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So far in our special eBook series, we’ve looked at 
catechisms of the Early Church, Luther’s Catechism, 
Calvin’s Catechism (also known as the Geneva Catechism), 
and the Heidelberg Catechism.

We turn next to the Westminster Catechisms.
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Westminster History

The Westminster Catechisms (Shorter and Longer) were 
part of the Westminster Confession. A large group of pastors 
and theologians gathered at Westminster Abbey in London 
during the English Civil War (1642–1651). Religious 
freedom was one of the primary issues of the conflict, so the 
English Parliament called the theologians together in what 
became known as the Westminster Assembly. The 
theologians, from England and Scotland, met from 1643 to 
1653. The result was the Westminster Confession and 
Catechisms.

The Westminster Confession of Faith has been used by 
many churches and denominations through the centuries. 
Some of the more recent confessions or catechisms have 
the Westminster Confession as its base.
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The Westminster Shorter Catechism has 107 questions and 
answers. The Longer Catechism has 196 questions and 
answers. For the purpose of this series, we are sharing 
examples from the shorter catechisms for parents to 
consider teaching their children.

The Shorter Catechism is almost entirely a byproduct of 
the Larger but with a more personal focus, often 
considering the individual where the Larger Catechism 
considers the church. Christians using the Westminster 
Standards are best served when they use each of the 
documents as it was intended. The Westminster 
Confession serves as a quick-reference guide for 
careful statements of Christian doctrine. The Larger 
Catechism is intended as a teaching tool for churches 
and families, covering matters of faith and life. The 
Shorter Catechism is a tight summary of classic 
Christian doctrines, capable of being memorized even 
by a child.

The Shorter Catechism is well known for its crisp 
statements of key Christian doctrines. But its claim to 
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fame is found in the questions and answers that 
bookend the whole and encapsulate a vision for the 
Christian life. First, “What is the chief end of man? 
Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him 
forever” (WSC  1). And, at the end, “What doth the 
conclusion of the Lord’s prayer teach us? The 
conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen, teacheth us to take our encouragement in 
prayer from God only, and in our prayers to praise him, 
ascribing kingdom, power, and glory to him; and, in 
testimony of our desire, and assurance to be heard, we 
say, Amen.” (WSC 107). Westminster 101

https://faculty.wts.edu/posts/westminster-101/
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Westminster Shorter Catechism

• Questions 1-12 are about God as Creator

• Questions 13-20 are about original sin and humanity’s 
sinful nature

• Questions 21-38 are about Jesus Christ as Redeemer 
and the benefits of redemption

• Questions 39-84 are about the Ten Commandments

• Questions 85-97 are about the Sacraments

• Questions 98-107 are about the Lord’s Prayer
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Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?  
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for 
ever.

1 Cor. 10:31; Rom. 11:36; Ps. 73:25-28.

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may 
glorify and enjoy him?  
A. The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us 
how we may glorify and enjoy him.

2 Tim. 3:16; Eph. 2:20; 1 John 1:3-4.

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach?  
A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe 
concerning God, and what duty God requires of man.

2 Tim. 1:13; 2 Tim. 3:16.
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Q. 4. What is God?  
A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his 
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and 
truth.

John 4:24;  Job 11:7-9;  Ps. 90:2;  Jas. 1:17;  Ex. 3:14;  Ps. 
147:5; Rev. 4:8; 15:4; Ex. 34:6-7.

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one?  
A. There is but one only, the living and true God.

Deut. 6:4; Jer. 10:10.

Q. 13. Did our first parents continue in the estate wherein 
they were created?  
A. Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their own 
will, fell from the estate wherein they were created, by 
sinning against God.

Gen. 3:6-8, 13; Ecc. 7:29.
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Q. 14. What is sin?  
A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, 
the law of God.

1 John 3:4.

Q. 15. What was the sin whereby our first parents fell from 
the estate wherein they were created?  
A.  The sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate 
wherein they were created, was their eating the forbidden 
fruit.

Gen. 3:6, 12.

Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first transgression?  
A.  The covenant being made with Adam, not only for 
himself, but for his posterity; all mankind, descending from 
him by ordinary generation, sinned in him, and fell with him 
in his first transgression.

Gen. 2:16-17; Rom. 5:12; 1 Cor. 15:21-22.
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Q. 17. Into what estate did the fall bring mankind?  
A. The fall brought mankind into an estate of sin and misery.

Rom. 5:12.

Q. 21. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?  
A.  The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, became man, 
and so was, and continueth to be, God and man in two 
distinct natures, and one person, for ever.

1 Tim. 2:5-6; John 1:14; Gal. 4:4; Rom. 9:5; Luke 1:35; Col. 
2:9; Heb. 7:24-25.

Q. 22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?  
A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself 
a true body and a reasonable soul, being conceived by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, 
and born of her, yet without sin.

Heb. 2 :14 ,  16 ;  Heb. 10 :5 ;  Mat t . 26 :38 ;  Luke 
1:27, 31, 35, 42; Gal. 4:4; Heb. 4:15; Heb. 7:26.



Why Learn A Christian Catechism?  of 12 101

Q. 23. What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer?  
A.  Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices of a 
prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in his estate of 
humiliation and exaltation.

Acts 3:21-22; Heb. 12:25 with 2 Cor. 13:3; Heb. 5:5-7; Heb. 
7:25; Ps. 2:6; Isa. 9:6-7; Matt. 21:5; Ps. 2:8-11.

Q. 39. What is the duty which God requireth of man?  
A. The duty which God requireth of man, is obedience to his 
revealed will.

Mic. 6:8; 1 Sam. 15:22.

Q. 40. What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his 
obedience?  
A.  The rule which God at first revealed to man for his 
obedience, was the moral law.

Rom. 2:14-15; Rom. 10:5.
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Q. 41. Where is the moral law summarily comprehended?  
A.  The moral law is summarily comprehended in the ten 
commandments.

Deut. 10:4; Matt. 19:17.

Q. 42. What is the sum of the ten commandments?  
A. The sum of the ten commandments is, to love the Lord 
our God, with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our 
strength, and with all our mind; and our neighbor as 
ourselves.

Matt. 22:37-40.

Q. 85. What doth God require of us, that we may escape his 
wrath and curse, due to us for sin?  
A. To escape the wrath and curse of God, due to us for sin, 
God requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, repentance unto 
life, with the diligent use of all the outward means whereby 
Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption.

Acts 20:21; Prov. 2:1-5; Prov. 8:33-36; Isa. 55:3.
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Q. 86. What is faith in Jesus Christ?  
A.  Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we 
receive and rest upon him alone for salvation, as he is 
offered to us in the gospel.

Heb. 10:39; John 1:12; Isa. 26:3-4; Phil. 3:9; Gal. 2:16.

Q. 87. What is repentance unto life?  
A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, 
out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the 
mercy of God in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, 
turn from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor 
after, new obedience.

