or people are mentioned in Daniel’s prayer. He lived in 
Babylon and had served as one of the nation’s governors, but 
Daniel only mentioned Israel and the people of God in his 
prayer.

• I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of the 
years specified by the word of the Lord through Jeremiah 
the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years in 
the desolations of Jerusalem.



God’s Judgment How It Works  of 50 121

• we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have done 
wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from Your 
precepts and Your judgments.

• Neither have we heeded Your servants the prophets, who 
spoke in Your name to our kings and our princes, to our 
fathers and all the people of the land. 

• O Lord,  righteousness belongs  to You, but to us shame 
of face, as  it is  this day—to the men of Judah, to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those near and 
those far off in all the countries to which You have driven 
them, because of the unfaithfulness which they have 
committed against You.

• O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our 
princes, and our fathers, because we have sinned 
against You.

• We have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to 
walk in His laws, which He set before us by His servants 
the prophets.

• Yes,  all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has 
departed so as not to obey Your voice; therefore the 
curse and the oath written in the  Law of Moses the 
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servant of God have been poured out on us, because we 
have sinned against Him.  And He has  confirmed His 
words, which He spoke against us and against our 
judges who judged us, by bringing upon us a great 
disaster;  for under the whole heaven such has never 
been done as what has been done to Jerusalem.

• As  it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has 
come upon us; yet we have not made our prayer before 
the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities 
and understand Your truth.

• And now, O Lord our God, who brought Your people out 
of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and made 
Yourself a name, as  it is  this day—we have sinned, we 
have done wickedly!

• O Lord,  according to all Your righteousness, I pray, let 
Your anger and Your fury be turned away from Your city 
Jerusalem,  Your holy mountain; because for our 
sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and 
Your people are a reproach to all those around us.
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• Now therefore, our God, hear the prayer of Your servant, 
and his supplications, and for the Lord’s sake cause Your 
face to shine on Your sanctuary, which is desolate. 

• O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your 
eyes and see our desolations, and the city which is called 
by Your name; for we do not present our supplications 
before You because of our righteous deeds, but because 
of Your great mercies.

• O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do 
not delay for Your own sake, my God, for Your city and 
Your people are called by Your name.

• Now while I was  speaking, praying, and confessing my 
sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my 
supplication before the  Lord  my God for the holy 
mountain of my God, yes, while I was speaking in prayer, 
the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the 
beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about 
the time of the evening offering.
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It should be clear from reading Daniel’s prayer that the 
answer Gabriel gave him would address the prophet’s 
concerns about Israel, the people of Israel and the city of 
Jerusalem. That’s what we see in the angel’s answer in Daniel 
9:24-27. Look for words that address Israel, Jerusalem and 
the Messiah specifically:

• Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for 
your holy city.

• To finish the transgression, To make an end of sins, To 
make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in everlasting 
righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to 
anoint the Most Holy.

• Know therefore and understand, That  from the going 
forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem 
Until Messiah  the Prince, There shall be  seven weeks 
and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and 
the wall, Even in troublesome times.

• And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall  be cut 
off, but not for Himself; And the people of the prince who 
is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The 
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end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war 
deso la t i ons a re de te rm ined . Then he sha l l 
confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the 
middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and 
offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one 
who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, 
which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate.

Even as Daniel’s prayer addressed his concerns about Israel 
and Jerusalem, Gabriel’s answer addressed those concerns 
and brought encouragement about the coming of Messiah the 
Prince to rescue Israel. Messiah would be “just off, but not for 
Himself.” That was prophetic of Jesus’ death on the Cross. 
The people of “the prince who is to come” would destroy the 
city (Jerusalem) and the sanctuary (Temple). The “prince who 
is to come” would confirm a covenant with many for one week 
(seven years), but would bring an end to sacrifice and offering 
in Jerusalem “in the middle of the week.” Gabriel spoke of that 
as being “abominations” of one “who makes desolate.”
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We read more about this in another vision Daniel received, as 
he described in detail in chapters 11 and 12. The abomination 
Gabriel said would happen “in the middle of the week” is 
referred to in 11:31 and 12:11 as “the abomination of 
desolation.” The vision gave Daniel even more information 
about this Tribulation event:

“And from the time  that  the daily  sacrifice  is taken 
away, and the abomination of desolation is set 
up,  there shall be  one thousand two hundred and 
ninety days. DANIEL 12:11

This is what Jesus referred to in Matthew 24:15-16 ..

Therefore when you see the  ‘abomination of 
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing 
in the holy place’ (whoever reads, let him 
understand),  ‘then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains. 
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Jesus went on in the same context to tell His disciples that 
what would happen after the ‘abomination of desolation’ 
would be a “great tribulation, such as has not been since the 
beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall 
be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be 
saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened” 
(Matthew 24:21-22). Those days will be shortened by the 
glorious return of Jesus Christ to “gather together His elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other” 
(Matthew 24:31). He said that His physical return would be 
“as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west” 
(Matthew 24:27).

