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Chapter 29


We began our study journey to learn more about our 

spiritual journey through time, space and eternity in 

May 2018. The journey is really God’s Journey, but 

He has graciously invited us to journey with Him.


In the last part of our series we learned that Jesus 

Christ is the central Figure of the Old and New 

Testaments. In reality, the Bible is one Story – one 

Great Reveal from God. The Old Testament looks 

forward to the New and the New looks forward to 

the End and the New Beginning.


https://gracelifethoughts.com/2018/05/10/the-great-reveal-our-epic-journey-through-time-space-and-eternity-part-1/
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Scripture 

The word Scripture is found many times in the Bible. The 
Hebrew word is ּכָתָב  (kethab) and the Greek word is γραφή 
(graphé). Both words translate as “a writing.” The context 
points to which writing.


When we see the word Scripture in the New Testament it 
usually points to the Hebrew Bible – what Christians call the 
Old Testament. I say “usually points to” because the Apostle 
Peter used the word Scripture when writing about the 
epistles (letters) of the Apostle Paul –


… and consider  that  the longsuffering of our 
Lord  is  salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul, 
according to the wisdom given to him, has written to 
you, as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these 
things, in which are some things hard to understand, 
which untaught and unstable people  twist to their own 
destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. 2 
PETER 3:15-16 
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Notice that Peter wrote “in all his epistles.” Most of Paul’s 
letters were written to Gentile Christians, so that is notable 
for Peter to refer to those epistles as Scripture.


• Paul used the word Scripture 15 times in his letters.


• Peter and James used the word three times each in their 
letters.


• Luke mentioned the word seven times in Acts and four 
times in his Gospel (Luke).


• Matthew and Mark used the word Scripture four times in 
each of their Gospel accounts.


• John used the word 12 times in his Gospel account.


In addition to using the word Scripture, the writers of the New 
Testament quoted from and alluded to the Hebrew Bible 
hundreds of times. Why did Jesus Christ and the writers of 
the New Testament quote from the Hebrew Bible? Because it 
is the inspired Word of God –
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But you must  continue in the things which you have 
learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you 
have learned  them,  and that from childhood you have 
known  the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
A l l S c r i p t u r e  i s  g i v e n b y i n s p i r a t i o n o f 
God,  and  is  profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for  instruction in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work. 2 TIMOTHY 3:14-17 

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we 
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For 
He received from God the Father honor and glory when 
such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: ‘This 
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ And we 
heard this voice which came from heaven when we were 
with Him on  the holy mountain. And so we have the 
prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as 
a  light that shines in a dark place, until  the day dawns 
and the morning star rises in your hearts;  knowing this 



The Great Reveal  of 7 89

first, that  no prophecy of Scripture is of any 
private  interpretation,  for  prophecy never came by the 
will of man,  but  holy men of God spoke  as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit. 2 PETER 1:16-21 

Several important things to notice in these well-known 
sections of the New Testament –


1. God inspired (noun – θεόπνευστος – theopneustos .. 
God-breathed) the writing of Scriptures (Hebrew Bible in 
this context)


2. The Scripture God inspired to be written “is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for  instruction in 
r ighteousness,  that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”


3. No prophecy of Scripture is of any private  interpretation 
(ἰδίας ἐπιλύσεως – idias epiluseōs .. private, personal 
release, interpretation)


4. Prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of 
God spoke as they were moved (φερόμενοι – 
pheromenoi .. carried along, lead, brought along) by the 
Holy Spirit
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5. The Old Testament prophecies concerning the “power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” were confirmed 
(βεβαιότερον – bebaioteron .. firm, secure, certain, firm, 
unshakeable) by the apostles who were eyewitnesses 
(ἐπόπται – epoptai .. spectator, looker on, eyewitness) of 
the Lord’s power and coming


Prophetic Scriptures 

Many of the Old Testament Scriptures quoted in the New 
Testament are prophetic (προφητικός – prophétikos .. words 
spoken by prophet) in nature. A prophet in the Old Testament 
was a person who spoke the words of God, often about 
future events. The word for prophet (προφήτης – prophétés) 
comes from the Greek words πρό (before) and φημί (declare, 
say).
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Notice the focus of some of the verses from the four Gospels 
that mention the Hebrew Scriptures –


Jesus said to them,  ‘Have you never read in the 
Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has 
become the chief cornerstone. This was the  Lord’s 
doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes’? MATTHEW 
21:42 

But Jesus said to him, ‘Put your sword in its place, for 
all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Or do 
you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He 
will provide Me with  more than twelve legions of 
angels?  How then could the Scriptures be 
fulfilled,  that it must happen thus? In that hour Jesus 
said to the multitudes, ‘Have you come out, as against 
a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I sat daily 
with you, teaching in the temple, and you did not seize 
Me. But all this was done that the Scriptures of the 
prophets might be fulfilled. MATTHEW 26:52-56 
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With Him they also crucified two robbers, one on His 
right and the other on His left. So the Scripture was 
fulfilled which says,  ‘And He was numbered with the 
transgressors. MARK 15:27-28 

And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
And when He had opened the book, He found the 
place where i t was writ ten: ‘The  Spir i t of 
the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To 
preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal 
the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives 
And recovery of sight to  the  blind, To  set at liberty 
those who are oppressed; To proclaim the acceptable 
year of the  Lord.’ Then He closed the book, and 
gave  it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on 
Him.  And He began to say to them,  ‘Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing. LUKE 4:17-21 
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And beginning at  Moses and  all the Prophets, 
He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself. LUKE 24:27 

And they said to one another, ‘Did not our heart burn 
within us while He talked with us on the road, and 
while He opened the Scriptures to us? LUKE 24:32 

Therefore, when He had risen from the dead,  His 
disciples remembered that He had said this  to them; 
and they believed the Scripture and the word which 
Jesus had said. JOHN 2:22 

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you 
have eternal life; and  these are they which testify of 
Me. JOHN 5:39 

On the last day, that great  day  of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried out, saying,  ‘If anyone thirsts, let him 
come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the 
Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of 
living water.’ But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, 
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whom those believing in Him would receive; for 
the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified. JOHN 7:37-39 

