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Introduction

We hear the words justice and injustice used every day in the 
media, online and in private and group conversations. I 
wonder if we know what the words mean? Do we know the 
difference between human ideas of justice and injustice and 
God’s idea of justice and injustice? There is a big difference 
and it’s one we should know and understand. I’ll explain why 
as we move through this new series.

Many people who espouse human justice don’t believe in the 
existence of God. They believe that human justice is all that 
exists. If that’s true, that God does not exist, then what 
humans believe about justice becomes little more than a 
compilation of opposing views with limited importance. I say 
limited importance for a couple of reasons:

1. Importance of a particular view is limited to the group that 
believes it. If human opinion is the highest view on the 
planet, then any human’s opinion is included in that 
category of the highest view. That means every group’s 
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view about justice carries the same weight as any other 
group since every human’s view is the highest view. I 
realize that human opinions can be weaponized by 
power groups to appear more powerful than other 
opinions, but even that display of power is limited. Once 
another power group takes control, the opinions of the 
previous power group don’t matter. That fact has a long 
history in the story of human opinion and power.

2. The importance of a particular view is limited to the 
lifetime of human members of a group with opinions 
about justice and injustice. If God does not exist, then a 
person’s opinion dies when they die. There is no 
importance in what someone believes beyond the grave. 
Even if people write or record their opinions, once they 
die it’s just the opinions of dead people. What does it 
matter if there is no life after death? Powerful people die 
and someone else assumes power. Often times with the 
assumption of power come radical changes in human 
opinion. The story goes on and on and has no particular 
lasting result. Results are fleeting and often change with 
the whim of a new power.
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However, if God does exist and is the eternal God of the 
Bible, then His views on justice and injustice carry inestimable 
weight. The God of the Bible is the Necessary Being, whereas 
all humans are contingent beings. Their lives are contingent 
on the One Who is Necessary. If God exists, then what He 
thinks about anything is the highest view about those things. 
What humans think about anything is far below the thinking of 
God. If the God of the Bible exists, then what He thinks about 
justice and injustice is established in His eternal character and 
has eternal consequences for all humans. In what do humans 
base their opinions about justice and injustice? Their wisdom, 
knowledge, strength, numerical advantage? Does the basis 
for human opinion compare well with God’s eternal character? 
His wisdom, His knowledge, His strength, His advantage? 
That is an important question we will address in this series.
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Position and Purpose

It is my position that the God of the Bible does exist. I realize 
some readers may have a different view. If you are one of 
them, I invite you to visit our companion blog Faith & Self 
Defense. We have hundreds of articles and eBooks that will 
direct you to the reasons why I take the position I do about the 
existence of God. I was an atheist before investigating the 
evidences for the existence of God, so what is written there 
may be of some help to anyone seeking answers to their 
questions.

The purpose of this series is to become a companion to our 
series on God’s Judgment: How It Works. We started that 
series more than two years ago and it is ongoing here on the 
GraceLife Blog. So far, we’ve published two free eBooks from 
the series. If you haven’t read the series yet, you can catch up 
by reading those eBooks here and here. Once you’ve caught 
up, you will find new studies published every few months. 
Hopefully, you will have time to read both series together. 
Here’s why I say that.

https://faithandselfdefense.com/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/
https://gracelifethoughts.com/2019/01/03/gods-judgment-how-it-works-part-1/
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/gods-judgment-how-it-works-part-1.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/gods-judgment-how-it-works-part-2.pdf
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Justice and Judgment

God’s Judgment is based on His Justice and the injustice of 
humanity. Human justice is challenged by the fact that 
humans have biases and prejudices and are sinners by 
nature. God has no biases or prejudices. His nature is 
Perfection and Purity. He’s God.

The word prejudice means ‘pre-judging.’ Oxford Languages 
defines prejudice as “preconceived opinion that is not based 
on reason or actual experience.” Human societies are filled 
with examples of pre-juding people because of preconceived 
opinions that are not based on reason or actual experience. 
God is not like humans. His judgments are based on what’s 
true and real. He is Truth and Reality.
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A simple definition for justice is “just behavior or treatment” 
(Oxford Languages). Other definitions include:

• fair treatment

• the quality of being fair or just

• moral rightness

• the attainment of what is just, especially that which is fair, 
moral, right, merited, or in accordance with law

“in accordance with law” .. that’s an interesting phrase. We 
think of justice as being beliefs that are true and have 
standing in legal codes. Who determines what laws have 
standing in legal codes? Humans do. Those same people with 
personal biases, prejudices and a sin nature.

Don’t get me wrong. People often do the best they can to 
come up with laws that have the quality of being fair and just 
and include moral rightness. However, how can people who 
are opinionated, biased, prejudiced and sinful build a legal 
system that is fair to everyone? If we’re all honest, we should 
see that several thousand years of human existence is proof 
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we can’t build a system of justice that is fair to everyone. 
Why? Because the human race has a fatal flaw — the sin 
nature. We’ll learn more about that flaw and how God offers to 
fix it it as our series develops in the coming months.

No matter what name we give to our idea of justice, it is just 
that — our idea of justice, our opinions based on our 
prejudices. If there’s no God, then one person’s idea about 
justice is just as valid as another person’s idea about justice. 
However, if God exists then we may be on to something that 
will open the door to real justice.
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Justice and the Church

Finally, brethren, whatever things are  true, whatever 
things  are  noble, whatever things  are  just,  whatever 
things  are  pure, whatever things  are  lovely, whatever 
things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there 
is  anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 
PHILIPPIANS 4:8

When it comes to justice and the Church I am both hopeful 
and discouraged. I am hopeful because everything we need 
to know about real justice is available to members of the 
Church, the Body of Christ. I am discouraged because many 
church leaders and members are not availing themselves of 
God’s Truth about justice. Instead, they are looking to the 
world for guidance about justice. That is a HUGE mistake. It’s 
never good for God’s people to get their cues about such 
important subjects from an unbelieving world.
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As I mentioned, the human race has a fatal flaw and church 
leaders and members who look to human answers to 
questions about reality (instead of God’s answers) will find 
themselves in a philosophical, sociological and theological 
hole too deep to climb out. They will find themselves trapped 
in a position opposed to the God they believe they love and 
serve.

The Church has the answer to the world’s questions about 
and problems with justice. However, the answer is only 
correct if it aligns with what God says is true justice. God is 
going to judge the world in the end, so we need to make sure 
we are giving the world the right information about how God 
views justice and injustice.

I’ve been involved in church communities for more than 70 
years, 50+ as a Christian. I’ve seen and heard all kinds of 
ideas from church leaders and members about justice. Much 
of what I’ve seen and heard concerns outcomes and results. 
Is that the best way to determine whether something is just, 
fair and morally right? Is it possible that humans could come 
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up with social justice systems that produce outcomes and 
results that have an appearance of justice but fail in being true 
justice as God defines it? If they (the world) can, what does 
that say about churches that gauge their success in being just 
on outcomes and results of various social justice programs 
promoted by the world? Are church justice programs different 
than the world’s justice programs simply because one’s a 
church and the other is not? Or might we be missing 
something here?

I think we Christians are missing something and my prayer is 
we can find out what that is together. I hope you will join me 
on this journey to discover the truth about God’s Justice and 
How It Works.
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Chapter One

What is justice? How do we know if a thought, opinion or 
action is just? We hear calls for justice every day, but what is 
it? We hear people cry out against injustice, but what is that?
The issue of justice and injustice is being heard loud and 
often, but do people really know what they want? Do people 
know what true justice would look like if they received it? 
Would people like what they received if they received true 
justice?

I think we might be surprised by the reality and identity of true 
justice, which is why we decided to present this new series. If 
you haven’t read the introduction, please read it here [LINK]. I 
think it will help you understand why we’re looking into the 
subject of justice. Also, this series about God’s Justice is a 
companion to our series on God’s Judgment. If you haven ‘t 
yet read that series, you can start here. As of the publication 
of this study, we have 12 parts in the series on God’s 
Judgment. We also have eBooks from that series you can 
read here and here.

https://gracelifethoughts.com/2019/01/03/gods-judgment-how-it-works-part-1/
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/gods-judgment-how-it-works-part-1.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/gods-judgment-how-it-works-part-2.pdf
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The Beginning of Justice

I find it helpful when trying to understand something to begin 
at the beginning. What is the beginning of justice? It’s 
obviously of great importance to people, so where did it 
begin?

Justice begins with God. Here’s how Moses explained it to the 
children of Israel:

For I proclaim the name of the Lord: Ascribe greatness 
to our God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all 
His ways  are  justice, A God of truth and  without 
i n j u s t i c e ; R i g h t e o u s a n d u p r i g h t  i s  H e . 
DEUTERONOMY 32:3-4

What God thinks about justice and injustice is established in 
His eternal character. Moses wrote that God is great, perfect 
and all His ways are justice. He is a God of truth and without 
injustice. God is righteous and upright. All of these character 
qualities of God are eternal and will be forever true. There is 
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not now nor ever will be a moment when God is not just in all 
His ways. We can depend on that to be true and everlasting.
That means God was just and true and without injustice when 
He created the world. God was perfect, righteous and upright 
when He created the first humans. Justice existed on earth 
from the beginning.

How did God reveal justice to our first parents? When He told 
them what He wanted them to do.

Then God blessed them, and God said to them,  ‘Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 
air, and over every living thing that  moves on the 
earth. And God said, ‘See, I have given you every 
herb  that  yields seed which  is  on the face of all the 
earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it 
shall be for food. Also, to every beast of the earth, to 
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on 
the earth, in which  there is  life,  I have given every 
green herb for food. GENESIS 1:28-29
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Justice begins when the Just God commands. To disobey the 
command of the Just God is injustice. We see that clearly in 
God’s special command to Adam:

And the  Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of 
every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die. 
GENESIS 2:16-17

Was God just and right in commanding Adam not to eat fruit 
from a particular tree? Of course He was just and right. God is 
the Creator and has the right to command the humans He 
created. Whatever God commands is just and right because 
He is perfect and all His ways are justice. He is a God of truth 
and without injustice.
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What we find in Genesis 1 and 2 is the beginning of justice 
and it is based on God’s command, His Word. Justice is not 
based in the opinions of human beings, no matter how good 
they may sound. All justice comes from the Just God in whom 
there is no injustice.
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The Outcome of Justice

People often speak about the outcomes of justice as if true 
justice can be judged on the results that come from the 
opinions and actions of created beings. The original outcome 
of true justice was death — “for in the day that you eat of 
it  you shall surely  die.” God told Adam that the outcome 
(result) of disobeying His command would be Adam’s death.

Death is more than separation from physical life. It is also 
separation from spiritual life and the God of life. Was God just 
and right in telling Adam that disobeying Him would lead to his 
physical and spiritual separation (death)? Of course He was. 
God is perfect and all His ways are just. He is a God of truth 
and without injustice.
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I mentioned in the Introduction to this series that the human 
race has a fatal flaw. We see that flaw in Genesis 3 ..