So, what about Jesus’ prophecies concerning His return? Did 
He have in mind just Israel or Israel and His Church. When 
He said that He would “gather together His elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the other,” did He mean the 
elect of Israel or the elect of Israel and the Church? Pre and 
Mid Tribulationists would answer that the elect Jesus had in 
mind in Matthew 24 is Israel, while those Paul wrote about to 
the Thessalonians and Corinthians would be “caught up” 
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would be the Church . The Post-Tribulationist would answer 
that the elect Jesus had in mind in Matthew 24 is Israel and 
the Church. It can’t be both, so which one is it? We’ll address 
that in more detail in the next chapter.



God’s Judgment How It Works  of 58 121



God’s Judgment How It Works  of 59 121

We are currently looking at the Post-Tribulation view of the 
Rapture. In the last chapter we saw Jesus tell His disciples 
about the Great Tribulation.

For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not 
been since the beginning of the world until this time, 
no, nor ever shall be.  And unless those days were 
shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s 
sake those days will be shortened. MATTHEW 
24:21-22

Who are the elect for which “those days will be shortened”? 
Was Jesus speaking about Israel, the Church or both?

Jesus said that His physical return to earth would be “as the 
lighting comes from the east and flashes to the west” 
(Matthew 24:27). The Apostle Paul wrote that Christians, both 
alive and deceased, would be “caught up” in the air to be with 
Jesus forever. Do those events occur at the same time or at 
different times?
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Post-Tribulationists believe those events occur at the same 
time. They view the “elect” Jesus spoke about as being Israel 
and the Church.

Pre-Tribulationists and Mid-Tribultionists believe those events 
occur at different times. They view the “elect” Jesus spoke 
about as being Israel and view the believers “caught up” in 
Paul’s writings as being the Church.

We know that both of these views can’t be true at the same 
time and at different times, so which is it?
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The Elect

The Greek word translated “elect” is eklektous. It means 
select, by implication favorite, chosen out. I have found that 
many, many Christians don’t like the term because they’ve 
heard teaching that God selects some people to be saved and 
others not to be saved. They don’t think that’s right or fair that 
God would do that, so they don’t want to discuss it.

I think that’s a mistake because it’s a teaching of Jesus and 
His apostles. Becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ means 
obeying the Lord’s teachings. I understand why some 
Christians feel the way they do about the term (elect), but 
that’s no reason to not want to learn what Jesus meant when 
He used the word.
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The adjective eklektous is used more than 20 times in the 
New Testament. The noun eklogé (selection out of) is used 
seven times. The verb eklegó is used more than 20 times.

The Hebrew word for “elect” is bachir (chosen) and is used 
almost 20 times in the Old Testament. The verb is bachar (to 
choose) and is used more than 150 times in the Old 
Testament.

Here are several examples of how the words are used in the 
Bible:

And because  He loved your fathers, therefore He 
chose their  descendants after them; and He brought 
you out of Egypt with His Presence, with His mighty 
power, driving out from before you nations greater and 
mightier than you, to bring you in, to give you their 
land  as  an inheritance, as  it is  this day.   MOSES, 
DEUTERONOMY 4:37-38
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For you  are  a  holy people to the  Lord  your 
God; the Lordyour God has chosen you to be a people 
for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples 
on the face of the earth. The Lord did not set His love 
on you nor choose you because you were more in 
number than any other people, for you were  the least 
of all peoples;  but  because the  Lord  loves you, and 
because He would keep  the oath which He swore to 
your fathers,  the  Lord  has brought you out with a 
mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house 
of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
MOSES, DEUTERONOMY 7:-8

For you are a holy people to the Lord your God, a nd 
the Lord has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a 
special treasure above all the peoples who are on the 
face of the earth. MOSES, DEUTERONOMY 14:2

O seed of Israel His servant, You children of Jacob, 
His chosen ones! KING DAVID, 1 CHRONICLES 
16:13
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I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn 
to My servant David: ‘Your seed I will establish forever, 
And build up your throne  to all generations.’ ETHAN 
THE EZRAHITE, PSALM 89:3-4

Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One  in 
whom My soul delights! I have put My Spirit upon Him; 
He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. He will not 
cry out, nor raise His voice, Nor cause His voice to be 
heard in the street. A bruised reed He will not break, 
And  smoking flax He will not  quench; He will bring 
forth justice for truth. He will not fail nor be 
discouraged, Till He has established justice in the 
earth; And the coastlands shall wait for His law. 
PROPHET ISAIAH, MESSIANIC PROPHECY, 
ISAIAH:42:1-4
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For  Jacob My servant’s sake, And Israel My elect, I 
have even called you by your name; I have named 
you, though you have not known Me. I am  the Lord, 
and  there is no other; There is no God besides Me. I 
will gird you, though you have not known Me, That 
they may know from the rising of the sun to its setting 
That  there is  none besides Me.PROPHET ISAIAH,  
ISAIAH 45:4-6

Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own 
things? Or is your eye evil because I am good?’ So the 
last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, 
but few chosen. JESUS, PARABLE OF THE 
WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD, MATTHEW 20:15-16

And unless the Lord had shortened those days, no 
flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake, whom 
He chose, He shortened the days. Then if anyone 
says to you, ‘Look, here  is  the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, He 
is  there!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false 
prophets will rise and show signs and  wonders to 
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deceive, if possible, even the  elect.  But  take heed; 
see, I have told you all things beforehand. JESUS, 
MARK 13:20-23