I do not speak concerning all of you. I know whom I 
have chosen; but that the  Scripture may be 
fulfilled, ‘He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his 
heel against Me. JOHN 13:18 

While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your 
name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; 
and  none of them is  lost  except the son 
of  perdition,  that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 
JOHN 17:12 

They said therefore among themselves, ‘Let us not 
tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be,’ that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled which says: ‘They divided 
My garments among them, And for My clothing they 
cast lots. JOHN 19:24 
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After this, Jesus,  knowing that all things were now 
accomplished,  that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 
said, ‘I thirst! JOHN 19:28 

For these things were done that the Scripture should 
be fulfilled, ‘Not one of His bones shall be broken. And 
again another Scripture says,  ‘They shall look on Him 
whom they pierced. JOHN 19:36-37 

Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, 
went in also; and he saw and believed. For as yet they 
did not  know the Scripture, that He must rise again 
from the dead. JOHN 20:8-9 

Jesus Christ was the focus of the Hebrew Scriptures. It was 
about the power and coming in power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as Peter wrote in 2 Peter 1. Peter was an eyewitness 
of Christ’s majesty.
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Peter used his knowledge of Hebrew Scripture when he 
addressed the disciples following the ascension of Jesus 
Christ back to Heaven.


And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of 
the  disciples (altogether the number  of names was 
a b o u t a h u n d r e d a n d t w e n t y ) , a n d 
said,  ‘Men  and  brethren, this Scripture had to be 
fulfilled,  which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the 
mouth of David concerning Judas,  who became a 
guide to those who arrested Jesus;  for  he was 
numbered with us and obtained a part in this ministry. 
ACTS 1:15-17 

Peter also used the Hebrew Scriptures and his experience as 
an eyewitness of the power and coming of the Lord Jesus 
during his first sermon on Pentecost –


But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his 
voice and said to them, ‘Men of Judea and all who 
dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed 
my words.  For these are not drunk, as you 



The Great Reveal  of 15 89

suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But 
this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel … Men of 
Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man 
attested by God to you  by miracles, wonders, and 
signs which God did through Him in your midst, as 
you yourselves also know— Him, being delivered by 
the determined purpose and foreknowledge of 
God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, 
and put to death; whom God raised up, having loosed 
the pains of death, because it was not possible that 
He should be held by it.  For David says concerning 
Him … Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that 
God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of 
his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the 
Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke 
concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul 
was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see 
corruption. This Jesus God has raised up, of which we 
are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted  to  the right 
hand of God, and having received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which 
you now see and hear. ACTS 2:14-6, 22-25, 30-33 
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Chapter 30


We continue our journey to learn more about God’s Great 
Reveal. Everything we see around us now falls within God’s 
eternal plan. God is not surprised by anything because He is 
All-Knowing. Nothing is beyond His authority because He is 
also All-Powerful. He will accomplish all that He determined 
before the foundation of the world and time began.


We looked at the importance of the Old Testament in the last 
part of our series. It is the Word of God. We saw that Jesus 
Christ (Savior Messiah) is the central focus of the writings of 
the Hebrew prophets. Jesus made that abundantly clear in 
His teachings.


Jesus fulfilling ‘Old Testament’ Scriptures was also foremost 
in the preaching, teaching and writings of the New Testament 
apostles. That’s the focus of this part of our special series.
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The Prophesied Jesus 

Scores of Messianic prophesies fulfilled by Christ are 
mentioned in the New Testament. We looked at some of the 
ones mentioned in the Gospels in our previous study.


“One of the two who heard John speak, and followed 
Him, was  Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.  He first 
found his own brother Simon, and said to him, ‘We 
have found the  Messiah” (which is translated, the 
Christ). And he brought him to Jesus.” JOHN 1:40-42 

As we read through the New Testament and move from the 
Gospels to the Book of Acts, we see the apostles referring to 
Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah. Here are 
several examples, beginning with the Apostle Peter. Keep in 
mind that the word Christ is the same as Messiah. Christ 
comes from the Greek Χριστοῦ. Messiah comes from the 
Hebrew ַמָׁשִ֣יח .
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“Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the 
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and 
his tomb is with us to this day.  Therefore, being a 
prophet,  and knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to 
the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his 
throne,  he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the 
resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in 
Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.” ACTS 
2:29-31 

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly 
that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Christ.” ACTS 2:36 

“Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, 
as did also your rulers. But  those things which God 
foretold  by the mouth of all His prophets, that the 
Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.  Repent 
therefore and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from 
the presence of the Lord, and that He may send Jesus 
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Christ, who was  preached to you before,  whom 
heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all 
things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His 
holy prophets since the world began. For Moses truly 
said to the fathers, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for 
you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you 
shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. And it 
shall be that every soul who will not hear that Prophet 
shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.’ 
Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who 
follow, as many as have spoken, have also  foretold 
these days. You are sons of the prophets, and of the 
covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to 
Abraham,  ‘And in your seed all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.’  To you  first, God, having 
raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in 
turning away every one  of you  from your iniquities.” 
ACTS 3:17-26 
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“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 
‘Rulers of the people and elders of Israel:  If we this 
day are judged for a good deed  done  to a helpless 
man, by what means he has been made well, let it be 
known to you all, and to all the people of Israel,  that 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified,  whom God raised from the dead, by Him 
this man stands here before you whole.  This is 
the  ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which 
has become the chief cornerstone.’  Nor is there 
salvation in any other, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved.” ACTS 4:8-12 

“So when they heard that, they raised their voice to 
God with one accord and said: ‘Lord,  You  are God, 
who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that 
is in them, who by the mouth of Your servant David 
have said: ‘Why did the nations rage, And the people 
plot vain things? The kings of the earth took their 
stand, And the rulers were gathered together Against 
the Lord and against His Christ.’ ‘For truly against Your 
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holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of 
Israel, were gathered together  to do whatever Your 
hand and Your purpose determined before to be 
done. Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to 
Your servants  that with all boldness they may speak 
Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal,  and 
that signs and wonders may be done  through the 
name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” ACTS 4:24-30 

“So they departed from the presence of the 
council,  rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for His name. And daily  in the temple, 
and in every house,  they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ.” ACTS 5:41-42 
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Stephen, a member of the Seven, was able to use Hebrew 
Scripture to answer questions from the Sanhedrin:


“You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! 
You always resist the Holy Spir i t ; as your 
fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your 
fathers not persecute? And they killed those who 
foretold the coming of  the Just One, of whom you 
now have become the betrayers and murderers, who 
have received the law by the direction of angels and 
have not kept  it. When they heard these things they 
were  cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him 
with  their  teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, 
gazed into heaven and saw the  glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God,  and said, 
‘Look!  I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God!’” ACTS 7:51-56 
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Philip, another member of the Seven, was well-versed in 
Hebrew Scripture and knew what to do when asked about a 
prophetic passage of Scripture concerning Christ:


“And behold,  a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great 
authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, 
who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to 
Jerusalem to worship, was returning. And sitting in his 
chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. Then the 
Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go near and overtake this 
chariot.’ So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading 
the prophet Isaiah, and said, ‘Do you understand what 
you are reading?’ And he said, ‘How can I, unless 
someone guides me? And he asked Philip to come up 
and sit with him. The place in the Scripture which he 
read was this: ‘He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; 
And as a lamb before its shearer  is  silent, So He 
opened not His mouth. In His humiliation His  justice 
was taken away, And who will declare His generation? 
For His life is  taken from the earth.’ So the eunuch 
answered Philip and said, ‘I ask you, of whom does 
the prophet say this, of himself or of some other 
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man?’ Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 
at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.  ” ACTS 
8:27-35 

Saul of Tarsus did not believe that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah and did his best to destroy the followers of Jesus 
and stamp out their movement. That is until he met Jesus on 
the road to Damascus.


Notice that Saul’s mission changed from destroying the 
message of Jesus as Messiah to proving that Jesus is 
Messiah.


“Then all who heard were amazed, and said,  ‘Is this 
not he who destroyed those who called on this name 
in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so 
that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?’ 
But Saul increased all the more in strength,  and 
confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, 
proving that this Jesus is the Christ.” ACTS 9:21-22 



The Great Reveal  of 26 89

Saul, who became known as Paul, preached that Jesus was 
the Christ (Messiah) throughout a 30-year ministry, never 
wavering from that message. It was a message that 
resonated with many Jews and God-fearing Gentiles.


“Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and 
for three Sabbaths  reasoned with them from the 
Scriptures,  explaining and demonstrating  that the 
Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, 
and saying,  ‘This Jesus whom I preach to you is the 
Christ.’ And some of them were persuaded; and a 
great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of 
the leading women, joined Paul and  Silas.” ACTS 
17:2-4 

“When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, 
Paul was compelled by the Spirit, and testified to the 
Jews that Jesus is the Christ.” ACTS 18:5 
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“And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren 
wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and 
when he arrived,  he greatly helped those who had 
believed through grace;  for he vigorously refuted the 
Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus 
is the Christ.” ACTS 18:27-28 

“Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this day 
I stand, witnessing both to small and great, saying no 
other things than those  which the prophets 
and Moses said would come—  that the Christ would 
suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, 
and would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to 
the Gentiles.” ACTS 26:22-24 

“Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented 
house, and received all who came to him, preaching 
the kingdom of God and teaching the things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no 
one forbidding him.” ACTS 28:30-31 
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These chapters in Acts demonstrate that the earliest 
followers of Jesus Christ believed He was the promised 
Messiah God had sent to save Israel. The leaders of Israel 
rejected the Messiah and would pay dearly for their rejection. 
Roman legions destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple, just as 
Jesus prophesied, within 40 years of Peter’s preaching on 
Pentecost. Pharisees and Sadducees lost their power and 
position, along with many of their lives. The Church 
continued to grow across the Roman Empire, just as Jesus 
prophesied.
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Chapter 31


God is on an Epic Journey through time, space and eternity. 
This is His journey, but He designed it so we could go with 
Him.


As we wrote in the last part of our study everything we see 
around us falls within God’s eternal plan. Nothing surprises 
Him because He has all knowledge and nothing is beyond 
His ability to control because He has all power. “He will 
accomplish all that He determined before the foundation of 
the world and time began.”


Jesus Christ is the primary focus of the Bible: Old and New 
Testament. Prophecy in the Old Testament pointed to His 
coming from Heaven to earth. Jesus fulfilled much of the 
prophecy during His life on earth. What was not fulfilled in the 
past will be fulfilled in the future. That is a primary message 
of the Lord’s apostles.
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“He said to them,  ‘But who do  you say that I am?’ 
Simon Peter answered and said,  ‘You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” MATTHEW 16:15-16 
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Prophecy in Apostolic Letters 

The apostles of the Lord Jesus referred to Old Testament 
Scripture hundreds of times in their letters. It is a 
demonstration of how important God’s Word was to the 
apostles. The Hebrew Scriptures were important to the 
Jewish people. The sacred writings contained the history of 
humanity and Israel. They also contained great promises from 
God to the people of Israel that He would save them from 
their enemies through His Anointed One, Mashiach (māšîaḥ – 
Messiah).


The writings of the apostles would become Scripture to the 
Christian Church and the apostles built on the writings of the 
prophets of Hebrew Scriptures. The Writings of prophets and 
apostles are the foundation for all Christian doctrine 
(teaching).
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“Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God,  having 
been  built  on the foundation of the  apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being  the chief 
cornerstone,  in whom the whole building, being fitted 
together, grows into  a holy temple in the Lord,  in 
whom you also are being built together for a dwelling 
place of God in the Spirit.” EPHESIANS 2:19-22 

Let’s look at how the apostles connected Old Testament 
prophecy to New Testament revelation beginning with the 
Apostle Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. Paul referenced Old 
Testament writings more than a hundred times in Romans, so 
we’ll share a smaller number as examples.
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Paul to the Romans 

“What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not 
p u r s u e r i g h t e o u s n e s s , h a v e a t t a i n e d t o 
righteousness,  even the righteousness of faith;  but 
Israel,  pursuing the law of righteousness,  has not 
attained to the law  of righteousness.  Why? 
Because  they did  not  seek it  by faith, but as it 
were, by the works of the law. For  they stumbled at 
that stumbling stone. As it is written: ‘Behold, I lay in 
Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, 
And  whoever believes on Him will not be put to 
shame.” ROMANS 9:30-33 