So when the woman  saw that the tree was good for 
food, that it  was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree 
desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he 
ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves  coverings. 
GENESIS 3:6-7

Our first parents committed an unrighteous act — they 
disobeyed God’s command. God is just and true and to 
disobey His command is injustice and wrong. We should get 
some clue to that from the name of the tree — the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. What is good according to the 
context? Obeying God. What is evil according to the context? 
Disobeying God. Sounds simple enough, but the outcome of 
disobedience is complicated.
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Our first parents knew they had messed up as soon as they 
both ate fruit from the forbidden tree. “Then the eyes of both 
of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked.” 
They quickly grabbed some fig leaves that were nearby and 
“made themselves coverings.” How Adam and Eve reacted to 
eating the forbidden fruit tells us something about the nature 
of justice and injustice. Whatever they did up until that 
moment was part of just living. They lived justly and rightly 
before God. They weren’t ashamed of being naked (Genesis 
2:25) because they hadn’t done anything wrong. They were 
living in obedience to His command. All was right in their 
world. However, as soon as they both ate of the forbidden fruit 
and their eyes were opened they covered their nakedness. 
Why? “… they knew that they were  naked.” Remember the 
name of the tree? It wasn’t just the tree of good and evil .. it 
was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Knowledge 
of good and evil is a key to understanding justice and 
injustice.
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Adam and Eve immediately came face to face with the 
outcome of knowing good and evil. They knew that God was 
good and what they had done was evil. They knew He was 
right and they were wrong and looked for a way to cover up 
what they had done.

So, how does a righteous, just God respond? This is 
important to understand because it goes to the heart of God’s 
justice and how it works. Three of God’s creatures discovered 
how God deals with injustice and what they learned passes 
through all of human history directly to us today.

We first have the serpent (Satan).

So the  Lord God said to the serpent: ‘Because you 
have done this, You  are  cursed more than all cattle, 
And more than every beast of the field; On your belly 
you shall go, And  you shall eat dust All the days of 
your life. And I will put enmity Between you and the 
woman, And between  your seed and  her Seed; He 
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shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.’ 
GENESIS 3:14-15

Notice that in cursing the serpent we learn about something 
God already had planned. “I will put enmity Between you and 
the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall 
bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” God was 
explaining a permanent and eternal correction to the problem 
Satan had caused. The correction would come through God’s 
Son, Jesus Christ.

He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned 
from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested,  that He might destroy the works of 
the devil. 1 JOHN 3:8

We’ll get into that in more depth as our series develops, but 
just know that God’s Son plays a significant role in God’s 
justice and how it works.

God then spoke to the woman.
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To the woman He said: ‘I will greatly multiply your 
sorrow and your conception; In pain you shall bring 
forth children; Your desire shall be  for your husband, 
And he shall rule over you.’ GENESIS 3:16

God finished by talking directly to Adam, the first human God 
had commanded not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.

Then to Adam He said,   ‘Because you have heeded 
the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of 
which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of 
it’: ‘Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall 
eat  of  it All the days of your life. Both thorns and 
thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the 
herb of the field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat 
bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you 
were taken; For dust you  are, And  to dust you shall 
return. GENESIS 3:17-19
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And there you have it: “Till you return to the ground, For out of 
it you were taken; For dust you  are, And  to dust you shall 
return.” God told Adam he would “surely die” if he ate fruit 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and returning 
to ground and turning back into dust is how He described the 
consequence of death. Why dust?

And the  Lord  God formed man  of  the  dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and man became a living being. GENESIS 2:7

Adam started as dust and would turn to dust. Why? Because 
the God who breathed the breath of life into Adam would take 
that breath away and the outcome of God’s justice would be 
Adam returning to the ground and turning back into dust.
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Punishment and Promise

However, and this is an important however, even as God 
delivered judicial punishment to our first parents for 
disobeying His command, He also gave them a gracious 
promise. I say gracious because they didn’t deserve what He 
promised them.

God promised that the Seed of the woman would bruise 
(destroy) the head of the seed of the serpent, and the seed of 
the serpent would bruise the heel of the Seed of the woman. 
We know that to be the first prophecy about the atoning death 
of God’s Son on the Cross.

God also did something else that was both just and loving, but 
before I tell you what that was let’s look at what I just said.
God did something that was both just and loving.
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That’s another important aspect of God’s justice and how it 
works. Many people think it’s either/or .. justice or love. The 
fact is that God can be just and loving at the same time. 
That’s a tough one for many people to grasp about God 
because of how they view His justice and judgment. Here’s an 
example of how it works.

• God commanded Adam not to eat of the fruit of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil on the penalty of 
death.

• Adam ate of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.

• Adam’s eye were open and he and his wife grabbed 
some fig leaves to cover their nakedness.

• God’s justice demanded He punish our first parents and 
that they die.

• God’s justice made a way for our first parents and their 
descendants to be with God forever after they died.

• God demonstrated His justice and the promise of life by 
clothing Adam and Eve with tunics of animal skins.
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• God demonstrated His justice and protection by 
removing Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden so 
they would not eat from the tree of life and be separated 
from God forever.

What we see in Genesis 3 is quite remarkable when we view 
the events through the lens of God’s justice. Remember what 
Moses wrote about God’s justice? 

“A of God truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is 
He.”

That means everything God did in response to Adam and 
Eve’s disobedience was righteous and just. God’s justice 
includes other attributes of His character including love, mercy 
and grace. We’ll see all of those unfold as our study 
continues.
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Chapter Two

JUSTICE!
INJUSTICE!

Crowds of angry people cry out for justice because of 
perceived injustice. What are we to think about all of this? 
What should we do?

I agree with many other Christians that we should do 
something, but where to begin and what’s the goal? I think we 
first need to know what’s true and what’s not true about 
justice and injustice. In the last chapter we looked at the 
following:

• The Beginning of Justice

• The Outcome of Justice

• Punishment and Promise
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We saw how God gave our first parents one simple command 
to obey on the penalty of death if they disobeyed. They 
disobeyed and eventually died physically (dust to dust), but 
they also experienced spiritual death — separation from God 
— immediately.

Was God just to do what He said He would do? Absolutely! 
God had every right to establish the rules because He is the 
Creator of the universe and all life. The rules were not difficult 
for the first humans to understand (don’t eat the fruit from one 
tree in the garden), but they chose to broke the rules. God 
had every right to enforce the rules because He is the 
Sovereign of His Creation. God was the one Being in a 
position to both establish and enforce the rules (law). The fact 
that He did enforce the rules He established is how justice 
works.
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However, and this is important, God the Lawgiver also 
engaged in mercy toward the lawbreakers. Though Adam and 
Eve broke the Law of God (don’t eat) and God rightly 
enforced the Law, He also introduced Mercy as part of His 
expression of justice:

• God said the Seed of the woman would destroy the seed 
of the serpent, while the seed of the serpent would bruise 
the heel of the Seed of the woman (Jesus Christ – 
Mercy).

• God clothed the nakedness of Adam and Eve with tunics 
made from the skins of animals (blood atonement – 
Mercey).

• God removed Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden 
so they could not eat fruit from the tree of life, “and eat, 
and live forever. He placed cherubim at the east end of 
the Garden of Eden, and a flaming sword the turned in all 
directions to guard the way to the tree of life (spiritual 
protection – Mercy).
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That’s just the first three chapters of Genesis and we’ve 
barely scratched the surface on the topic of justice and 
injustice. Buckle up because things are just getting started.
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Family Justice

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and 
bore  Cain, and said, ‘I have acquired a man from 
the Lord.’ Then she bore again, this time his brother 
Abel. GENESIS 4:1-2

Adam and Eve traveled some distance from the Garden of 
Eden and set up their new home. It wasn’t long before Eve 
was pregnant with her first child .. the very first human being 
born on earth. They named the little boy Cain and Eve said, “I 
have acquired a man from the Lord.” The name Cain in 
Hebrew means acquired. It may be that Eve believed she had 
acquired the promise God had made that her “seed” that 
would destroy the seed of the serpent. Eve conceived again 
and had another little boy and named him Abel. The name 
Abel (hāḇel in Hebrew) is similar to the word hebel in Hebrew, 
which means breath or vapor. It may have had some special 
significance to Adam and Eve about the brevity or vanity of 
life. Solomon used the same word (hā-ḇel) in Ecclesiastes 2:1 
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that is translated vanity. We know from the penalties for their 
disobedience (Genesis 3:16-19), life had its challenges.
The scene is set. Adam and Eve and two sons — the 
beginning of family justice.

The story jumps ahead many years to when the two boys 
were adults. Abel was a keeper of sheep and Cain was a tiller 
of the ground. Both men brought offerings to the Lord.
Let’s stop right there for a minute. What’s that all about? Why 
would members of the first human family bring offerings to 
God?

The Hebrew word for offering is minchah and means “tribute.” 
The offering Abel made to God is called a sacrifice in 
Hebrews 11:4. This goes back to what God said and did in the 
Garden of Eden after Adam and Eve disobeyed Him. God’s 
justice was tempered with mercy and the offering/sacrifice 
was part of God’s merciful justice. God promised that the 
Seed of the woman would one day destroy the seed of the 
serpent (Satan). God also clothed Adam and Eve with tunics 
made from the skins of animals (blood sacrifice). The offering 
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that Abel and Cain brought to the Lord was part of God’s 
merciful justice. Their parents, Adam and Eve, would have 
taught them how to bring the appropriate offering to God. This 
is important to note because sacrificial offerings to God play 
an important role in God’s justice throughout the Bible.

Back to our story. Cain and Abel brought their offerings to 
God. Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground. Abel 
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. God 
respected Abel and his offering, but did not respect Cain and 
his offering. This made Cain very angry and it changed his 
countenance (face – pānāw) fell.

We don’t know what kind of emotions Adam and Eve may 
have felt about God’s justice when they disobeyed Him in the 
Garden of Eden, but we do know that the first person born on 
earth experienced the emotion of anger (to burn with anger – 
charah). Why was Cain angry? He knew how to bring an 
offering to God. He had probably done it many times before 
and had seen his parents do it. So, why the anger and how 
did Cain know God did not respect (to gaze – shaah) the 
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offering? We’re not told specifically, but since the Hebrew 
word used for respect means “to gaze,” there was apparently 
a sign God gave whether He gazed on (respected) the 
offering.

The New Testament gives us some insight into problems with 
Cain’s offering.

By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice 
than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he 
was righteous, God testifying of his gifts. Hebrews 
11:4

For this is the message that you heard from the 
beginning,  that we should love one another,  not 
as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his 
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his 
works were evil and his brother’s righteous. 1 John 
3:11-12



God’s Justice How It Works  of 38 147

Woe to them! For they have gone in the way  of 
Cain,  have run greedily in the error of Balaam for 
profit, and perished  in the rebellion of Korah. Jude 
1:11

What was the “way of Cain?” Cain was a murderer. He 
murdered his brother.

Now Cain  talked with Abel his brother; and it came to 
pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother and killed him. GENESIS 4:8

How did Cain go from making an offering to God to murdering 
his brother? That seems like a huge jump for anyone to make, 
but it’s not. People do the same thing today. They act one 
way, but react another way when they don’t get their way.