Then the Lord said,  “Hear what the unjust judge 
said. And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry 
out day and night to Him, though He bears long with 
them?  I tell you  that He will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He 
really find faith on the earth? JESUS, PARABLE OF 
THE PERSISTENT WIDOW, LUKE 18:6-8

And  the people stood looking on. But even the  rulers 
with them sneered, saying, ‘He saved others; let Him 
save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God. 
RULERS OF ISRAEL, LUKE 23:35

Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect?  It 
is God who justifies. APOSTLE PAUL, ROMANS 8:33
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Therefore, as  the elect of God, holy and beloved, put 
on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, 
longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving 
one another, if anyone has a complaint against 
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must 
do. APOSTLE PAUL, COLOSSIANS 3:12-13

I charge  you  before God and the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the elect angels that you observe these things 
without  prejudice, doing nothing with partiality. 
APOSTLE PAUL, 1 TIMOTHY 5:21

Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect and  the 
acknowledgment of the truth  which accords with 
godliness,  in hope of eternal life which God, 
who cannot lie, promised before time began, but has 
in due time manifested His word through preaching, 
which was committed to me according to the 
commandment of God our Savior. APOSTLE PAUL, 
TITUS 1:1-3
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Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the 
Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, elect according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience 
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. APOSTLE 
PETER, 1 PETER 1:1-2

Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by 
men, but chosen by God and precious,  you also, as 
living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Therefore it is 
also contained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion A 
chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who 
believes on Him will by no means be put to shame. 
APOSTLE PETER 2:4-6
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But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out 
of  darkness into His marvelous l ight ;  who 
once  were  not a people but  are  now the people of 
God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 
obtained mercy. APOSTLE PETER, 1 PETER 2:9-10

The Elder, To the elect lady and her children, whom I 
love in truth, and not only I, but also all those who 
have known  the truth,  because of the truth which 
abides in us and will be with us forever. APOSTLE 
JOHN, 2 JOHN 1:1-2

These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of 
kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, 
and faithful. APOSTLE JOHN, REVELATION 17:14
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God’s Choice

As you can see from the Bible verses above, the word “elect” 
is about God’s choice. God’s choice goes to the doctrine 
(teaching) of God’s Sovereignty. Unfortunately, there is within 
Christianity a fear of God’s Sovereignty. It’s my belief that the 
teaching of humanism during the past century or so has 
affected Christianity in a negative way. When Christians stray 
from the straight teachings of the Bible and try to mix human 
wisdom with Divine wisdom, what we get is a mixed-up 
theology that muddies our ability to understand what God has 
done, is doing and will do.

We don’t need to let the idea of human freedom conflict with 
the truth of God’s Sovereignty. God is Sovereign and He 
chooses to do what pleases Him. The Psalmists wrote “But 
our God  is  in heaven; He does whatever He pleases” (Psalm 
115:3), and “Whatever the Lord pleases He does, In heaven 
and in earth, In the seas and in all deep places” (Psalm 
135:6). God’s choices are based on His Divine attributes and 
character, not on human ideas about God.
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God has been pleased throughout human history to choose 
some humans instead of others for His purposes. God chose 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, children of 
Israel, Joshua, the Judges, Samuel, David, Jerusalem, 
Solomon, the prophets, the Twelve Apostles, the replacement 
apostle for Judas Iscariot, and the Apostle Paul (Sao of 
Tarsus). Humans within each context chose something or 
someone else, but God’s choice overruled human choice. 
“Election” is something God does because it pleases Him.

So David said to Michal, ‘It was before the Lord, who 
chose me instead of your father and all his house, to 
appoint me ruler over the  people of the  Lord, over 
Israel. Therefore I will play  music  before the  Lord.  
DAVID, 2 SAMUEL 6:21

Since the day that I brought My people Israel out of 
Egypt, I have chosen no city from any tribe of Israel in 
which to build a house, that My name might be there; 
but I chose David to be over My people Israel. 8:16 
SOLOMON, 1 KINGS 8:16



God’s Judgment How It Works  of 72 121

Blessed  is  the nation whose God  is  the  Lord, The 
people He has chosen as His own inheritance. DAVID, 
PSALM 33:12

He sent Moses His servant, And Aaron whom He had 
chosen. They performed His signs among them, And 
wonders in the land of Ham. PSALMIST, PSALM 
105:26-27

For the  Lord  has chosen Zion; He has desired  it  for 
His  dwelling place: ‘This  is My resting place forever; 
Here I will dwell, for I have desired it. PSALMIST, 
PSALM 132:13-14

Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: ‘On the day 
when I chose Israel and raised My hand in an oath to 
the descendants of the house of Jacob, and made 
Myself known to them in the land of Egypt, I raised My 
hand in an oath to them, saying,  ‘I am the Lord your 
God.’  PROPHET EZEKIEL, EZEKIEL 20:5
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Again proclaim, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: 
My cities shall again  spread out through prosperity; 
The  Lord  will again comfort Zion, And  will again 
choose Jerusalem. PROPHET ZECHARIAH, 
ZECHARIAH 1:17

Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to 
the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer 
to God. And when it was day, He called His disciples 
to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He 
also named apostles. JESUS, LUKE 6:12-13