“He will be as a sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offense To both the houses of Israel, As 
a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.” 
ISAIAH 8:14 
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“Therefore thus says the Lord God: ‘Behold, I lay in 
Zion a stone for a foundation, A tried stone, a precious 
cornerstone, a sure foundation; Whoever believes will 
not act hastily.” ISAIAH 28:16 

“But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, in your 
mouth and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith 
which we preach): that if you confess with your mouth 
the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with 
the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the 
Scripture says,  ‘Whoever believes on Him will not be 
put to shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew 
and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who 
call upon Him.  For  ‘whoever calls  on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.” ROMANS 10:8-13 

“Therefore thus says the Lord God: ‘Behold, I lay in 
Zion a stone for a foundation, A tried stone, a precious 
cornerstone, a sure foundation; Whoever believes will 
not act hastily.” ISAIAH 28:16 
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“And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the 
name of the Lord Shall be saved. For  in Mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem there shall be  deliverance, As 
the  Lord  has said, Among  the remnant whom 
the Lord calls.” JOEL 2:32 

“How then shall they call on Him in whom they have 
not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of 
whom they have not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, 
Who bring glad tidings of good things!’ But they have 
not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who 
has believed our report?’ So then faith  comes  by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God. But I say, 
have they not heard? Yes indeed: ‘Their sound has 
gone out to all the earth, And their words to the ends 
of the world.’ But I say, did Israel not know? First 
Moses says: I will provoke you to jealousy by  those 
who are  not a nation, I will move you to anger by 
a  foolish nation.’ But Isaiah is very bold and says: ‘I 
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was found by those who did not seek Me; I was made 
manifest to those who did not ask for Me.’ But to 
Israel he says: ‘All day long I have stretched out My 
hands To a disobedient and contrary people.” 
ROMANS 10:14-21 

“How beautiful upon the mountains Are the feet of him 
who brings good news, Who proclaims peace, Who 
brings glad tidings of good  things, Who proclaims 
salvation, Who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!” 
ISAIAH 52:7 

“Behold, on the mountains The feet of him who brings 
good tidings, Who proclaims peace! O Judah, keep 
your appointed feasts, Perform your vows. For 
the wicked one shall no more pass through you; He 
is utterly cut off.” NAHUM 1:15 

“Who has believed our report? And to whom has the 
arm of the Lord been revealed?” ISAIAH 53:1 
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“Their  line has gone out through all the earth, And 
their words to the end of the world.” PSALM 19:4 

“They have provoked Me to jealousy by what  is not 
God; They have moved Me to anger by their  foolish 
idols. But I will provoke them to jealousy by those who 
are not a nation; I will move them to anger by a foolish 
nation.” DEUTERONOMY 32:21 

“I was sought by those who did not ask for Me; I was 
found by  those who did not seek Me. I said, ‘Here I 
am, here I am,’ To a nation that was not called by My 
name. I have stretched out My hands all day long to 
a  rebellious people, Who  walk in a way  that is  not 
good, According to their own thoughts.” ISAIAH 
65:1-2 
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“For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be  wise in 
your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened 
to Israel  until the fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The 
Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob; For this  is My covenant with 
them, When I take away their sins.” ROMANS 
11:26-27 

“The Redeemer will come to Zion, And to those who 
turn from transgression in Jacob,’ Says the  Lord.” 
ISAIAH 59:20 

“For  we shall all stand before the judgment seat 
of  Christ.  For it is written: ‘As  I live, says the  Lord, 
Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall 
confess to God.’ So then  each of us shall give 
account of himself to God.” ROMANS 14:10-12 

“I have sworn by Myself; The word has gone out of My 
mouth  in  righteousness, And shall not return, That to 
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Me every knee shall bow, Every tongue shall take an 
oath.” ISAIAH 45:23 

“We  then who are strong ought to bear with 
the  scruples of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves.  Let each of us please  his  neighbor 
for his good, leading to edification. For even Christ did 
not please Himself; but as it is written,  ‘The 
reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.’ 
For whatever things were written before were written 
for our learning, that we through the  patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” ROMANS 
15:1-4 

“Because zeal for Your house has eaten me up, And 
the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen 
on me.” PSALM 69:9 
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“Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to 
the circumcision for the truth of God,  to confirm the 
promises made  to the fathers,  and  that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: ‘For 
this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, 
And sing to Your name.’ And again he says: ‘Rejoice, 
O Gentiles, with His people!’ And again: ‘Praise 
the Lord, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!’ 
And again, Isaiah says:’ There shall be a root of Jesse; 
And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, In 
Him the Gentiles shall hope.’ Now may the God of 
hope fill you with all  joy and peace in believing, that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” ROMANS 15:8-13 

“Therefore I will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the 
Gentiles, And sing praises to Your name.” 2 SAMUEL 
22:50 

“Therefore I will give thanks to You, O  Lord, among 
the Gentiles, And sing praises to Your name.” PSALM 
18:49 
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 “Praise  the Lord, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you 
peoples!” PSALM 117:1 

“There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, 
And a Branch shall grow out of his roots.” ISAIAH 11:1 

“And  in that day  there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who 
shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles 
shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be 
glorious.” ISAIAH 11:10 

“And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, 
not where Christ was named,  lest I should build on 
another man’s foundation,  but as it is written: ‘To 
whom He was not announced, they shall see; And 
those who have not heard shall understand.” 
ROMANS 15:20-21 
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“So shall He  sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut 
their mouths at Him; For what had not been told them 
they shall see, And what they had not heard they shall 
consider.” ISAIAH 52:15 
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Chapter 32


Christians are on an Epic Journey through time, space and 
eternity with God. The purpose of this ongoing study is to 
explain the purpose of the journey and how we can best 
participate with Him.