Acts 11:18;  Acts 2:37-38;  Joel 2:12;  Jer. 3:22;  Jer. 
31:18-19; Ezek. 36:31; 2 Cor. 7:11; Isa. 1:16-17.
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Q. 88. What are the outward and ordinary means whereby 
Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption?  
A.  The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ 
communicateth to us the benefits of redemption are, his 
ordinances, especially the Word, Sacraments, and prayer; 
all which are made effectual to the elect for salvation.

Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 2:42, 46-47.

Q. 98. What is prayer?  
A.  Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for 
things agreeable to his will, in the name of Christ, with 
confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of his 
mercies.

Ps. 62:8;  1 John 5:14;  John 16:23;  Ps. 32:5-6;  Dan. 
9:4; Phil. 4:6.
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Q. 99. What rule hath God given for our direction in prayer?  
A. The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer, 
but the special rule of direction is that form of prayer which 
Christ taught his disciples, commonly called, The Lord’s 
Prayer.

1 John 5:14; Matt. 6:9-13 with Luke 11:2-4.

Q. 100. What doth the preface of the Lord’s Prayer teach 
us?  
A. The preface of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, Our Father 
which art in heaven,” teacheth us to draw near to God with 
all holy reverence and confidence, as children to a father, 
able and ready to help us; and that we should pray with and 
for others.

Matt. 6:9; Rom. 8:15; Luke 11:13; Acts 12:5; 1 Tim. 2:1-2.
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Q. 107. What doth the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer teach 
us?  
A. The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen,” 
teacheth us to take our encouragement in prayer from God 
only, and in our prayers to praise him, ascribing kingdom, 
power, and glory to him; and in testimony of our desire and 
assurance to be heard, we say, Amen.

Matt. 6:13;  Dan. 9:4-9,  16-19;  1 Chr 29:10-13;  1 Cor. 
14:16; Rev. 22:20-21.

You can read the entire Westminster Shorter Catechism 
here and here.

https://thewestminsterstandard.org/westminster-shorter-catechism/
https://prts.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Shorter_Catechism.pdf
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We have looked previously at catechisms of the Early 
Church and from the early Reformation period (16th 
century). We move now to the 17th century and Keach’s 
Catechism.

Keach’s Catechism

This catechism is named after the primary author, Benjamin 
Keach. It is also known as the 1677 Baptist Catechism or 
1693 Baptist Catechism. British Baptists published the 
catechism in 1693.

Keach’s Catechism has some similarities to the Heidelberg 
and Westminster catechisms from the previous century. It 
has 118 questions and answers. Here are some examples 
for you to consider.
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Q. 1. Who is the first and best of beings?

A. God is the first and best of beings.

(Isaiah 44:6; Psalm 8:1; 97:9)

Q. 2. What is the chief end of man?

A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him 
forever.

(1 Cor. 10:31; Psalm 73:25-26)

Q. 3. How do we know there is a God?

A. The light of nature in man, and the works of God, plainly 
declare that there is a God; but His Word and Spirit only, do 
effectually reveal Him unto us for our salvation.

(Rom. 1:18-20; Psalm 19:1-2; 2 Tim. 3:15; 1 Cor. 1:21-24; 1 
Cor. 2:9-10)
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Q. 4. What is the Word of God?

A. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, being 
given by divine inspiration, are the Word of God, the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice.

(2 Peter 1:21; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Isaiah 8:20)

Q. 5. How do we know that the Bible is the Word of God?

A. The Bible evidences itself to be God’s Word by the 
heavenliness of its doctrine, the unity of its parts, its power 
to convert sinners and to edify saints; but the Spirit of God 
only, bearing witness by and with the Scriptures in our 
hearts, is able fully to persuade us that the Bible is the Word 
of God.

(1 Cor. 2:6-7, 13; Ps. 119:18, 129; Acts 10:43, 26:22; Acts 
18:28; Heb 4:12; Ps. 19:7-9; Rom. 15:4; John 16:13-4; 1 
John 2:20-27; 2 Cor. 3:14-17)
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Q. 17. Did our first parents continue in the estate wherein 
they were created?

A. Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their own 
will, fell from the estate wherein they were created, by 
sinning against God.

(Gen. 3:6; Eccles. 7:29; Rom. 5:12)

Q. 18. What is sin?

A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, 
the law of God.

(1 John 3:4; Rom. 5:13)
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Q. 19. What was the sin whereby our first parents fell from 
the estate wherein they were created?

A. The sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate 
wherein they were created, was their eating the forbidden 
fruit.

(Gen. 3:6, 12, 13)

Q. 20. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first transgression?

A. The covenant being made with Adam, not only for himself 
but for his posterity, all mankind, descending from him by 
ordinary generation, sinned in him, and fell with him in his 
first transgression.

(1 Cor. 15:21-22; Rom. 5:12, 18-19)

Q. 21. Into what estate did the fall bring mankind?

A. The fall brought mankind into an estate of sin and misery.

(Ps. 51:5; Rom. 5:18-19: Is. 64:6)
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Q. 25. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?

A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, became man, 
and so was and continues to be God and man, in two 
distinct natures and one person, forever.

(Gal. 3:13; 1 Tim. 2:5; John 1:14; 1 Tim. 3:16; Rom. 9:5; Col. 
2:9)

Q. 26. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?

A. Christ, the Son of God became man by taking to himself 
a true body and a reasonable soul; being conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary and 
born of her, yet without sin.

(Heb. 2:14; Matt. 26:38; Luke 2:52; John 12:27; Luke 
1:31-35; Heb. 4:15; 7:26)
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Q. 27. What offices does Christ execute as our Redeemer?

A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the offices of a 
prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in His estate of 
humiliation and exaltation.

(Acts 3:22; Heb. 5:6; Ps. 2:6)

Q. 31. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist?

A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in His being born, and that 
in a low condition, made under the law, undergoing the 
miseries of this life, the wrath of God, and the cursed death 
of the cross, in being buried, and continuing under the 
power of death for a time.

(Luke 2:7; Gal. 4:4; Is. 53:3; Luke 22:44; Matt. 27:46; Phil. 
2:8; Matt. 12:40; Mark 15:45-46)
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Q. 32. Wherein consists Christ’s exaltation?

A. Christ’s exaltation consists in His rising again from the 
dead on the third day, in ascending up into heaven, in sitting 
at the right hand of God the Father, and in coming to judge 
the world at the last day.

(1 Cor. 15:4; Acts 1:11; Mark 16:19; Acts 17:31)

Q. 37. What is justification?

A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein He 
pardons all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in His 
sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and 
received by faith alone.

(Rom. 3:24; Eph. 1:7; 2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 5:19; Phil. 3:9; Gal. 
2:16)
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Q. 38. What is adoption?

A. Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are 
received into the number, and have a right to all the 
privileges of the sons of God.

(1 John 3:1; John 1:12; Rom. 8:16-17)

Q. 39. What is sanctification?

A. Sanctification is a work of God’s free grace whereby we 
are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and 
are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto 
righteousness.