You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed 
you that you should go and bear fruit, and  that  your 
fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the 
Father in My name He may give you … If you were of 
the world, the world would love its own. Yet because 
you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you.   JESUS, JOHN 
15:16, 19
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The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that 
Jesus began both to do and teach,  until the day in 
which  He was taken up, after He through the Holy 
Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom 
He had chosen,  to whom He also presented Himself 
alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being 
seen by them during forty days and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God. LUKE, ACTS 
1:1-3

And they prayed and said, ‘You, O Lord, who know the 
hearts of all, show which of these two You have 
chosen  to take part in this ministry and apostleship 
from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might 
go to his own place.’ And they cast their lots, and the 
lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the 
eleven apostles. THE ELEVEN, ACTS 1:24-26
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But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen vessel 
of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and 
the children of Israel. JESUS ABOUT HIS CHOICE OF 
PAUL, ACTS 9:15

And not only  this,  but when  Rebecca also had 
conceived by one man,  even  by our father 
Isaac  (for  the children not yet being born, nor having 
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works but 
of Him who calls),  it was said to her,  ‘The older shall 
serve the younger.” APOSTLE PAUL, ROMANS 
9:10-12

But what does the divine response say to him? ‘I have 
reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have 
not bowed the knee to Baal.’ Even so then, at this 
present time there is a remnant according to the 
election of grace. And  if by grace, then  it is no longer 
of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if  it 
is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no 
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longer work. What then? Israel has not obtained what 
it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest 
were blinded. Just as it is written: God has given them 
a spirit of stupor, Eyes that they should not see And 
ears that they should not hear, To this very day. 
APOSTLE PAUL, ROMANS 11:4-6-8

For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be  wise in 
your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened 
to Israel  until the fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: The 
Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob; For  this  is My covenant with 
them, When I take away their sins.’ Concerning the 
gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning 
the election  they are  beloved for the sake of the 
f a the rs .  For t he g i f t s and t he ca l l i ng o f 
God  are  irrevocable.  For as you  were once 
disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their disobedience, even so these also have 



God’s Judgment How It Works  of 77 121

now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown 
you they also may obtain mercy.  For God 
has committed them all to disobedience, that He might 
have mercy on all. Oh, the depth of the riches both of 
t he w isdom and know ledge o f God ! How 
unsearchable  are  His judgments and His ways past 
finding out! ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord? 
Or who has become His counselor?’ ‘Or who has first 
given to Him And it shall be repaid to him?’ For of Him 
and through Him and to Him  are  all things,  to 
whom  be  glory forever. Amen. APOSTLE PAUL, 
ROMANS 11:25-36

We give thanks to God always for you all, making 
mention of you in our prayers,  remembering without 
ceasing your work of faith,  labor of love, and patience 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our 
God and Father, knowing, beloved brethren,  your 
election by God. For our gospel did not come to you in 
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and 
in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we 
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were among you for your sake. APOSTLE PAUL, 1 
THESSALONIANS 1:2-5

Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent  to make 
your call and election sure, for if you do these things 
you will never stumble;  for so an entrance will be 
supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
APOSTLE PETER, 2 PETER 1:10-11

Blessed  be  the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places  in Christ,  just as He 
chose us in Him  before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before Him 
in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by 
Jesus Christ to Himself,  according to the good 
pleasure of His will,  to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 
APOSTLE PAUL, EPHESIANS 1:3-6
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As we continue looking at the Post-Tribulation view of the 
Rapture, we are studying about God’s elect.

Here’s why this study is so important. Jesus said this as part 
of His answer to the apostles’ question about “what will be the 
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”

For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not 
been since the beginning of the world until this time, 
no, nor ever shall be.  And unless those days were 
shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s 
sake those days will be shortened.   MATTHEW 
24:21-22
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Our question concerns the identity of “the elect” for whose 
sake “those days will be shortened”? Post-Tribulationists 
believe Jesus was including Israel and the Church in His 
response. However, Pre-Tribulationists and Mid-Tribultionists 
believe Jesus was referring to Israel in Matthew 24 and that 
the “rapture” (caught up) Paul wrote about in 1 Thessalonians 
4 and 1 Corinthians 15 will be prior to the event Jesus 
described in Matthew 24.
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A Curious Claim

The Apostle Paul made a curious statement in Romans 11 
that we’ll look at in a minute, but first let’s get some 
background for this curious claim he made.

Paul moved from the brilliant statements in Romans 8 about 
there being no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus 
and being free from indwelling sin to being heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ. Paul wrote that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy  to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us and that the Spirit of God helps 
us in our weaknesses. Paul asked and answered a glorious 
question: “If God  is  for us, who  can be  against us?” Paul 
made the amazing claim that “we are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us” and that “neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor  principalities nor powers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created 
thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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Paul moved straight from that glorious truth to this statement 
about his personal sorrow:

“I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience 
also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have 
great sorrow and continual grief in my heart.” 
ROMANS 9:1-2

Why was Paul sorrowed? Because Israel had rejected Christ.

For  I could wish that I myself were accursed from 
Christ for my brethren, my  countrymen according to 
the flesh,  who are Israelites,  to whom  pertain  the 
adoption,  the glory,  the covenants,  the giving of the 
law,  the service  of God,  and  the promises;  of 
whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the 
flesh, Christ  came,  who is over all,  the  eternally 
blessed God. Amen. ROMANS 9:3-5
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That is a stunning statement on at least two levels. One, Paul 
knew the glory that would be his and all those who had faith in 
Christ. The love he had for his fellow Israelites would have 
been very deep for him to wish that he were accursed from 
Christ for his brethren. Second, Paul knew that Christ would 
reject Israel for a time because Israel had rejected Him. What 
then would Christ do? He turned to the Gentiles.