As we saw in the last part of our study, the apostles of Jesus 
Christ referred to Old Testament Scripture hundreds of times 
in their letters. Many of the references were prophecies about 
God’s Anointed One, Mashiach (māšîaḥ  – Messiah).   The 
Apostle Paul, who wrote much of the New Testament, used 
the Old Testament Scriptures more than any other apostle. 
The Epistle to the Romans references more than 100 Old 
Testament Scriptures. We looked first at Paul’s Letter to the 
Romans and now move on to 1 and 2 Corinthians.
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As you look at Paul’s use of the Old Testament, look at the 
context of Paul’s writings and the prophets’ writings. That 
helps us understand the reason Paul selected the quotes he 
did and how it would have impacted his original audience.
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Paul to the Corinthians 

But as it is written: ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, 
Nor have entered into the heart of man The things 
which God has prepared for those who love Him.’ 1 
Corinthians 2:9 

For since the beginning of the world Men  have not 
heard nor perceived by the ear, Nor has the eye seen 
any God besides You, Who acts for the one who waits 
for Him. Isaiah 64:4 

For ‘who has known the mind of the Lord that he may 
instruct Him?’  But we have the mind of Christ. 1 
Corinthians 2:16 

Who has directed the Spirit of the  Lord, Or  as  His 
counselor has taught Him? Isaiah 40:13 
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… and all drank the same  spiritual drink. For they 
drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and 
that Rock was Christ. 1 Corinthians 10:4 

Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in 
Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will 
come out of it, that the people may drink. Exodus 17:6 

Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice 
with his rod; and water came out abundantly, and the 
congregation and their animals drank. Numbers 20:11 

Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them 
did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; nor let 
us  tempt Christ, as  some of them also tempted, 
and  were destroyed by serpents;  nor complain, 
as  some of them also complained, and  were 
destroyed by the destroyer. 1 Corinthians 10:8-10 
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Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people 
began to commit harlotry with the women of Moab. 
Numbers 25:1 

But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, And tested 
God in the desert. Psalms 106:14 

So the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel 
died. Numbers 21:6 

And all the children of Israel complained against 
Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to 
them, ‘If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if 
only we had died in this wilderness! Numbers 14:2 

Now the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, 
who returned and made all the congregation complain 
against him by bringing a bad report of the land. 
Numbers 14:36 
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For  I delivered to you first of all that  which I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose 
again the third day  according to the Scriptures. 1 
Corinthians 15:3-4 

My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why 
are You so far from helping Me, And from the words of 
My groaning? Psalm 22:1 

But I am a worm, and no man; A reproach of men, and 
despised by the people. All those who see Me ridicule 
Me; They  shoot out the lip, they shake the 
head, saying, ‘He  trusted in the Lord, let Him rescue 
Him; Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him! 
Psalm 22:6-8 

I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of 
joint; My heart is like wax; It has melted within Me. My 
strength is dried up like a potsherd, And My tongue 
clings to My jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of 
death. Psalm 22:14-15 
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For dogs have surrounded Me; The congregation of 
the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced My hands 
and My feet; I can count all My bones. They 
look and stare at Me. They divide My garments among 
them, And for My clothing they cast lots. Psalm 
22:16-18 

He was  taken from  prison and from judgment, And 
who will declare His generation? For He was cut off 
from the land of the living; For the transgressions of 
My people He was stricken. And they made His grave 
with the wicked— But with the rich at His death, 
Because He had done no violence, Nor  was 
any  dece i t i n H i s mou th . Ye t i t p l eased 
the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When 
You make His soul  an offering for sin, He shall 
see  His  seed, He shall prolong  His  days, And the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. Isaiah 
53:8-10 

For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You 
allow Your Holy One to see corruption. Psalm 16:10 
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For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 
feet … For  ‘He has put all things under His feet.’ But 
when He says ‘all things are put under  Him,‘  it 
is  evident that He who put all things under Him is 
excepted. 1 Corinthians 15:25, 27 

What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son 
of man that You visit him? For You have made him a 
little lower than  the angels, And You have crowned 
him with glory and honor. You have made him to have 
dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put 
all things under his feet. Psalm 8:4-6 

The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I 
make Your enemies Your footstool. Psalms 110:1 

And so it is written,  ‘The first man Adam became a 
living being.’ The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 
1 Corinthians 15:45 
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And the  Lord  God formed man  of  the  dust of the 
ground, and  breathed into his  nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living being. Genesis 2:7 

So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and 
this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written:  ‘Death is 
swallowed up in victory.’ ‘O Death, where  is  your 
sting? O Hades, where  is your victory?’ 1 Corinthians 
15:54-55 

He wil l  swallow up death forever, And the 
Lord  God  will  wipe away tears from all faces; The 
rebuke of His people He will take away from all the 
earth; For the Lord has spoken. Isaiah 25:8 

I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will 
redeem them from death. O Death,  I will be your 
plagues! O  Grave,  I will be your destruction! Pity is 
hidden from My eyes. Hosea 13:14 
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… unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that 
the children of Israel could not look steadily at the end 
of what was passing away. 2 Corinthians 3:13 

And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he 
put  a veil on his face. But whenever Moses went in 
before the Lord to speak with Him, he would take the 
veil off until he came out; and he would come out and 
speak to the children of Israel whatever he had been 
commanded. And whenever the children of Israel saw 
the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone, 
then Moses would put the veil on his face again, until 
he went in to speak with Him. Exodus 34:33-35 

And since we have the same spirit of faith, according 
to what is written,  ‘I believed and therefore I 
spoke,’  we also believe and therefore speak. 2 
Corinthians 4:13 

I believed, therefore I spoke, ‘I am greatly afflicted. 
Psalms 116:10 
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Therefore, if anyone  is  in Christ,  he is  a new 
creation;  old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Do not remember the former things, Nor consider the 
things of old. Behold, I will do a  new thing, Now it 
shall spring forth; Shall you not know it? I will even 
make a road in the wilderness And rivers in the desert. 
Isaiah 43:18-19 

For He says: ‘In an acceptable time I have heard you, 
And in the day of salvation I have helped you.’ Behold, 
now  is  the accepted time; behold, now  is  the day of 
salvation. 2 Corinthians 6:2 

Thus says the  Lord: ‘In an  acceptable  time I have 
heard You, And in the day of salvation I have helped 
You; I will preserve You and give You As a covenant to 
the people, To restore the earth, To cause them to 
inherit the desolate heritages. Isaiah 49:8 
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And what agreement has the temple of God with 
idols? For  you are the temple of the living God. As 
God has said: ‘I will dwell in them And walk 
among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My 
people. 2 Corinthians 6:16 