(2 Thess. 2:13; Eph. 4:23-24; Rom. 6:11)
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Q. 40. What are the benefits which in this life do accompany 
or flow from justification, adoption, and sanctification?

A. The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from 
justification, adoption, and sanctification, are, assurance of 
God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit, 
increase of grace, and perseverance therein to the end.

(Rom. 5:1-5; 14:17; Prov. 4:18; 1 Peter 1:5; 1 John 5:13)

Q. 41. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at 
death?

A. The souls of believers are at death made perfect in 
holiness, and do immediately pass into glory, and their 
bodies, being still united to Christ, do rest in their graves till 
the resurrection.

(Heb. 12:23; Phil. 1:23; 2 Cor. 5:8; Luke 23:43; 1 Thess 
4:14; Is. 57:2; Job 19:26)
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Q. 42. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the 
Resurrection?

A. At the resurrection, believers become raised up in glory, 
shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted in the day of 
judgment, and made perfectly blessed in the full enjoyment 
of God to all eternity.

(Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Cor. 15:42-43; Matt. 10:32; 1 John 3:2; 1 
Thess. 4:17)

Q. 46. What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his 
obedience?

A. The rule which God at first revealed to man for his 
obedience was the moral law.

(Rom. 2:14-15; 5:13-14)
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Q. 47. Where is the moral law summarily comprehended?

A. The moral law is summarily comprehended in the Ten 
Commandments.

(Deut. 10:4; Matt. 19:17)

Q. 48. What is the sum of the Ten Commandments?

A. The sum of the Ten Commandments is, to love the Lord 
our God, with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our 
strength, and with all our mind; and our neighbor as 
ourselves.

(Matt. 22:36-40; Mark 12:28-33)
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Q. 52. What is required in the first commandment?

A. The first commandment requires us to know and 
acknowledge God to be the only true God, and our God, 
and to worship and glorify Him accordingly.

(Joshua 24:15; 1 Chron. 28:9; Deut. 26:17; Ps. 29:2; Matt. 
4:10)

Q. 53. What is forbidden in the first commandment?

A. The first commandment forbids the denying, or not 
worshipping and glorifying the true God, as God and our 
God; and the giving that worship and glory to any other, 
which is due unto Him alone.

(Joshua 24:27; Rom. 1:20-21; Ps. 14:1; Rom. 1:25)



Why Learn A Christian Catechism?  of 32 101

Q. 91. What does every sin deserve?

A. Every sin deserves God’s wrath and curse, both in this 
life, and in that which is to come.

(Eph.5:6; Gal. 3:10; Prov. 3:33; Ps. 11:6; Rev. 21:8)

Q. 92. What does God require of us, that we may escape 
His wrath and curse, due to us for sin?

A. To escape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, 
God requires of us faith in Jesus Christ, repentance unto 
life, with the diligent use of all the outward and ordinary 
means whereby Christ communicates to us the benefits of 
redemption.

(Acts 20:21; Acts 16:30-31; 17:30)
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Q. 93. What is faith in Jesus Christ?

A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we 
receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation, as He is 
offered to us in the Gospel.

(Heb. 10:39; John 1:12; Phil. 3-9; Gal. 2:15-16)

Q. 94. What is repentance unto life?

A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, 
out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the 
mercy of God in Christ, does, with grief and hatred of his 
sin, turn from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor 
after, new obedience.

(Acts 2:37; Joel 2:13; Jer. 31:18-19: 2 Cor. 7:10-11; Rom. 
6:18)
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Q. 95. What are the outward and ordinary means whereby 
Christ communicates to us the benefits of redemption?

A. The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ 
communicates to us the benefits of redemption are His 
ordinances, especially the Word, Baptism, the Lord’s 
Supper and Prayer; all which are made effectual to the elect 
for salvation.

(Rom. 10:17; James 1:18; 1 Cor. 3:5; Acts 14:1; 2:41-42)

Q. 96. How is the Word made effectual to salvation?

A. The Spirit of God makes the reading, but especially the 
preaching of the Word an effectual means of convincing and 
converting sinners, and of building them up in holiness and 
comfort, through faith unto salvation.

(Ps. 119:11-18; 1 Thess. 1:6; 1 Peter 2:1-2; Rom. 1:16; Ps. 
19:7)
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Q. 109. What is Prayer?

A. Prayer is an offering up of our desires to God, for things 
agreeable to His will, in the name of Christ, with confession 
of our sins and thankful acknowledgment of His mercies.

(1 John 5:14; 1 John 1:9; Phil. 4:6; Ps. 10:17; 145:19; John 
14:13-14)

Q. 110. What rule has God given for our direction in prayer?

A. The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer, 
but the special rule of direction is that prayer, which Christ 
taught His disciples, commonly called the Lord’s Prayer.

(Matt. 6:9-13; 2 Tim. 3:16-17)
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Q. 111. What does the preface of the Lord’s Prayer teach 
us?

A. The preface of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, “Our Father, 
which art in heaven,” teaches us to draw near to God, with 
all holy reverence and confidence, as children to a father, 
able and ready to help us, and that we should pray with and 
for others.

(Matt. 6:9; Luke 11:13; Rom. 8:15; Acts 12:5; 1 Tim. 2:1-3)

Q. 115. What do we pray for in the fourth petition?

A. In the fourth petition, which is, “Give us this day our daily 
bread,” we pray that of God’s free gift, we may receive a 
competent portion of the good things of this life and enjoy 
His blessing with them.

(Matt. 6:11; Prov. 30:8-9; 1 Tim. 6:6-8; 4:4,5)
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Q. 116. What do we pray for in the fifth petition?

A. In the fifth petition, which is, “And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors,” we pray that God, for Christ’s sake, 
would freely pardon all our sins; which we are the rather 
encouraged to ask, because by His grace we are enabled 
from the heart to forgive others.

(Matt. 6:12; Ps. 51:1-3, 7; Mark 11:25; Matt. 18:35)

Q. 117. What do we pray for in the sixth petition?

A. In the sixth petition, which is, “And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil,” we pray that God would 
either keep us from being tempted to sin, or support and 
deliver us when we are tempted.

(Matt. 6:13; 26:41; Ps. 19:13; 1 Cor. 10:13; John 17:15)
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Q. 118. What does the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer teach 
us?

A. The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, “For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, 
Amen,” teaches us to take our encouragement in prayer 
from God only, and in our prayers to praise Him, ascribing 
kingdom, power, and glory to Him; and in testimony of our 
desire, and assurance to be heard, we say, AMEN.

(Matt. 6:13; Dan. 9:18-19; 1 Chron. 29:11-13; 1 Cor. 14:16; 
Phil. 4:6; Rev. 22:20)

You can read the entire Keach’s (Baptist) Catechism here 
and here.

http://baptiststudiesonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/02/keachs-catechism-of-1677.pdf
http://www.reformedreader.org/ccc/keachcat.htm
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We have looked at catechisms from the Early Church, the 
16th, 17th, and 18th centuries. We move now to catechisms 
of the 19th century.