The offering was God’s choice to respect or not respect. 
That’s how God’s justice works. Humans don’t decide what 
God respects or doesn’t respect. God does. He’s perfect and 
righteous. People are fatally flawed.
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Cain’s experience is like the experience of so many people 
through history. Those who believe in God’s existence, like 
Cain, often don’t like God’s decisions. Why? Because people 
have their own ideas about justice and injustice. God 
demanded righteous offerings. Abel made a righteous 
offering. God respected that. Cain’s offering was not 
righteous. God didn’t respect that. God’s choice, not Cain’s. 
Cain should have respected God enough to go to Him in 
prayer and ask for forgiveness and guidance to make a 
righteous offering God would respect, but he didn’t. God went 
to Cain.
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Enter God’s Mercy

So the  Lord  said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry? And 
why has your countenance fallen?  If you do well, will 
you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin 
lies at the door. And its desire  is for you, but you 
should rule over it. GENESIS 4:6-7

God gave Cain an opportunity to change his thinking 
(repentance). God promised Cain that if he did well (to be 
good — yatab) God would accept (lifted, exalted — seeth) 
him (forgiveness and acceptance). However, if Cain did not do 
well, sin (stray from right path — chatta’ah) was lying at his 
door and its desire (longing — teshuqah) was for him. God 
told Cain that he should rule (have dominion, reign, rule — 
mashal) over the sinful desire he felt. (This is the first time that 
the word sin is used in the Bible.)
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God told Cain that the anger he felt toward his brother was 
wrong and that he should repent and do what was right. 
That’s justice. God also told Cain that He would accept Cain if 
he did what was right. That’s merciful justice. God was the 
only one who could grant that to Cain and He did.

This is what people in our world need to understand about 
God. If they repent and obey God’s command, they will be 
accepted. That’s been true since the beginning and is still true 
today. God’s command about offerings He would and would 
not accept was His to make. Whatever God determine was 
right was right. Abel understood God’s justice and did what 
was right in God’s sight (gaze). Cain either didn’t understand 
or didn’t like God’s justice and did what was not right in God’s 
sight. God didn’t respect Cain’s offering, which caused Cain to 
get angry.
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Cain, like so many people today, think their way is the right 
way and anything that doesn’t agree with their idea is unjust. 
We see that in so many of the cries for justice today. Their 
ideas about justice collide with God’s idea about justice. 
People often get very angry when that happens and they 
often do the same thing Cain did.

Now Cain  talked with Abel his brother; and it came to 
pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother and killed him. GENESIS 4:8

Cain decided to get his own brand of justice. He rose up and 
killed his brother. The first murder on earth. It set up a 
showdown of sorts — human justice vs. God’s Justice. Who 
do you think won that match?

Then the  Lord  said to Cain, ‘Where  is  Abel your 
brother?’ He said,  ‘I do not know. Am  I my brother’s 
keeper?’ And He said, ‘What have you done? The 
voice of your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the 
ground. So now you are cursed from the earth, which 
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has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood 
from your hand. When you till the ground, it shall no 
longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a 
vagabond you shall be on the earth.’ And Cain said to 
the  Lord, ‘My  punishment  is  greater than I can 
bear! Surely You have driven me out this day from the 
face of the ground; I shall be hidden from Your face; I 
shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it 
will happen that anyone who finds me will kill me.’ And 
the  Lord  said to him,  ‘Therefore, whoever kills Cain, 
vengeance shall be taken on him  sevenfold.’ And 
the Lord set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him 
should kill him. GENESIS 4:9-15

As we suspected, God won. Abel’s blood cried out to God 
from the ground and God confronted it with His brand of 
justice. This is where justice and judgment intersect. The real 
injustice was what Cain did to his brother. Abel was righteous 
in God’s sight. Cain was unrighteous in God’s sight. God had 
given Cain a way out of his problem, but Cain chose to do 
what was right in his eyes.
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So, God the Righteous Judge cursed Cain. Cain understood 
that God’s justice was “punishment” (punishment for iniquity 
— avon) for what he had done, but he didn’t like the outcome. 
“My punishment is greater than I can bear!” Notice that Cain 
wasn’t sorry for what he had done to his brother, but was 
worried that he would be killed because of his killing Abel. 
Cain may have worried that his father come after him or 
maybe one of his other siblings. That’s often what we see with 
people who cry out about injustice. They care about their own 
wellbeing first and foremost.

Again we see God’s Merciful Justice. God set a mark on Cain 
so anyone who thought about killing him would know that 
“vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” From what we 
know about the history of Cain’s descendants, nobody killed 
Cain. The story of what God had said to Cain was well know 
within the family of Cain. Cain had a great-great-great-
grandson who was pretty arrogant when it came to God’s 
justice and his own brand of human justice.
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“Then Lamech said to his wives: ‘Adah and Zillah, 
hear my voice; Wives of Lamech, listen to my speech! 
For I have  killed a man for wounding me, Even a 
young man  for hurting me. If Cain shall be avenged 
sevenfold, Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.” 
GENESIS 4:23-24
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Chapter Three

How is justice supposed to work? People cry out for justice, 
but do they know what they’re asking to happen? Does justice 
have an end game? I think the answer is yes or no based on 
how we define justice. Here’s why I say that.
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A New Name For Justice

In the last chapter we saw how human justice squared off on 
Divine Justice. It didn’t turn out well for the human side. Cain, 
the first human born on earth, killed his brother, the second 
human born on earth. God banished Cain and Abel was dead. 
Cain was afraid someone would kill him, so God placed a 
mark on Cain so that no one would do that to him. Cain “went 
out from the presence of the Lord” and built a city, probably 
for protection (Genesis 4:16-17). We saw the arrogance of 
Cain’s great-great-great-grandson who mocked God’s justice. 
As we’ll see later in this study, human justice did not fare well 
at all.

So, what about God’s justice on earth? It got a new name.

And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son 
and named him Seth, ‘For God has appointed another 
seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.’ And as 
for Seth,  to him also a son was born; and he named 
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him Enosh. Then men began  to call on the name of 
the Lord. GENESIS 4:25-26

Remember God’s promise that the Seed of the woman would 
destroy the seed of the serpent? The Seed of God’s Justice 
would come from the lineage of Seth and Enosh.

Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty 
years of age, being (as was supposed)  the  son of 
Joseph … the son  of Enosh,  the son  of Seth,  the 
son of Adam, the son of God. LUKE 3:23, 38

Why did men begin to call on the name of the Lord? Because 
God chose Seth to be the man through whom He would 
introduce the last Adam: “And so it is written,  ‘The first man 
Adam became a living being. The last Adam became a life-
giving spirit” (1 Corinthians 15:45). The last Adam is Christ 
Jesus, the promised Seed of God’s Justice.



God’s Justice How It Works  of 50 147

While Seth is a great name, it’s not the name I had in mind for 
Justice. The lineage of Seth didn’t end up much better than 
Cain’s. Here’s where their descendants landed several 
hundred years later …

Then  the  Lord  saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the 
t h o u g h t s o f h i s h e a r t  w a s  o n l y 
evil  continually. And  the  Lord was sorry that He had 
made man on the earth, and  He was grieved in 
His heart. So the Lord said, ‘I will destroy man whom I 
have created from the face of the earth, both man and 
beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry 
that I have made them. GENESIS 6:5-7

That doesn’t sound good. The human way of thinking went in 
the only direction it can without God’s help — “the wickedness 
of man was  great in the earth, and  that  every  intent  of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” We see this a 
few verses later:
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The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth 
was  filled with violence.  So God  looked upon the 
earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for  all flesh had 
corrupted their way on the earth. GENESIS 6:11-12

What’s God going to do? Humanity is corrupt and filled with 
violence. The wickedness of man was great in the earth and 
every intent of the thoughts of humans was only evil 
continually. God is righteous and just. Humans rejected their 
Creator and treated God as if He didn’t exist. Is it any wonder 
that God would want to destroy humans from the face of the 
earth? God would certainly be just in wiping all life off the 
planet. That’s Divine Justice. Human justice failed miserably. 
Injustice was the norm on earth.

But Noah  found grace in the eyes of the  Lord. 
GENESIS 6:8
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The new name for justice on earth would come from God’s 
Grace through a man named Noah. His name means “rest, 
comfort.” Noah’s father gave him the name because 
“This one will comfort us concerning our work and the toil of 
our hands, because of the ground which the Lord has cursed” 
(Genesis 5:29).

Noah’s name has a deep meaning for our understanding 
about God’s Justice. Divine Justice is intended to bring rest, 
comfort and peace to humanity. We see that throughout the 
Bible and will touch on some of it during this series.

Humans believe their ideas of justice will do the same thing, 
but it doesn’t. Human justice ends up in the same bad place 
every time. Why? Because of the fatal flaw that every human 
being experiences.
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Most of us remember the story of Noah and the Flood. We 
know that God directed Noah to build an ark and prepare it for 
the most amazing journey any human had ever been on 
before. God was going to destroy the earth with water and 
that great flood of water would kill almost every human on 
earth .. everyone except Noah, his wife, their three sons and 
their sons’ wives. Eight people would live while everyone else 
would die.

Does that sound just to you? Many people answer an 
emphatic NO to the question. They do not believe God had 
the right to flood the world and kill all but eight humans on the 
planet. My response is simple. Why not? It’s God’s planet. 
Why didn’t God have the right to destroy humanity that He 
created from the face of the earth?
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My question is often met with this response: “God’s evil!” 
“That’s injustice!” Really? God’s evil because humans have 
disobeyed His command to worship and obey the God who 
created them? God’s is not just because He wants to right the 
great wrong humans have perpetrated on earth through their 
wickedness and violence?

That seems like a very weak response to a simple question. 
God told the first humans not to eat fruit from a particular tree, 
but they did it anyway. God told Cain not to kill his brother, but 
Cain did it anyway. God told humans to bring Him righteous 
offerings, but they didn’t. God told humans to worship Him, 
but they didn’t. Humans had one intent and that was to do evil 
all the time. That’s the outcome of human justice. It always 
becomes injustice. Why? Because of the fatal flaw.

God had every right, in fact He had a righteous obligation, to 
destroy everyone on earth. That’s the outcome of Divine 
Justice. However, remember Mercy? That’s what we see in 
God’s final response. He tempers judgment with mercy: “But 
Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”
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One other note about God’s mercy .. He gave the human race 
120 years to repent of their sin against God and each other: 
“And the  Lord  said,  “My Spirit shall not  strive with man 
forever,  for he  is  indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one 
hundred and twenty years” (Genesis 6:3). Again we see Noah 
who the Bible calls “a preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 
2:5). Noah preached and built an ark for a hundred years, 
plenty of time for people to repent of their sin against God. 
They didn’t repent and God covered them with water until they 
all died, except for the preacher of righteousness and his 
family.
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A New Covenant For Justice

The flood waters eventually subsided and Noah and his family 
left the Ark and stepped on dry ground. Noah set up an altar 
and re-established offerings and worship to God. It had been 
a long time since humans had done that and God liked it so 
much that He made a covenant promise to Noah and his 
family and their descendants.