I will dwell among the children of Israel and will  be 
their God. Exodus 29:45 

I will set My tabernacle among you, and My soul shall 
not abhor you. Leviticus 26:11 

‘You shall be  My people, And I will be your God.’ 
Jeremiah 30:22  

At the same time,’ says the Lord, ‘I will be the God of 
all the families of Israel, and they shall be My people.’ 
Jeremiah 31:1 

They shall be  My people, and I will be their God. 
Jeremiah 32:38 
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My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will 
be  their God, and they shall be My people. Ezekiel 
37:27 

I will  bring them  back, And they shall dwell in the 
midst of Jerusalem. They shall be My people And I will 
be their God, In truth and righteousness.’ Zechariah 
8:8 

Therefore ‘Come out from among them And be 
separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, 
And I will receive you.’ ‘I will be a Father to you, And 
you shall be My  sons and daughters, Says 
the Lord Almighty. 2 Corinthians 6:17-18 

Depart! Depart! Go out from there, Touch no 
unclean thing; Go out from the midst of her, Be clean, 
You who bear the vessels of the Lord. Isaiah 52:11 

But  ‘he who glories, let him glory in the  Lord.’ 2 
Corinthians 10:17 
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You shall  winnow them, the wind shall carry them 
away, And the whirlwind shall scatter them; You shall 
rejoice in the Lord, And glory in the Holy One of Israel. 
Isaiah 41:16 

But  let him who glories glory in this, That he 
understands and knows Me, That I  am  the  Lord, 
exe rc i s ing lov ingk indness ,  j udgment , and 
righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight,’ says 
the Lord. Jeremiah 9:24 
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Chapter 33


We are sharing insights into an Epic Journey that every 
Christian is walking. Our purpose is to look at how to walk 
worthy of the calling with which we were called.

The apostles of Christ referred to Old Testament Scriptures 
hundreds of times in their sermons and letters. It’s important 
that we remember that those Old Testament Scriptures were 
the Hebrew Bible during the 1st century AD. As the apostles 
wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, what we know 
as the New Testament was born.

We’ve seen in previous parts of this study that many of the 
Scripture references by Jesus and His apostles were about 
God’s Anointed One, Mashiach (māšîaḥ  – Messiah). The 
Apostle Paul, who wrote a large portion of the New 
Testament, referenced more than 100 Old Testament 
Scriptures in his letter to the Romans. We looked at Paul’s 
use of the Hebrew Bible in 1 and 2 Corinthians in the last part 
of our study.
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Old Testament Scriptures in Galatians

It’s helpful to remember that Paul’s letters in the New 
Testament are not in chronological order, unless you use a 
Chronological Bible. Romans and 1 and 2 Corinthians appear 
before Galatians, but Paul wrote Galatians several years 
earlier.

Galatia was a predominately Gentile area of the ancient world 
that we know now as part of the country of Turkey. Because of 
the Diaspora (dispersion of the Jews) centuries earlier, many 
Jewish people lived in Galatia.
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Credit BibleStudy.org

We see the Apostle Paul venture into Galatia during his first 
missionary journey. He and Barnabas left Pahphos, Cyprus, 
and sail to Perga in Pamphylia. That’s where John Mark left 
them and returned to Jerusalem. They then left Perga and 
came to Antioch in Pisidia and went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath Day. Paul preached the Gospel of Christ. Many of 
the Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, 
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“who speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the 
grace of God” (Acts 13:43).

As you look through Paul’s sermon in Acts 13:16-41, you will 
see him reference the Hebrew Bible many times. In fact, 
Paul’s entire narrative about Israel’s history was drawn from 
the Old Testament Scriptures. Three of them were from the 
Psalms (Psalms 2, 16 and 55) and one from Habakkuk. Paul 
also referenced the things Peter and the other apostles had 
told him about Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection and being 
seen alive by many witnesses.

The next Sabbath Day must have been an amazing scene. 
Almost the entire city came to the synagogue to hear Paul 
preach. However, when the Jews saw the large crowds they 
were filled with envy and opposed Paul. Paul and Barnabas 
grew bold and told the Jews that “It was necessary that the 
word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you 
reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 
behold, we turn to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:46). Paul then 
quoted from the prophet Isaiah — “I have set you as a light to 
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the Gentiles, That you should be for salvation to the ends of 
the earth” (Acts 13:47; Isaiah 49:6). That excited the Gentiles 
and “as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed” 
(Acts 13:48). However, it wasn’t long before the Jews raised 
up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas “and expelled 
them from their region” (Acts 13:50).

Paul and Barnabas visited other towns in southern Galatia 
during the first missionary journey and their preaching and 
teaching led to a conflict with Jewish believers in Jerusalem 
that led to the Jerusalem Council we read about in Acts 15 
and Galatians 2.

Paul and Barnabas had a falling out over John Mark’s leaving 
them in Pamphylia. Barnabas took his cousin John Mark and 
sailed to Cyprus. Paul chose Silas and they went through 
Syria and Cilicia, “strengthening the churches” (Acts 
15:40-41).
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Credit BibleStudy.org

Paul and Silas traveled back into Galatia during Paul’s second 
missionary journey and eventually traveled to Macedonia, 
Greece and Asia Minor based on the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. Paul returned to Antioch, Syria for a time, then began 
his third missionary journey by visiting Galatia and Phrygia “in 
order, strengthening all the disciples” (Acts 18:23). Silas is not 
mentioned as traveling with Paul on the third missionary 
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journey. Timothy joined Paul and Silas during the second 
journey and was still traveling with Paul during the third.

Credit BibleStudy.org
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“Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and 
for three Sabbaths  reasoned with them from the 
Scriptures,  explaining and demonstrating  that the 
Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, 
and saying,  ‘This Jesus whom I preach to you is the 
Christ.” Acts 17:2-3

“Then  the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas 
away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went 
into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more fair-
minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readiness, and searched the 
Scriptures daily  to find out whether these things were 
so. Therefore many of them believed, and also not a 
few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men.” 
Acts 17:10-12
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Paul continued to reference the Hebrew Scriptures when he 
wrote to the Galatians. Here are several examples from the 
more than 20 in his letter ..