A Puritan Catechism

British pastor Charles H. Spurgeon published A Puritan 
Catechism in 1855. Spurgeon explained his reasons for 
writing the catechism:

I am persuaded that the use of a good Catechism in all 
our families will be a great safeguard against the 
increasing errors of the times, and therefore I have 
compiled this little manual from the Westminster 
Assembly’s and Baptist Catechisms, for the use of my 
own church and congregation. Those who use it in their 
families or classes must labour to explain the sense; 
but the words should be carefully learned by heart, for 
they will be understood better as years pass.
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May the Lord bless my dear friends and their families 
evermore, is the prayer of their loving Pastor. C.H. 
Spurgeon

The Puritan Catechism contains 82 questions and answers. 
Here are some examples from the catechism for your 
consideration.

https://archive.spurgeon.org/catechis.php
https://archive.spurgeon.org/catechis.php


Why Learn A Christian Catechism?  of 42 101

Q. What is the chief end of man?

A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God (1 Cor. 10:31), and to 
enjoy him for ever (Ps. 73:25-26).

Q. What rule has God given to direct us how we may glorify 
him?

A. The Word of God which is contained in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments (Eph. 2:20; 2 Tim. 3:16) is the 
only rule to direct us how we may glorify God and enjoy him 
(1 Jn. 1:3).

Q. What do the Scriptures principally teach?

A. The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe 
concerning God, and what duty God requires of man (2 Tim. 
1:13; Eccl. 12:13).
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Q. What is God?

A. God is Spirit (Jn. 4:24), infinite (Job 11:7), eternal (Ps. 
90:2; 1 Tim. 1:17), and unchangeable (Jas. 1:17) in his 
being (Exod. 3:14), wisdom, power (Ps. 147:5), holiness 
(Rev. 4:8), justice, goodness and truth (Exod. 34:6-7).

Q. What is the work of creation?

A. The work of creation is God’s making all things (Gen. 1:1) 
of nothing, by the Word of his power (Heb. 11:3), in six 
normal consecutive days (Exod. 20:11), and all very good 
(Gen. 1:31).

Q. How did God create man?

A. God created man, male and female, after his own image 
(Gen. 1:27), in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness (Col 
3:10; Eph. 4:24) with dominion over the creatures (Gen. 
1:28).



Why Learn A Christian Catechism?  of 44 101

Q. What offices does Christ execute as our Redeemer?

A. Christ as our Redeemer executes the offices of a prophet 
(Acts 3:22), of a priest (Heb. 5:6), and of a king (Ps. 2:6), 
both in his state of humiliation and exaltation.

Q. How does Christ execute the office of a prophet?

A. Christ executes the office of a prophet, in revealing to us 
(Jn. 1:18), by his Word (Jn. 20:31), and Spirit (Jn. 14:26), 
the will of God for our salvation.

Q. How does Christ execute the office of a priest?

A. Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once offering 
up himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice (Heb. 9:28), 
and to reconcile us to God (Heb. 2:17), and in making 
continual intercession for us (Heb. 7:25).
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Q. How does Christ execute the office of a king?

A. Christ executes the office of a king in subduing us to 
himself, (Ps. 110:3) in ruling and defending us (Matt. 2:6; 1 
Cor. 15:25), and in restraining and conquering all his and 
our enemies.

Q. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist?

A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born, and that 
in a low condition (Lk. 2:7), made under the law (Gal. 4:4), 
undergoing the miseries of this life (Isa. 53:3), the wrath of 
God (Matt. 27:46), and the cursed death of the cross; (Phil. 
2:8) in being buried, and continuing under the power of 
death for a time (Matt. 12:40).

Q. Wherein consists Christ’s exaltation?

A. Christ’s exaltation consists in his rising again from the 
dead on the third day (1 Cor. 15:4), in ascending up into 
heaven, and sitting at the right hand of God the Father (Mk. 



Why Learn A Christian Catechism?  of 46 101

16:19), and in coming to judge the world at the last day 
(Acts 17:31).

Q.  How are we made partakers of the redemption 
purchased by Christ?

A. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by 
Christ, by the effectual application of it to us (Jn. 1:12) by his 
Holy Spirit. (Tit. 3:5-6)

Q.  How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption 
purchased by Christ?

A. The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by 
Christ, by working faith in us (Eph. 2:8), and by it uniting us 
to Christ in our effectual calling (Eph. 3:17).

Q. What is justification?

A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he 
pardons all our sins (Rom. 3:24; Eph. 1:7), and accepts us 
as righteous in his sight (2 Cor. 5:21) only for the 
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righteousness of Christ imputed to us (Rom. 5:19), and 
received by faith alone (Gal. 2:16; Phil. 3:9).

Q. What is adoption?

A. Adoption is an act of God’s free grace (1 Jn. 3:1), 
whereby we are received into the number, and have a right 
to all the privileges of the sons of God (Jn. 1:12; Rom. 8:17).

Q. What is sanctification?

A. Sanctification is the work of God’s Spirit (2 Thess. 2:13), 
whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image 
of God (Eph. 4:24), and are enabled more and more to die 
to sin, and live to righteousness (Rom. 6:11).

Q.  What are the benefits which in this life do either 
accompany or flow from justification, adoption, and 
sanctification?

A. The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from 
justification (Rom. 5:1-2, 5), are assurance of God’s love, 
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peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17), 
increase of grace, perseverance in it to the end (Prov. 4:18; 
1 Jn. 5:13; 1 Pet. 1:5).

Q. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at their 
death?

A. The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in 
holiness (Heb. 12:23 and do immediately pass into glory, 
(Phil. 1:23; 2 Cor. 5:8; Lk. 23:43), and their bodies, being 
still united to Christ (1 Thess. 4:14), do rest in their graves 
(Isa. 57:2) till the resurrection (Job 19:26).

Q.  What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the 
resurrection?

A. At the resurrection, believers being raised up in glory (1 
Cor. 15:43), shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted in 
the day of judgment (Matt. 10:32), and made perfectly 
blessed both in soul and body in the full enjoying of God (1 
Jn. 3:2) to all eternity (1 Thess. 4:17).
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Q.  What did God reveal to man for the rule of his 
obedience?

A. The rule which God first revealed to man for his 
obedience, is the moral law (Deut. 10:4; Matt. 19:17), which 
is summarised in the ten commandments.

Q. What is the sum of the ten commandments?

A. The sum of the ten commandments is to love the Lord 
our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our 
strength, and with all our mind; and our neighbour as 
ourselves (Matt. 22:37-40).

Q. Is any man able perfectly to keep the commandments of 
God?

A. No mere man, since the fall, is able in his life perfectly to 
keep the commandments of God (Eccl. 7:20), but does daily 
break them in thought, (Gen. 8:21) word (Jas. 3:8), and 
deed (Jas. 3:2).
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Q. Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous?