What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not 
p u r s u e r i g h t e o u s n e s s , h a v e a t t a i n e d t o 
righteousness,  even the righteousness of faith;  but 
Israel,  pursuing the law of righteousness,  has not 
attained to the law  of righteousness.  Why? 
Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by 
the works of the law. For  they stumbled at that 
stumbling stone. As it is written: ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a 
stumbling stone and rock of offense, And  whoever 
believes on Him will not be put to shame. ROMANS 
9:30-33
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Did that mean Paul gave up on Israel? Not at all.

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God 
for Israel is that they may be saved.  ROMANS 10:1

Though Paul’s primary calling from Christ was to the Gentiles, 
he never lost his love for the people of his birth. He continued 
to preach and teach that the people of Israel must confess 
their sins and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, 
but not according to knowledge.  For they being 
ignorant of  God’s righteousness, and seeking to 
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
to the righteousness of God. For Christ  is  the end of 
the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
ROMANS 10:2-4
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Paul continued in Romans 10 to point to the error of Israel’s 
thinking about Christ Jesus. He pleaded with them to 
understand a great thing God had done through the death of 
Christ:

For  there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, 
for  the same Lord over all  is rich to all who call upon 
Him. For ‘whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.’ ROMANS 10:12-13

That statement was contrary to everything Israel believed 
about itself and the Gentile world. Jews believed there was a 
big distinction between Jew and Greek, which meant they 
continue to reject Paul’s message.
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So, was that the end of Israel’s hope? A few Jews would 
come to saving knowledge of Christ, but the nation would 
never come? Paul asked the question this way:

I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly 
not! For  I also am an Israelite, of the seed of 
Abraham, of  the tribe of Benjamin. God has not cast 
away His people whom He foreknew.  ROMANS 11:2

We are now coming into curiosity territory. All of it was part of 
God’s eternal plan, a plan Paul called the election of grace.

Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace. And  if by grace, 
then  it is  no longer of works; otherwise grace is no 
longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; 
otherwise work is no longer work. What then?  Israel 
has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have 
obtained it, and the rest were  blinded. ROMANS 
11:5-7
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This hearkens back to what Paul wrote in the first part of his 
letter to the Romans: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 
believes,  for the Jew first and also for the Greek” (Romans 
1:16). Paul’s entire letter is about the Gospel of Christ 
because it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 
believes. Paul wrote again and again that the Gospel of Christ 
did not allow for salvation by works or any other type of 
human energy. As Paul wrote about the present time, “there is 
a remnant according to the election of grace.” Salvation is all 
of God’s Grace, not of human works. If it was of works, it 
could not longer be of grace. Israel, with all its efforts, had not 
obtained what it sought; “but the elect have obtained it, and 
the rest were blinded.”
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Even so, Paul wrote, Israel’s rejection by God was not final, 
and that brings us to the first part of the curious claim:

I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? 
Certainly not! But  through their  fall, to provoke them 
to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. Now if 
their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches 
for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness! 
ROMANS 11:11-12

Salvation has come to the Gentiles because of the fall of 
Israel, but that fall is not permanent.

For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be  wise in 
your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened 
to Israel  until the fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The 
Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob; For  this  is My covenant with 
them, When I take away their sins. Concerning the 
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gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning 
the election  they are  beloved for the sake of the 
f a the rs .  For t he g i f t s and t he ca l l i ng o f 
God are irrevocable. ROMANS 11:25-29

Paul revealed a mystery to both the Jews and Gentiles who 
heard him preach and read his letters. Paul did not want them 
to be ignorant of that mystery: “that  blindness in part has 
happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in.” Blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness 
of the Gentiles has come in? What’s that about? Let’s break it 
down for right understanding.

The Greek word translated “blindness” is pōrōsis and means 
“covering with a callous, hardening, blindness.” God blinded 
the eyes of Israel through a spiritual callous that covered their 
eyes, minds and hearts. The Greeks used the word for 
something that caused blindness, numbness, dullness, 
insensitivity. Israel, meaning most Jews including their 
leaders, were blind and numb to the Gospel of Christ. They 
might hear it, but the truth didn’t penetrate the spiritual 
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hardness of their hearts. Some Jews heard and did believe, 
but it was a small number in comparison to the full number of 
Jews in the world at Paul’s time. The same has been true in 
the two-thousand years since the beginning of Paul’s 
preaching of the Gospel.

The Greek word for “until” is achri and addresses a time when 
something will happen. That something, Paul wrote, is until 
the “fullness of the Gentiles has come in.” The word “fullness” 
is plērōma and means “a filling up, full complement.” This is 
important to understand. The blindness (hardness, 
callousness) of Israel will continue until the full or complete 
number of Gentiles are saved. When that happens, when all 
Gentiles God has chosen are saved, along with the elect 
remnant of Jews, “Israel will be saved.” Jesus Christ, the 
great Deliverer, will come out of Zion and will turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob. Why will this happen? Because the 
“gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.” Because of 
God’s “election,” Israel is beloved “for the sale of the fathers.”
The curious claim here is that Israel’s salvation will not occur 
until the Gentile’s salvation is complete (eiselthē – may come 
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in, enter into). Israel’s salvation will be the fulfillment of God’s 
“election” (eklogēn – a choosing out, choice, selection). Did 
you notice two mentions of “election” in Romans 11?

1. Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace. vs 5

2. concerning the election  they are beloved for the sake of 
the fathers. vs 28
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Two Elections

The first election is God’s present work in saving a small 
number of Jews along with the larger number of Gentiles. It’s 
called “the election of grace.” Paul wrote about that in more 
detail in Ephesians 2:11-18 and is what we’ve seen during the 
past 19 centuries in the history of the Church. It is primarily 
Gentile with a small number (remnant) of Jews. The second 
election is God’s future work in saving Israel “for the sake of 
the fathers.” God made a covenant with Abraham, Jacob, 
Isaac and Moses thousands of years ago and He will do what 
He promised. It will be primarily Jewish in reach and scope. 
The Old Testament prophets wrote about this in great detail, 
as did the Apostle John in the Revelation.

That may surprise some that God has two elections, but it 
shouldn’t surprise us. God has been electing, selecting, 
choosing different people and peoples throughout the history 
of humanity. Paul addressed two of those selections in 
Romans 11. Both are about salvation and both are based on 
the Gospel about which Paul wrote earlier that he was not 
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ashamed of the Gospel for it is the “power of God to salvation 
for everyone who believes,  for the Jew first and also for the 
Greek.”

While a very small number of Gentiles could participate in 
some of the blessings of God revealed to Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob and Moses, most Gentiles were “aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world” 
(Ephesians 2:12). Yet, Paul wrote in Romans 11:5 that “at this 
present time” there was a remnant of Jews who would be 
saved with Gentiles. In fact, those remnant Jews would 
become part of a “new creation” where Jesus Christ would 
“create in Himself one new man from the two thus making 
peace” (Ephesians 2:15).
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The first election Paul wrote about is where Jesus is 
reconciling a remnant of Jews with many Gentiles to 
“reconcile them both in one body through the cross, thereby 
putting to death the enmity” (Ephesians 2:16). This is quite 
remarkable and is something Paul referred to in Ephesians as 
a “mystery”.

Paul’s message concerning Israel is clear. God has an 
election of a remnant of Israel who will be saved with 
Gentiles, but the nation of Israel will not be saved until the 
“fulness of the Gentiles has come in.” So, which election did 
Jesus mean when He said these words in Matthew 24?  

• “And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would 
be saved;  but for the elect’s sake those days will be 
shortened.” vs 22

• “For  false christs and false prophets will rise and show 
great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the 
elect.” vs 24
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• “And He will send His angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” vs 31

This is the heart of the question we are investigating now. Will 
Jesus return for the first and second elect at the same time or 
at different times? How we answer that question will 
determine whether we are Pre, Mid or Post-Tribulationist in 
our view of the Rapture.
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Gathering The Elect

The question we are investigating concerns the identity of “the 
elect” for whose sake “those days will be shortened”? As we 
saw in our last study, Paul shared two groups of elect in 
Romans 11. The first group is called “a remnant according to 
the election of grace.” It is made up of a small number of Jews 
who will be saved along with a much larger number of 
Gentiles. The remnant of Jews are saved through the 
“election of grace” at the same time most Jews (Israel) are 
blinded from seeing that Christ is their Messiah:

What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but 
t he e lec t have ob ta ined i t , and the res t 
were blinded. Just as it is written: ‘God has given them 
a spirit of stupor, Eyes that they should not see And 
ears that they should not hear, To this very day. 
ROMANS 11:7-8
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The second group of elect is Israel, the majority of Jews 
through the centuries. They will remain blinded from the truth 
of the Gospel “until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in” 
(Romans 11:25). It is after the elect Gentiles and the elect 
remnant of Jews are saved that “all Israel will be  saved” 
(Romans 11:26). Our question concerns when Jesus Christ 
will gather His elect as He promised His disciples. Will it be 
before the Tribulation? During the Tribulation? After the 
Tribulation?

Post-Tribulationists believe Jesus was including Israel and the 
Church in His response to the disciples in Matthew 24. 
However, Pre-Tribulationists and Mid-Tribultionists believe 
Jesus was referring to Israel in Matthew 24 and that the 
“rapture” (seized, caught up) of the Church (“one new man 
from the two” of Ephesians 2) that Paul wrote about in 1 
Thessalonians 4 and 1 Corinthians 15 will be prior to the 
event Jesus described in Matthew 24 .. 
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For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes 
to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man 
be. For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will 
be gathered together. Immediately after the tribulation 
of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and 
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the 
sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. And He will send His angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather 
together His elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other … But of that day and hour no one 
knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father 
only. But as the days of Noah were,  so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be.  For as in the days 
before the flood, they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood 
came and took them all away, so also will the coming 
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of the Son of Man be.  Then two men will be in the 
field: one will be taken and the other left. Two women 
will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the 
other left.  Watch therefore, for you do not know 
what hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that if 
the master of the house had known what hour the thief 
would come, he would have watched and not allowed 
his house to be broken into.  Therefore you also be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect. MATTHEW 24:27-31, 36-44

This event appears to be similar to what the Apostle John saw 
in Revelation 19 ..