But from those  who seemed to be something—
whatever they were, it makes no difference to 
me;  God  shows personal favoritism to no man—for 
those who seemed  to be something added nothing to 
me. Galatians 2:6

For the  Lord  your God  is God of gods and  Lord of 
lords, the great God,  mighty and awesome, 
who  shows no partiality nor takes a bribe. 
Deuteronomy 10:17

… knowing that a man is not  justified by the works of 
the law but  by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have 
believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by 
the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. 
Galatians 2:16
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Do not enter into judgment with Your servant, For in 
Your sight no one living is righteous. Psalm 143:2

… just as Abraham  ‘believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness.’ Galatians 3:6

And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to 
him for righteousness. Genesis 15:6

And  the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify 
the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham 
beforehand,  saying,  ‘In you all the nations shall be 
blessed. Galatians 3:8

I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him 
who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed. Genesis 12:3

In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed, because you have obeyed My voice. Genesis 
22:18
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And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars 
of heaven; I will give to your descendants all these 
lands;  and in your seed all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed. Genesis 26:4

Also your  descendants shall be as the dust of the 
earth; you shall spread abroad  to the west and the 
east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your 
seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 
Genesis 28:14

For as many as are of the works of the law are under 
the curse; for it is written,  ‘Cursed  is  everyone who 
does not continue in all things which are written in the 
book of the law, to do them.’ Galatians 3:10

Cursed  is the one who does not confirm all the words 
of this law by observing them.’ ‘And all the people shall 
say, ‘Amen!’ Deuteronomy 27:26
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But that no one is  justified by the law in the sight of 
God  is evident, for  ‘the just shall live by faith.’ 
Galatians 3:11

For  the vision  is yet for an appointed time; But at the 
end it will speak, and it will  not lie. Though it 
tarries, wait for it; Because it will  surely come, It will 
not tarry. ‘Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in 
him; But the just shall live by his faith. Habakkuk 2:3-4

Yet the law is not of faith, but ‘the man who does them 
shall live by them.’ Galatians 3:12

You shall therefore keep My statutes and My 
judgments, which if a man does, he shall live by them: 
I am the Lord. Leviticus 18:5

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
hav i ng become a cu r se f o r us ( f o r i t i s 
written,  Cursed  is  everyone who hangs on a tree’). 
Galatians 3:13
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his body shall not remain overnight on the tree, but 
you shall surely bury him that day, so that you do not 
defile the land which the  Lord  your God is giving 
y o u  a s  a n i n h e r i t a n c e ; f o r  h e w h o i s 
hanged is accursed of God. Deuteronomy 21:23

For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by 
a bondwoman,  the other by a freewoman. Galatians 
4:22

So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his 
son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. Genesis 16:15

For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his 
old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to 
him. Genesis 21:2

And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom 
she had borne to Abraham, scoffing. Genesis 21:9
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For it is written: ‘Rejoice, O barren, You who do not 
bear! Break forth and shout, You who are not in labor! 
For the desolate has many more children Than she 
who has a husband.’ Galatians 4:27

Sing, O barren, You who have not borne! Break forth 
into singing, and cry aloud, You who have not labored 
with child! For more  are  the children of the desolate 
Than the children of the married woman,” says 
the Lord. Isaiah 54:1

Nevertheless what does  the Scripture say?  ‘Cast out 
the bondwoman and her son, for  the son of the 
bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the 
freewoman.’ Galatians 4:30

Therefore she said to Abraham,  ‘Cast out this 
bondwoman and her son; for the son of this 
bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely with 
Isaac.’ Genesis 21:10
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For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ Galatians 5:14

You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge 
against the children of your people, but you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself: I  am  the  Lord. Leviticus 
19:18

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever 
a man sows, that he will also reap. Galatians 6:7

Even as I have seen, Those who plow iniquity And 
sow trouble reap the same. Job 4:8

He who sows iniquity will reap sorrow, And the rod of 
his anger will fail. Proverbs 22:8

They sow the wind, And reap the whirlwind. The stalk 
has no bud; It shall never produce meal. If it should 
produce, Aliens would swallow it up. Hosea 8:7
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Sow for yourselves righteousness; Reap in mercy; 
Break up your fallow ground, For  it is  time to seek 
the  Lord, Till He  comes and rains righteousness on 
you. Hosea 10:12
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Concluding Galatians

Galatians may have been Paul’s first letter to Christians .. at 
least the first one we have available to read. Paul used Old 
Testament Scriptures when he preached to the Galatians and 
again when he wrote to them. Paul did not share his opinions 
or ideas with people. He relied upon God’s Word as he 
preached and wrote. The Holy Spirit brought those Scriptures 
to mind as He inspired the Apostle Paul. That should make us 
sit up straight and bend our ear and heart to Paul’s letters as 
we read them.
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Chapter 34

Every true follower of Jesus Christ is on an epic journey. Our 
journey is with God. In fact, it’s God’s journey. We are walking 
with Him and following Him wherever He takes us.

What did Jesus say to the men He called to be His disciples? 
“Follow Me.” Those men, the men we call apostles, were on a 
journey with Jesus. Each of them was on a personal journey 
before Jesus called them to follow Him. Once they stopped 
their personal journey and followed Jesus, they were on an 
epic journey. It was something greater than any of them could 
have ever imagined.

That is what happens to a person who hears the call of Christ 
to follow Him. They leave their personal journey and step into 
a whole new world filled with unexpected twists and turns. 
This journey is an epic journey through time, space and 
eternity.
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We’ve seen that the apostles of Christ referred to Old 
Testament Scriptures hundreds of times in their sermons and 
letters. That’s because the Old Testament Scriptures were the 
Hebrew Bible during the 1st century AD. The New Testament 
was born as the apostles wrote under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit.