A. Some sins in themselves, and by reason of various 
aggravations, are more heinous in the sight of God than 
others (Jn. 19:11; 1 Jn. 5:16).

Q. What does every sin deserve?

A. Every sin deserves God’s wrath and curse, both in this 
life and that which is to come (Eph. 5:6; Ps. 11:6).

Q. How may we escape his wrath and curse due to us for 
sin?

A. To escape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, 
we must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ (Jn. 3:16), trusting 
alone to his blood and righteousness. This faith is attended 
by repentance for the past (Acts 20:21) and leads to 
holiness in the future.
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Q. What is faith in Jesus Christ?

A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace (Heb. 10:39), 
whereby we receive (Jn. 1:12), and rest upon him alone for 
salvation (Phil. 3:9), as he is set forth in the gospel (Isa. 
33:22).

Q.  How do Baptism and the Lord’s Supper become 
spiritually helpful?

A. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper become spiritually helpful, 
not from any virtue in them, or in him who does administer 
them (1 Cor. 3:7; 1 Pet. 3:21), but only by the blessing of 
Christ (1 Cor. 3:6), and the working of the Spirit in those who 
by faith receive them (1 Cor. 12:13).

Q. What is required to the worthy receiving of the Lord’s 
Supper?

A. It is required of them who would worthily partake of the 
Lord’s Supper, that they examine themselves of their 
knowledge to discern the Lord’s body (1 Cor. 11:28-29), of 
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their faith to feed upon him (2 Cor. 13:5), of their repentance 
(1 Cor. 11:31), love (1 Cor. 11:18-20), and new obedience, 
(1 Cor. 5:8) lest coming unworthily, they eat and drink 
judgment to themselves (1 Cor. 11:27-29).

Q. What is meant by the words, “until he come,” which are 
used by the apostle Paul in reference to the Lord’s Supper?

A. They plainly teach us that our Lord Jesus Christ will come 
a second time; which is the joy and hope of all believers 
(Acts 1:11 1 Thess. 4:16).

You can read the entire Puritan Catechism here and here.

https://archive.spurgeon.org/catechis.php
http://www.reformedreader.org/ccc/puritan_catechism.htm
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We are going to jump back in time a bit from our last 
catechisms of the 19th century. Those catechisms (Keach’s 
Catechism and A Puritan Catechism) were more Baptist in 
background. Our next two catechisms will look at the 
influence of the Church of England on Christian instruction.

Catechism of the Book of Common Prayer

The Church of England developed the Book of Common 
Prayer during the middle of the 16th century. That was 
around the same time as catechisms published in Europe 
(Luther ’s Catechism, Calvin’s Catechism, and the 
Heidelberg Catechism). The Book of Common Prayer was 
part of the Anglican Communion. The Church of England 
authorized it in 1549, followed by several revisions during 
the next hundred years. The prayer book of 1662 is still 
used by many Anglican churches.
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Prayers and worship in the Church of England were in Latin 
prior to the publication of the Book of Common Prayer. It 
was written in English and gave English-speaking people 
prayers in their own language for the first time. Keep in mind 
that The Book of Common Prayer was written several 
decades before the publishing of the first King James Bible 
in 1611. Edward VI was king of England when The Book of 
Common Prayer was first published.

The title of the 1559 version was:

Confirmacion, Wherein Is Conteined A Catechisme For 
Children.

The title of the 1604 version was:

The Order of Confirmation, or laying on of hands upon 
children baptized, and able to render an account of 
their Faith, according to the Catechisme following.
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After a brief introduction, the catechism began. It was titled:

A Catechisme, That Is To Say, An Instruction To Be 
Learned Of Every Childe Before He Be Brought To Be 
Confirmed Of The Bishoppe.

Here are some examples from the Catechism of the Book of 
Common Prayer for your consideration. We will use the 
1662 version because the English is easier to read than the 
older versions.
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Part 1: What Happened When You Were Baptized

Question. What is your name?  

Answer: [this one you know!]

Question. In the eyes of the Church, you were given your 
name by some special people. Who are they?

Answer. My Godfathers and Godmothers gave me my name 
for my Baptism; and when I was baptized I was made a 
member of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27), the child of God 
(Romans 8:16), and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven 
(Matthew 25:34).

Question. What did your Godfathers and Godmothers do for 
you at your Baptism? 

Answer. Because I was too young to make promises for 
myself, they made three promises on my behalf. First, that I 
should renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and 
vanity of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the 
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flesh. (James 4:7; (Ecclesiastes 1:2); (1 John 2:16) 
Secondly, that I should believe all the Articles of the 
Christian Faith. (Romans 10:9) And thirdly, that I should 
keep God’s holy will and commandments, and walk in the 
same all the days of my life. (John 14:21);  Deuteronomy 
6:2)
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Part 2: The Creed 

Question. As a Christian, what do you believe?  

Answer. I believe in God the Father Almighty (Matthew 
6:9; Genesis 17:1), Maker of heaven and earth (Genesis 
1:1): and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord (John 
3:16, Romans 1:4), who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
(Luke 1:35), born of the Virgin Mary (Luke 2:7), suffered 
under Pontius Pilate (Matthew 27), was crucified, dead, and 
buried (John 19); He descended into hell (Ephesians 4:9, 1 
Peter 3:19); the third day he rose again from the dead (John 
20); he ascended into heaven (Acts 1), and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty (Hebrews 10:12). From 
there he shall come to judge the living and the dead (2 
Timothy 4:1). I believe in the Holy Spirit (John 16:13; Acts 
2); the holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:14;  1 John 1:9); the 
resurrection of the body (1 Corinthians 15:35-49); and 
eternal life (John 3:16). Amen.

http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=John+19
http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=John+20
http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=John+20
http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=Acts+2
http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=Acts+2
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Question. What are the most important points you learn 
from this Creed?  

Answer. I learn to believe first in God the Father, who has 
made me and all the world (Genesis 1). And second, in God 
the Son, who has redeemed me, and all mankind (Titus 
2:14). And thirdly in God the Holy Spirit, who sanctifies me, 
and all the elect people of God (John 16; Acts 1:8; Romans 
15:16).
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Part 3: The Law

Question. You said that your Godfathers and Godmothers 
promised for you that you should keep God’s 
commandments. Tell me how many there are, and then 
please name them.  

Answer. There are ten, and God named them in 
the twentieth chapter of Exodus. He began by saying, “I am 
the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. [Student recites Ten 
Commandments]

Question. What are the most important points you learn 
from these Commandments?  

Answer. I learn two things: my duty to God, and my duty to 
my neighbor.
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Part 4: The Lord’s Prayer and the Grace of God

Catechist. My young friend, please understand this: that you 
are not able to do these things with your own strength, or to 
walk in the Commandments of God, and to serve him, 
without his special grace. So you must learn at all times to 
call for that grace through prayer. Let me hear, then, if you 
can say the Lord’s Prayer.