And the  Lord  smelled  a soothing aroma. Then 
the Lord said in His heart, ‘I will never again curse the 
ground for man’s sake, although the  imagination of 
man’s heart  is  evil from his youth;  nor will I again 
destroy every living thing as I have done. While the 
earth  remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold and heat, 
Winter and summer, And  day and night Shall not 
cease. GENESIS 8:21-22
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The covenant God made with Noah and his family also 
included a new rule of justice that addressed the violence that 
was at the heart of man’s wickedness before the Flood:

So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to 
them:  ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. And 
the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every 
beast of the earth, on every bird of the air, on all that 
move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They 
are given into your hand. Every moving thing that lives 
shall be food for you. I have given you all things, even 
as the green herbs. But you shall not eat flesh with its 
life,  that is,  its blood. Surely for your lifeblood I will 
demand a reckoning;  from the hand of every beast I 
will require it, and  from the hand of man. From the 
hand of every man’s brother I will require the life of 
man. ‘Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood 
shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man. 
GENESIS 9:1-6
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Let’s pause here for a moment. This is HUGE! We’re already 
said that God as the Creator of life was just in taking life away 
from humans, but now we see God sharing that Divine Justice 
with humans. “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood 
shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man.” Do 
you see that? “By man his blood shall be shed.” That’s the 
death penalty! God gave humans the right to shed the blood 
of someone who shed the blood of someone else. Why would 
God choose to give that right to humans? “For in the image of 
God He made man.” It was time for people to learn the truth 
about justice.

Another very important part of God’s new covenant of justice 
was this:

Thus  I establish My covenant with you: Never again 
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; 
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ 
And God said: ‘This is the sign of the covenant which I 
make between Me and you, and every living creature 
that  is with you, for perpetual generations:  I set My 
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rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the 
covenant between Me and the earth.   GENESIS 
9:11-13

God said He would not destroy the earth by flood waters 
again. The Global Flood was a one-time event. God promised 
and gave humanity a sign of the covenant between Him and 
the earth — the beautiful rainbow.

One more note is that God told Noah and his family to “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.” Filling the earth will 
become another justice issue that we’ll look at soon.
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Chapter Four

“We want justice! When do we want it? We want it now!!”

I remember the chant of the crowd as if it was yesterday, but it 
was more than 50 years ago. Thousands of people filled the 
streets and marched with signs that read — “End the War 
Madness Now!” — “Bring The Troops Home!” — “End The 
War In Vietnam And Social Crisis At Home!” — “Make Love 
Not War!”

I was a young reporter in 1968 and talked with many of the 
anti-war protestors. They wanted justice. They believed the 
Vietnam War was an unjust war and should be ended 
immediately.

Here’s another protest from another time.
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Thousands of people marching down a mountain and into a 
plain. They stopped and began to build a city and a tower 
“whose top is in the heavens.” They were also marching for 
justice. “Let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be 
scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.” You may 
recognize those words from Genesis 11.

Whether it’s protesting a war or God’s command to “Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth,” people cry out against what 
they see as injustice.

In the last chapter we saw Noah and his family leave the Ark 
that protected them through the devastating Flood. Noah set 
up an altar and made offerings to God. God made a new 
covenant with Noah and his descendants that included 
several important features:

1. God would never again cause the ground for man’s sake 
nor destroy every living thing with a Flood. The rainbow 
would be a sign of the covenant.
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2. God said that whoever shed the blood of a human, “By 
man his blood shall be shed.”

3. God told humans to “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth.”

That brings us to humanity’s great protest against God’s 
injustice on a plain in the land of Shinar. God told them to be 
fruitful and multiply, “and fill the earth.” They didn’t want to do 
it and thought that building a city with a tower that would rise 
into the heavens would give them justice for their grievances. 
However, what it brought to them was God’s Justice.

But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower 
which the sons of men had built. And the Lord  said, 
‘Indeed  the people  are  one and they all have  one 
language, and this is what they begin to do; now 
nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from 
them. Come,  let Us go down and there confuse their 
language, that they may not understand one another’s 
speech.’ So  the  Lord  scattered them abroad from 
there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased 
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b u i l d i n g t h e c i t y.  T h e r e f o r e i t s n a m e i s 
called  Babel,  because there the  Lord confused the 
language of all the earth; and from there the  Lord 
scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. 
GENESIS 11:5-9

This is a classic collision of human ideas about justice 
colliding with God’s idea about justice. So, who’s right? We 
could just say that God is right because He’s bigger and more 
powerful than humans, but there’s more to it than that.

God is Eternal and knows everything. In fact, God is able to 
declare the end from the beginning!

Remember the former things of old, For I  am  God, 
and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like 
Me, Declaring the end from the beginning, And from 
ancient times things that are not yet done, Saying, ‘My 
counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure.’ 
ISAIAH 46:9-10
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Nothing surprises God. Nothing gets by God. God knows 
everything that will happen before it happens. God knew what 
the descendants of Noah would do when He made a 
covenant with them. How did He know? God knows the end 
from the beginning and He knows our fatal flaw ..

I will never again  curse the ground for man’s sake, 
although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his 
youth. GENESIS 8:21

Humans have a sin nature from birth that affects our thoughts, 
imaginations and desires. God knows that the imagination of 
a person’s heart is evil from his/her youth. That sin nature, 
that fatal flaw, is at the heart of our rebellion against God. It’s 
a rebellion we humans often think of as our justice. We see 
things differently than God sees the same things.
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The descendants of Noah thought God’s command that they 
multiply and fill the earth was unjust. They believed that God’s 
command would harm them as a people. They wanted to 
build a city and tower to make a name for themselves, “lest 
we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.”

The very thing they didn’t want to happen is what happened 
when God’s Justice prevailed on the earth. God knew that 
what humans wanted to do would not be good, so He 
confused (confound, mingle, mix – balal) their language (lip, 
speech – saphah) so they couldn’t understand each other. 
Then God did what the people didn’t want – He scattered 
(dispersed, scattered – puwts) them abroad over the face of 
all the earth.
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Justice and Kingdoms

You can read where the different families traveled to in 
Genesis 10. We know that one of the leaders of the rebellion 
against God built a large kingdom in ancient Mesopotamia. 
His name was Nimrod and his kingdom included Babel, 
Erech, Accad, and Calneh in the land of Shinar, and Nineveh, 
Rehoboth Ir, Calah and Resen in the land of Assyria. You can 
read more about the early kingdoms in our special series on 
Crowns and Thrones: The Majesty of Our God.

Part of God’s covenant with Noah and his descendants 
concerned the intersection of Divine and human justice.

Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall 
be shed; For in the image of God He made man. 
GENESIS 9:6

https://gracelifethoughts.com/2021/03/11/crowns-and-thrones-the-majesty-of-our-god-part-one/
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We see that justice carried out by ancient kings, like Nimrod. 
Genesis 10:9 tells us that Nimrod was ” a mighty hunter.” He 
knew how to kill. Based on the size of his kingdom and that 
people had scattered from each other because they couldn’t 
understand the different languages, Nimrod most likely used 
his hunting skills to defeat his enemies as he expanded his 
kingdom. Members of his family (Nimrod was a Cushite) 
would have fought with Nimrod in establishing kingdoms.

We have information about how ancient kings and queens 
used the death penalty for murderers through different legal 
codes from thousands of years ago. The Code of Ur-Nammu 
dates to the 22nd century BC. It was written in the Sumerian 
language of Mesopotamia, the same area where Nimrod 
established parts of his kingdom. The Code of Ur-Nammu 
tablets include two offenses that were punishable by death:

1. “if a man commits a murder, that man must be killed.”
2. “if a man commits a robbery, he will be killed.”
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Though God’s covenant with Noah said nothing about the 
penalty of death for robbery, we do see that early kings 
followed God’s Law concerning taking the life of a person who 
committed murder.

Other ancient codes that mentioned justice for murder are the 
Code of Urukagina  (24th century BC), Laws of 
Eshnunna  (20th century BC), Code of Hammurabi  (18th 
century BC), and the Code of the Nesilim (17th century BC).

Were these kings just in carrying out the covenant of God? 
God gave humans the right to take the life of someone who 
murdered another person — “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By 
man his blood shall be shed.” However, whether each of the 
kings discharged their duties justly is something only God 
knows for sure. Kings were human, which meant they also 
had the fatal flaw. The imaginations of their hearts were evil 
from youth as well as others. However, carrying out God’s 
justice was based on what was right according to God’s 
command. If kings then were like earthly rulers now, some get 
it right and some don’t. God’s justice is always just and right. 
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Injustice is when people use their power to treat people 
unjustly and wrong. There’s no reason to blame God for what 
humans do wrong.
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Justice and the Death Penalty

I say that because one of the big cries for social justice today 
is against the death penalty for murder. God’s covenant with 
Noah was simple: Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his 
blood shall be shed. God expanded on His covenant through 
a document known as The Law of Moses (15th century BC). 
God gave the Law to Moses after leading the children of Israel 
out of slavery in Egypt. The Israelites would have been 
familiar with Egyptian laws concerning murder and the death 
penalty. They knew that the pharaoh (king) of Egypt was often 
harsh and would kill anyone who opposed him. We don’t have 
copies of ancient Egyptian legal codes, but we get some 
sense of what they may have done in given situations 
because of funerary texts and legal documents. Beliefs about 
the will of gods and goddesses directed life in ancient Egypt.
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The most famous of all legal codes is code that remains in 
effect today in many parts of the world — The Law of Moses 
(15th century BC). Moses was the author of Genesis in 
addition to Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 
Because God spoke personally with Moses, what we find in 
his writings gives us the best information about God’s justice 
concerning most aspects of human life.

The most famous document from the Law of Moses is known 
as the Ten Commandments. You’ll find it in Exodus chapters 
20 and 21. Here’s what God said about murder:

You shall not murder. EXODUS 20:13

What about the penalty for murder?