It’s important that we remember the primary reason we read 
and study the Old Testament. Jesus explained it to His 
disciples after His resurrection:

Then He said to them,  ‘These are  the words which I 
spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of 
Moses and  the Prophets and  the Psalms concerning 
Me.’ And  He opened their understanding, that they 
might comprehend the Scriptures. Then He said to 
them, ‘Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for 
the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third 
day, and that repentance and remission of sins should 
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be preached in His name  to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. Luke 24:44-47

The Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) points to Jesus’ suffering 
and resurrection. It also points to the need of all people to 
repent of their sins and receive forgiveness through the name 
of Jesus.

The apostles learned their post-resurrection lesson well and 
preached from the Old Testament about Jesus Christ and 
salvation in His name alone. They did the same in their letters 
to the early followers of Christ.

We’ve been most recently looking at how the Apostle Paul 
used Old Testament references about Jesus, including his 
letters to the Romans, Corinthians and Galatians. Many 
scholars believe that Galatians was Paul’s first letter, followed 
by 1 & 2 Thessalonians.
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Old Testament Scriptures in 1 & 2 Thessalonians

Paul visited the city of Thessalonica during his second 
missionary journey. Silas and Timothy were with him.

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to  Thessalonica, where there 
was a synagogue of the Jews.  Then Paul, as his 
custom was,  went in to them, and for three 
S a b b a t h s  r e a s o n e d w i t h t h e m f r o m t h e 
Scriptures,  explaining and demonstrating  that the 
Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, 
and saying,  ‘This Jesus whom I preach to you is the 
Christ.’ And some of them were persuaded; and a 
great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of 
the leading women, joined Paul and Silas. Acts 17:1-4
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Notice how similar Paul’s preaching was to what Jesus taught 
His disciples after His resurrection:

• Jesus — “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for 
the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third 
day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in His name  to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.”

• P a u l — “ r e a s o n e d w i t h t h e m f r o m t h e 
Scriptures, explaining and demonstrating  that the Christ 
had to suffer and rise again from the dead, 
and  saying,  ‘This Jesus whom I preach to you is the 
Christ.'”

The Old Testament message that the Messiah would suffer 
and rise from the dead was Paul’s message to the Jews in 
their synagogues. That did not go over well with many of the 
Jews. Those who were not persuaded by Paul’s preaching 
became envious and gathered a mob to attack the house of 
Jason where they believed Paul and Silas were staying. The 
new believers in Thessalonica sent Paul and Silas away by 
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night to Berea. Paul preached in the Berean synagogue and 
the Jews there “were more fair-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out 
whether these things were so (Acts 17:11-12). Many of the 
Jews believed, including several Greeks who were prominent 
in the community. However, some of the unbelieving Jews in 
Thessalonica heard that Paul was preaching in Berea and 
went there to stir up trouble. The new believers in Berea sent 
Paul away, but Silas and Timothy remained in Berea. Paul 
went on to Athens.

What we learn from Acts 17 is that Paul started the churches 
in Thessalonica and Berea, but didn’t have much time to train 
the new believers. That fact helps us understand some of the 
issues that arose in Thessalonica and why Paul wrote two 
letters to them.

Let’s see how Paul used Old Testament references in those 
letters.
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1 Thessalonians

The believers in Thessalonica had some misunderstandings 
about the resurrection of saints and the return of Jesus Christ 
for His people. Paul addressed that in 1 Thessalonians 4, 
then turned his attention to the Day of the Lord in chapter 5.

But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope 
of salvation. 1 Thessalonians 5:8

For He put on righteousness as a breastplate, And a 
helmet of salvation on His head; He put on the 
garments of vengeance for clothing, And was clad with 
zeal as a cloak. Isaiah 59:17

We know the verse in Isaiah 59 is about Messiah the 
salvation of Israel because of the verses that precede it. 
Isaiah was writing about how the sins of Israel had separated 
the people from God. The Lord wanted His people to repent 
and confess their sins:
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Then the Lord saw it, and it displeased Him That there 
was  no justice. He saw that  there was  no man, 
And  wondered that  there was  no intercessor; 
Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; And 
His own righteousness, it sustained Him. Isaiah 
59:15-16

The verses that follow Isaiah 59:15-17 concern Messiah 
repaying the enemies of Israel when He returns as the 
“Redeemer” of Zion “and to those who turn from transgression 
in Jacob” (Isaiah 59:18-20).

Paul quoted from King Solomon a few verses later. While not 
specifically Messianic, it demonstrates how Paul would refer 
to wisdom from the Davidic lineage.

See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but 
always pursue what is good both for yourselves and 
for all. 1 Thessalonians 5:15
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Whoever  rewards evil for good, Evil will not depart 
from his house. Proverbs 17:13

2 Thessalonians

Paul wrote his second letter to the Thessalonians several 
months later to continue teaching them about future events.

Now, brethren,  concerning the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ  and our gathering together to Him, we 
ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, 
either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as 
though the day of  Christ had come.  Let no one 
deceive you by any means; for  that Day will not 
come unless the falling away comes first, and the man 
of sin is revealed,  the son of perdition, who opposes 
and exalts himself above all that is called God or that 
is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God. 2 Thessalonians 
2:1-4
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Paul’s comment in verse 4 is from the Book of Daniel in the 
context of a prophetic vision.

Then the king shall do according to his own will: he 
shall exalt and magnify himself above every god, shall 
speak blasphemies against the God of gods, and shall 
prosper till the wrath has been accomplished; for what 
has been determined shall be done. Daniel 11:36

Paul quoted from Isaiah a few verses later in the context of 
the future reign of Messiah on earth.

And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the 
Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and 
destroy  with the brightness of His coming. 2 
Thessalonians 2:8
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But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; He 
shall  strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And 
with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. 
Isaiah 11:4

It’s important to see how Paul referred to the Old Testament to 
help young believers understand God’s eternal plan.

The Bible is one story — the story of God the Father, God the 
Son and God the Holy Spirit and their eternal plan to redeem 
the lost and take us on an epic journey in this life and the 
next.
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The Apostle Paul referred to the Hebrew Scriptures more than 
any other New Testament writer as evidence for Jesus of 
Nazareth being the promised Messiah. We’ve looked at Paul’s 
letters to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians and 
Thessalonians so far in our study. We will look at the letters 
the apostle wrote from prison in the next part.

[You can read more about the story of the Old Testament 
Prophecies  in our book  A History of Man’s Quest for 
Immorality.]
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