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. 
And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, 
and  in righteousness He judges and makes war. His 
eyes  were  l ike a flame of fire, and on His 
head were many crowns. He had a name written that 
no one knew except Himself. He was  clothed with a 
robe dipped in blood, and His name is called  The 
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Word of God.  And the armies in heaven,  clothed 
in  fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white 
horses. Now  out of His mouth goes a  sharp sword, 
that with it He should strike the nations. And  He 
Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself 
treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God.  And He has on His  robe and on His 
thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS. hen I saw an angel standing in the sun; and 
he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that 
fly in the midst of heaven,  ‘Come and gather together 
for the supper of the great God,  that you may eat the 
flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty 
men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, 
and the flesh of all people,  free and slave, both small 
and great. And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, 
and their armies, gathered together to make war 
against Him who sat on the horse and against His 
army. Then the beast was captured, and with him the 
false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by 
which he deceived those who received the mark of the 
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beast and those who worshiped his image. These two 
were cast alive into the lake of fire  burning with 
brimstone.  And the rest  were killed with the sword 
which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on 
the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 
REVELATION 19:11-21
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Questions for Post-Tribulationists

Something appears to be missing from the Post-Tribulationist 
view of the rapture in what we read that happens prior to 
Christ’s physical return to earth ..

And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, 
as the sound of many waters and as the sound of 
mighty thunderings, saying, ‘Alleluia! For the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give 
Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 
His wife has made herself ready.’ And  to her it was 
granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 
bright,  for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the 
saints. Then he said to me, ‘Write:  ‘Blessed are those 
who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ 
And he said to me,  ‘These are the true sayings of 
God.’ And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said 
to me,  ‘See  that you do not do that!  I am your  fellow 
servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony 
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of Jesus. Worship God! For the  testimony of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy.  REVELATION 19:6-10

It appears that the marriage supper of the Lamb will occur 
before Jesus returns to earth to establish His earthly Reign. 
Remember that riding with Jesus from Heaven to Earth will be 
the armies in heaven  “clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 
followed Him on white horses.” If that is a picture of the 
Church riding with Jesus, raised to incorruption and clothed 
with immortality as Paul described in 1 Corinthians 15, then 
how would the saints be involved in the marriage supper of 
the Lamb prior to riding with Jesus from Heaven to earth if 
they Jesus doesn’t rapture them until He’s returning physically 
to earth? 
Another question of timing is when will Christians stand before 
the Judgment Seat of Christ? The Apostle Paul wrote in 
Romans 14:10 that “we shall all stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ.” Paul described that event in more detail in his 
second letter to the Corinthians.
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So we are always confident, knowing that while we are 
at home in the body we are absent from the 
Lord.  For  we walk by faith, not by sight.  We are 
confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from 
the body and to be present with the Lord. Therefore 
we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be 
well pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
the things done in the body, according to what he has 
done, whether good or bad.  Knowing, therefore,  the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well 
known to God, and I also trust are well known in your 
consciences. 2 Corinthians 5:6-11

When do Post-Tribulationists believe Christians appear before 
the Judgment Seat of Christ? Before or after Jesus returns to 
earth?
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Timing

Timing seems to be a problem for Post-Tribulationalism and in 
favor of Pre or Mid-Tribulationalism. It would look something 
like this for Pre and Mid-Tribulationism:

• Rapture of Church 

• Judgment Seat of Christ

• Marriage of the Lamb

• Return of Christ

Here’s the problem for Post-Tribulationism:

• Return of Christ

• Rapture of Israel and Church

• Judgment Seat of Christ?

• Marriage of the Lamb?
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Pre and Mid-Tribulationism have both the Judgment Seat of 
Christ and Marriage of the Lamb occurring in Heaven prior to 
Christ’s Return. Post-Tribulationism has the Judgment Seat of 
Christ and Marriage of the Lamb occurring on earth after 
Christ’s Return, possibly during Christ’s Millennial Reign.
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We have seen several ways that Christians view future things 
(eschatology). We’ve been looking at the “timing” of Christ’s 
return and now turn to “relationships” and their impact on His 
return.
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Relationships

The Old Testament clearly states that Israel has a special 
relationship to God … Israel is God’s “wife.” 

Return, O backsliding children,’ says the Lord; for I am 
married to you.  JEREMIAH 3:14

God, through the prophet Jeremiah, made it clear that 
Israel was His wife but that she had played the harlot.
They say, ‘If a man divorces his wife, And she goes 
from him And becomes another man’s, May he return 
to her again?’ Would not that land be greatly polluted? 
But you have played the harlot with many lovers; Yet 
return to Me,’ says the Lord.  JEREMIAH 3:1 
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God continued with Jeremiah to say that He called on 
adulteress Israel to repent, but gave her a certificate of 
divorce; “yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but 
went and played the harlot also.” You may remember that God 
had allowed Assyria to capture the tribes of Israel and their 
land more than a hundred years earlier. 