He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be 
put to death.  However,  if he did not lie in wait, but 
God delivered him into his hand, then I will appoint for 
you a place where he may flee. But if a man acts 
with premeditation against his neighbor, to kill him by 
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treachery,  you shall take him from My altar, that he 
may die. EXODUS 21:12-14

That’s why premeditation is mentioned in many modern legal 
codes about the death penalty. However, God didn’t stop 
there:

And he who strikes his father or his mother shall surely 
be put to death. He who kidnaps a man and sells him, 
or if he is  found in his hand, shall surely be put to 
death. And  he who curses his father or his mother 
shall surely be put to death … Whoever lies with an 
animal shall surely be put to death. EXODUS 
21:15-17, 19

You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for  it is holy to 
you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to 
death; for whoever does  any work on it, that person 
shall be cut off from among his people. Work shall be 
done for  six days, but the  seventh  is  the Sabbath of 
rest, holy to the Lord. Whoever does any work on the 
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Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. EXODUS 
31:14-15

Again, you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘Whoever 
of the children of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell 
in Israel, who gives any of his descendants to Molech, 
he shall surely be put to death. The people of the land 
shall stone him with stones. LEVITICUS 20:2

The man who commits adultery with  another  man’s 
wife, hewho commits adultery with his neighbor’s wife, 
the adulterer and the adulteress, shall surely be put to 
death. LEVITICUS 20:10

If a man lies with his  daughter-in-law, both of them 
shall surely be put to death. They have committed 
perversion. Their blood  shall be  upon them. 
LEVITICUS 20:12
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If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both 
of them have committed an abomination. They shall 
surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them. 
LEVITICUS 20:13

If a man mates with an animal, he shall surely be put 
to death, and you shall kill the animal. LEVITICUS 
20:15

If a woman approaches any animal and mates with it, 
you shall kill the woman and the animal. They shall 
surely be put to death. Their blood  is  upon them. 
LEVITICUS 20:16

A man or a woman who is a medium, or who has 
familiar spirits, shall surely be put to death; they shall 
stone them with stones. Their blood  shall be  upon 
them.’  LEVITICUS 20:27
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And whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall 
surely be put to death. All the congregation shall 
certainly stone him, the stranger as well as him who is 
born in the land. When he blasphemes the name  of 
the Lord, he shall be put to death. LEVITICUS 24:16

And when the tabernacle is to go forward, the Levites 
shall take it down; and when the tabernacle is to be 
set up, the Levites shall set it  up. The outsider who 
comes near shall be put to death. NUMBERS 1:51
But  that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be 
put to death, because he has spoken in order to 
turn  you away from the Lord  your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you from 
the house of bondage, to entice you from the way in 
which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So 
you shall  put away the evil from your midst. 
DEUTERONOMY 13:5
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If there is found among you, within any of your gates 
which the Lord your God gives you, a man or a woman 
who has been wicked in the sight of the  Lord  your 
God,  in transgressing His covenant, who has gone 
and served other gods and worshiped them, either the 
sun or moon or any of the host of heaven, which I 
have not commanded,  and it is told you, and you 
hear  of it,  then you shall inquire diligently. And if  it 
is  indeed true  and  certain that such an  abomination 
has been committed in Israel, then you shall bring out 
to your gates that man or woman who has committed 
that wicked thing, and shall stone to death that man or 
woman with stones.  Whoever is deserving of death 
shall be put to death on the testimony of two or 
three witnesses; he shall not be put to death on the 
testimony of one witness. The hands of the witnesses 
shall be the first against him to put him to death, and 
afterward the hands of all the people. So you shall put 
away the evil from among  you. DEUTERONOMY 
17:2-7
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If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will 
not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his 
mother, and who, when they have chastened him, will 
not heed them,  then his father and his mother shall 
take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his 
city, to the gate of his city. And they shall say to the 
elders of his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and 
rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton 
and a drunkard.’  Then all the men of his city shall 
stone him to death with stones; so you shall put away 
the evil from among you, and all Israel shall hear and 
fear. DEUTERONOMY 21:18-21

But if the thing is true, and evidences of virginity are 
not found for the young woman,  then they shall bring 
out the young woman to the door of her father’s 
house, and the men of her city shall stone her to death 
with stones, because she has done a disgraceful thing 
in Israel, to play the harlot in her father’s house. So 
you shall put away the evil from among you. If a man 
is found lying with a woman married to a husband, 
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then both of them shall die—the man that lay with the 
woman, and the woman; so you shall put away the evil 
from Israel. DEUTERONOMY 22:20-22

The death penalty in the Mosaic Law extended far beyond 
murder. As you can see from examples of the Mosaic Law 
above, it included things like:

• striking your father or mother

• cursing you father or mother

• kidnapping

• having sex with an animal

• profaning the Sabbath

• working on the Sabbath

• sacrificing your children to Molech

• committing adultery

• having sex with your daughter-in-law

• men having sex with men

• being a spiritual medium with familiar spirits

• blaspheming the name of the Lord

• an outsider who comes near the tabernacle
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• false prophets

• people who worship other gods (idol worship)

• a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice 
of his father or mothe

• sexual promiscuity.

Another aspect of the death penalty is the necessity of 
multiple witnesses to the crime.

Whoever kills a person, the murderer shall be put to 
death on the  testimony of witnesses; but one witness 
is not  sufficient testimony against a person for the 
death penalty. NUMBERS 35:30

In case you think all of this is a bit much for our modern ideas 
about human justice, Moses summed up the death penalty 
pretty well in this verse ..
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Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor 
shall children be put to death for their fathers; a person 
shall be put to death for his own sin. DEUTERONOMY 
24:16

People are responsible for their own actions. That’s God’s 
justice.
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Chapter Five

Does God have the right to tell us what to do? Well, does He?
In the last chapter we looked at how God commanded the 
human race to take the life of a person who murdered another 
person. We also saw how God expanded that centuries later 
in the legal code He gave to Moses for Israel (The Law of 
Moses).

A 2019 Gallup poll showed that a majority of Americans 
preferred life imprisonment with no possibility of parole over 
the death penalty for murder (60% to 36%). That was a 
change from previous years where a majority preferred the 
death penalty for convicted murderers.

Many people and groups of people believe the death penalty 
is not just. They believe it’s just wrong. Here are three 
examples:

https://news.gallup.com/poll/268514/americans-support-life-prison-death-penalty.aspx
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All people have the right to live, and we all have the 
right to be free from cruel, inhuman, and degrading 
punishment. These are human rights that people have, 
regardless of whether they have been convicted of 
crimes. The death penalty violates these basic rights. 
The death penalty is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and 
degrading punishment. Amnesty opposes the death 
penalty in all cases without exception – regardless of 
who is accused, the nature or circumstances of the 
crime, guilt or innocence or method of execution. 
Amnesty International believes than the death penalty 
should be abolished, once and for all. AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL USA

There is absolutely no evidence to suggest that  the 
existence of the death penalty is acting as a deterrent 
for violent crimes, so why do we even keep it around? 
It has absolutely no purpose, and pointless things 
need to be removed. CITIZENS UNITED FOR 
ALTERNATIVES TO THE DEATH PENALTY
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The American Civil Liberties Union believes the death 
penalty inherently violates the constitutional ban 
against cruel and unusual punishment and the 
guarantees of due process of law and of equal 
protection under the law. Furthermore, we believe that 
the state should not give itself the right to kill human 
beings – especially when it kills with premeditation and 
ceremony, in the name of the law or in the name of its 
people, and when it does so in an arbitrary and 
discriminatory fashion.

Capital punishment is an intolerable denial of civil 
liberties and is inconsistent with the fundamental 
values of our democratic system.  The death penalty is 
uncivilized in theory and unfair and inequitable in 
practice.   Through litigation, legislation, and advocacy 
against this barbaric and brutal institution, we strive to 
prevent executions and seek the abolition of capital 
punishment.   THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES 
UNION (ACLU)
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What we see here are statements of opinion based on human 
ideas of justice. God established the death penalty thousands 
of years ago based on Divine Justice. We will look deeper into 
the Bible to see if God removed the death penalty at some 
later time in history, but let’s look at why He established it in 
the first place.
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A Violent World

What we find in Genesis 6 is a violent world:

The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth 
was  filled with violence.  So God  looked upon the 
earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for  all flesh had 
corrupted their way on the earth. And God said to 
Noah,  ‘The end of all flesh has come before Me, for 
the earth is filled with violence through them;  and 
behold,  I will destroy them with the earth. GENESIS 
6:11-13

We read earlier in the chapter that people were disobedient to 
God, wicked with evil intent in the thoughts of their hearts. 
They were violent and corrupt and God determined to destroy 
them. Humanity’s injustice met Divine Justice. Fortunately, 
Divine Justice included mercy and God saved Noah and his 
family from the catastrophic Flood.
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Once the Flood waters subsided and Noah and his family 
stepped off the Ark, Noah set up an altar and made offerings 
of worship to God .. something that had been missing from 
the previous civilization of humans. God was pleased and 
promised not to destroy the earth with water again. God also 
gave Noah and his family the death penalty to use when 
appropriate. Why?

Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall 
be shed; For in the image of God He made man. 
GENESIS 9:6

The pre-Flood human civilization had no respect for each 
other. Every thought of their heart was evil and wicked. They 
were selfish and wanted what they wanted when they wanted 
it. Anyone who got in their way would be eliminated in one 
way or another. That led to violence against each other. God 
wanted humans in the post-Flood civilization to respect each 
other. He knew that “the  imagination of man’s heart  is  evil 
from his youth” (Genesis 8:21), so He instituted the death 
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penalty to emphasize the importance of every individual – 
“For in the image of God He made man.”

The ACLU wrote that “we believe that the state should not 
give itself the right to kill human beings.” That’s their opinion, 
but it’s not based on fact. The fact is that God gave the state 
the right to take the life of humans who murder other humans.
Amnesty International wrote that “The death penalty is the 
ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment.” That’s 
their opinion, but it’s not based on fact. What pre-Flood 
humans were doing to each other was cruel, inhuman and 
degrading. What God did was just and merciful. He brought a 
wicked, violence-prone civilization to an end and established 
a new civilization with rules that would help deal with future 
wickedness and violence.
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As we mentioned in our last study, it wasn’t long before 
humans were disobeying God again and Divine Justice 
confused the language of the people and dispersed them 
many directions to fill the world. Even though the languages 
were confounded and family groups moved across the world, 
we find the death penalty used in ancient civilizations. 
Families, tribes and kingdom understood the importance of 
human life and took it more seriously than pre-Flood families.
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Human Rights

Human rights is a much-discussed topic around the world 
today and has been for a long time. Amnesty International 
mentioned rights they believe humans have including:

• the right to live

• the right to be free from cruel, inhuman, and degrading 
punishment

Amnesty International then wrote that “These are human 
rights that people have, regardless of whether they have been 
convicted of crimes. The death penalty violates these basic 
rights.” The organization has made a truth claim. Is it true? Do 
people have the right to live if they have committed pre-
meditated murder? What about someone who rapes, then 
murders a child? What about someone who tortures and 
murders another person? Do they have the right to live, the 
right to be free from the death penalty?
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I spent decades as a journalist covering murders and trials of 
people accused of murder. I interviewed mothers and fathers 
who lost their children to murder. I interviewed husbands who 
lost their wives and wives who lost their husbands to murder. I 
interviewed so many people who were victimized by the 
cruelty of a murderer. Most believed the death penalty was 
not cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment. They believed 
the murder of their loved one was cruel, inhuman and 
degrading. They wanted justice and most believed the death 
penalty was just.

I also interviewed people who had been convicted of murder. 
Some were on death row. Some told me they deserved their 
punishment, though most didn’t want to die. Some of the 
murderers on death row had been there for more than ten 
years, some longer than 20 or 30 years. The reason for the 
long delay in carrying out the death penalty was because of 
lengthy legal delays. Those legal delays were based on 
human rights legislation to protect the criminals. However, the 
families of the victims kept asking why they couldn’t get 
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justice for their murdered loved one. They asked about their 
rights.