Answer. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen.
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Part 5: The Sacraments

Question. How many Sacraments has Christ ordained for 
his Church?  

Answer. Two that he wishes every Christian to receive, if at 
all possible: Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper (also known as 
the Eucharist or Holy Communion).

Question. What do we mean by the word Sacrament?

Answer. We mean an outward and visible sign of an inward 
and spiritual grace given to us, ordained by Christ himself, 
as a means whereby we receive that grace, and a pledge to 
assure us that God is truly gracious to us.

Question. How many parts are there in a Sacrament?  

Answer. Two: the outward visible sign, and the inward 
spiritual grace.
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Question. What is the outward visible sign in Baptism?  

Answer. Water, in which the person is baptized in the Name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

You can read the complete Catechism of the Book of 
Common Prayer here and here.

https://allsouls.com/the_catechism/
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/1559/Confirmation_1559.htm
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Catechisms (katécheó – oral instruction) date back 
thousands of years. A catechism is more than an oral 
tradition in Christianity because it relies on memorizing 
information in a particular order to help the catechumen 
prepare for baptism or confirmation.

We’ve been looking at a number of Christian catechisms 
beginning with the 1st century AD. 

We looked at the Anglican Catechism in the last part of our 
series – also known as the Catechism of the Book of 
Common Prayer. We move next to catechisms that came 
out of the Anglican Church through the Wesley brothers.
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Wesleyan Catechisms

Wesleyan Catechisms come from the name of the Wesley 
brothers, John and Charles. John Wesley was an Anglican 
priest who led a revival within the Church of England during 
the 18th century. He did this with the close assistance of his 
brother. The movement they started became known as 
Methodism. Though the name began as an insult, it stuck 
because of the methodical methods used within the new 
movement. Devotion to God and personal holiness were 
primary to the Wesleys’ ministry.

Some of Wesley’s catechism came from his preaching and 
writing. Wesley also produced a version of the Shorter 
Catechism. He developed a catechism for children titled, 
Instructions for Children, and directed Methodist parents to 
use it for the religious education of their children.
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I have laid before you in the following Tract, the true 
Principles of the Christian Education of Children. These 
should in all Reason be instilled into them, as soon as 
ever they can distinguish Good and Evil. If the Fear of 
the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom, then it is certainly 
the very first thing they should learn. And why may they 
not be taught the Knowledge of God and the 
Knowledge of Letters, at the same time? Wesley’s 
Instruction for Children

Here are some examples for your consideration.

http://jim.reuteler.org/edited-books/instruction-for-children.pdf
http://jim.reuteler.org/edited-books/instruction-for-children.pdf
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SECTION 1

Lesson I and II Of God

1. How many Gods are there? One.

2. Who is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit1. These three are One

3. What is God? A Spirit.

4. What do you mean by a Spirit? One that cannot be 
seen or felt.

5. What sort of a Spirit is God. One that always was and 
always will be.

6. Where is God? Every where.

7. What does God know? Every Thing

8. What can God do? Whatever he will.

9. Does God love you? Yes. He loves every thing which 
he has made.

10.What has God made? Every thing, and in particular 
Man.
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Lesson III and IV 
Of the Creation and Fall of Man

1. How did God make Man? His Body out of Dust, his 
Soul out of nothing.

2. Why did God make Man? To know, love, and be happy 
in God forever.

3. Where did God put the first Man and Woman? In the 
Garden of Paradise.

4. What Command did he give them there? Not to eat of 
the Tree in the Middle of the Garden.

5. Diid they keep that Command? No, they did eat of it.

6. What Hurt did they bring on themselves hereby? Sin 
and Guilt, and Pain and Death.

7. Did their Sin hurt any beside themselves? Yes, all Men 
that came from them.

8. How did it hurt them? They are all born in Sin and Guilt, 
and subject to Pain and Death.



Why Learn A Christian Catechism?  of 71 101

9. How are Men born in Sin? We are all born proud, self- 
willed, Lovers of the World, and not Lovers of God.

Lesson V, VI and VII Of the Redemption of Man

1. By whom are we to be saved from Sin? By Jesus 
Christ, the Eternal Son of God.

2. What did he do to save us? He was made Man, and 
lived and died and rose again.

3. What may we gain by his living and dying for us? 
Forgiveness of Sins, and Holiness and Heaven.

4. When does God forgive our Sins? When we repent and 
believe in Christ.

5. What do you mean by Repenting? Being thoroughly 
convinced of our Sinfulness, Guilt, and Helplessness.

6. What is Believing, or faith? A Conviction of those 
unseen Things which God has told us in the Bible.

7. What is Faith in Christ? A Conviction that Christ has 
loved us, and given himself for me.
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Lesson VIII and IX Of the Means of Grace

1. What is Grace? The Power of the Holy Spirit3, enabling 
us to behave and love and serve God.

2. How are we to seek this? In a constant and careful Use 
of the Means of Grace.

3. Which are the chief Means of Grace? The Lord’s 
Supper, Prayer, Searching the Scriptures, and Fasting.

4. How often did the first Christians receive the Lord’s 
Supper? Every Day. It was their daily Bread.

5. How often did they join in public4  Prayers? Twice a 
Day, as many of them as could.

6. How often did they use private Prayer? Every Morning 
and Night, at least.

7. How did they search the Scriptures? They heard or 
read them every Day, and meditated therein Day and 
Night.

8. How often did the old Christians fast? Every 
Wednesday and Friday till Three in the Afternoon.
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9. How long is every Christian to use all these Means of 
Grace? To his Life’s End.

Lesson X, and XI Of Hell

1. Where do Unbelievers go after Death? To Hell.

2. What sort of a Place is Hell? In a dark bottomless Pit, 
full of Fire and Brimstone.

3. How will they spend their Time there? In weeping and 
wailing and gnashing of Teeth.

4. Will both their Souls and Bodies be tormented? Yes, 
every Part of them at once.

5. How will their bodies be tormented? By lying in burning 
and flaming fire.

6. How will their Souls be tormented? By a Sense of the 
Wrath of God, by Pride, Self will, Malice and Envy, by 
Grief, Desire, Fear, Rage, and despair.

7. Who will be their tormentors? Their own Consciences, 
the Devils, and one another.
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8. But will they have no Rest from Torment? No, not for 
one Moment, Day or Night.

9. How long will their Torment last? For ever and ever.

Lesson XII Of Heaven

1. Where will Believers go after Death? To Heaven.

2. What sort of Place is Heaven? A Place of Light and 
Glory.

3. How will good Men live there? In Joy and Happiness, 
greater than they can now desire or think.

4. Will they suffer nothing there? No. They will have no 
Want, or Pain, or Sin.

5. What sort of Bodies will they have then? Spiritual 
Bodies, swifter than Lightning and brighter than the 
Sun.

6. But wherein will their chief Happiness lie? In the 
Enjoyment of God
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7. How will they enjoy God? They will know, and love, and 
see God Face to Face.