God said that Judah had not turned to Him with her whole 
heart, but only in pretense. God’s call was “Return, O 
backsliding children,’ says the Lord; ‘for I am married to you.” 
Then God promised at a future time to restore to Jerusalem 
“The Throne of Lord, and all the nations will be gathered to it, 
to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem. No more will they 
follow the dictates of their evil hearts. In those days the house 
of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall 
come together out of the land of  the north to  the land that I 
have given as an inheritance to your fathers.” (Jeremiah 
3:6-18)
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The prophet Isaiah wrote something similar concerning God 
being the Husband of Israel:

Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed; Neither be 
disgraced, for you will not be put to shame; For you 
will forget the shame of your youth, And will not 
remember the reproach of your widowhood anymore. 
For your Maker  is  your husband, The  Lord  of 
hosts  is  His name; And your Redeemer  is  the Holy 
One of Israel; He is called the God of the whole earth. 
For the  Lord  has called you Like a woman forsaken 
and grieved in spirit, Like a youthful wife when you 
were refused,’ Says your God. For a mere moment I 
have forsaken you, But with great mercies I will gather 
you. With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a 
moment; But with everlasting kindness I will have 
mercy on you,’ Says the  Lord, your Redeemer.  
ISAIAH 54:4-8
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What we see here is that Israel/Judah will be the restored wife 
of God during Christ’s Millennial Reign on earth. So, what 
about the Marriage and Marriage Supper of the Lamb 
described in Revelation 19 as happening in Heaven before 
Christ returns to earth to establish His Millennial Reign?

The Apostle Paul helps us with this in his letter to the 
Ephesians:

Wives,  submit to your own husbands, as to the 
Lord.  For  the husband is head of the wife, as 
also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior 
of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to 
Christ, so  let  the wives  be  to their own husbands  in 
everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
also loved the church and gave Himself for her,  that 
He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of 
water  by the word,  that He might present her to 
Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing, but that she should be holy and 
without blemish. So husbands ought to love their own 
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wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves 
himself.  For no one ever hated his own flesh, but 
nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does  the 
church. For we are members of His body, of His flesh 
and of His bones.  ‘For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
the  two shall become one flesh.’ This is a great 
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 
Nevertheless  let each one of you in particular so love 
his own wife as himself, and let the wife  see  that 
she respects her husband.  EPHESIANS 5:22-33

Jesus gave Paul many mysteries to reveal and one of them is 
about a special relationship the Lord has with the Church. 
Paul explained it in light of a husband’s love for his wife and a 
wife’s respect for her husband. Paul reached back to Genesis 
2:23-24 and revealed that this was looking forward to the 
relationship Christ would have with the Church. 
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For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of 
His bones.  ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
the  two shall become one flesh.’ This is a great 
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the 
church. 

Paul wrote something extraordinary about his calling by Christ 
to betroth the Church as a “chaste virgin” to Christ. Paul 
reached back yet again to the early verses of Genesis:

Oh, that you would bear with me in a little  folly—and 
indeed you do bear with me. For I am  jealous for you 
with godly jealousy. For  I have betrothed you to one 
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to 
Christ.  But I fear, lest somehow, as  the serpent 
deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be 
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he 
who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have 
not preached, or  if you receive a different spirit which 
you have not received, or a different gospel which you 



God’s Judgment How It Works  of 117 121

have not accepted—you may well put up with it!   2 
CORINTHIANS 11:1-4

One other key note about relationships is how God will bring 
everything together in the end.

Then I,  John, saw  the holy city, New Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud 
voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold,  the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they 
shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and 
be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes;  there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 
nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former 
things have passed away.’ Then He who sat on the 
throne said,   Behold, I make all things new.” And He 
said  to me, “Write, for  these words are true and 
faithful’ … Then one of the seven angels who had the 
seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to 
me and talked with me, saying, ‘Come, I will show 
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you  the  bride, the Lamb’s wife.’ And he carried me 
away  in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and 
showed me  the  great city, the  holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from God, having the glory 
of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal.  Also she had a great 
and high wall with  twelve gates, and twelve angels at 
the gates, and names written on them, which are  the 
names  of the twelve tribes of the children of 
Israel:  three gates on the east, three gates on the 
north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the 
west.  REVELATION 21:2-5, 9-13

We see the Lamb’s wife in the New Jerusalem. It will contain 
all those who God has redeemed through the ages. Jews and 
Gentiles together forever in God’s House. And below them will 
be the the nations of the saved, along with the kings of the 
earth who will “bring their glory and honor into it” (Revelation 
21:24). The only people allowed into the great City will be 
“those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life” (Revelation 
21:27).
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Revelation ends in an interesting way with an emphasis on 
the Bride of Christ. 

And the Spirit and  the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him 
who hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. 
Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.  
REVELATION 22:17

The relationships we find in Scripture between God and His 
people are intimate and will last forever.
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Conclusion

I’ve studied this question of the timing of Christ’s Return to 
earth for more than 50 years and the Pre-Tribulation or Mid-
Tribulation Views seem to work best with the Scriptures that 
address the subject. That is not to say there are not good 
students and teachers with other views. I’m presenting what 
seems best based on my study. I hope you will be 
encouraged to do your own study and confirm your beliefs 
based on the Word of God rightly divided.
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Next eBook

We will look at the meaning of “the day of the Lord” in the next 
part of our special series “God’s Judgment: How It Works.”
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