Victims of crime do have rights. The United States has the 
Crime Victims’ Rights Act (18 U.S.C. § 3771.) and individual 
states also have laws to protect victims. Many states have 
also adopted amendments to their state constitutions 
concerning victims’ rights. Though those rights often include 
the “right to restitution from the offender,” there are no specific 
provisions concerning the death penalty being a promised 
restitution from the offender.

The issue of human rights is more than just one side, the side 
of the convicted. There’s also the human rights side of victim 
rights. That’s often overlooked in discussions about human 
rights. How can we know what’s true about human rights? 
Look to the Creator of humans for answers.
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Divine Rights

What about God’s rights? He created the heavens and the 
earth. He created humans. Doesn’t He have rights about what 
He owns? God owns the universe and everything in it. What 
about His rights?

We quoted this Bible verse in the first part of our series:

For I proclaim the name of the Lord: Ascribe greatness 
to our God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all 
His ways  are  justice, A God of truth and  without 
i n j u s t i c e ; R i g h t e o u s a n d u p r i g h t  i s  H e .  
DEUTERONOMY 32:3-4

All of God’s ways are justice .. all of them .. not some of 
them .. not most of them .. all His ways are justice. He is a 
God of truth and without injustice. He is righteous and upright. 
Any rights that humans have come from their Creator. That’s 
why it’s important we get the issue of justice and injustice 
correct. It’s not a question of human rights OR God’s rights. 
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The issue is that human rights come FROM God’s rights. God 
tells us what’s right and wrong, what’s just and unjust. It’s 
based on His eternal nature and attributes.
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Chapter Six

In the last chapter we began looking at the human rights issue 
of the death penalty. God instituted the death penalty after 
Noah and his family left the Ark and re-established worship 
and offerings to God.

Many people and organizations oppose the death penalty, but 
what do God’s people think about it? Should we assume that 
people who believe in the God of the Bible support the death 
penalty?
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Jewish View of Death Penalty

Many Jews around the world oppose the death penalty. That 
follows centuries of opposition. According to the Mishnah 
Sanhedrin I “cases of capital law are judged by 23 judges.” 
This was composed in Talmudic Israel (190-230 AD). It 
demonstrates that Jewish Law after the destruction of 
Jerusalem made the death penalty difficult to impose. You 
may also want to read Sanhedrin 17a composed in Talmudic 
Babylon (450-550 AD). It states – “In a Sanhedrin where all 
the judges saw fit to convict the defendant in a case of capital 
law, they acquit him.” The idea was that judges should not 
convict quickly, but allow overnight deliberation in case one of 
the judges would “think of a reason to acquit the defendant.”
Dr. Louis Jacobs, Former Rabbi of the New London 
Synagogue, wrote this in his 1995 book The Jewish Religion: 
A Companion:
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According to the Mishnah (Sanhedrin 1:4) the death 
penalty could only be inflicted, after trial, by a 
Sanhedrin composed of twenty-three judges and there 
were four types of death penalty (Sanhedrin 7:1) … A 
bare reading of these and the other accounts in the 
tractate would seem to suggest a vast proliferation of 
the death penalty. Yet, throughout the Talmudic 
literature, this whole subject is viewed with unease, so 
much so that according to the rules stated in that 
literature the death penalty could hardly ever have 
been imposed.

As we read through rabbinic tradition from the last 19 
centuries, we see that the straightforward Law God gave to 
Moses has developed into a complex system of damages and 
compensation. Jews of every background (e.g. Orthodox, 
Conservative, Reform) oppose the death penalty.
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Among both the secular and religious leadership of 
American Jewry, there is widespread opposition to 
capital punishment. The Reform and Conservative 
movements have long been in favor of abolishing 
capital punishment, while the Orthodox Union, in 2004, 
expressed support for a moratorium ‘pending the 
implementation of appropriate reforms’   — among 
them, steps to address issues of fairness in the judicial 
system, in particular allegations of racial bias in 
administering the death penalty. The American Jewish 
Committee and the Jewish Council for Public Affairs 
have been longstanding opponents of the death 
penalty. The Death Penalty in Jewish Tradition

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-death-penalty-in-jewish-tradition/
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Christian View of Death Penalty

How about Christians? What do they think about the death 
penalty? Some Christians believe that people who commit 
premeditated murder should face the death penalty. Some 
Christians believe that people who commit any type of murder 
(e.g. 1st, 2nd, 3rd degree murder) should absolutely NOT 
face the death penalty. Both sides of the argument use the 
Bible to support their view. So, what are we to believe?

When we open the New Testament we find ourselves at a 
time when the Roman Empire occupied Israel. The Archelaus’ 
tetrachy included Judea, Samaria and Idumea. The capital 
was at Caesarea Maritima. We see Quirinius mentioned in the 
early part of Jesus’ life. Quirinius was a Legate (governor) for 
the Romans — “This census first took place while Quirinius 
was governing Syria” (Luke 2:2). King Herod, who Rome set 
up as a client king, was involved with trying to kill the young 
Jesus (Matthew 2). Jesus would face another Herod at His 
death (Luke 23). Herod Antipas was the son of the King Herod 
who wanted to kill Jesus when He was a young child. There’s 
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an interesting interchange between Jesus and the Pharisees 
about Herod wanting to kill Him. Jesus said, “Go, tell that fox, 
‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and 
tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected” (Luke 13:32). 
We also see Jesus healing the servant of a Roman centurion 
and being beaten and crucified by Roman soldiers. Pontius 
Pilate was the Roman prefect (governor) who tried Jesus and 
approved His crucifixion. Jesus knew the death penalty of the 
Roman government first-hand.

Jesus famously told Jews to love their enemies. That would 
have included Roman soldiers and those who worked for the 
Roman government (e.g. tax collectors). He also told Jews 
that if someone slapped them on their right cheek, which is 
something Roman soldiers were allowed to do to Jewish 
subjects, they were to turn the other cheek to him as well. 
Those are just a couple of examples many Christians give to 
support the idea that Jesus opposed the death penalty.
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Jesus had a way of turning people’s arguments upside down 
and inside out. Here’s an example of that from His teaching 
about murder:

You have heard that it was said to those of old,  ‘You 
shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in 
danger of the judgment.’ But I say to you that whoever 
is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 
danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his 
brother,  ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But 
whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 
MATTHEW 5:21-22

Jesus was not saying that the Old Testament Law concerning 
murder was wrong or outdated. He was addressing the way 
Jews had come to think about the Law of God. Jesus was 
pointing to the place where murder begins — in the heart of 
man. Jesus used that same Divine logic throughout His 
teachings. The leaders of the Jewish people were 
misinterpreting and misusing God’s Word and Jesus called 
them out on it.
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Here’s more of what Jesus said about murder:

But those things which proceed out of the mouth come 
from the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These 
are  the things  which defile a man, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile a man. MATTHEW 
15:18-20

Look at the context to get the full idea of what Jesus was 
saying. The scribes and Pharisees questioned the external 
issue of the disciples of Jesus not washing their hands when 
they ate bread. “Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition 
of the elders?” Here’s how Jesus responded, and note the 
mention of the death penalty:

“He answered and said to them,  ‘Why do you also 
transgress the commandment of God because of your 
tradition?  For God commanded, saying,  ‘Honor your 
father and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or 
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mother, let him be put to death.’ But you say, ‘Whoever 
says to his father or mother, ‘Whatever profit you might 
have received from me is a gift to God‘— then he need 
not honor his father or mother.’ Thus you have made 
the  commandment of God of no effect by your 
tradition. Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about 
you, saying: ‘These people draw near to Me with their 
mouth, And honor Me with their  lips, But their heart is 
far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, 
Teaching  as  doctrines the commandments of men.’  
MATTHEW 15:3-9

Jesus then called a large crowd of people to Himself and said 
— “Hear and understand: Not what goes into the mouth 
defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a 
man” (Matthew 15:10-11). It was after this that Jesus said that 
“murders” proceed out of the heart. That goes back to what 
God told Noah thousands of years earlier — “although 
the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth” (Genesis 
8:21). God then gave Noah the death penalty ..
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Sure ly for your l i feb lood I w i l l demand  a 
reckoning;  from the hand of every beast I will require 
it, and  from the hand of man. From the hand of 
every  man’s brother I will require the life of man. 
‘Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall 
be shed; For in the image of God He made man. 
Genesis 9:5-6

One way to discover what Christians think about anything is to 
ask them. Here are some poll numbers that may help us 
understand what Christians think about the death penalty.
The 2014 Public Religion Research Institute Poll showed that 
White Christians approved of the death penalty at a higher 
number than Black or Hispanic Christians.

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/facts-and-research/religious-statements/opinion-polls-death-penalty-support-and-religion
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We might add that Pope Francis changed Catholic teaching to 
fully oppose the death penalty in 2018, so that may have an 
impact on the number of Catholic approving of the death 
penalty in the future.

Another reason that the number of Christians who approve of 
the death penalty has dropped in recent years is because of 
age. A Barna Poll in 2014 showed that younger Christians are 
less supportive of the death penalty. Many Millennial 
Christians don’t believe Jesus would support the death 
penalty. While almost half of Boomer Christians “support the 

https://religionnews.com/2014/01/17/among-us-christians-declining-support-death-penalty/
https://religionnews.com/2014/01/17/among-us-christians-declining-support-death-penalty/
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government’s right to execute the worst criminals,” only 23 
percent of practicing Christian Millennials support it.
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Chapter Seven

The death penalty is at the top of God’s Justice list. As He told 
Noah thousands of years ago, “Whoever sheds man’s blood, 
By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He 
made man.” (Genesis 9:6) However, as we’ve seen in earlier 
parts of this series, most humans oppose the death penalty. 
That includes Jews and Christians.

Many Christians point to the New Testament and claim that 
Jesus would not support the death penalty if He were on earth 
today. Since that’s a truth claim, let’s ask the obvious 
question: is that true? Would Jesus oppose the death penalty 
if He were on earth? Let’s look to the New Testament to see.
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Jesus and the Death Penalty

Here are some important things to keep in mind about Jesus:

1. Jesus is God … He is the Son of God … as a Member of 
the Godhead, Jesus would have been part of the 
decision to institute the death penalty with Noah and 
reinforce and expand it with Moses and the Law of God.

2. Jesus told His followers not to think that He had come to 
destroy the Law or the Prophets, but to fulfill it. He also 
told them that until Heaven and earth passed away, 
nothing would pass from the Law (even the smallest 
parts) “till all is fulfilled.”

3. Jesus did not nullify the death penalty during His earthly 
ministry.

4. The same Jesus who we see in the Gospels is the same 
Jesus we see in the Revelation conquering and killing 
people “with the sword which proceeded from the mouth 
of Him who sat on the horse.” (Revelation 19:21)

5. The same Lord Jesus we see in the New Testament is 
the same Lord we see in Psalm 110 who will “execute 
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kings in the day of His wrath,” “fill the places with death 
bodies,” and “execute the heads of many countries.”

From simply a biblical perspective, people’s beliefs about 
Jesus are wrong. That includes many Christians. Many view 
Jesus as a friendly healer who preached non-violence, was 
misunderstood by the government and died because of those 
misunderstandings. Many people who say they are Christians 
don’t even believe Jesus rose from the dead, so that 
demonstrates how wrong they are about Jesus.