8. How will they spend their Time? In singing Praise to 
God.

9. How long will this Happiness last? As long as God lives, 
that is, for ever and ever. Lord! bring me thither. Amen.
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SECTION II

Lesson I 
Of God, and of the Soul of Man

1. Take care you do not draw nigh to God with your Lips, 
while your Heart is far from him.

2. Never say anything to God which you do not mean.

3. Do not dare to tell a Lie to God for he sees all that is in 
your Heart.

4. Do you know what God is?

5. If you do not know God, how can you hope to please 
God?

6. Think on this. Mind it well. For God is here. He minds 
you, if you do not mind him.
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Lesson II 
Of God, and of the Soul of Man

1. God is an Eternal Spirit, without Beginning and without 
End.

2. He cannot be seen, nor fully known by Man.

3. He is Good, and all Good comes from him.

4. He has Power to do whatever he will.

5. He is Wise, knowing all Things, and doing all Things 
well.

6. He is happy, and cannot want any Thing.

7. He loves all Things which he has made, and Man 
above all.

8. It is his Will, that all Men should be favored, and come 
to the Knowledge of his Truth.
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Lesson III 
Of God, and of the Soul of Man

1. No Man hath seen God at any Time. The Son of God, 
who is in the Bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him unto us.

2. No one knoweth the Son of God, but the Father; and no 
one knoweth the Father, but the Son, and he to whom 
the Son will reveal him.

3. All our Reading, and the Things we hear either at 
Church, or any where else, cannot reveal God unto us.

4. All the Men in the World cannot give us the least Spark 
of the true Knowledge of God, or of the Things of God.

5. Only God himself can do this, by giving us his good 
Spirit.

6. He gives his Grace and his Light to those who pray 
earnestly for it.
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Lesson IV

Of God, and of the Soul of Man

1. There is none Good, but One, that is, God..

2. Every Thing that is Good, comes from God alone, 
whether it be in Heaven or in Earth.

3. If there is any Thing good in any Man, it all comes from 
God.

4. Therefore He alone ought to be praised for it all.

5. All that we do without Him, without his Grace and his 
Help, is Evil.

6. Without God we can do nothing that is Good.
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Lesson V 
Of God, and of the Soul of Man

1. I know that God has Power, to keep what I commit to 
him, safe unto that Day.

2. Our Souls are now spoiled and destroyed by Sin.

3. No one can save us from our Sins, but God who has all 
Power.

4. Let us commit our Souls wholly to him, to do with them 
what he will, and as he will.

5. Then he will keep us by his Power, and defend us 
against every Thing that would hurt us.
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Lesson VI

Of God, and of the Soul of Man

1. Do you know what your Soul is?

2. You have in you (though you cannot feel it) a Soul that 
will never die.

3. God made this, that he might come and dwell in it.

4. If God lives and dwells in your Soul, then he makes it 
like himself.

5. He makes the Soul in which he dwells. Good, Wise, 
Just, True, full of Love, and of Power to do well.

Other sections of Wesley’s Catechism for children include:

• Section III, How to Regulate our Desires

• Section IV, How to Regulate our Understanding

• Section V, How to Regulate our Joy

• Section VI, How to Regulate our Practice
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You can read the entire children’s catechism here. You can 
read Wesley’s Revision of the Shorter Catechism here.

http://jim.reuteler.org/edited-books/instruction-for-children.pdf
https://wesleyscholar.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Extract-of-Westminster-Shorter-Catechism-1906.pdf
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I mentioned in the Introduction to this series that I have 
never attended a church that used a catechism for adults or 
children. However, I’ve been familiar with Christian 
catechisms for many years. I’ve worked with teens and 
young adults for more than 50 years and have primarily 
used Bible studies with them. I prefer teaching an entire 
Book of the Bible so that the context is clear and the 
opportunity to look at every word in every verse from the 
original is there for everyone to see. However, there are 
times when topical studies are good to do with young people 
as long as Bible references are taught in context.

Christian catechisms are topical in nature, as you’ve seen 
throughout this series. They generally cover similar topics 
that are important to understanding Christian doctrine and 
Bible verses are often included with the catechism. I 
recommend that parents using a catechism with their 
children read the context of the Bible verses used to make 
sure they agree with the answers given to questions in the 
instruction. It’s wonderful when parents take time to teach 
their children Bible doctrine. However, it’s terrible to teach 
them false doctrine.
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The catechisms we’ve brought you so far can be trusted for 
most of the topical teachings. You may find some 
disagreement with certain teachings, like baptism or the 
Lord’s Supper, which is why we’ve given you several options 
to consider.

The last catechism we’ll look at in this series is the most 
recent. It was published in 2012.
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New City Catechism

The New City Catechism is a joint venture of Pastor Tim 
Keller of Redeemer Presbyterian Church and The Gospel 
Coalition. It is a short adaptation of The Heidelberg 
Catechism, Calvin’s Geneva Catechism, and the 
Westminster Shorter and Larger Catechisms. The New City 
Catechism has 52 questions and answers, which makes it 
one of the shorter catechisms. You could spend an entire 
week with your children learning one Q&A at a time. You 
would cover the entire catechism in one year that way, and 
repeat annually if you like. I might add that adults also find 
memorizing The New City Catechism to be helpful for their 
own understanding of basic Christian teachings.

The New City Catechism is presented in three parts:

1. God, Creation, The Fall, Law

2. Christ, Redemption, Grace

3. Spirit, Restoration, Growth in Grace
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Here are some examples for you to consider. Because The 
New City Catechism is recent and not in the public domain, 
I’ll include two questions and answers from each part of the 
Q&A to give you an idea how it reads. I’ll also give you links 
at the end so you can learn more about it.

Copyright © 2012 by Redeemer Presbyterian Church

Copyright © 2017 by The Gospel Coalition and Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church
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Q 1: What is our only hope in life and death?

A: That we are not our own but belong, body and soul, both 
in life and death, to God and to our Savior Jesus Christ.

Romans 14:7–8

Q 2: What is God?

A: God is the creator and sustainer of everyone and 
everything. He is eternal, infinite, and unchangeable in his 
power and perfection, goodness and glory, wisdom, justice, 
and truth. Nothing happens except through him and by 
his will.

Psalm 86:8–10, 15

Q 21: What sort of Redeemer is needed to bring us back to 
God?

A: One who is truly human and also truly God.

Isaiah 9:6
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Q 22: Why must the Redeemer be truly human?

A: That in human nature he might on our behalf perfectly 
obey the whole law and suffer the punishment for human 
sin; and also that he might sympathize with our 
weaknesses.

Hebrews 2:17

Q 36: What do we believe about the Holy Spirit?

A: That he is God, coeternal with the Father and the Son, 
and that God grants him irrevocably to all who believe.

John 14:16–17

Q 37: How does the Holy Spirit help us?