Jesus is far more than a friendly healer who preached and 
taught some nice things. He’s more than someone the 
government misunderstood and killed. Jesus is God! He is 
Sovereign. He is Israel’s Messiah. He is returning to destroy 
His enemies and He will use the death penalty during His 
earthly reign.

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2018/09/21/christians-believe-jesus-physically-rose-from-the-dead-right/
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The question of what would Jesus think about the death 
penalty if He was here on earth has already been answered 
for us. Jesus will return to the earth soon and will execute 
swift justice on His enemies. He will judge the nations and 
establish a thousand-year reign on earth where He will rule 
with a rod of iron and tread the winepress of the fierceness 
and wrath of Almighty God (Revelation 19:15).

Okay, so Jesus will wage war on the nations and defeat them. 
Isn’t war different from the death penalty? Won’t Jesus end 
the death penalty during His Millennial reign?

The short answer is no. We could say that war is different 
than the death penalty if both sides have a somewhat fighting 
chance, but that’s not what we find in the Old Testament 
prophecies or in Revelation. Jesus is going to utterly wipe out 
His enemies. They have no fighting chance against the Lord. 
Then the Thousand-Year Reign begins. Ruling with “a rod of 
iron” means what it says. The Divine Justice of Jesus Christ 
during His earthly reign will include the death penalty. Here’s 
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what some of the Old Testament prophets wrote about how 
Christ will rule on earth:

But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; He 
shall  strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And 
with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, And 
faithfulness the belt of His waist. ISAIAH 11:4-5

It shall come to pass in that day That the Lord shall set 
His hand again the second time To recover the 
remnant of His people who are left, From Assyria and 
Egypt, From Pathros and Cush, From Elam and 
Shinar, From Hamath and the  islands of the sea. He 
will set up a banner for the nations, And will assemble 
the outcasts of Israel, And gather together  the 
dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth. 
Also  the envy of Ephraim shall depart, And the 
adversaries of Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall 
not envy Judah, And Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 
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But they shall fly down upon the shoulder of the 
Philistines toward the west; Together they shall 
plunder the  people of the East; They shall lay their 
hand on Edom and Moab; And the people of Ammon 
shall obey them. The  Lord  will utterly destroy the 
tongue of the Sea of Egypt; With His mighty wind He 
will shake His fist over  the River, And strike it in the 
seven streams, And make men  cross over  dry-shod. 
There will be a highway for the remnant of His people 
Who will be left from Assyria, As it was for Israel in the 
day that he came up from the land of Egypt. ISAIAH 
11:11-16

I will also gather all nations, And bring them down to 
the Valley of Jehoshaphat; And I  will enter into 
judgment with them there On account of My people, 
My heritage Israel,Whom they have scattered among 
the nations;They have also divided up My land … And 
it will come to pass in that dayThat the mountains shall 
drip with new wine, The hills shall flow with milk, And 
all the brooks of Judah shall be flooded with water; 
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A  fountain shall flow from the house of the Lord And 
water the Valley of  Acacias. ‘Egypt shall be a 
desolation, And Edom a desolate wilderness, Because 
of violence against the people of Judah, For they have 
shed innocent blood in their land. But Judah shall 
abide forever, And Jerusalem from generation to 
generation. JOEL 3:2, 18-20

You can also read about God’s specific plans concerning 
individual nations that opposed Israel in the writings of several 
of the Old Testament prophets (e.g. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Joel). The nations that today believe themselves to be 
controlling their own destinies will have a rude awakening 
when Christ the Lion of the Tribe of Judah roars from 
Heaven ..

The  Lord will  roar from on high, And utter His voice 
from  His holy habitation; He will roar mightily 
against His fold. He will give  a shout, as those who 
tread  the grapes, Against all the inhabitants of the 
earth. A noise will come to the ends of the earth— For 
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the  Lord  has  a controversy with the nations; He will 
plead His case with all flesh. He will give those who 
are wicked to the sword,’ says the  Lord. Thus says 
the Lord of hosts: ‘Behold, disaster shall go forth From 
nation to nation, And a great whirlwind shall be raised 
up From the farthest parts of the earth. And at that day 
the slain of the Lord shall be from one end of the earth 
even to the  other  end of the earth. They shall not 
be  lamented,  or gathered, or buried; they shall 
become refuse on the ground. JEREMIAH 25:30-33

The Millennial Reign of Christ on earth is not going to be fun 
and games for the people living during that time. Jesus will 
rule them with a rod of iron throughout His reign of a thousand 
years. Many of the people born during the Millennial Reign 
also won’t like the way Christ rules them. In fact, they will 
rebel against the Lord’s reign as soon as they can. How do I 
know that? Read Revelation 20 ..
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Then I saw an ange l com ing down f rom 
heaven,  having the key to the bottomless pit and a 
great chain in his hand. He laid hold of  the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is  the Devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into 
the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on 
him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till 
the thousand years were finished. But after these 
things he must be released for a little while … Now 
when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be 
released from his prison and will go out to deceive the 
nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog 
and Magog,  to gather them together to battle, whose 
number is as the sand of the sea. They went up on the 
breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the 
saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from 
God out of heaven and devoured them. The devil, who 
deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and 
br imstone  where the beas t and the fa lse 
prophet are.And they will be tormented day and night 
forever and ever. REVELATION 20:1-3, 7-10
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The people living on earth during the Millennial Reign will 
have the Son of God ruling with a rod of iron from Jerusalem, 
which becomes earth’s capital city. Satan will be bound in the 
bottomless pit for a thousand years, so he won’t have any 
influence on the people during that time. However, the people 
will continue to have within them the nature of sin. Their 
nature will oppose the Nature of Christ. Some will obey and 
some will disobey Christ during the Millennium, thus the need 
for Jesus to rule with a rod of iron. However, those people will 
become supercharged in their rebellion against Christ when 
Satan is loosed from the bottomless pit. Satan will go out to 
“deceive the nations which are in the four corers of the earth.” 
Satan will bring together a great army of rebellious people and 
surround Jerusalem for the purpose of overturning Christ’s 
rule. However, fire will come down from God out of Heaven 
and devour them. Satan will be cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone with the beast and false prophet and they will all be 
tormented day and night forever and ever.
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Chapter Eight

We are currently looking at the justice of the death penalty in 
light of God’s command to Noah and his sons in Genesis 
9:6-7:

Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall 
be shed; For in the image of God He made man. And 
as for you,  be fruitful and multiply; Bring forth 
abundantly in the earth And multiply in it.

As we studied in the last chapter many Christians point to the 
New Testament and claim that Jesus would not support the 
death penalty if He were on earth today. We also saw that:

1. Jesus did not nullify the death penalty during His earthly 
ministry.

2. The same Jesus who we see in the Gospels is the same 
Jesus we see in the Revelation conquering and killing 
people “with the sword which proceeded from the mouth 
of Him who sat on the horse” (Revelation 19:21).
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3. The same Lord Jesus we see in the New Testament is 
the same Lord we see in Psalm 110 who will “execute 
kings in the day of His wrath,” “fill the places with dead 
bodies,” and “execute the heads of many countries.”

The claim that Jesus would not support the death penalty if 
He were on earth is not true. That then raises another 
question about God’s mercy. In light of the death penalty God 
commanded and Jesus supports, what part does God mercy 
play when it comes to the death penalty?
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What About Mercy?

Good question! It’s important for us to understand the Bible’s 
full view of the death penalty. First, we must agree to accept 
whatever the Bible teaches about God and about us. If we 
waver in that area, we will miss many things and get many 
things wrong. Second, we can and should ask tough 
questions that bother us about what the Bible teaches. God 
can handle our questions. Look at the prophets and apostles. 
The household of God is built on the foundation of the 
prophets and apostles (Ephesians 2:19-22), yet as we read 
about them in the Bible we see that the prophets and apostles 
had many tough questions for God. That’s part of learning and 
teaching. We can ask God any questions we want, so let’s 
ask about mercy.

Moses was one of Israel’s greatest prophets. He knew more 
about God than any other man alive at the time, but Moses 
wanted to know more. Moses’ request was straightforward – 
“Please, show me  Your glory” (Exodus 33:18). God told 
Moses He would make all His goodness pass before him, but 
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that Moses could not see God’s face. Here’s what Moses 
saw:

Now the Lord descended in the cloud and stood with 
him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And 
the  Lord passed before him and proclaimed, 
‘The  Lord, the  Lord  God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffer ing, and abounding in  goodness 
and  truth,  keeping mercy for thousands,  forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin,  by no means 
clearing  the guilty,  visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children and the children’s children to the 
third and the fourth generation. EXODUS 34:5-7

God is “merciful and gracious.” He is “longsuffering, and 
abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.”
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The Hebrew word for “merciful” in Exodus 34:6 is raḥūm. It 
means “compassionate.” The word for “gracious” is ḥannūn 
and comes from the verb hanan. It means “show favor, be 
gracious.” The Hebrew word for “mercy” in Exodus 34:7 is 
ḥeseḏ. It means “goodness, kindness.” God “keeps” (nōṣêr, 
guards) mercy “for thousands” and forgives” (nōśê, lifts, 
carries) iniquity (‘āwōn, guilt, punishment for iniquity), 
transgression (p̄eša‘, rebellion, rebellious act) and sin 
(ḥaṭṭā’āh, sinful thing).

It’s important to consider the timing of this event. This is the 
second time Moses climbed the mountain to meet with God to 
receive His commandments for the people of Israel. We read 
in Exodus 31 that God gave Moses two tablets of the 
Testimony, “tablets of stone, written with the finger of God”
(verse 18). We read in Exodus 32 that when Moses came 
down the mountain from meeting with God he heard and saw 
that the people of Israel were worshipping a golden calf. 
Moses pleaded with God for mercy on the people. God 
demonstrated mercy by not destroying all of the people, but 
also demonstrated righteous judgment on many.
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Moses ascended the mountain to meet with God to receive 
the Law a second time and see God’s glory. God, the 
merciful, compassionate, gracious, good and kind Creator, 
gave Moses the Legal Code that included requirements to 
take the lives of murderers and adulterers. How is that 
merciful? How is that compassionate? How is that gracious? 
How is that good and kind?

Please don’t miss this because it goes to the heart of God’s 
justice.

God is first merciful, compassionate, gracious, good and kind 
to victims of crimes. Read through the Mosaic Law and you 
will see that clearly. The people of Israel had lived under the 
wicked rule of pharaohs in Egypt that was unmerciful and 
cruel toward victims of crime. A pharaoh who did not know 
Joseph and was afraid of the people of Israel took freedom 
away from God’s people and made them slaves. The people 
of Israel had known injustice for many years, but God was 
changing that. He was turning their understanding of justice 
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on its head. God’s justice is not the same as the world’s 
justice.

Moses taught Israel a special song after God saved them 
through the Red Sea crossing. The song included a salute to 
God’s great mercy:

You in Your mercy have  led forth The people whom 
You have redeemed; You have guided  them  in Your 
strength To Your holy habitation. EXODUS 15:13

God told Moses a short time later how to build the Ark of the 
Testimony (Covenant) and called the top of it “mercy seat”:

You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold; two and a 
half cubits shall be its length and a cubit and a half its 
width. And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of 
hammered work you shall make them at the two ends 
of the mercy seat … You shall put the mercy seat on 
top of the ark, and  in the ark you shall put the 
Testimony that I will give you. And  there I will meet 
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with you, and I will speak with you from above the 
mercy seat, from  between the two cherubim 
which  are  on the ark of the Testimony, about 
everything which I will give you in commandment to 
the children of Israel. EXODUS 25:17-18, 21-22

The Hebrew word for “mercy seat” is ḵappōreṯ and means 
“propitiatory, atoning.” It means to “cover over, pacify, to make 
atonement.” The mercy seat was demonstrative of God’s 
covering over Israel’s sin. It’s where God would meet with 
Israel’s representative and speak about everything He would 
command the children of Israel.

God’s mercy is married to His justice and righteousness. To 
ask for God’s mercy without His justice and righteousness is 
to attempt to divide something that is indivisible. That’s 
important for us to remember as we see how many of God’s 
people today want mercy without justice and righteousness. 
We cannot have it both ways. God’s mercy is integral to His 
justice.
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Moses summarized the essence of the Law in Deuteronomy 
10 —

And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require 
of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His 
ways and to love Him, to serve the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul, and  to keep the 
commandments of the Lord and His statutes which I 
command you today  for your  good?  Indeed heaven 
and the highest heavens belong to the  Lord  your 
G o d ,  a l s o  t h e e a r t h w i t h a l l t h a t  i s  i n 
it.  The  Lord  delighted only in your fathers, to love 
them; and He chose their descendants after them, you 
above all peoples, as  it is this day.  Therefore 
circumcise the foreskin of your  heart, and be  stiff-
necked no longer.  For the  Lord  your God  is God of 
gods and  Lord of lords, the great God,  mighty and 
awesome, who  shows no partiality nor takes a 
bribe. He administers justice for the fatherless and the 
widow, and loves the stranger, giving him food and 
clothing.  Therefore love the stranger, for you were 
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strangers in the land of Egypt.  You shall fear 
the Lord  your God; you shall serve Him, and to Him 
you shall hold fast, and take oaths in His 
name. He is your praise, and He is your God, who has 
done for you these great and awesome things which 
your eyes have seen. Your fathers went down to Egypt 
with seventy persons, and now the Lord your God has 
made you as the stars of heaven in multitude. 
DEUTERONOMY 10:12-22

God’s justice in the Law is for the fatherless and the widow 
and the stranger. God’s heart is with the people who 
desperately need justice. God’s Son, Jesus, brought that to 
light in His earthly ministry.

The Spirit of the  Lord  is  upon Me, Because He has 
anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has 
sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty 
to  the  captives And recovery of sight to  the  blind, 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed; To proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord. LUKE 4:18
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Jesus came with great mercy and justice to address the 
needs of the poor, the brokenhearted, the captives, the blind 
and the oppressed. He taught them, fed them, healed them, 
died for them. In all His words and deeds, Jesus was merciful 
and just.

All of us need to understand how God’s justice works because 
the day is coming when God’s Son will judge the nations 
based on His definition of justice.

When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all 
the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne 
of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before 
Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divides  his sheep from the goats. And He 
will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on 
the left. Then the King will say to those on His right 
hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world:  for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was 
thirsty and you gave Me drink;  I was a stranger and 
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you took Me in;  I was  naked and you clothed Me; I 
was sick and you visited Me;  I was in prison and you 
came to Me.’ ‘Then the righteous will answer Him, 
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and 
feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? When did we 
see You a stranger and take  You  in, or naked and 
clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, 
and come to You?’ And the King will answer and say 
to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,  inasmuch as you 
did  it  to one of the least of these My brethren, you 
did it to Me.’ ‘Then He will also say to those on the left 
hand,  ‘Depart from Me, you cursed,  into the 
everlasting fire prepared for  the devil and his 
angels:  for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I 
was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger 
and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not 
clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
Me.’ ‘Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to 
You?’ Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I 
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say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do  it  to Me.’ And  these will 
go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life. MATTHEW 25:31-46

We cannot remove mercy from justice. God’s heart is with the 
victims of crime, hate, discrimination and oppression. His Law 
is clear about that.
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Chapter Nine

We are looking at God’s justice in light of His command to 
Noah and sons —

Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall 
be shed; For in the image of God He made man. 
GENESIS 9:6

God expanded that command in the Law He gave Moses for 
Israel. God condemns murder and the murderer. However, as 
we saw in the last chapter, God also showed Moses that He is 
“merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding 
in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin by no means clearing  the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and 
the children’s children to the third and the fourth generation” 
(Exodus 34:6-7).
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How can God be merciful and gracious, yet demand the death 
of a person who murders another person? How can God be 
longsuffering and abound in goodness and truth, yet demand 
the death of a person who commits adultery? Can God be 
both merciful and just?
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King David and Murder

David became King of Israel centuries after God met with 
Moses on the mountain. David lusted after the wife of another 
man and had that man killed. How did God respond? With 
mercy and justice. You can read the details in 2 Samuel 11. 
David had committed adultery and set up the events that 
would lead to her husband dying in battle.

But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord. 
2 SAMUEL 11:27

The prophet Nathan faced David about his sin and how God 
would respond. Why had David “despised the commandment 
of the Lord, to do evil in His sight?” Nathan told David that 
because of what David had done, the sword would never 
depart from his house because he had despised God.
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So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord” (2 
Samuel 12:13). God forgave David and “put away” his sin. 
Nathan told David that he would not die, but the child he had 
with Bathsheba would die.

Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity 
against you from your own house; and I will take your 
wives before your eyes and give  them  to your 
neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight 
of this sun. For you did itsecretly, but I will do this thing 
before all Israel, before the sun.’ 2 SAMUEL 12:11-12

As you read on about David’s life and the lives of his children, 
you will see that what God said would happen to David 
because of his sin did happen. God forgave David of his 
iniquity, but what David did still carried consequences — 
“visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the 
children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.“
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God is merciful and demonstrated His mercy in David’s life. 
Murder and adultery both carried the death penalty, but God 
demonstrated merciful justice. David experienced God’s 
justice, which included mercy and consequences. God did not 
take David’s life, but He did impose tough justice that 
impacted David and his family for generations.
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The Standard of Justice

Justice for murder can include mercy. God has demonstrated 
that for us. However, justice must be appropriate and include 
consequences that are appropriate for the crime committed. 
God gave humans the obligation to carry out justice for people 
who murder other people (Genesis 9:6-7). People need to 
remember the importance of human life because “in the 
image of God He made man.” We must not take the life of 
another human being lightly. Human life must be respected 
and the murderous taking of life must receive justice.

Kings and queens and those they appointed were the 
arbitrators of justice for thousands of years. Israel had judges 
long before they had a king. Those judges determined justice 
for the people. Countries around the world today have a 
variety of judicial systems where judges carry out their ideas 
about justice. Many demonstrate mercy for someone 
convicted of murder or other capital crimes (treason, 
terrorism, espionage). However, what standard do they use to 
determine how to best apply justice? When is it right for a 
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judicial system to demand a life for a life and when to show 
mercy to someone accused of murder or other capital crime? 
Every nation must determine the standard of justice they will 
use for murder and other heinous crimes. How do nations get 
that standard right?

As we pointed out in the introduction to this series, if people 
believe that human justice is all that exists then what humans 
believe about justice becomes little more than a compilation of 
opposing views with limited importance; the importance being 
limited by who happens to have the power. That means 
people across the planet will have different viewpoints about 
justice. Even people within the same countries will often 
disagree about justice. That includes judges who often rule 
differently on the same laws because of their particular 
political or social leanings. Is that justice?
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A standard of justice has be founded and grounded on 
something solid and immovable. The changing opinions of 
people are like waves of the ocean moving sand around on a 
beach so that it doesn’t look the same from one minute to the 
next. It’s impossible to develop a justice system that’s built on 
sand. If a justice system is to be truly just, it must be built on 
something solid and immovable.

Jesus addressed that truth at the end of His famous Sermon 
on the Mount, which is the Lord’s “standard of justice” and 
gives us some insights into how He will rule His Kingdom on 
earth. Here’s how Jesus ended the lengthy Sermon:

Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and 
does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his 
house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and 
it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. ‘But 
everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does 
not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods 
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came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and 
it fell. And great was its fall. MATTHEW 7:24-27

We must have a solid and well-defined standard of justice to 
have real justice. That standard comes from the One who 
created the heavens and the earth. If humans refuse to look 
to God for true justice, they will find no real justice at all in this 
life. However, they will see it firsthand when God judges the 
living and the dead at the end of time (Revelation 20:11-14).
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Justice Warrior?

As I hear people cry out for justice, I ask this question — do 
they know what they want? Do they know what they are 
asking to happen? Do they have a standard of justice that is 
based on what is true and objective? Is what they want truly 
just? What standard of justice would they use to determine 
whether their cause was just?

I observe life from the perspective of a journalist, martial arts 
instructor and Bible teacher. Is what people say true and fair? 
Is what people do based on proper respect for other human 
beings and their protection, safety and welfare? Are the words 
and behavior of people honoring to God? Are their actions 
truly just?

I hear terms like “justice warrior” used in our culture. What do 
people who call themselves “justice warriors” think that 
means? A warrior is one who fights for a cause. The cause of 
a “justice warrior” is presumably justice. Are today’s justice 
warriors fighting for true justice? How would they know 
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whether their cause was truly just or not? On what do they 
base their beliefs about justice?

From what I observe, many “justice warriors” either don’t 
know what cause they are fighting for or they do know and 
have chosen a cause that is anti-God, which means they are 
anti-justice.

I believe in being a warrior for a cause and there are many 
great causes for which we can dedicate our lives. Millions of 
people through the ages have fought for causes that were 
dear to their hearts. They’ve fought for family, community and 
country. They’ve fought for a better way of life. They’ve fought 
for freedom. They’ve fought to protect the weak and the 
innocent. Is that what we’re seeing today? Is that what “justice 
warriors” are doing today? Have they chosen the best and 
highest causes? Or have they fallen for the lies of deceivers 
and manipulators who want only to gain and retain power for 
their own selfish desires?
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That’s an important question everyone should ask 
themselves. Are they investing their time, strength and 
resources for a truly “just” cause? Or are they wasting their 
time, strength and resources on “unjust” causes? If the God of 
the Bible exists and Jesus Christ died on the Cross, was 
buried, rose from the dead and was seen by hundreds of 
witnesses alive, then many justice warriors have made a very 
bad choice in choosing their ’causes.’ The only cause that 
matters is what matters to God.
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Next eBook

We’ll look at “justice warriors” and some of the causes they 
have chosen. We’ll see what kind of people they are and how 
their choices compare with God’s choices in the next part of 
our series, God’s Justice: How It Works. 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. 
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All 
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