A: The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin, comforts us, guides 
us, gives us spiritual gifts and the desire to obey God; and 
he enables us to pray and to understand God’s Word.

Ephesians 6:17–18
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You can learn more about The New City Catechism here 
and here.

http://newcitycatechism.com/
http://newcitycatechism.com/introduction-timothy-keller/
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For Our Children

I believe that Bible study – every Book, every Chapter, every 
Verse – is the best way to learn Christian teaching. However, 
I’ve worked with teens and young adults for more than 50 
years and know how challenging that can be for them. 
Christian catechisms are one method of bringing basic Bible 
truths to young people.

By no means do I recommend Christian catechisms as a 
method to replace serious Bible study. A lifetime of Bible 
reading and study, especially from the original languages and 
under the influence and assistance of the Holy Spirit, is the 
best recommendation I can give you. However, especially for 
children, some type of interaction with their parents through 
oral instruction can be most helpful. As your children get older 
you can introduce them to a deeper study of God’s Word, 
rightly divided.
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Most catechisms include the Bible verses that support the 
teachings. Parents can supplement their child’s experience 
with catechisms by reading those Bible verses along with 
memorizing them. In addition to reading the verses, parents 
can explain the context to enrich their child’s experience with 
God’s Word.

Children have a unique ability to remember things that are 
important to them, especially those things that are also 
important to their parents. Adults often remark about things 
they remember their parents saying or doing with them when 
they were young. Teaching the Bible through a loving and fun 
process can be an experience your children will remember 
and cherish all of their lives.

You may not find a Christian catechism to your liking. That’s 
okay. However, what’s not okay in my opinion is doing little or 
nothing to teach your children the basics of Christianity. Why? 
Because young children are curious. They have questions 
and they would like answers from the people they trust most – 
their parents. Unfortunately, many teens from Christian 
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families don’t get answers to their questions and walk away 
from belief in Christ.

I did that as a teenager and eventually became an atheist. 
Thanks to God’s Grace, I got answers to my questions years 
later and became a Christian. I worked with college-age 
young people for more than 50 years and saw how 
desperately they were searching for answers to their serious 
questions. Based on my experience, I knew that Christianity 
had the answers to their questions.
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Whose Job Is It?

Many parents have told me that they believe taking their 
children to church should be enough. It’s the church’s job, 
they said, to teach and disciple their children. Well, let me 
share something that may surprise you. One of the reasons 
young people leave church as young adults is because of 
their experience in church. A large number say church is 
“shallow.”

In a Barna survey from more than a decade ago, 31% of 
respondents said “church is boring.” 24% said that “faith is not 
relevant to my career or interests.” 23% said that “the Bible is 
not taught clearly or often enough.” 20% said that “God 
seems missing from my experience of church.” Keep in mind 
that these respondents are young people who were regular 
churchgoers during their teen years. Many disconnected from 
church life after the age of 15. Those numbers have only 
gotten worse since the survey and we are now at a point 
where at least seven out of ten (70%) of teens and young 
adults with a Christian background are dropping out of church. 

https://www.barna.com/research/six-reasons-young-christians-leave-church/
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The real number may be even higher because so many young 
people who still attend church have adopted a ‘cultural’ 
Christianity that isn’t the real thing.

What the research tells us may be even more concerning 
for Protestant churches: there was nothing about the 
church experience or faith foundation of those teenagers 
that caused them to seek out a connection to a local 
church once they entered a new phase of life. The time 
they spent with activity in church was simply replaced by 
something else. Lifeway Research

Think about that for a minute – at least 70%. That means you 
can look at almost every church youth group across the 
country and know that 70% or more of those young people 
will drop out of church. Some drop out in high school (like I 
did). Others will drop out within one to two years after high 
school. Only a small number of those who walk away will ever 
return to attending church. Those that do will return only to 
bring their children to church. They often remain ‘nominal’ or 
‘cultural’ in their beliefs about Christ.

https://research.lifeway.com/2019/01/15/most-teenagers-drop-out-of-church-as-young-adults/
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You may be the parent of a teen or young adult who has 
walked away from their belief in Christ. If you are, you know 
the pain that causes a family. If you haven’t experienced that 
in your family, I pray it doesn’t happen to you. However, if I 
may be so bold to say, prayer is not enough. I’ve talked with 
so many parents who say they are praying for their “wayward” 
or “backslidden” child. After asking them some questions 
about how they raised their kids, what I often hear is a parent 
thinking that taking their kids to church was enough. It’s not. It 
never was enough and is certainly not enough in today’s 
secular world.

Young people are leaving belief in Christ at faster rates every 
year. It has, in my opinion, become a type of spiritual crisis. I 
worked on college campuses and talked with Christian and 
non-Christian students for many years and heard the same 
thing. Many Christian churches and families have failed in 
their responsibility to lead young people to Christ and disciple 
them. I know that’s hard to hear, but I can’t sugarcoat 
something this serious.
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Facing the Challenge

We are losing our children to the world! Let me repeat that. 
We are losing our children to the world!

If you wonder whether that’s true or not, do the research. 
Look at your own church. What’s happened to the children 
who grew up in your church? Where are they now? Are they 
following Christ? Are they raising their own children to follow 
the Lord? Or have they drifted away from faith?

Some young people go through a process of spiritually 
deconstructing. Many of them de-convert. That’s sad for them, 
their families, and the churches where they grew up. It’s hard 
for parents to accept that after spending 16-18 years raising 
their child to follow Christ, they turn away and walk toward the 
world. I’ve talked to so many parents about their grief. They 
pray that God will bring their child back to faith in Christ.

https://faithandselfdefense.files.wordpress.com/2021/07/exvangelical-whats-that.pdf
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We must face this challenge head on! Losing 70% of our 
children (or more) to the ways of the world is not acceptable. 
This is not what God called us to do as Christian parents and 
church leaders. Let me conclude this series with what God 
expects from all of us.

Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, The fruit of 
the womb  is  a  reward. Like arrows in the hand of a 
warrior, So are  the children of one’s youth. Happy  is  the 
man who has his quiver full of them; They shall not be 
ashamed, But shall speak with their enemies in the gate. 
Psalm 127:3-5

And these words which I command you today shall be in 
your heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, 
and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes. Deuteronomy 6:6-8
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Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is 
old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6

But you must  continue in the things which you have 
learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you 
have learned  them,  and that from childhood you have 
known  the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
A l l S c r i p t u r e  i s  g i v e n b y i n s p i r a t i o n o f 
God,  and  is  profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for  instruction in righteousness,  that the man 
of God may be complete,  thoroughly equipped for every 
good work. 2 Timothy 3:14-17

Children,  obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 
right.  ‘Honor your father and mother,’ which is the first 
commandment with promise: ‘that it may be well with you 
and you may live long on the earth.’ And you, fathers, do 
not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in 
the training and admonition of the Lord. Ephesians 6:1-4

May God bless you and your family is our hope and prayer.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. 
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.
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